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– Obituaries –
Donald W. Palmer, 100, Draftsman;

Was Avid Fisherman and Bass Player
Donald W. Palmer, 100, passed

away on Tuesday,
September 27, 2011,
at his home in Scotch
Plains. Born in the
Bronx, N.Y., he lived
in Oradell for 41
years, then Edison for
five years, before
moving to Scotch
Plains in 1999.

Mr. Palmer was a
veteran of World War
II, having served in
Africa with the U.S.
Army. He was em-
ployed as a draftsman
with Bendix Corporation in
Teterboro for over 40 years prior
to retiring.

Don was an avid fisherman and
played the upright bass in many

bands over a span of 70 years.
Surviving are his wife,

Norma Cummings Palmer;
his son, Christopher, and
his wife,  Connie;  his
daughter, Christina Palmer,
and her partner, Merrel
Kovats; his sister, Diane
Palmer, and two grandchil-
dren, Emily and Lucy.

A memorial service will
be held at a later date. Ar-
rangements are by Memo-
rial Funeral Home in
Fanwood. For additional in-
formation or to sign the
guestbook, visit

www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
October 6, 2011

Donald W. Palmer

Martin Cleere, 73
Martin Cleere, 73, of Allentown

passed away on Tuesday, September
27, 2011, at Robert Wood Johnson
Hospital in Hamilton.

Born in Queens, N.Y., he resided in
Fanwood, N.J. for 32 years before
moving to Allentown.

A graduate of St. John’s Univer-
sity, Martin retired from the New
York State Department of Labor after
42 years of service. He was a member
of St. John’s Church in Allentown,
enjoyed music and excelled at classic
movie and music trivia.

Predeceased by his brother,
Michael Cleere, and sister, Lillian
Puccio, he is survived by his wife of
47 years, Patricia Cleere; his son,
Mark Cleere of Westfield; a sister,
Anne O’Hanlon of Massapequa Park,
N.Y.; a sister-in-law, Ann Cleere of
Manalapan; a brother-in-law, Rudy
Puccio of Hampton Bays, N.Y., as
well as many nieces, nephews, grand-
nieces and grand-nephews.

A Memorial Mass was celebrated
on Saturday, October 1, at St. John’s
Church, 1282 Yardville Road in
Allentown.

Arrangements were by the Peppler
Funeral Home, 114 South Main
Street, Allentown. Interment was pri-
vate.

October 6, 2011

Author to Recount Search
For Civil War Vets’ Graves

WESTFIELD – Robert MacAvoy,
co-author of the two-volume books
“Our Brothers Gone Before,” that
list over 40,000 names of Civil War
veterans buried in the State of New
Jersey, will be the guest speaker at
the Thursday, October 13 program
of the Genealogical Society of the
West Fields. The program will take
place from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Meet-
ing Room of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.

In 1989, Mr. MacAvoy joined
Chuck Eckhardt and the Remem-
bering Veterans North and South
project to locate and document all
Civil War veterans’ graves in New
Jersey. Mr. MacAvoy will discuss
the beginnings of the project, the
methodology used during the ini-
tial physical inventory of the graves,
the paper chase that ensued and the
difficulties they endured.

Mr. MacAvoy also will describe

the usefulness and pitfalls of the
Internet when used to research Civil
War veterans and will discuss some
of the interesting stories of veter-
ans of Union County and some of
the more unusual discoveries.

In 2006, he and Mr. Eckhardt
published the results of their find-
ings in “Our Brothers Gone Be-
fore.” Although the books were
published several years ago, the
project is continuing with the search
for the burials of over 10,000 Civil
War veterans with ties to New Jer-
sey, with the expectation that new
material will be added to “Our
Brothers Gone Before.”

In January 1967, Mr. MacAvoy
enlisted in the United States Air
Force. He served a tour in Vietnam
with the 35th Tactical Fighter Wing
and was awarded the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal. After leaving the
service, he was employed at Merck
& Company in Rahway for 32 years.

Screening to Be Held
For Blood Pressure

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Health Department will of-
fer a Blood Pressure Screening
Clinic on Tuesday, October 11,
from 10 a.m. to noon at the Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at
1927 Bartle Avenue.

While all township residents are
welcome to partake of this free
service, those residents who are
over the age of 30 and smoke, or
are overweight, or have a family
history of heart disease or diabe-
tes, and who have not had their
blood pressure checked recently,
are particularly urged to attend the
monthly clinics.

