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OPEN HOUSE EVENT – OCTOBER 16

with theAmerican DreamF all in Love
Tracy Devine, Regional Vice President

Courtesy of Jim O’Connor, Scotch Plains,http://jimoconnorphotography.com
ALL CHEERS...Fans at the Meadowlands roar as the Giants score Sunday during their game with the Seahawks. For more
Giants’ photos byJim O’Connor, see www.goleader.com/ballyhoo.

Courtesy of Gene Jannotti
DOGGIE DOORMAN...Carol Kearney, while campaigning door-to-door for the Garwood Council seat, receives a friendly
greeting from Max at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Tombs.

LUNCHEON PLANS...The Woman’s Club of Westfield prepares for its scholar-
ship luncheon on Wednesday, November 9, at Echo Lake Country Club. There
will be a raffle, tricky tray and music by the Chorale-Choraleers of Westfield
High School. Last year, eight students received scholarships of $5,000 each. For
information, call (908) 233-2339. Pictured, from left to right, are: Vivian O’Neil,
Mildred Beese, Jane Walsweer, Luncheon Chairwoman Pat D’Angelo, Julie
Nardone, Sally Brown, Marta Villafane and Ruth Positan.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE BOROUGH BEAT...Fanwood GOP candidates discuss borough issues with
Leader/Times editor Paul Peyton last Thursday at the newspaper office in
Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Peyton; Jason Benedict and Nicole
Cole, candidates for borough council, and Joe Britt, candidate for mayor.

Westfield Council Meeting Again
Adjourned Re: Signal Controversy
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County Freeholders Moving Ahead
With $669k Solar Installations

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, for the second time in re-
cent months, temporarily adjourned
Tuesday’s Westfield Town Council
meeting when audience members
began shouting out of order regard-
ing the Central Avenue pedestrian
crossing signal.

Greg Kasko, who is running as an
independent for council in the Third
Ward, began the public comments
portion of the meeting saying that
while he has asked for a written re-

port to back up the mayor’s claims
that the current location of the light is
safer than locating it at the intersec-
tion of Central and Clover, “no such
report exists.”

Mr. Kasko said that while an un-
signed drawing of the light from 2005
places it away from the intersection,
there is a video of former councilman
Mark Ciarrocca from 2007 where he
states the light will be at Central and
Clover. Mr. Kasko said that Town
Administrator Jim Gildea’s com-
ments at the last public meeting re-
garding an overall decrease in acci-

dents along the Central Avenue corri-
dor is misleading. He said that be-
cause of the three accidents since
April, there is a 400-percent increase
in the number of accidents.

Mayor Skibitsky said that it is un-
true and told Mr. Kasko, “you’re en-
titled to your own opinion, but you’re
not entitled to your own facts.”

Mr. Kasko said that according to a
report by the town’s traffic expert,
Gordon Meth, from 2005, there had
been 10 accidents at that location
over a six-year period. He also
charged that there were politics in-
volved in the placement of the light.

Adina Enculescu, in front of whose
home the light was placed, asked the
council to move the light to the inter-
section. She said that drivers fail to
comply with the light, and do not see
it turn red, forcing them to come to a
screeching halt and nearly causing
accidents. “This doesn’t happen be-
cause all of the drivers are mentally
retarded,” she told the council.

Mr. Gildea then approached the
microphone to explain that Union
County, which installed the project,
asked for the three accident reports
for review by its traffic-safety profes-
sionals. According to Mr. Gildea, the
county reported that the accidents
were not related to the light and ap-
peared to be driver inattention. He
said that the town did ask for a mid-
block crosswalk, but that the county
chose the light’s current location.

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
reiterated that the town did ask for a
mid-block pedestrian signal, and said
that he feels “a full light (green-yel-
low-red) at the corner would be a big
mistake.”

Resident Maria Carluccio was the
next to approach the microphone,
where she accused the council of
deferring to political pressure in the
placement of the light.

Mayor Skibitsky said that, “politi-
cal pressure will never trump public
safety.”

Fanwood GOP Candidates
Discuss Cost Eff., Planning
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During an inter-
view with The Westfield Leader,
Fanwood mayoral and council Re-
publican candidates this week said
they are concerned how the bor-
ough is proceeding on a number of
fronts, from downtown develop-
ment, to the purchase of a historic
caboose to be used as a borough
museum, to the purchase of a former
commercial property for $2 million
that is likely contaminated.

Joe Britt, the mayoral candidate,
has held positions as a pension and
benefits retirement manager, state
Department of Banking chief of
staff, and director of election ser-
vices for the state. He is currently
working on criminal data systems
for county prosecutor’s offices for

the Attorney General’s office.
“What it all has in common is

detail,” he said. “My management
style is really to plan ahead. What is
the objective that you want to
achieve? You have to know the de-
tails before you get yourself into
something that you are going to
spend a lot of money to get yourself
out of.”

