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WESTFIELD
BASEBALL LEAGUE (WBL)

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING
THURS. OCTOBER 6TH, 2011  8:00pm
At the Westfield Municipal Building:

Recreation Dept. Conference Room

The WBL would like to announce its annual public meeting for the

2012 baseball season. Anyone interested in addressing the board

is welcome to attend the meeting or contact the board directly at

westfieldbaseball@hotmail.com.

The following individuals have been nominated for the WBL Board

of Directors for the 2012 season:

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For Pete Ondi, Rugby
Has Become No. 1

Like his brother Joe before him,
Pete Ondi loves to play football.

And, like his brother before him,
Ondi lives to play rugby.

The senior co-captain of the 3-1
WHS football team is one of the top
wide receivers and defensive backs in
Union County, despite his relative
lack of size (5-foot-7, 165 pounds).
But as big a mark as he is leaving on
the gridiron, Ondi is making an even
bigger one on the national rugby level.

This summer Pete was at the U.S.
Olympic Training Center in Chula
Vista, Calif., participating in the Men’s
Sevens All-Star Tournament. The U.S.
team for the Pan American Games
will be selected from there, and in
one newspaper article out there Ondi
– the only high school athlete in the
country invited – was called “a player
to be watched.” He also was the tied
for the fastest time of any player in
camp.

All of this from a relative new-
comer to the sport might be a sur-
prise, except the Ondi boys have a
way of bringing some extra passion
to the football field or rugby pitch.

“My brother Joe was a big influ-
ence on my getting interested in
rugby,” Pete said. “His friends got
him to join the Union County
Mudturtles, and I just sort of fol-
lowed along. Now, I would have to
say that rugby is my favorite sport
that I play.

“Don’t get me wrong. I love foot-
ball and always will. But the feeling I
get when I play rugby is like no other.
I was playing with a group of my
close friends and being taught by
great coaches like Lex Maccubbin,
former USA Eagle Joe Taranto, and
Steve Edwards. Having all of these
pieces in place, rugby became my
favorite sport to play.”

Still, being invited to the Men’s
Sevens Tournament was an unex-
pected honor, and one which Ondi
took advantage of to show off his

talents.
“I was very surprised when I re-

ceived the invite,” he said. “I thought
that there would be no way I was
going to Chula Vista with all of the
talent in our Sevens league. And I was
surprised with how well I did with the
level of competition out there. When
you get the opportunity to go to events
and tournaments of this caliber, you
get to truly see the skill level of the
best players in the country.”

And the best players in the country
list now includes Pete Ondi, Westfield,
N.J. When he decides on a college, it
will likely be from the 32 schools
included in the College Premier Divi-
sion. But first there are the remaining
games on the WHS football schedule,
starting tomorrow when Union comes
to town.

Oh, for those who have enjoyed
watching the Ondi brothers play foot-
ball at WHS, there is some good news.
There is a younger Ondi, 8-year-old
Tony, on the far horizon.

“He’s in his first year of PAL, play-
ing center,” Pete said. “We’re hoping
he grows up to be twice the player my
brother and I have been here.”

1,000 AND COUNTING
It came the way George Kapner

wanted it, in a pressure-packed game
against a super high-quality oppo-
nent. And it happened at Gary Kehler
Stadium, which is named after
Kapner’s coaching idol.

After two failed attempts, Kapner
reached career victory No. 1,000 last
Saturday when Henry Smith con-
verted in the second overtime to give
the WHS boys soccer team a 2-1
victory over perennial state power
Kearny.

In his 62nd season of coaching
varsity sports at WHS, Kapner now
has a record of 1,000 wins, 348 losses
and 45 ties for a .742 winning per-
centage. His teams (boys and girls
soccer, boys tennis, girls basketball,
boys swimming) have won 31 county,

19 sectional and 10 state champion-
ships.

The win evened this year’s record
at 4-4, with all four losses being by a
single goal.

JOHN BYRNE GOLF TOUR-
NEY

The John Byrne Memorial Golf
Outing will be held Monday at Cop-
per Hill Country Club in Raritan
Township, just south of Flemington.
The event was begun in 1998 after the
way-too-soon death of John Byrne
(WHS, ’79), a three-sport standout at
WHS and member of one of the town’s
legendary athletic families.

The event is being run by John’s
brother Tommy (Holy Trinity, ’63)
and friends Glen Kehler, Joe Della
Badia, Owen Brand and Bobby
Hearon. It raises money for the edu-
cation of John’s daughters – Grace,
Monica and Katherine – and also for
the John Byrne Memorial Scholar-
ship given each year at the Booster
Awards Dinner to a senior multi-sport
male and female athlete.

If you are unable to play in the
noon shotgun start, or attend the 5:30
post-competition dinner and cocktail
hour, you can still sponsor a tee or
hole. Just contact Brand at 908 789-
2730 or brandso@verizon.net.

