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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Why Take So Long to
Remove Carcass?

Sometime during the night of Sep-
tember 28, a deer was hit and died on
the corner of Alden and Mountain
Avenues. Several reports were made
to the Westfield PD. Some 24 to 30
hours later, this deer is still lying on
the lawn of a property owner.

I called the Westfield PD at 10 a.m.
on September 30, asking when this
carcass was going to be removed. I
was told a fax had been sent on the
29th to the contractor Westfield has
hired to take care of such matters.
When asked when this contractor
would be showing up, I was told,
“don’t know; we just send the fax
with the information.”

Honestly, if this dead animal was
laying on the mayor’s, any
councilperson’s, or for that fact any
police officer’s property, it would have
been taken care of before 30 hours
had gone by. At this point I feel this is
a health hazard, as other animals have
been eating off this carcass over-
night. If school were open yesterday
[September 29] and today [Septem-
ber 30], our children would have had
to walk past this dead animal.

Wouldn’t you think another fax, or
possibly a phone call, would be in
order?

Dorothy Hackett
Westfield

Thanks to All Who Helped With Book
Drive at Brookside After Hurricane

Tick Tock; Is It Time For
Another Westfield Town Clock?

Cranford Mayor Reports on PSEG
Substation, Questions Future

After reading a letter from Julia
Diddell in your September 29, 2011
edition re: the “Friends of the Westfield
Clock” and later in the letter called the
“Friends of the Town Clock,” I be-
came immediately confused. I don’t
know who these groups are, but I
wonder if they even know that
Westfield already HAS a legitimate
Town Clock which was purchased with
funds raised by a fair and dinner in the
first Arcanum Hall (corner of Pros-
pect and Broad Streets) on December
16 and 17, 1886. The objective was to
raise $600 with the cooperation of the
townsfolk, merchants and other
Westfield churches. The goal was
achieved and the new Town Clock was
placed in the tower of what was then
The First Methodist Episcopal Church
in the center of Westfield. Subse-
quently, a mandate was issued to the
church to care for and maintain the
clock in perpetuity. The Town Clock
and its bell were later moved to the
new church built in 1910.

The Westfield Town Clock is recog-
nized by the Westfield Historical So-
ciety as the official Town Clock. Fur-
ther, the Westfield Historic Preserva-
tion Commission twice presented
Preservation Commendations, on
May 16, 1994, and June 16, 1994, to
the First United Methodist Church
and to me and Stephen H. Merrill
(project assistant) for the restoration
of the Town Clock and Bell. During
the years 1992 and 1993, Westfield
residents, present and former, along
with many businesses, contributed
generously in order to restore our
Town Clock. For 125 years this mag-
nificent time piece, with real gold
hands, minute marks and numerals,
still pendulum driven and wound once
a week, has kept accurate time and
strikes every hour.

I would question why the Town of
Westfield would entertain the plant-
ing of another clock when we can

boast that Westfield has a Town Clock
that is unlike what most communities
lack and/or enjoy. Add to that there is
already a clock hanging off the former
Central Jersey Bank and Trust Com-
pany building on the northwest cor-
ner of Broad and Elm Streets. It was
restored some time ago and has been
a fixture in that intersection for al-
most 80 years. Maybe the better place
for a “digital electronic clock made
to look old” would be in one of the
railroad station plazas.

 While I am not thoroughly aware
of the motivations of this new group,
other than it would like to copy nearby
towns which have installed “faux”
post clocks in some main intersec-
tions, I’d like to submit that a better
goal might be to concentrate efforts
on raising funds to help maintain,
sustain and celebrate what we al-
ready have – the official Westfield
Town Clock – or even the tower in
which it resides. This is a concept
many New England towns employ
when they are fortunate enough to
have a town clock already in place in
a prominently located church or build-
ing. Maybe then there might not be
any worries about federal tax ID num-
bers or the raising of $100,000, a tidy
sum these days.

More than likely, most of the resi-
dents of Westfield, though they may
drive by the “official” Town Clock ev-
ery day, have never seen what makes it
“tick.” Likewise, they may not really
appreciate its historic significance. An
invitation is always open, even as it was
at the clock’s re-dedication at 10:30
a.m. on January 8, 1994, to inquire and
plan a visit. It’ll be a step back in time.
Now all we have to ask is, “Do we
really need one or two more, now very
expensive, “unofficial town clocks?”

John Panosh
Westfield Town Bell Master

Curator of the Westfield Town Clock

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to PSEG and copied to this
newspaper.

I am asked often will PSEG move or
protect the substation that was impacted
by flooding that caused 6,000 residents
to be without power for several days?
That is 25 percent of the town’s popu-
lation. We had several streets in
Cranford like Balmiere, that were with-
out power longer, who also had been
directly hit by the flood. Our business
district was shut down for a week,
which had to hurt many of these small
businesses. Westfield, too, had impacts
from the loss of the high voltage line.

In no way am I critical of the re-
sponsiveness of PSEG.

