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FUTURE ARTISTS… Pre-school children will have an introduction to art, music
and drama in the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Kids ‘n’ Arts program held
on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons. www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

WF Poetry Workshop Poets
To Read at Carriage House

FANWOOD – The Carriage
House Poetry Series invites the pub-
lic to attend a free event on Tues-
day, October 18, at 8 p.m. in the
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine Avenue, adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall. (GPS
use 75 N. Martine Avenue.) The
featured poets will be selected mem-
bers of the Westfield Poetry Work-
shop.

The Westfield Poetry Workshop
was established in 2005. Reading
on October 18 will be founding
members Linda Radice and Wendy
Rosenberg, along with Nancy
Lubarsky and Basil Rouskas.

Linda Radice is a poet and essay-
ist. Her work has been published in
journals and anthologies, includ-
ing Paterson Literary Review, North
Jersey in Poetry, Edison Literary
Review, and Tiferet. She was sec-
ond place winner in the 2007 Allen
Ginsberg Awards. A member of the
Fanwood Arts Council, Linda re-
sides in North Plainfield.

Wendy Rosenberg is a poet,
teacher, Reiki master and tai chi
practitioner. She is an Expressive
Arts Educational Facilitator, a Cer-
tified Applied Poetry Facilitator and
a member of the National Associa-
tion for Poetry Therapy. A Westfield
resident, Wendy is the recipient of a
Dodge Foundation teacher scholar-

ship to the Fine Arts Work Center.
Nancy Lubarsky is a poet and a

long-time educator. She recently
accepted the position of Chief
School Administrator in
Mountainside. Her poems have ap-
peared in the Edison Literary Re-
view, Exit 13 Magazine, and Tiferet:
A Journal of Spiritual Literature.
Dr. Lubarsky is a Pushcart Prize
nominee and currently resides in
Cranford.

Basil Rouskas’ poetry collection
“Redrawing Borders” was pub-
lished in 2010 by Finishing Line
Press. His poems also appeared in
The New York Times, Tiferet Jour-
nal, The Helix Magazine, Princeton
Public Library’s Poetry Podcasts
and other literary venues. Born in
Greece, Mr. Basil and his wife
Tamara live in central New Jersey.

The Carriage House Poetry Se-
ries is in its thirteenth year at the
Kuran Arts Center, an historic
Gothic Revival structure that was
once a 19th century carriage house,
hence the name of the series. The
Oct. 18th reading is free and open
to the public. An open mic will
follow the featured performance.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information,
v i s i t
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

The Creole Choir of Cuba to
Perform at Enlow Hall

HILLSIDE - Gene and Shelley
Enlow Recital Hall at Kean Univer-
sity will present The Creole Choir of
Cuba on Sunday, October 9, at 3 p.m.

A sensation at the 2009 Edinburgh
Festival, this remarkable ensemble
performs irresistible a capella melo-
dies with richly textured harmonies,
vibrant dancing and shifting Carib-
bean rhythms of rediscovered musi-
cal treasures from Haiti, Dominica
and Cuba.

Tickets to The Creole Choir of
Cuba at Enlow Hall are $35 and can

be purchased by calling Kean Stage
Box Office at (908) 737-SHOW
(7469), online at enlowhall.kean.edu,
or in person at Kean University’s
Wilkins Theater Box Office. Enlow
Recital Hall is located at 215 North
Avenue, Hillside.

WQXR is a media sponsor of Gene
and Shelley Enlow Recital Hall. For
complete Enlow Hall 2011-12 Sea-
son information, please visit the
website or contact Ms. Cory Ran-
som, Director, Operations (908) 737-
5932, ransomco@kean.edu.

The Creole Choir of Cuba

‘Phenomenal Physics’
Program on Columbus Day
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal in conjunction
with the Trailside Museum Associa-
tion (TMA) are pleased to announce
an exciting Matinee Program for
Monday, October 10, at 11 a.m. at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside.

The program, “Phenomenal Phys-
ics,” is recommended for children
ages 4 and older. Admission is $5 per
person. TMA members will be ad-
mitted free of charge. Tickets go on
sale 30 minutes before the show.