Nurse Michele Cole will admin-
ister the blood pressure screen-
ings. For more information, Ms.
Cole can be reached in her Rahway
office at (732) 827-2158.

Temple Series to Address
Different Views on Israel

WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-
El will inaugurate a three-part pro-
gram designed to facilitate respect-
ful and constructive discussion in
the Jewish community regarding
Israel, featuring representatives
from varying Jewish organizations.

According to Rabbi Douglas Sagal,
senior rabbi of Temple Emanu-El,
the American Jewish community has
become deeply divided over Israel,
becoming two camps – one that places
Israel’s security above all else, the
other that places Israel’s moral fiber
above all else – and these two camps
no longer are willing to speak to or
engage in dialogue with one another,
threatening the cause of Zionism both
sides share.

Jeremy Ben-Ami, founder of J Street,
will speak at Temple Emanu-El on

Sunday, October 16, at 4 p.m. AIPAC
will send one of its deputy directors to
speak at the temple on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11, at 4 p.m. Both events will be free
and open to the public.

The Philadelphia-based Israel
Dialogue group will facilitate a dis-
cussion about Israel at Temple
Emanu-El on Sunday, November
20, at 3 p.m. This event will be open
to temple members only.

The Charles Kroloff Fund for Jew-
ish Learning will sponsor all three
programs. Temple Emanu-El is lo-
cated at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield. For more information,
contact Carolyn Shane, executive
director of Temple Emanu-El, at
(908) 232-6770, extension no. 114,
or cshane@tewnj.org, or visit the
temple website, tewnj.org.

FCC to Begin Singles Group
With ‘Rhythmania’ Event

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield will
launch a new fellowship program for
single adults with a special event
entitled “Rhythmania” on Friday,
October 14, at 7:30 p.m. in the
church’s Patton Auditorium. The
church is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield.

“Rhythmania” is a drum circle led
by musicians Mike Osrowitz and Jim
Thoma. Mr. Osrowitz, principal per-
cussionist of the New York City Op-
era, has performed with Andrea Bocelli
and Mary J. Blige. Mr. Thoma is the
principal timpanist with the North-
eastern Pennsylvania Philharmonic.

Drum circles are informal gather-
ings centered on group drumming

that encourage community building.
They are designed to facilitate social-
ization, reduce stress and enhance
immune system functions.

First Congregational Church is of-
fering this new fellowship as an alter-
native to Internet social networking
for single adults, ages 30 to 60-plus,
who are interested in meeting others.
Singles of all races, nationalities and
sexual orientations are invited to at-
tend. The fee is $20 per person and an
e-mail response is recommended to
secure a spot for this event.

To make a reservation, contact:
uccfcc@verizon.net. For additional
information, call the church office at
(908) 233-2494 or visit the church
website, fccofwestfield.org.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet October 10

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on
Monday, October 10, at 1:30 p.m. in
the Holy Trinity Interparochial School
gymnasium, located at 336 First Street
in Westfield. All are welcome.

Guest speakers Theresa Brown and
Milissa Colton from Westfield’s
McKinley Elementary School will
discuss a program called “More Af-
ter School.” Attendees are asked to
bring non-perishable food items for
the local food pantry.

Father Matthew Looney has an-
nounced that the club’s first trip of
the season will be to the Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse to see The Odd
Couple on Thursday, October 20.
Tickets are $68, which includes the
show, lunch and the bus. The group
will leave at 10 a.m. from the Knights
of Columbus parking lot at 2400
North Avenue in Scotch Plains.

CONTACT We Care Names
New Executive Director

WESTFIELD – CONTACT We
Care, a New Jersey-based non-profit
dedicated to crisis intervention and
suicide prevention through its tele-
phone hotline, has named Joanne
Oppelt of South Plainfield executive
director. Ms. Oppelt will replace in-
terim executive director Melanie
Lester.

Ms. Oppelt most re-
cently served as devel-
opment director for
Community Access
Unlimited (CAU), a
non-profit human ser-
vices agency serving
people with disabilities
and at-risk youth. She
also is an adjunct pro-
fessor at Kean Univer-
sity and has nearly 20
years experience in the
human services sector.