I am sending a copy of this request
to the local newspaper because I have
an obligation to ensure I ask publicly
and you answer. On the one hand the
substation building is actually on the
historical registry, so past storms ap-
parently had no impact. One of the
workers, Felipe, was very disturbed
when I mentioned the equipment had
to be moved; he talked about the
history there. That doesn’t go over

well with residents. But Felipe was
so engaged in what he was doing.

We are not sure why, but the size of
the river flows during storms has
risen in the past two decades, and the
question of will it happen again is on
our collective minds. We have that
data for your review.

Cranford would like a report from
PSEG on what the utility intends re-
garding the substation. We do believe it
needs to be moved to another location
or the equipment needs to be lifted up
outside of 500-year storm damage.

You are invited to our October 11
meeting anyway so we can say thanks
to you for the efforts you made to
restore power quickly. We are inviting
many others who assisted the commu-
nity to say thanks. We have a work-
shop meeting before the formal meet-
ing and would appreciate knowing
what is next with regards to this issue.

I want to stress again knowing
someone cared during the tough time
was so very important.

Dan Aschenbach
Mayor of Cranford

Former Area Resident Returns
To Attend Union County MusicFest

We would like to extend our sin-
cerest thanks to everyone who as-
sisted with the Brookside Place
School (BPS) Book Drive. With the
help and generosity of many people
and organizations in Cranford and
our surrounding communities, we
collected thousands of books and
were able to help the BPS teachers in
every grade level begin to rebuild
their classroom libraries, which were
destroyed by Hurricane Irene.

We still have many boxes of useful
books that simply will not fit in the
temporary classrooms and are in stor-
age for when the students and teach-
ers return to BPS.

We would like to specifically thank
the PTAs of all the Cranford and
Westfield Public Schools, as well as
the Westfield Area YMCA, for help-
ing us get the word out about the
book drive. We are grateful to the
YMCA for being a drop-off site and
to the Cranford Community Center
for providing space to collect, sort
and store books.

Thank you to the many individual
book donors and local organizations

that quickly responded to our need
with an abundance of wonderful
books. A special thanks goes to Scho-
lastic, Barnes & Noble, and
BookBGone for their particularly
generous book donations.

We also appreciate the kindness of
all those who made considerate mon-
etary donations. We collected over
$1,200, which will be used to pur-
chase specific titles that are still
needed, as well as additional class-
room supplies lost as a result of the
storm.

Finally, there was a small army of
volunteers who helped to sort through,
organize, distribute and move into
storage the many books that we re-
ceived. It was truly a group effort. We
could not have done it without all of
you.

Brookside Place School is fortu-
nate to be part of such a wonderful
community so willing to support
neighbors in need. On behalf of the
families and teachers of BPS, thank
you very, very much.

Mary Castle, Megan Marchese and
Debbie McCaffery; Cranford

Oh, MusicFest.
I came from Carolina, with my banjo

on my knee. I went to the MusicFest, with
my true love for to see.

Arrived Saturday morning, stayed all
til Sunday night.

I met a lot of good ol’ friends and a few
that could go and fly a kite.

Dennis of the Smithereens greeted me
from the stage. Said we went to Kinder-
garten together, that told all of our age, I
proceeded to tell of the Abraham Lincoln
hat he wore in a play at school. When we
heard from behind the drum set, “That’s
Enough Out of You!”

The Toads got grey, Southside lost
weight, and Blondie looked kinda’ fat I
didn’t mind the extra poundage, cuz
Susanna knows I like ‘em like that.

I went from stage to stage, from tent to

tent to see what they all got. When I saw
the Overlook Hospital tent I just had to
make a stop.

I traveled over 700 miles just to take a
bone marrow test. And if a life gets saved
because we match, may MusicFest be
Heaven blessed.

That good ol’ northern food from the
vendors was not a thing to miss.

There was Tony’s Sausages, thin crust
pizza, but no southern grits. They wanted
Banjo Vinnie at the Union County Col-
lege tent.

Got to pick a tune out, maybe next year
I’ll do it again.

Oh, Union County, I bid farewell to
thee; For I come from Carolina, with my
banjo on my knee.

Vincent Lehotsky
Loris, S.C.

I Implore Town to Rethink Tamaques Parking Situation

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Plerotic – Restoring or producing

anew; such as in tissue
2. Springal – An active young man
3. Fustigate – To beat with a stick or

club
4. Lentigo – A freckle or freckly con-

dition of the skin

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ROUSANT
1. A large fruit bat native to the islands

of the Pacific
2. In heraldry, designating a bird, ris-

ing as if preparing to fly
3. A coarse product from tin dressing
4. An ornamental piece of plaster work

in the center of a ceiling or panel
TROLLOP

1. An untidy or dirty woman
2. Moving in a hopping or skipping

manner
3. In mines, a troughlike drain made of

wood
4. A scallop or large mollusk

ACRISY
1. Condition in which no right judg-

ment can be formed
2. Relating to or affecting external

surfaces
3. Sharpness; eagerness
4. Disbelief in God

QUEME
1. An oak tree
2. A pustule or pimple
3. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball

4. To please

Is This Quiet Campaign An Effort
To Keep Voter Turnout Low?