Join Mr. Fish, a renowned circus
performer, as he presents astounding
tricks that actually have scientific
explanations. Using boomerangs,
bubbles, bull-whips, balloons and
eggs, the program will demonstrate
velocity, friction, inertia, sonic
booms, aerodynamics, arches and
much more.

The Trailside Museum Associa-
tion, a sponsor of this program, is an
organization dedicated to assisting
Trailside staff in their ongoing efforts
to educate people in all aspects of
nature, science and conservation by
assisting with funding, volunteering

and advocacy. The group’s generous
financial support has provided many
amenities for Trailside.

For information about the Trailside
Museum Association, the matinee
program or other upcoming events
call (908) 789-3670 or visit
www.ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is located
at 452 New Providence Road (at Coles
Ave.) in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Mr. Fish

‘Art in the Gardens’ to
Feature Music and Dance

 ELIZABETH – “Art in the Gar-
dens,” an October celebration of Na-
tional Arts and Humanities Month, will
take place Columbus Day Weekend
October 7,  - 10 at Jersey Gardens Mall
in Elizabeth.

 “Art in the Gardens” features instru-
mental, vocal and dance performances
in the Center Court of the Mall. This
year, the Columbus Day Weekend
Splash is planned with free perfor-
mances starting on Friday and continu-
ing through Monday.

This annual event is coordinated by
the Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs in the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
newal and made possible by a HEART
(History, Education, Arts Reaching
Thousands) Grant from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

The weekend’s scheduled perfor-
mances are: Friday, October 7, 5 – 6
p.m.: Jefferson Arts Academy Dance
Dynamics of Elizabeth;

Saturday, October 8, 11:30 a.m. –
Noon: Jennifer Lynn School of Irish
Dance; 12:30-1:30 p.m.: Kathleen
McMahon of Scotch Plains, Belly
Dance Inspirations; 2 – 3 p.m.: Yasko
and Kokonuts of Garwood, jazz per-
formers; 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.: COMPAS
of Elizabeth; 5 – 6 p.m.: University of
Philippines Alumni and Friends
Rondalla Traditional String En-
semble; 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.: Chinese
American Music Ensemble of
Westfield, chorus and individual in-
strumental performances;

Sunday, October 9, 11 a.m. – Noon:
Kathleen McMahon of Scotch Plains,
Belly Dance Inspirations; 2 – 3 p.m.:
Kenny Woods of Summit, singer/
songwriter; 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.: Rahway
Valley Jerseyaires Barbershop Cho-
rus; 5 – 6 p.m.: Lauren Shub and Hal
Hirsch Jazz;

Monday, October 11, 12:30 – 1:30
p.m.: Jill Cagney of Cranford, singer/
songwriter; 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.: A’daila
of Elizabeth, piano performance.

“Since opening its doors in Octo-
ber 1999, Jersey Gardens has be-
come the center of the community;
therefore, it is a natural fit for us to
host the celebration of the arts in
Union County,” said Crystal Stell,
Marketing Director for Jersey Gar-
dens. “We have been overwhelmed
by the local talent right here in our
own backyard.”

 “Our goal is to raise awareness of
the arts in Union County and the
many artists who deserve recogni-
tion for their achievements. Our shop-
pers come from all over the tri-state
area and beyond; this is an opportu-
nity to showcase our local talent,”
Ms. Stell added.

 Jersey Gardens is located on
Kapkowski Road at Exit 13A of the
New Jersey Turnpike and features
200 stores all under one roof.

For more information about “Art
in the Gardens,” contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth, NJ 07202. Telephone (908) 558-
2550. New Jersey Relay Users dial
711. E-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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“Moneyball”
Game Changer

4 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Illustrating how impressed I was
with director Bennett Miller’s
“Moneyball,” the first person I called
after exiting the theater was Hal, my
friend and go-to source for all things
baseball. The conversation went like
this: “I just saw a film that will zoom
right up into your first division of
all-time best baseball movies.”

 “That good, huh?”
“Yep.”
Ah, brevity, indeed the soul of

wit.
Anyway, I then proceeded to give

the play-by-play, including an analy-
sis of Brad Pitt’s fine performance
as Billy Beane, the Oakland Athlet-
ics GM who championed the use of
computerized baseball statistics to
make scouting/personnel/roster de-
cisions. While it’s not certain he will
win the Academy Award, there’s little
doubt he’ll be in the playoffs.