The new executive
director will be responsible for the
day-to-day operation of CONTACT,
as well as fund-raising, public rela-
tions, financial management, board
communications and community and
non-profit industry representation.
Ms. Oppelt additionally will oversee
execution of the agency’s mission,
with a goal of expanding its capabili-
ties, funding, resources and image.

“In Joanne Oppelt we have found
the ideal candidate to replace our

outstanding current interim execu-
tive director Melanie Lester,” said
Karen Yutsus, president of the CON-
TACT We Care board of directors.
“Her career background in the hu-
man services sector, her accomplish-
ments while at Community Access
Unlimited and her organizational
skills make her perfectly suited to fill

Melanie’s shoes and move
CONTACT We Care for-
ward.”

“I look forward to this
new challenge and to work-
ing with the staff and vol-
unteers of CONTACT We
Care to serve our constitu-
ents,” Ms. Oppelt said. “I
have learned that every-
thing you do at a human
services organization must
make a difference in the
community and meet the
needs of the people you

serve. And there are many ways to
strengthen an organization’s ability
to do that. That will be my goal at
CONTACT We Care.”

Ms. Oppelt is a graduate of Bethany
College with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Education and Wilkes Uni-
versity with a Master of Health Ad-
ministration degree.

For more information about CON-
TACT We Care, call (908) 301-1899
or visit contactwecare.org.

Joanne Oppelt

Library Friends Seek
Book Sale Donations
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Friends

of the Mountainside Library will hold
its fall book sale for all ages on Satur-
day, October 22, from 10 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. at the Mountainside Public Li-
brary. The sale will include hard-
cover and paperback offerings of fic-
tion, non-fiction and children’s books.
An assortment of CDs, DVDs and
other items also will be available.

Donations will be accepted inside
the library during hours of operation
Saturday through Wednesday, Octo-
ber 15 to 19. Books, DVDs, CDs,
puzzles and games will be welcome.
Also, for the first time, the Friends
will accept donations of video games
for X-Box, Wii, Playstation and other
gaming stations.

Donated items should be clean, us-
able and in good condition. The Friends
cannot accept textbooks, magazines,
encyclopedias or outdated materials.

All proceeds will support library
programs. The library is located on
Constitution Plaza in Mountainside.
For more information, or to learn
about becoming a Friend of the
Mountainside Library, call (908) 233-
0115 or visit mountainsidelibrary.org.

Library Invites Residents
To Go ‘Bat-ty’ on Oct. 15

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library will present “Going
Bat-ty: Learn all about
Bats” on Saturday, Oc-
tober 15, at 10:30 a.m.
The library is located at
550 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Jackie Kashmer, di-
rector of the New Jer-
sey Bat Sanctuary, will
show the audience sev-
eral real bats and ex-
plain their behavior and
everything about them.
She will cover such
things as the different
colors of bats, their im-
portance to a healthy environment

and steps to take if one is found.
Ms. Kashmer became a wildlife re-

habilitator 20 years ago,
rehabilitating small
mammals and songbirds.
Six years ago, she began
to concentrate solely on
bats when she realized
that large rehab centers
could not always provide
the necessary care and
feeding of a baby bat,
which is the size of a
thumbnail.

Questions will be wel-
come. This program will
be free and open to
Westfield Memorial Li-

brary and MURAL cardholders. MU-
RAL cardholders belong to libraries
that are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries.

To see if a library participates, check
the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4116.

Jackie Kashmer

Price Fixe Dinner
To Benefit Resolve

SCOTCH PLAINS – The board of
directors of Resolve Community
Counseling Center, Inc., in partner-
ship with the Stage House Inn, will
host a dinner at the Inn on Tuesday,
October 18, to benefit Resolve, a
private, non-profit mental health
agency in Scotch Plains.

The Stage House Inn, located at
366 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains (at
the corner of Park Avenue and Front
Street), will present a four-course,
$50 price fixe dinner with a choice of
several entrées, appetizers and des-
serts. A salad course also will be
included. Beverages will be avail-
able, or diners may bring their own
beer or wine. Proceeds from the
evening will help Resolve continue
its mission of providing affordable
mental health services.

For reservations, interested persons
are asked to call Resolve at (908)
322-9180 and leave their name, con-
tact information and the number of
guests who will attend. Reservation
times are flexible.

