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OPEN HOUSE EVENT – OCTOBER 16

with theAmerican DreamF all in Love
Tracy Devine, Regional Vice President

Courtesy of Jim O’Connor, Scotch Plains,http://jimoconnorphotography.com
ALL CHEERS...Fans at the Meadowlands roar as the Giants score Sunday during their game with the Seahawks. For more
Giants’ photos by Mr. O’Connor, see www.goleader.com/ballyhoo.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BATMAN RETURNS, NO ROBIN…The Scotch Plains Management Corp. held its first new car show on Sunday on East
Second Street. Eleven car dealerships participated with more than 30 cars displayed, including the Bat Mobile.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TO THE POINT...Fanwood Recreation Director Bob Budiansky highlights
components of the recently completed parks master plan at Tuesday night's
meeting.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE BOROUGH BEAT...Fanwood GOP candidates discuss borough issues with
Leader/Times editor Paul Peyton last Thursday at the newspaper office in
Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Peyton; Jason Benedict and Nicole
Cole, candidates for borough council, and Joe Britt, candidate for Mayor.

Master Plan Is Guide to
Future of Fanwood Parks
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By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — A five-year master
plan for the borough’s parks was pre-
sented to Mayor Colleen Mahr and
the Borough Council at Tuesday
night’s regular monthly meeting.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky explained that the plan,
which took about a year for the Rec-
reation Commission and the
borough’s engineering consultant to
complete, includes input from resi-
dents, local sports leagues, and other
users of the local parks.

Mr. Budiansky said a survey was
conducted on-line and in through the
Fanwoodian publication; in addition,

there was a public meeting last spring.
Although he noted that improve-

ments during the later stages of the
plan will likely “depend on funding,”
Mr. Budiansky said the document
provides “a very good…roadmap, a
direction for us to go in.”

For example, he said “phase one”
improvements starting this year in-
clude construction of a pavilion at
LaGrande Park to be used for special
events and picnics.

“We foresee tremendous use of
this facility,” said Mr. Budiansky, who
added that if it proves to be as popular
as expected, a similar pavilion might
also be constructed at Forest Road
Park in the future.

Other first-phase improvements,
many of which Mr. Budiansky said
will be grant funded, include replac-
ing the LaGrande Park basketball
courts, resurfacing and restoring
LaGrande’s old skating rink, and
needed repaving around the
LaGrande Park building.

At Forest Road Park, the master
plan calls for initial improvements
ranging from sports field re-grading
and irrigation, a one-third mile “pe-
rimeter path” to complete and con-
nect existing sections around the park,
and the addition of a “snack shack”
as part of storage space
reconfiguration.

As the master plan progresses, Mr.
Budiansky said later improvements
might involve replacing the LaGrande
playground and safety netting around
the ballfield, tennis court renovations,
and options for the “underused”
former street hockey rink at Forest
Road Park.

However, he said, “Some of this
will be rolled forward,” if grants and
other funds are not available.

“For now, we’re focusing on this
year and next year,” said Mr.
Budiansky, pointing out that having a
master plan “gives us a more solid
footing” to pursue grant opportuni-
ties.

Mr. Budiansky said the plan pro-
vides “a clear path for future [recre-
ation] commissions and [borough]
councils to follow,” and he said the
master plan’s improvements repre-
sent “an investment to benefit all resi-
dents.”

Mayor Mahr agreed and com-
mended the Recreation
Commission’s work in planning “an
investment for safety reasons,
aesthetics…while talking all users
into account.”

The mayor added, “We have seen
our recreation programs grow by
leaps and bounds,” and she said the
borough’s parks are “a wonderful

County Freeholders Moving Ahead
With $669k Solar Installations
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County free-
holders are expected tonight to autho-
rize the county manager to award a
contract to EMSA Solar LLC of Parlin
for the installation of solar photovol-
taic (PV) systems at Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside,
the new juvenile detention center in
Elizabeth and the Ruotolo Justice Cen-
ter in Elizabeth, totaling 146 kw for an
amount not to exceed $669,400.

This project is funded by the Federal
Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Block Grant (EECBG) in conjunction
with the American Resource Recovery
Act. The installations are part of 44

solar projects with 16 local govern-
ment entities including seven munici-
palities, six boards of education (BOE),
the county, Union County College and
the Morris-Union Jointure Commis-
sion.

The county has estimated a 52-per-
cent overall reduction in energy costs
for the facilities participating in the
program. Municipal and BOE partici-
pants include: Cranford, Hillside, Lin-
den, Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle,
Springfield and the Hillside, Winfield,
Roselle, Garwood, New Providence
and Roselle Park boards of education.
The county was to incur $45 million in
debt for the installations, which its so-
lar provider, Tioga Energy, is respon-
sible for repaying.

In other business, the freeholders are
expected to authorize the county man-
ager to enter into a shared-service agree-
ment with the County of Union, Berke-
ley Heights, Summit and Union for six
intersection improvements located on
the following county roads: in Berke-
ley Heights, the intersection of Dia-
mond Hill Road and McMane Avenue;
in Summit, the intersections of  Spring-
field Avenue and New England Av-
enue; and Springfield Avenue, Passaic
Avenue and Old Springfield Road, and
Union, Vauxhall Road and Pine Street,
Vauxhall Road and Caldwell Avenue;
and  Chestnut Street and Parkview Ter-
race.

