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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Two interceptions and two
fumbles set the stage for the
Cranford High School football
team to roll to a 27-7 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) in
Scotch Plains on October 1.

Those turnovers not only killed
two potential Raiders’ scoring
drives, but they put the ball in

the hands of a versatile Cougar
offense that had the Raiders’
defense thoroughly confused. The
result was a 4-0 start, the first
for Cranford since 1975.

With running back Chris
Witwick’s ability to quickly scoot
around the corners, fullback JP
Christiano’s power running up the
middle and junior quarterback
Reggie Green’s vision to find an
opening anywhere in the defen-
sive line, along with wider re-
ceiver Eric Garguilo’s ability to

get open, the Cougars already
presented quite an offensive
threat. But the addition of a
healthy senior running back
Adham McGuire, along with jun-
ior wide receiver Ryan Williamson,
added an additional dimension.

“It feels good that everybody
can contribute. The defense
doesn’t know what they are going
to get. Adham can go outside.
Witwick can go outside, and we
have Ryan and Garg [Garguilo],
who can catch the ball too,” said
Green, who added, “The offen-
sive line did really well. Our coach
told us it would be a test with their
big defensive line, and they came
through. Our linemen were able
to beat them off the ball.”

“We got to take what the de-
fense gives us, and I felt like we
were able to do that at times
today. We are a little bit more
balanced. One of the reasons we
are in the offense that we are in
has as much to do with the wide
receivers as it does for the quar-
terback. Williamson and Garguilo
have very good hands. We are
trying to make people defend the
whole field. We are getting bet-
ter at it,” Cougar Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said.

Green rushed for 80 yards on 12
carries, including an 18-yard
touchdown (TD) run, and he com-
pleted six of seven pass attempts
for 88 yards. Christiano carried
six times for 10 yards, including a
pair of one-yard TDs. Witwick
carried five times for 38 yards,
and McGuire had five carries for
67 yards, including an 18-yard
TD run. Garguilo had three recep-

tions for 17 yards, and Williamson
had three receptions for 71 yards,
including one for 55-yards.

McGuire hasn’t played since the
first play of his sophomore year

because of injuries. Witwick
played sparingly last year, be-
cause he was hurt. You have to
respect the edge against those
players. Not only are they good
at running the ball, they are good
at blocking on the perimeter,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

The Raiders totaled 133 yards
on the ground on 29 carries, and
quarterback Steve Alleman com-
pleted seven of 13 pass attempts
for 98 yards, including a six-yard
TD strike to wide receiver Matt
Jegede, who finished with four
receptions for 74 yards. Alleman

was intercepted twice. Running
back Anthony Byers rushed 124
yards on 25 carries and added
two receptions for 17 yards. Wide
receiver Bob Mrozek had a seven-

yard reception.

CRANFORD’s JP CHRISTIANO GETS 2 TDs, GREEN, McGUIRE TD; RAIDER JEGEDE 1 TD

Cougars’ Offense Confuses SPF Raider Footballers, 27-7

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINDING THE OPENING…Cougar quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7,
eluded Raider Matt Jegede, No 12, en route to a big gain.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AROUND THE LEFT SIDE…Raider running back Dion Rice, No. 2, sweeps
around the left side as Cougar linebacker Mike Klimek, No. 57, converges.

It is in The Leader!

See Cougar Football Story

on

Page 13 – The Westfield Leader

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Three of the top contending
teams geared up for the Cougar
Classic Invitational gymnastic
meet held at Cranford High School
on October 1 by recording sea-
son-high team totals in their re-
cent regular-season meets, so
energy was indeed at a peak.

Despite a multitude of injuries,
the Westfield Blue Devils, win-
ners of five straight Cougar Invi-
tational meets, recorded their
highest score of the season,
105.475, in a meet against Eliza-
beth on September 27.

“It was a great meet. The girls
showed what they were capable
of doing. Injuries have been the
theme of our season. Lyndsay
Lee got injured two days ago, so
another all-arounder will not be
competing. It’s been a tough sea-
son, but my girls continue to work
hard, and their goal is to win and
to do their best,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Melissa Bryan said.

Sophomore Abby Cook, who
placed second in the all-around
last year at the Cougar Invita-
tional, has been nursing an in-
jury and was expected to com-
pete in every event.

“Abby has been injured, but she
has been working to come back
full time. Today, we will see her for
the first time as an all-arounder.
She always has been a strong
gymnast,” Coach Bryan said.