Founded in 1974, Resolve provides
mental health counseling and educa-
tion programs for children, adoles-
cents and adults, couples and fami-
lies. Fees for individual counseling
are determined on a sliding scale,
according to ability to pay. For more
information, visit resolvenj.com.

Newcomers Announce
Fall Meet and Greet

FANWOOD – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Newcomers’ Club invites
new residents and those who have
been through a recent life change,
such as marriage, a new baby or
change of employment, to attend
its Fall Meet and Greet.

The event will be held on Thurs-
day, October 13, at 8 p.m. at the
Forest Road Park Community
Building in Fanwood. Current mem-
bers will highlight club activities
such as Playgroups, Community
Outreach, Ladies Night Out, Tod-
dler Adventures, Morning Coffee,
Movie Night, Walking Groups and
Book Discussion. Gifts donated by
local businesses will be raffled off
at the event.

Anyone interested in attending
this event is asked to e-mail
newcomersmembership@yahoo.com
or call the club at (908) 312-0260.
Attendees are asked to bring non-
perishable food items, which will
be donated to the local food pantry.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Newcomers’ Club, a non-profit so-
cial organization, offers daytime
and evening activities for women,
their partners and children. For more
information about the club or the
upcoming Fall Meet and Greet, visit
the club website, scotchplains.com/
newcomers/.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Autism Walk to Be Held
At Nomahegan Oct. 16

CRANFORD – Autism Speaks,
North America’s largest autism sci-
ence and advocacy organization,
has announced that the eighth an-
nual North/Central New Jersey
Walk Now for Autism Speaks fund-
raising and awareness event will
take place on Sunday, October 16,
at Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

All event proceeds will support
Autism Speaks’ work, both locally
and nationally, to increase aware-
ness about the growing autism
health crisis, fund autism research
and family services, and advocate
for the needs of individuals with
autism and their families in New
Jersey and beyond.

The Walk Now for Autism
Speaks events are the signature
fund-raising events for Autism
Speaks, and raised more than $26
million in 2010 alone to support
autism research, awareness and
advocacy.

The day will include a three-mile
walk and a Community Resource
Fair featuring local autism service
providers with educational re-
sources and creative child-friendly
activities. Additional children’s ac-
tivities will include a Home Depot
Kids Workshop and Moon Bounces,
among other offerings.

“In addition to raising funds and
awareness, the walk is a chance for
families to come together and en-
joy a day of laughter, hope and
community,” said Jennifer Love,
North/Central New Jersey Walk
chairwoman. “Working together,
we are making great strides toward
improving the lives of people with
autism and their families.”

Toys “R” Us® and Babies “R”
Us® will serve as the North Ameri-

can sponsors of Walk Now for Au-
tism Speaks. Additional sponsors
will include McCarter & English,
Robinson & Cole, and C.R. Bard.

For more information about the
2011 North/Central New Jersey
Walk Now for Autism Speaks, visit
walknowforautismspeaks.org/
NCNJ or contact the New Jersey
Regional Office at (609) 228-7332
or NewJersey@autismspeaks.org.

Realtors Post Date
For Blood Drive

WESTFIELD – The Greater Union
County Association of Realtors will
hold a blood drive on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 11, from 2:30 to 7 p.m. The
mobile blood van will be parked at
the Coldwell Banker Westfield-West
parking lot at 600 North Avenue,
West, in Westfield (across from Lord
& Taylor).

The drive will be held in conjunc-
tion with New Jersey Blood Services
(nybloodcenter.org) and coordinated
by the Realtor Community Service
Committee of the Greater Union
County Association of Realtors.

One in three people will need blood
sometime during their lives. Blood
lasts only 42 days. In addition to
saving a life, each time an individual
donates, he or she will earn Donor
Advantage points
(mydonoradvantage.com), redeem-
able for a wide variety of gifts and
gift cards. Participants can even do-
nate their Advantage points to help
select charitable organizations.

For more information, or to re-
serve,  contact  Kalpana at
K a l p a n a . k r i s h n a -
kumar@cbmoves.com or call (908)
233-0065. Walk-ins also will be
welcome.

Self Defense For Teens
On Tap This Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA will
offer a Self Defense for Teens pro-
gram for ages 14 to 18 this Sunday,
October 9, from 1 to 2:30 p.m. at the
Main Y Facility, located at 1340
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Individuals can register now at the
YMCA Member Service Desk at the
Main Y Facility, or call the Y at (908)
889-8880.