(Note: If you get a hole in one at the
hole sponsored by the Devil’s Den,
you get a free night at the Jolly Trol-
ley or Dillon’s, on the Den. John
McDermott (’75) came closest to
winning last year.)

According to Rob Byrne (WHS,
’72), the last couple of years monies
have also been donated to families in
need . . . which if it sounds similar to
the Paul Jackson Fund, it is. John
Byrne was a key player in the start of
the PJF, for his stricken high school
football teammate and longtime
friend.

“It would be awesome if we could
turn these events (this Sunday’s PJF
5K race and Monday’s John Byrne
Golf Outing) into a single memorial
event to help the Westfield commu-
nity,” he said.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Elizabeth 28, WHS 13: For all your

Worried Wallys and Nervous Nellies
out there, who were so concerned
about playing big, bad Lizzy-Beth, or
how WHS was “finally going to get
tested,” here’s your answer: The Blue
Devils were ready, willing and more
than capable of taking it right to the
Minutemen. (And that’s with two-
way standouts Mike Mondon, James
McCrea and John Lanzano on
crutches or limping on the sidelines.)

Four plays turned the game: one by
the officials on an obvious fumble
during the runback of the opening
kickoff, missed tackles on a 75-yard
touchdown run, a blown pass cover-
age, and missed tackles again on the
final score. While you can’t take them
away, you can realize that WHS con-
trolled the ball the entire game, driv-
ing time and time again . . . but only
managing two Jon Gribbin field goals
and one hard-earned touchdown by

Brendan Dugan. The offensive line
shredded Elizabeth to give James
O’Rourke (27 carries for 134 yards)
and Dugan (12 for 75) huge running
lanes. And Nate Mitchell completed
11 passes for another 111 yards. That’s
320 yards of offense.

Lizzy’s star runner burst loose for
that 75-yard touchdown – on an op-
tion play which the defense played
perfectly, but forgot how to tackle –
but otherwise had 12 carries for 19
yards. And Lizzy’s star quarterback
will definitely not be showing this
game film to any college recruiters,
despite two touchdown passes and
one electrifying TD run.

But as Jim Morrison once sang, no
time to wallow in the mire. “Onion”
will be at Kehler Stadium tomorrow
afternoon for the 50th meeting be-
tween the schools. The Farmers, who
haven’t beaten the Devils since 2006,
still hold a 27-22 advantage in the
series.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Grace MacKenzie (WHS, ’10) is a

sophomore forward on the Wheaton
(Ill.) College women’s soccer team.
The Tornadoes are currently 8-0 and
ranked No. 3 in the country in Divi-
sion 3. She was co-captain of the ’09
WHS team that went 21-2-1 and
reached the state Group 4 final before
losing in overtime to Lenape. She
was a two-time all-state selection,
including second team all-groups as
a senior.

Becca Kape (WHS, ’10), who co-
captained the ’09 team with
MacKenzie, is a sophomore at Rider
University. She was named to the
MAAC preseason All-Conference
team.

Hannah Kronick (WHS, ’11) is a
freshman forward at Johns Hopkins
and has twice been named Player of
the Week. She’s also been ECAC
South Region co-Offensive Player of
the Week. Hopkins is ranked No. 6
nationally in Division 3 . . . so a
matchup with Wheaton in the play-
offs is a possibility.

Freshman Pat Gray (WHS, ’10)
has worked his way into the starting
free safety spot on the Monmouth
University football team. Gray, who
was switched to DB during a postgrad
year at Hargrave Military Academy
in Virginia after a record-setting ca-
reer as a receiver at WHS, had inter-
ceptions as a “nickel back” in the
Hawks’ wins over Villanova and Cen-
tral Connecticut State. As a starter
last Saturday he returned a fumble for
a touchdown in a loss to Robert Mor-
ris.

DEVILS OF THE MONTH
Sarah Murphy and Jon Gribbin.
Murphy won the third singles title

as WHS won its seventh straight
county championship. Moved up
from first doubles, the senior captain
delivered two critical three-set wins,
over Berkeley Heights’ Alyssa Lopes
in the semis and over Kent Place’s
top-seeded Lauren Oberlander in the
final.

Senior Jon Gribbin, who has been
kicking on the varsity since he was a
freshman, smashed the school record
for career field goals. After two against
Lizzy-Beth last Friday, Gribbin has
13 career three-pointers. The old mark
of 10 was set by Kevin Lasher, who
kicked during the 1981 and ’82 sea-
sons.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday each month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember,
win or not, Whs4evr!

Middletown $4,875,000
“CELBRITY-OWNED” ESTATE with wine cellar,
movie theater + lobby. Loft, apartment, guest house.
35 minutes to NYC plus direct access to 500 acrs of
horse trails.
Caitrin Matkiwsky, Sales Associate 732-842-3200

Rumson $2,895,000
Estate Home -2.5 beautiful acres. Exquisite Colonial
with extraordinary amenities.7 bedrooms,9.5 baths, fin-
ished basement.