The Cougars proved to be the
team to beat after recording a
school record 108.575 in a re-
cent meet against Bridgewater-
Raritan.

“We set a team record when we
went against Bridgewater. The
girls have been very consistent
and worked hard,” Cougar Head
Coach Michelle Charney Hulse

said.
Cougar senior Mary Kate Walch

added, “We broke our school
record at Bridgewater-Raritan. I
think it would be great if we can
go out and win our own meet.
That is definitely our goal.”

Walch, the all-around cham-
pion last year, accessed, “I think
I am almost at the same spot as
last year, if not in a better spot.
I am pretty confident. I have
been building my way up, so I’m
hoping that I will be starting to
hit my peak sometime. If I don’t
win, it’s not the end.”

“She is at or above where she
was last year. We had the meet
a week earlier, so the girls had to
step it up, and they have really

risen to the challenge,” Coach
Charney Hulse said.

Walch beefed up her vault rou-
tine last year at the meet and
had another trick move in store
for this meet.

“I am not competing my
Tsukahara pike anymore. I am
doing a Yurechenko pike,” she
revealed

In addition to Walch, sopho-
more Alexandra Puryear has been
turning in some impressive all-
around totals, and several of her
Cougar teammates have been
hitting some strong scores on
individual events.

“Alexandra Puryear does a won-
derful job. She is a strong all-
around competitor,” said Coach

Charney Hulse, who noted that
Sara LoBue, Emily Grable and
Erin McAuliffe, and all the girls
are working as a team. They are
working to improve and better
themselves.”

Aware of the Cougars’ recent
accomplishments, coach Bryan
said, “My girls are coming in
humble. They are coming in want-
ing to keep this title, but as
always, Cranford is right there
with us. It’s going to be tough
competition. I wish everyone
luck.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders also recorded a season-
high and came into the meet
hoping to be competitive.

“We are trying to beat our
season high. We
just broke our per-
sonal record for the
eight years that I
have been here. We
had 105.3 against
East Brunswick, so
we are very excited
as a team. We want
to move forward
and see if we can
score even higher,”
said Head Coach
Lisa Cerchio, who
added, “We want to
stick beam. Once we
stick beam, we are
going to increase
our score even
more.”

Several Raiders
were expected to
record some out-
standing perfor-
mances, which in-
cluded Alex Peluso
and Melissa Gara,
who would compete
all-around, fresh-
men Maddie
McNicholl and Jamie
Bush, junior Zoe
Stein and sopho-

COUGARS PURYEAR & WALCH, BLUE DEVIL COOK PLACE 1-2-3 IN ALL-AROUND TOTALS

Cougars Outdo Blue Devils For Cougar Classic Crown

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING SECOND IN THE ALL-AROUND…Cougar MaryKate Walch placed second at the
Cougar Classic Invitational gymnastics meet on September 30 with an all-around score of 36.35.
She also took first in the vault with a 9.55.

more Kacie Bumiller.
As expected, by the end of the

evening, the Cougars took the
top team honors with a total of
108.35, followed by the Blue
Devils at 105.525 and the Raid-
ers at 102.450. Union Catholic
took fourth at 96.975, followed
by A.L. Johnson at 95.925, North
Brunswick (NB) at 91.625 and
Union at 89.3.

Puryear took top all-around
honors with a 37.125, followed
by Walch at 36.35 and Cook at
35.775. U.C. Viking Nicole
Pietrapertosa took fourth at
35.25, followed by Peluso at
35.075 and ALJ’s Bianca Briscese
at 34.975.

Walch won the vault with a
9.55, followed by Puryear at
9.375, Pietrapertosa at 9.3,
Briscese at 9.05, Peluso at 8.95
and Bumiller at 8.85. Puryear
grabbed first on the uneven bars
with a 9.3, followed by Cook at
9.175, Walch at 8.85, Lee at
8.75, Blue Devil freshman Jenna
Rizkalla at 8.725 and Alexis Gabel
(NB) at 8.635.

Cook had the top score on the
balance beam with a 9.45, fol-
lowed by Puryear at 9.4, Blue
Devil Sara Shields at 9.175,
Briscese at 9.15, Gabel at 9.1
and LoBue at 9.1. Cook also had
the top score on the floor exer-
cise with a 9.4, followed by
Shields at 9.35, Gabel at 9.175,
Puryear at 9.05 and Walch at
9.0.

