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Are You Interested
In World Events?

You may be interested in joining
The Princeton Committee on For-
eign Relations (PCFR), a member of
the American Committees on For-
eign Relations (ACFR). PCFR is an
interactive foreign relations discus-
sion group, hosting nationally- and
internationally-renowned speakers
eight times a year in Princeton, N.J.

Our meetings begin with a cocktail
hour, followed by the speaker’s re-
marks, a three-course dinner with
wine and a lively question-and-an-
swer session between the audience
and the speaker. We seek to adjourn
by no later than 9 p.m. In this intimate
format, our members are able to learn
and have their questions answered by
experts in their respective fields. Each
year our members also have the op-
portunity to attend a national meeting
convention of the 33 ACFR commit-
tees from around the nation in Wash-
ington, D.C. These meetings typically
include a foreign embassy reception
and dinner at the State Department.

Our speakers have extraordinary
backgrounds and expertise in areas
that are among the most important in
the world today and, in the past, have

included such persons as Ted Kattouf,
former U.S. Ambassador to Syria;
Barbara Bodine, former U.S. Am-
bassador to Yemen; Jack Mattock,
Ronald Reagan’s U.S. Ambassador
to the USSR; Robert Finn, former
U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan;
Gordon Chang, an expert on China,
Korea and Russia; Claudia Rossett,
expert on the UN and contributor to
The Wall Street Journal, and Monique
Al-Faizy, an expert on today’s Egypt
and Mme. Michele Pierre Louis, the
former prime minister of Haiti.

All PCFR speakers provide first-
hand knowledge of today’s changing
world, imparting nonpartisan points
of view and expert analyses that one
cannot readily find in any other type
of setting or medium. This is a fantas-
tic opportunity to enhance your
knowledge, and we are confident you
will find it fascinating and reward-
ing. If you are interested in learning
more about PCFR and would like
further information, please contact
me, Jim Baker, at
jimbaker996@verizon.net.
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VOTE NOVEMBER 8th FOR TIM VAN EPP 
FOR 1st WARD TOWN COUNCILMAN

www.TimVanEpp4TownCouncil.com
Paid for by:  Tim Van Epp for Town Council, Alice Fertig, Treasurer

Tim Van Epp
for Westfield Town Council

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.,
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, October 20, 2011 at Snuffy’s Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch Plains,
New Jersey and Saturday, October 22, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Clark,
New Jersey. Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 38
years, and his group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law,
explain the legal process and answer your questions concerning premarital
agreements, separation, divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets,
alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed
financial and child related circumstances, how the current economic climate will 
impact divorce and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil
unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no last names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2011
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2011
   1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

SNUFFY’S PANTAGIS
RENAISSANCE
250 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
908-322-7726
www.weddings@pantagis.com

CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL 
36 Valley Road
Clark, New Jersey 07066
732-574-0100

   www.crowneplaza.com/clarknj

“Find what brings you joy and go there” 
 

 
 

Find Nirvana.  Get vacation sleep EVERY night!  Let us build you your perfect 
mattress.  We have over 30 years of mattress building experience, right here in 

your neighborhood. 

YYou order it… we build it… we deliver it!  

 
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ * 908-322-4178 

www.mattressfac.com  
Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5 

  Scan here with your 
smart phone to 
enter our giveaway 
of an Amazon Kindle

Voters Need to Determine Which
Candidates Offer Best Vision for FW

Westfield Operates Effectively And
Efficiently In Tough Economic Times

Arrogance of Public By Freeholders
For ‘10 MusicFest Is Another Red Flag

Candidate Letter, FW Dems
Help Those In Need
By Stocking Pantry

Recently the Fanwood Democrats
gathered together at Mayor Mahr’s
home to discuss the upcoming local
election but also to collect some much
needed supplies for our community
food pantry. While elections matter,
what matters more to us is that not
one Fanwoodian should ever go hun-
gry.

We felt strongly that our event was
an opportunity to shed some much
needed attention on the fact that we
do have a food pantry, which we
share with Scotch Plains. While many
of us have much to be thankful for,
we shouldn’t forget those who many
times are struggling in silence. That
night we collected so many items,
such as large bags of rice, peanut
butter and jelly, soups, pasta and
juices. They went as one delivery to
the pantry, but really have the finger-
prints of so many caring residents.

Donations are accepted at Borough
Hall, and for a list of what they need,
please visit our website,
www.fanwooddems.com.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
Councilman Russell Huegel

Council Candidate Kevin Boris

At the last freeholder meeting I
asked for an apology from the free-
holder board for their mismanage-
ment and lack of oversight of 2010
MusicFest. The Westfield Leader, the
only newspaper that consistently has
a reporter present at freeholder meet-
ings, reported that Union County
Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah

Scanlon said she did not feel an apol-
ogy was warranted from the county
following the release of a report by
the prosecutor’s office highlighting
the lack of full financial accounting
reports from the county and its ven-
dors for the operation of the 2010
MusicFest event held in Clark.

