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GRIBBIN 2 FGs, DUGAN 14-YD TD, O’ROURKE 115 YDs

WF Red Zone Blues, Big Plays
Lead to 28-13 Minuteman Win

PURYEAR, WALCH, COOK GET 1-2-3 IN ALL-AROUND

Cougars Outdo Blue Devils
For Cougar Classic Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Red zone Blue Devil blues in the
first half and on the first series of the
second half, coupled with four big
plays that resulted in touchdowns,
led to a 28-13 Elizabeth victory over
Westfield at Williams Field in Eliza-
beth on September 30.

Junior quarterback Phillip Walker
connected with wide receiver
Jermaine West and running back
Elizah Hughes for respective touch-
down receptions of 42 yards and 49
yards. Hughes added a touchdown
run of 74 yards, and Walker scored a
touchdown on a 35-yard keeper.

The 13th-ranked, 4-0 Minutemen
showcased their quick strike poten-
tial immediately when the opening
kickoff was returned to the Blue Dev-
ils’ 42, and on the second play, Walker
hit West for the touchdown with 10:50
on the clock. After Elizabeth missed
the point after attempt, Westfield’s
offense took control for the remain-
der of the half.

James O’Rourke returned the en-
suing kickoff 48 yards to the Eliza-
beth 37. The Blue Devils ground their
way to the Minuteman 11 where the
drive stalled, and Jon Gribbin booted
a 28-yard field. Elizabeth’s next pos-
session went backward, and the punt

gave Westfield possession on its own
44-yard line. The Blue Devils’ drive,
once again, stalled on the 20. Gribbin
attempted a 37-yard field goal but it
sailed wide left.

Blue Devils Nick LaFace and Joe
Scaglione sacked Walker for a seven-
yard loss to force another Minute-
man punt, which came to rest on the
Westfield 43. Penalties sputtered the
Blue Devils’ series, but cornerback
Peter Ondi put the ball back into
Westfield’s hands when he intercepted
Walker’s pass and returned it 28 yards
to the Minuteman 16.

Six plays later, fullback Joe Rinaldi

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three of the top contending teams
geared up for the Cougar Classic
Invitational gymnastic meet held at
Cranford High School on October 1
by recording season-high team totals
in their recent regular-season meets,
so energy was indeed at a peak.

Despite a multitude of injuries, the
Westfield Blue Devils, winners of
five straight Cougar Invitational
meets, recorded their highest score
of the season, 105.475, in a meet
against Elizabeth on September 27.

“It was a great meet. The girls
showed what they were capable of
doing. Injuries have been the theme of
our season. Lyndsay Lee got injured
two days ago, so another all-arounder
will not be competing. It’s been a
tough season, but my girls continue to
work hard, and their goal is to win and
to do their best,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Melissa Bryan said.

Sophomore Abby Cook, who
placed second in the all-around last
year at the Cougar Invitational, has
been nursing an injury and was ex-
pected to compete in every event.

“Abby has been injured, but she
has been working to come back full
time. Today, we will see her for the
first time as an all-arounder. She al-
ways has been a strong gymnast,”
Coach Bryan said.

The Cougars proved to be the team
to beat after recording a school record
108.575 in a recent meet against

Bridgewater-Raritan.
“We set a team record when we

went against Bridgewater. The girls
have been very consistent and worked
hard,” Cougar Head Coach Michelle
Charney Hulse said.

Cougar senior Mary Kate Walch

added, “We broke our school record
at Bridgewater-Raritan. I think it
would be great if we can go out and
win our own meet. That is definitely
our goal.”

Walch, the all-around champion

SMITH SCORES WINNING GOAL IN SECOND OVERTIME

Kapner Gets 1,000th Victory;
Blue Devils Beat Kearny, 2-1

By ALEX SCHIFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School boys soc-
cer Head Coach George Kapner’s
1,000th career win (all varsity sports)
could not have been more dramatic.
Henry Smith’s goal in the last min-
utes of double overtime would end
up being the difference in a hard-
fought victory over 10th-ranked
Kearny at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 1.

Westfield outplayed the Kardinals
most of the game, yet had a tough

break when Almir Batista connected
for his 13th goal of the season with
just a matter of seconds left in regu-
lation. Junior Shane Kronick also
scored for the Blue Devils. He scored
on a pass from Noah Rosenberg in
the in the 24th minute. The Blue
Devils snapped a three-game losing
streak and improve to 4-4. Kearny
dropped to 6-2.

The Blue Devils started the game
off playing very evenly matched with
the Kardinals. The Kardinals were
pressuring the Blue Devils offensively

for most of the first half, but the Blue
Devils defense held. Led by sopho-
more goalie Joe Ohaus, the Blue
Devils were able to hold the Kardinals
early on, which allowed the Blue
Devils’ offense to threaten Kearny
goalkeeper Tyler Anderson.

Kronick would put Westfield up
early with his second goal of the
season. After receiving a pass from
Rosenberg, Kronick shot a perfectly
placed shot that was able to find its
way into the net. At the half, Westfield

CR’s JP 2 TDs, GREEN, McGUIRE TD; SPF’s JEGEDE TD

Cougars’ Offense Confuses
SPF Raider Footballers, 27-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two interceptions and two fumbles
set the stage for the Cranford High
School football team to roll to a 27-7
victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) in Scotch Plains on October 1.

Those turnovers not only killed
two potential Raiders’ scoring drives,
but they put the ball in the hands of a
versatile Cougar offense that had the
Raiders’ defense thoroughly con-
fused. The result was a 4-0 start, the

first for Cranford since 1975.
With running back Chris Witwick’s

ability to quickly scoot around the
corners, fullback JP Christiano’s power
running up the middle and junior quar-
terback Reggie Green’s vision to find
an opening anywhere in the defensive
line, along with wider receiver Eric
Garguilo’s ability to get open, the
Cougars already presented quite an
offensive threat. But the addition of a
healthy senior running back Adham
McGuire, along with junior wide re-

ceiver Ryan Williamson, added an
additional dimension.

“It feels good that everybody can
contribute. The defense doesn’t know
what they are going to get. Adham
can go outside. Witwick can go out-
side, and we have Ryan and Garg
[Garguilo], who can catch the ball
too,” said Green, who added, “The
offensive line did really well. Our
coach told us it would be a test with
their big defensive line, and they came
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING DOWN A MINUTEMAN…Blue Devil linebacker Patrick Johnson, No. 24, brings down Minuteman Elijah
Hughes and Blue Devils Joe Scaglione, No. 63, and Kurt Kowalski, No. 4, close in.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE THEME OF THE GAME…Raider running back Anthony Byers, No. 1, has the ball jarred loose by Cougar Walter
James, No. 21, who recovered the fumble. The Raiders turned the ball over twice on fumbles and twice on interceptions.
The Cougars won 27-7.

David B. Corbin (photo from SPF/Westfield game – September 15) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NUMBER 1,000 – A LONG TIME COMING…Blue Devil Head Coach George Kapner, center, achieved victory number
1,000 (all varsity sports that he coached) when Westfield defeated Kearny, 2-1, in overtime.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG SHOWING AT THE COUGAR…Raider Alex Peluso, doing giant
swings, placed fifth with an all-around score of 35.075 at the Cougar Classic.

Blue Devils Beat Cranford, 3-0
In Boys Soccer – Story in 10-13 issue