Although not in the top six,
Blue Devil Rizkalla had an all-
around total of 33.325. Junior
Kelly Vasel had and 8.3 on vault,
followed by senior Kaitlyn
Johnson at 8.2 and Rizkalla at
7.95. Vasel and Rizkalla had re-
spective scores of 8.25 and 7.95
on beam. Vasel and Rizkalla had
respective scores of 8.8 and 8.7
on the floor, and Johnson had an
8.1 on bars.

See story & team photos

In The Westfield Leader
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Editor’s Note: The following
letter was sent to PSEG and
copied to this newspaper.

I am asked often will PSEG
move or protect the substation
that was impacted by flooding
that caused 6,000 residents to
be without power for several
days? That is 25 percent of the
town’s population. We had sev-
eral streets in Cranford like
Balmiere, that were without
power longer, who also had
been directly hit by the flood.
Our business district was shut
down for a week, which had to
hurt many of these small busi-
nesses. Westfield, too, had im-
pacts from the loss of the high
voltage line.

In no way am I critical of the
responsiveness of PSEG.

I am sending a copy of this
request to the local newspaper
because I have an obligation to
ensure I ask publicly and you
answer. On the one hand the
substation building is actually
on the historical registry, so past
storms apparently had no im-
pact. One of the workers, Felipe,
was very disturbed when I men-
tioned the equipment had to be
moved; he talked about the his-
tory there. That doesn’t go over
well with residents. But Felipe
was so engaged in what he was
doing.

We are not sure why, but the
size of the river flows during
storms has risen in the past two
decades, and the question of
will it happen again is on our
collective minds. We have that
data for your review.

Cranford would like a report
from PSEG on what the utility
intends regarding the substa-
tion. We do believe it needs to
be moved to another location or
the equipment needs to be lifted
up outside of 500-year storm
damage.

You are invited to our October
11 meeting anyway so we can
say thanks to you for the efforts
you made to restore power
quickly. We are inviting many
others who assisted the com-
munity to say thanks. We have
a workshop meeting before the
formal meeting and would ap-
preciate knowing what is next
with regards to this issue.

I want to stress again knowing
someone cared during the tough
time was so very important.

Dan Aschenbach
Mayor of Cranford

Thanks to All Who Helped With Book Drive
At Brookside Place School After Hurricane Irene

We would like to extend our
sincerest thanks to everyone
who assisted with the Brookside
Place School (BPS) Book Drive.
With the help and generosity of
many people and organizations
in Cranford and our surround-
ing communities, we collected
thousands of books and were
able to help the BPS teachers in
every grade level begin to re-
build their classroom libraries,
which were destroyed by Hur-
ricane Irene.

We still have many boxes of
useful books that simply will

not fit in the temporary class-
rooms and are in storage for
when the students and teach-
ers return to BPS.

We would like to specifically
thank the PTAs of all the
Cranford and Westfield Public
Schools, as well as the Westfield
Area YMCA, for helping us get
the word out about the book
drive. We are grateful to the
YMCA for being a drop-off site
and to the Cranford Commu-
nity Center for providing space
to collect, sort and store books.

Thank you to the many indi-

vidual book donors and local
organizations that quickly re-
sponded to our need with an
abundance of wonderful books.
A special thanks goes to Scho-
lastic, Barnes & Noble, and
BookBGone for their particu-
larly generous book donations.

We also appreciate the kind-
ness of all those who made
considerate monetary dona-
tions. We collected over $1,200,
which will be used to purchase
specific titles that are still
needed, as well as additional
classroom supplies lost as a
result of the storm.

Finally, there was a small
army of volunteers who helped
to sort through, organize, dis-
tribute and move into storage
the many books that we re-
ceived. It was truly a group
effort. We could not have done
it without all of you.

Brookside Place School is for-
tunate to be part of such a
wonderful community so will-
ing to support neighbors in
need. On behalf of the families
and teachers of BPS, thank you
very, very much.

Mary Castle, Megan Marchese and
Debbie McCaffery; Cranford

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO GET THE HANDODFF…Cougar JP Christiano, No. 36, prepares to get the handoff from
quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7, as head coach Erik Rosenmeier looks on in the game against the Raiders
in Scotch Plains on October 1. The 4-0 Cougars defeated the Raiders, 27-7.

Cranford Mayor Reports on PSEG
Substation, Questions Future
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FREEDOM RUN – Justin Van Dyk, 29, of Cranford, and Kate Warren, 25, of
Westfield, were the top male and top female overall finishers in the Kenilworth
Freedom Run held September 25. The 5K race, along with a 2K Freedom Walk,
was held in conjunction with the national “America Supports You” initiative,
which recognizes residents’ support for U.S. military men and women. Dona-
tions made during the event will be used to ship packages of needed provisions
to troops stationed overseas.