The freeholders are also expected to
amend a resolution at the next meeting,

awarding a contract to Harbor Consult-
ants of Cranford for professional ser-
vices related to the Clark Reservoir
property. The contract, in conjunction
with and for the Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, will assist the county in remain-
ing in compliance with the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (NJDEP) Green Acres program by
proactively identifying, marking and
surveying encroachments at the site.
The amendment is in the amount of
$45,150, for a new total not to exceed
$192,650.

They also are expected to approve a
contract with Aquatic Analysts of
Middleville for the hydroraking of
Sperry Pond Park in Cranford in the
amount of $25,725.

The county prosecutor’s office asked
the panel to support a resolution to
purchase two additional robotic work-
stations from Qiagen, Inc. of Valencia,
Calif. The purpose of the workstations
is to extract DNA. A representative of
the prosecutor’s office said the addi-
tions would make the process go three
times as fast. The contract will be
amended from $39,617 to $59,426.
“The money will come from the capital
budget,” said Freeholder Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon, who supported the
resolution.

Brian Riordan, director of the De-
partment of Corrections, asked for sup-
port of a resolution authorizing County

Garwood Dems Call Mayor’s
Appointment ‘Political’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Borough Recreation
Commission Chairman Richard Bree
said in a letter to Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi that he found her appoint-
ment of Vincent Kearney as a member
to the recreation commission Tuesday
night a “political” move. Mr. Kearney’s
mother, a Republican, is a council can-
didate this year.

“It has been my intent…to be totally
un-political,” the mayor said.

“I find it hard to believe some of the
appointments aren’t political,” said
Scott Kessler, treasurer of the recre-
ation commission.

Since the mayor was sworn in this
January, two regular seats and one al-
ternate on the recreation commission
have been open. The mayor filled the
first opening last month, and after Tues-
day night’s second appointment, the
alternate still remains unfilled.

Mayor Quattrocchi said she knows
Mr. Kearney and that he is involved
with sports, and told The Westfield
Leader that she had asked him to be-
come a member of the commission
before the names were submitted to
her. She said she did not appoint him

sooner because she was waiting for
him to confirm there were no conflicts
with his job as a police officer for Kean
University.

After the meeting adjourned, Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco, a Democrat
seeking a full three-year council term,
told The Leader four recreation com-
mission members have threatened to
resign because of the mayor’s lack of
consideration of the four people the
commission had submitted in mid-Sep-
tember to fill the open slot.

She said the mayor did not reach out
to the commission to get its feedback
on possible residents to fill the posi-
tions, a practice Ms. Todisco said was
in effect before Mayor Quattrocchi
came on board in January. Since July,
she said the recreation commission had
said it had people in mind for the open
seats, and submitted names last month.

During the council’s workshop meet-
ing, Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello said the “DOT (Department
of Transportation) project is crawling
along,” referring to work being done
on the 200 block of Myrtle Avenue,
with 30 percent of the curbing com-
pleted.
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Fanwood GOP Candidates
Discuss Cost Eff., Planning

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – During an inter-
view with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Fanwood mayoral
and council Republican candidates
this week  said they are concerned
how the borough is proceeding on a
number of fronts, from downtown
development, to the purchase of a
historic caboose to be used as a bor-
ough museum, to the purchase of a
former commercial property for $2
million that is likely contaminated.

Joe Britt, the mayoral candidate,
has held positions as a pension and
benefits retirement manager, state
Department of Banking chief of staff,
and director of election services for
the state. He is currently working on
criminal data systems for county
prosecutor’s offices for the Attorney
General’s office.

“What it all has in common is de-
tail,” he said. “My management style
is really to plan ahead. What is the
objective that you want to achieve?
You have to know the details before
you get yourself into something that
you are going to spend a lot of money
to get yourself out of.”

In Mr. Britt’s opinion, the borough
has moved forward on projects with-
out doing sufficient planning, such as
with the study for a regional library
with neighboring Scotch Plains. That
study had called for construction of a
$25-million extension onto the exist-
ing Scotch Plains Library and for the
closing of the Fanwood Library.
“Well, that would not have been an
objective that I would have set for a
study,” Mr. Britt said.

Joining Mr. Britt on the GOP ticket
are Jason Benedict, who ran for coun-
cil last year, and Nicole Cole, a 2009
candidate for county freeholder.

Speaking on the library, Mr.
Benedict said he was opposed to lo-
cating the joint library in Scotch
Plains, a proposal that was killed due
to high cost estimates. “We are talk-
ing about building a downtown and
doing downtown redevelopment.
What could have possibly been a
worse idea than taking the one desti-
nation in Fanwood and moving it into
the Scotch Plains business district?
How would that possibly have helped
Fanwood businesses?” Mr. Benedict
questioned.

Mr. Britt said the shared-services
study with Scotch Plains was also
poorly done, noting that “a signifi-
cant amount of the data was outdated
already which skewed all the num-
bers” for the report. He said the re-
port was released a year late. “It wasn’t
planned ahead, it wasn’t overseen
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