In Mr. Britt’s opinion, the bor-
ough has moved forward on projects
without doing sufficient planning,
such as with the study for a regional
library with neighboring Scotch
Plains. That study had called for
construction of a $25-million ex-
tension onto the existing Scotch
Plains Library and for the closing
of the Fanwood Library. “Well, that
would not have been an objective
that I would have set for a study,”
Mr. Britt said.

Joining Mr. Britt on the GOP
ticket are Jason Benedict, who ran
for council last year, and Nicole
Cole, a 2009 candidate for county
freeholder.

Speaking on the library, Mr.
Benedict said he was opposed to
locating the joint library in Scotch
Plains, a proposal that was killed
due to high cost estimates. “We are
talking about building a downtown
and doing downtown redevelop-
ment. What could have possibly
been a worse idea than taking the
one destination in Fanwood and
moving it into the Scotch Plains
business district? How would that
possibly have helped Fanwood busi-
nesses?” Mr. Benedict questioned.

Mr. Britt said the shared-services
study with Scotch Plains was also
poorly done, noting that “a signifi-

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
freeholders are expected tonight to
authorize the county manager to
award a contract to EMSA Solar LLC
of Parlin for the installation of solar
photovoltaic (PV) systems at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside, the new juvenile de-
tention center in Elizabeth and the
Ruotolo Justice Center in Elizabeth,
totaling 146 kw for an amount not to
exceed $669,400.

This project is funded by the Fed-

eral Energy Efficiency and Conser-
vation Block Grant (EECBG) in con-
junction with the American Resource
Recovery Act. The installations are
part of 44 solar projects with 16 local
government entities including seven
municipalities, six boards of educa-
tion (BOE), the county, Union County
College and the Morris-Union Join-
ture Commission.

The county has estimated a 52-per-
cent overall reduction in energy costs
for the facilities participating in the
program. Municipal and BOE par-
ticipants include: Cranford, Hillside,
Linden, Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle,
Springfield and the Hillside, Winfield,
Roselle, Garwood, New Providence
and Roselle Park boards of educa-
tion. The county was to incur $45
million in debt for the installations,
which its solar provider, Tioga En-
ergy, is responsible for repaying.

In other business, the freeholders
are expected to authorize the county
manager to enter into a shared-ser-
vice agreement with the County of
Union, Berkeley Heights, Summit and
Union for six intersection improve-
ments located on the following county
roads: in Berkeley Heights, the inter-
section of Diamond Hill Road and
McMane Avenue; in Summit, the in-
tersections of  Springfield Avenue

and New England Avenue; and
Springfield Avenue, Passaic Avenue
and Old Springfield Road, and Union,
Vauxhall Road and Pine Street,
Vauxhall Road and Caldwell Avenue;
and  Chestnut Street and Parkview
Terrace.

The freeholders are also expected
to amend a resolution at the next
meeting, awarding a contract to Har-
bor Consultants of Cranford for pro-
fessional services related to the Clark
Reservoir property. The contract, in
conjunction with and for the Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund, will assist the
county in remaining in compliance
with the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
Green Acres program by proactively
identifying, marking and surveying
encroachments at the site. The amend-
ment is in the amount of $45,150, for
a new total not to exceed $192,650.

They also are expected to approve
a contract with Aquatic Analysts of
Middleville for the hydroraking of
Sperry Pond Park in Cranford in the
amount of $25,725.

The county prosecutor’s office
asked the panel to support a resolu-
tion to purchase two additional ro-
botic workstations from Qiagen, Inc.
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Garwood Dems Call Mayor’s
Appointment ‘Political’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Recre-
ation Commission Chairman Rich-
ard Bree said in a letter to Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi that he found
her appointment of Vincent Kearney
as a member to the recreation com-
mission Tuesday night a “political”
move. Mr. Kearney’s mother, a Re-
publican, is a council candidate this
year.

“It has been my intent…to be
totally un-political,” the mayor said.

“I find it hard to believe some of
the appointments aren’t political,”
said Scott Kessler, treasurer of the
recreation commission.

Since the mayor was sworn in
this January, two regular seats and
one alternate on the recreation com-
mission have been open. The mayor
filled the first opening last month,
and after Tuesday night’s second
appointment, the alternate still re-
mains unfilled.

Mayor Quattrocchi said she
knows Mr. Kearney and that he is
involved with sports, and told The
Westfield Leader that she had asked
him to become a member of the

commission before the names were
submitted to her. She said she did
not appoint him sooner because she
was waiting for him to confirm there
were no conflicts with his job as a
police officer for Kean University.

After the meeting adjourned,
Councilwoman Sara Todisco, a
Democrat seeking a full three-year
council term, told The Leader four
recreation commission members
have threatened to resign because
of the mayor’s lack of consider-
ation of the four people the com-
mission had submitted in mid-Sep-
tember to fill the open slot.

She said the mayor did not reach
out to the commission to get its
feedback on possible residents to
fill the positions, a practice Ms.
Todisco said was in effect before
Mayor Quattrocchi came on board
in January. Since July, she said the
recreation commission had said it
had people in mind for the open
seats, and submitted names last
month.

During the council’s workshop
meeting, Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello said the “DOT (Depart-
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