UCC Gala to Raise Funds
For Student Scholarships

CRANFORD – The Union
County College Foundation
will be celebrating its 19th
Annual Gala on November 3,
at The Grand Summit Hotel.
The cocktail hour and silent
auction will begin at 6 p.m.
and dinner, dancing, raffle,
and live auction will begin at
7:30 p.m.

Held to raise money for
scholarships for students, the
event helps further the core
mission of the college, to pro-
vide students with affordable,
accessible, and quality edu-
cation.

The Union County College
Foundation will be honoring
Gil Chapman, former presi-
dent of Island Ford, Inc., foot-
ball player for the University
of Michigan, and former NFL
player for the Buffalo Bills;
and Mario Henry, formerly of
the New England Patriots and
Buffalo Bills NFL teams. Both
honorees have distinguished
themselves through commu-

nity service and civic and
charitable support. Join the
Foundation to recognize these
positive role models for Union
County College students.

A 10-member Committee of
community volunteers man-
ages the gala. Foundation
Board Chair Carol A. Hertling
chairs the gala committee.

The event will feature bal-
loons with prizes in the $100
range. At the live auction, a
giclee print by local artist,
and Union County College
alumni, Theo Tamborlane, will
be on the auction block. En-
titled “Ombrello’s World,” the
picture pays homage to Union
County College professor, Dr.
Thomas Ombrello of the hor-
ticulture department.

For more information on how
to be a sponsor, purchase an
ad, or purchase a ticket to
attend, please contact the
Union County College Foun-
dation at (908) 709-7505 or
go to uccfoundation.org.

CRANFORD – Autism
Speaks, North America’s larg-
est autism science and advo-
cacy organization, has an-
nounced that the eighth an-
nual North/Central New Jer-
sey Walk Now for Autism
Speaks fund-raising and
awareness event will take
place on Sunday, October 16,
at Nomahegan Park in

Cranford.
All event proceeds will sup-

port Autism Speaks’ work,
both locally and nationally, to
increase awareness about the
growing autism health crisis,
fund autism research and fam-
ily services, and advocate for
the needs of individuals with
autism and their families in
New Jersey and beyond.

The Walk Now for Autism
Speaks events are the signa-
ture fund-raising events for
Autism Speaks, and raised
more than $26 million in 2010
alone to support autism re-
search, awareness and advo-
cacy.

The day will include a three-
mile walk and a Community
Resource Fair featuring local
autism service providers with
educational resources and
creative child-friendly activi-
ties. Additional children’s ac-
tivities will include a Home
Depot Kids Workshop and
Moon Bounces, among other
offerings.

“In addition to raising funds
and awareness, the walk is a
chance for families to come
together and enjoy a day of
laughter, hope and commu-
nity,” said Jennifer Love,
North/Central New Jersey
Walk chairwoman. “Working
together, we are making great
strides toward improving the
lives of people with autism
and their families.”

Toys “R” Us® and Babies “R”
Us® will serve as the North
American sponsors of Walk
Now for Autism Speaks. Addi-
tional sponsors will include
McCarter & English, Robinson
& Cole, and C.R. Bard.

For more information about
the 2011 North/Central New
Jersey Walk Now for Autism
Speaks, visit
walknowforautismspeaks.org/
NCNJ or contact the New Jer-
sey Regional Office at (609)
228-7332 or
NewJersey@autismspeaks.org.

Eighth Annual Autism Walk to Be Held
At Nomahegan Sunday, October 16

CRANFORD – AzureMasada
Lodge Free and Accepted Ma-
sons of New Jersey, located at
478 South Avenue, East, in
Cranford, has scheduled an
open house for Saturday, Oc-
tober 15, from 1 to 3 p.m. This
program – part of a statewide
Square and Compasses Day –
will give the community an
opportunity to discover the
history of Freemasonry.

The public will be able to
tour the Lodge Building, which
has been located at the corner
of South Avenue and Thomas

Street for nearly 80 years.
Members of the Masonic Lodge
will be available to answer
questions about their Lodge,
Masonic origins, regalia and
practices, as well as their com-
munity charitable involve-
ment.

For additional information
about the Free Masons, call
Philip Donnelly at (908) 789-
0813 or e-mail
pad57@comcast.net.

Probitas Verus Honos

Masonic Lodge Plans Open House Oct. 15
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