Mary Loux McDonnell, Sales Associate  732-842-3200

Rumson                                                        $3,449,000
ELEGANT - 7,500 sq.ft home with quality craftman-
ship.16 rooms, gourmet kitchen,3 fireplaces, library,
sunroom, 3 car garage.

Pauline Poyner, Sales Associate 732-842-3200        

Belmar                                                        $2,849,000
OCEANFRONT Oasis w/5BRs,4.5bths, gourmet kit,
rooftop deck, wine cellar, bar & media room. The best
in oceanfront living. 1 hour from NYC!

Donna Fahy-Waters & Linda Romano, Sales Associates  732-449-2777

Colts Neck                                                 $1,990,000
Stately custom brick/stone Colonial on pristine reser-
voir property. Home featured in Design NJ Magazine. 

Adriana D’Agostino, Sales Associate 732-946-9600

Holmdel $1,899,000
Custom 6,700 sq. ft. home on 6.5 acres of open and
flat, private land in prestigious neighborhood. Great
commute!

Teresa Pavlinetz, Sales Associate 732-946-9600

Holmdel                                                         $1,799,000
Everything desired in luxury home! 5 bedrooms, 3.4
acres, fantastic neighborhood, finished walk-out
basement, lighted tennis/basketball court, etc.

Teresa Pavlinetz, Sales Associate 932-946-9600

Westfield                                                    $1,690,000
Pristine Colonial, 5 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, custom dec-
orating throughout, beautiful property, close to NYC
transportation.

Jill Horowitz Rome, Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Westfield                                                     $1,500,000
Wonderful Arts & Crafts home, just under 1acre of
rolling property with magnificent architectural de-
tail/craftsmanship throughout. 

Frank D. Isoldi,  Broker Sales Associate 908-233-5555

*Data based on closed and recorded transaction sides of homes sold for $1 million or more as reported by the U.S. Coldwell Banker® franchise system for the calendar year 2010. $USD. It should be used for comparison purposes only.  Although Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. deems
this information to be reliable, it is not guaranteed. ©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.

On average, Previews® handles $68.9 million in luxury homes sales every day.*
ColdwellBankerMoves.com  •  (973) 630-9368  •  ColdwellBankerPreviews.com

Follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/CBRBNewJersey Follow us on Twitter at Twitter.com/CBRB_NewJersey

Previews
International,

the luxury division of
Coldwell Banker, has

been refining the
world’s most luxurious
lifestyles since 1933.
Previews continues to

be a dominant real
estate source for the

exceptional home
market, attracting the
world’s most qualified
luxury home buyers.

BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS…Amanda Earl and Grace Antonelli are the Blue
Devils girls volleyball team captains. Grace has started for four years and
Amanda for three.

Blue Devil Volleyballers Set
Annual Play for Pink Tourney

The Westfield High School girls
volleyball team will run the Third
Annual “Play for Pink Tournament”
with a showdown against the Cranford
Lady Cougars on Friday, October 14.
The Blue have already raised over
$12,000 before the actual event.

The Lady Blue Devils have been
doing a great job and the town of
Westfield has really kicked in to help
sponsor the event. This year, the Blue
Devils hope to raise over $15,000 for
this great cause. The team parents
and the players on all three teams,
freshmen, JV and varsity have really
been working hard on it.

The girls varsity team is captained
and led by seniors Grace Antonelli
and Amanda Earl. This is Antonelli’s
fourth year as a starter and Earl’s
third year as a varsity starter. Antonelli
plays the Libero and Earl is an out-
side hitter. Other seniors on the team
include Gabi Estevez, a setter, and
starting outside hitter Morgan Bowen.

Other key players include junior
setter Emily Ince, sophomore setter
Kayla Rodrigues, Courtney Weisse

as a junior middle, Elena Scarano,
Nicole Boretz and Kaylee Baez as
Liberos/defensive specialists, oppo-
site Erin Fitzpatrick, Olivia Manning
(freshman middle) and Paige Pavlesek
(defensive specialist).

Other players include: Ashley Dietz,
opposite and Catherine Sabatino as
middle. Angela Dorry will be a middle
playing Varsity and JV.

This year, the Blue Devils’ new
setter, Rodriguez has been working
out quite well with and strong hitters
in Earl, Bowen and Weisse. Defen-
sively, the Blue Devils have a tough
back row that includes: Antonelli,
Scarano, Baez and Boretz. Earl,
Scarano, Boretz and Pavleszek have
been tough serving the ball.

The front row includes three vet-
eran varsity hitters, Earl, Weisse and
Bowen, who stack up the kills and
lead the team to victory. The front
row appears to be one of the strongest
that Westfield has fielded in years.
The consistent play and positive atti-
tude and leadership of Earl and Weisse
have helped lead the team to a fine
start.

Probitas Verus Honos

Devils of the Month
Sarah Murphy – Tennis
Jon Gribbin – Football

Reading is Good For You
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