Before signing off, I voiced a hesi-
tation to research the story screen-
writers Aaron Sorkin and Steve
Zaillian adapted from Michael
Lewis’s book, “Moneyball: The Art
of Winning an Unfair Game.” This
is, among other things, a starry-eyed
and whimsical David and Goliath
saga, and it would be sad to find out
the director was throwing a spitter.

But a delve into the facts quelled
my fears. While there is some artis-
tic embellishment, Miller’s grand
slam is otherwise free of the literary
steroids that now place an asterisk
next to old standards like “The Babe
Ruth Story” (1948). Too bad politi-
cians don’t emulate the integrity our
newer filmmakers evince. Hopefully,
life will soon imitate art.

Of course, like all great sports
stories, it’s more than just a sports
story. Played as counterpoint to the
primary plot are flashbacks telling
us about Billy’s ill-starred baseball
career, and how the former phenom
came to managerial prominence in
the Big Show. To quote Bogey’s
Sam Spade in “The Maltese Fal-
con,” it’s “The stuff dreams are made
of.”

And nightmares, too. Literally the
account of a game changer, Beane
suffers the boos and catcalls that
have greeted pioneers in every
field— not just those painted with
diamonds— since time immemo-
rial. It’s old versus new, with all the
fear and loathing that accompanies
revolutions both large and small.
Especially where money is con-
cerned.

Fact is, money is at the root of this
major watershed in how teams now
pick their players. Just off a season-
ending loss in the ALDS, Billy meets
Yalie computer wiz Peter Brand, pur-
portedly the real-life Paul
DePodesta, though he actually went
to Harvard. Either way, superbly
portrayed by Jonah Hill, the base-
ball savvy nerd hits a homer with
Billy.

Call it a scientifically influenced
variation on the maxim taught by

Mafioso in “The Godfather” (1972):
It’s business, not personal. Meaning
we should isolate the game-

winning data from the albeit col-
orful but largely anecdotal informa-
tion that has peppered scouting re-
ports ever since Abner Doubleday
first yelled “Play ball!” This is threat-
ening.

Feathers ruffled, their dugout un-
der attack, the old boy jock estab-
lishment that makes up the
Athletics’s scouting staff rails at the
new system Billy is instituting.
Called sabermetrics, which evolved
from the acronym SABR (Society
for American Baseball Research),
the concept’s goal is to weed out
subjectivity and mine the empirical
truths.

For example, when one hardened
pro says that so and so ballplayer
draws too many walks, Billy looks
to Pete and asks, “Do we care if he
walks or gets a hit?”

“We do not,” responds Pete with a
smug finality that runs a chill through
everything they’ve held sacred. A
new season underway, Billy and Pete
proceed to build a ball club.

What follows is a traditional pen-
nant chase, but with high SATs, and
a witty look at the changing of the
guard. Billy is seen as totally loony
as a result of his picks…a ragtag
group of bargain basement rejects
who, somewhere in the zeroes and
ones of computer intelligence, are
destined to score more runs than
their high-priced, celebrity counter-
parts.

As the season churns on, it doesn’t
look good for the experiment. Maybe
the old boys are right. But to quote
the words in the center of my alma
mater’s seal, “Est modus in rebus,”
or, for the few non-Latin speaking,
“There is a mean to all things.” Here-
tofore distancing himself from the
locker room, Billy does a full re-
verse and becomes the catalytic
spark.

That is, he adds the human ele-
ment. In turn, we cheer for the sec-
ond chance underdogs, paupers who
would be princes. And, via the war
between the film’s reactionaries and
radicals, we enjoy one of the best
ever treatises on the ethos of base-
ball. Caught up in his own whirl-
wind, Billy dreamily asks, “How
can you not be romantic about base-
ball?”

Adding to the humanistic angle
and making for a great double play
combination is Billy’s touching rap-
port with his wiser-than-her-years
offspring, Casey (Kerris Dorsey).
Any guy with a daughter can tell you
they got it right. Enthralled and en-
lightened by this celebration of the
national pastime, you wish
“Moneyball” would go into extra
innings.