Freeholder Sullivan’s response
was to complain that I had mispro-
nounced Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow’s name.

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Al
Mirabella acknowledged that proper
controls were not in place in 2010
and were added for this year’s event
held recently. I do not believe that is
enough. Not one county employee
was held responsible, including the
freeholders who the county manager
reports to.

The Union County Watchdog As-
sociation (UCWA) submits that
proper controls were not in place
since 2007 when we began monitor-
ing the costs of MusicFest. The
county’s claims of the costs of their
MusicFests never added up within
the documents they would provide
through the OPRA.

Everything former county manager
George Devanney was involved in
overseeing is suspect and should be
audited by the State Comptroller’s
office, not by the Union County Pros-
ecutor, who presents his budget to the
freeholders and draws a paycheck
from the county payroll and social-
izes with the Devanney family.

The arrogance and contempt of the
public shown by the freeholders for
2010 MusicFest is another red flag.

Tina Renna, UCWA
Cranford

In response to last week’s Letter to
the Editor by Fanwood’s Mayor Mahr,
I agree that the next 33 days in the run
up to the election are important to the
future of Fanwood. It is not a silly
season. But I am writing it to remind
people that the mayor’s vision is not
necessarily the only vision, or even
the correct vision.

Sometimes a different perspective
is useful: to initiate a discussion (it
was a member of the mayor’s own
party who first asked questions about
funding for the renovation of the
Caboose), nudge it where it should
be (a discussion over nail salons ex-
tending into a broader one as to how
to enhance the business mix down-
town) or recognize the true wishes of
a broad segment of the community
(driveway widening).

As in the case with the Caboose,
sometimes a different sense can come
from within one’s own party. Some-

times it comes from outside, but more
often it comes from the open discus-
sion an election (ideally) fosters. But
regardless of the source, discussion
(and questioning) enhances both
transparency and ultimate consen-
sus. Fanwood has a unique luxury –
local politics are retail. This means
that you do get to meet the candi-
dates, assess their accomplishments,
their vision for the future, the paths
they wish to follow to get there, and
how those paths coincide with what
is happening at both state and county
levels.

Do take the time – aside from be-
ing fun, it is a necessary part of your
civic duty. As you do, ask yourself
which vision and path make sense
and who will most likely ask the
questions that will need to be asked
on critical issues such as shared ser-
vices, budget caps and the funding of
capital projects going forward. That
is what is at stake, and that is why
your engagement is important.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

I proudly represent the residents of
Westfield’s Third Ward on our Town
Council. I am asking those residents to
support me on November 8 as I seek
election to the council for a full term. I
read with interest, and some concern,
the recent letters submitted by my oppo-
nents for the Third Ward Council seat.
They describe a Westfield that I do not
recognize, a place where local govern-
ment is dysfunctional, is cloaked in se-
crecy and fails to effectively provide
basic services to its residents.

The Westfield that I know operates
effectively and efficiently in very diffi-
cult economic conditions. It is governed
by volunteer officials who care genu-
inely about the town, operate openly
and give the public abundant access to
not just themselves, but to information
regarding the annual budget process, all
available municipal resources and other
data, through weekly public meetings,
publication of comprehensive informa-
tion on the town’s website and through
other easily accessible sources.

Its police, fire and other departments
are led by qualified individuals who
share the council members’ concern for
the well-being of our residents. A major
concern is that tax dollars be spent wisely
and only to the extent necessary, as
evidenced by, for example, the reduc-
tion in overall operating expenses across
all departments in each of the past four

years.
I find it unacceptable for someone

seeking the privilege of representing his
neighbors to suggest that the council and
other municipal officials be prohibited
from entering into contracts with a quali-
fied lowest bidder. As required by law,
there may be some proprietary informa-
tion associated with the contract that the
vendor seeks to keep confidential. Equally
concerning to me is any “policy” that
would bar town council members from
making any decisions or taking any ac-
tions that they were elected to do unless
they first obtain, and of course pay for,
“the written opinion of a qualified ex-
pert.” The proposed policy evidences a
serious misunderstanding of the role and
duties of elected and appointed local of-
ficials, as well as economic realities.

There is always room to improve how
any organization functions, and the Town
of Westfield is no exception. I want to
continue my service on the town council
because I believe I can use my back-
ground and business experience to make
Westfield work smarter and better. In
addition, I also want to preserve all that
we enjoy about living in this town, the
things that led a statewide publication to
name Westfield as the best place to live
among towns of its size.

Councilman Mark LoGrippo
Third Ward, Westfield
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