…
“Moneyball,” rated PG-13, is a Co-

lumbia Pictures release directed by
Bennett Miller and stars Brad Pitt,
Jonah Hill and Philip Seymour
Hoffman. Running time: 133 minutes

Summit Playhouse
Announces Kick-Off
SUMMIT – The Summit Playhouse

will be unveiling some exciting
changes with a kick-off party entitled
“A Scene Change.” The theater in-
vites the community to the event to
help welcome its new board, meet the
directors and producers of the new
season and celebrate its history. This
season, The Summit Playhouse will
open with its 301st show!

The event will be a tribute to the
memory of Betty Kaus, who was a
very special member of The Summit
Playhouse for over sixty years.

The theater is located at 10 New
England Avenue in Summit. For more
information call (908) 273-2192 or
visit Summitplayhouse.org.

POETRY READING...The public is invited to attend a free event on Tuesday,
October 18, at 8 p.m. in the Kuran Arts Center featuring readings by poets who
are selected members from the Westfield Poetry Workshop.

Hedgehog and Feather
Casting Call October 8

WESTFIELD - Hedgehog and
Feather Theatre Company will
present Amahl and the Night Visitors
on Friday and Saturday, December 2
and 3 at Holy Trinity Church, 315
First Street.

This one act English language op-
era by Gian Caro Menotti tells the
story of a poor boy and his mother
who are visited by the Three Kings
following a star to Bethlehem to visit
the Christ Child. It has been delight-
ing audiences since the mid 1950’s
when it made its debut as a live TV
telecast. The running time for the
opera is approximately 50 minutes
with no intermission.

Amahl – a strong boy soprano
(treble) between the ages of 8 and
about 12. Amahl and his mother are
quite poor. Amahl walks with the aid
of a rustic crutch. We see the story
through his eyes.

Children of the Shepherds and Vil-
lagers – boys and girls between 10 and
18 to sing in a chorus of approxi-
mately 12 young people and 12 adults.
Should have some experience reading
choral music and somewhat comfort-
able with part-singing. We will pick
dancers from among those chosen for
the chorus.

What to prepare: Be ready to sing
Happy Birthday or America  - My
Country Tis of Thee unaccompanied.
The audition will also include some
sight singing – we will play some
portion of a song from the opera and
have you sing it back to us.

No prior opera experience neces-
sary. This is a great first opera if you’ve
never done one before!

Adults wishing to be considered for
the adult chorus of Shepherds and
Villagers should send us an email.
This is a wonderful opportunity for
families to be in a show together.

Audition Time and Location: Sat-
urday, October 8 from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
in the Rectory basement of Holy Trin-
ity Church – 315 First Street. Street
parking only – walk up the driveway
between the back door of the brick
church and the Holy Trinity Rectory.

There will be signage. Please email us
for a 10-minute spot. If you are unable
to see us on Saturday, October 8, please
advise the staff other arrangements
will be made.

Commitment – Principals, includ-
ing Amahl, The Mother, The Three
Kings and the Page, will rehearse
some Sunday afternoons and two
other weeknight eves during Octo-
ber and early November. Chorus
members will rehearse approximately
twice a week. Schedule to be deter-
mined based on cast availability.

The week of November 28 through
the final performance on December 3
– will require a strong commitment
of time to the show.

For more information about the
audition or question, contact
hedgehogandfeather@yahoo.com .

Unique Pre-School
Introduction To The Arts

WESTFIELD - Kids ‘n’ Arts, a
unique arts experience for preschool
and kindergarten age children, is cur-
rently accepting registration for its
fall semester. Parents may choose the
Wednesday class, which begins on
October 5 or the Thursday class,
which begins on October 6, from
1:15 until 3:15 p.m.

The group will create arts and crafts,
using a variety of mediums such as
paint, clay, paper, crayons and mark-
ers. During the music segment, they
will be introduced to the basic con-
cepts of rhythm and pitch using voice,
percussion and a variety of musical
instruments. In drama, they can ex-
press themselves through acting, the-
ater games, creative movement, pan-
tomime and puppetry.

Tuition for the 16-session program
is $520, but students may enroll at any
time and tuition will be pro-rated.

Please call the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts at (908) 789-9696,
visit their studios at 150-152 East
Broad Street, Westfield, or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com for
more information.