With Election Day just a month away (Tuesday,
November 8), it appears most candidates from State
Legislature down to county and municipal offices
are more focused on playing it safe by only reaching
out to their supporters at fundraisers and door-to-
door campaigning only to swing voters — as well as
attending street fairs.

September and October are usually busy months
with candidates issuing statements, conducting in-
terviews in the media and, of course, placing videos
on the airwaves. Thus far, it has been relatively quiet
on the election front in 2011. Is it campaign strategy
this year by both sides of the political aisle to
suppress voter turnout because Democrats and Re-
publicans believe they have an edge in voter registra-
tions if turnout stays low?

In our opinion, candidates should be more proac-
tive by using all communication tools available to
them to reach voters, from door-to-door campaign-
ing to campaign websites to letters-to-the-editor in
newspapers. Some candidates have resorted to send-
ing out weekly and daily e-mail updates, but there
are generally no issues discussed in this format, just
a quick line on an upcoming event or an attack on the
opposing political party. These messages also are
extremely informal, certainly nothing like an in-
person handshake or a “live” phone call from the
candidate, which was typical in the past.

With so little communication from candidates this
year, voters are likely thinking more about the Presi-
dential campaign, which has been ongoing for
months, even though that election is still a year away.

New Jersey does not have any statewide elections
this year; thus candidates in the 40 gerrymandered
legislative districts in the state – most — will easily
win reelection. They will be at the top of election
ballots this year. We see some exciting races locally,
though, such as in Westfield, Fanwood, Cranford,
Summit and Garwood.

We suspect candidates will start scrambling in the
waning weeks of the campaign once they realize
their message may not be reaching voters. They’ll
get nervous as always at the end of the line. Then
they will start making those annoying automated
Robo-calls the last week of the campaign, but only
to those who vote annually and that are affiliated
with their political party.

We urge voters to get to know the candidates by
asking them issue-oriented questions when they
come to their doors or at other venues. After all, an
informed voter is always the best voter. Also, show
them respect for their efforts.

You probably already know who is going to win
(in most cases). Still, let them know you understand
the issues and expect the best of them during their
next term in office.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Every Saturday morning during
soccer season, I drive my daughter to
Tamaques Park for soccer practice.
As soon as I enter the park, I get a
smile on my face when I see all the
parents and children participating in
outdoor activities such as flag foot-
ball, soccer, running, biking, walk-
ing, hanging on the jungle gym, etc.
The scene in Tamaques Park on week-
ends is what Westfield is all about.
There is a strong sense of community
and family values on display. The
feelings that I get when my family
and I take part in the activities that go
on in the park are one of the main
reasons that I chose to raise my fam-

ily in Westfield.
Thus, I was tremendously disap-

pointed to see the Westfield Police
issuing parking tickets to people who
had parked along the grass at the park
on Saturday morning. There are liter-
ally hundreds of people in the park
and there is not nearly enough park-
ing to accommodate those people.
People are forced to park along all of
the side streets around the park. I
ended up finding a space on Lambert
Circle and had to walk with my seven-
year-old on Lamberts Mill Road,
where there is no sidewalk, while
cars were driving by at over 40 mph.

I spoke with the officer who was
issuing the tickets, and he told me
that he was just following orders and
that the cars parked on the grass cre-
ated a safety issue. I would submit
that walking along Lamberts Mill
Road is a much greater safety issue
than parking on the grass. The fact
that he’s following orders doesn’t
make it right. Additionally, the of-

ficer explained to me that it’s the
community’s fault and we should be
carpooling to Tamaques Park. Even
if the amount of cars that drove to the
park was reduced by 50 percent, there
would still be a lack of adequate
parking inside the park. Not to men-
tion that people actually like to see
their kids play.

Ticketing parents who are in the
park to see their kids participate in
outdoor activities, or to participate
themselves, is a surefire way to ruin
the sense of community that is evi-
dent in the park. The Town of
Westfield and the Westfield Police
have an ideal opportunity here to
foster a greater sense of community.
Instead, they have taken steps to
ruin that feeling and that saddens
me. I implore our town council to
rethink about how they have chosen
to handle this situation.

Michael Cohen
Westfield

NO CROSSING
SIGNALS IN ‘27,

SCOOPERS
THO’

Gov. Christie Takes
Sherman Pledge

American Civil War General Will-
iam Tecumseh Sherman when he was
being considered as a possible Re-
publican candidate for the presiden-
tial election of 1884. He declined,
saying, “I will not accept if nomi-
nated and will not serve if elected.”
Thirteen years prior, he had similarly
asserted, “I hereby state, and mean
all that I say, that I never have been
and never will be a candidate for
President; that if nominated by either
party, I should peremptorily decline;
and even if unanimously elected I
should decline to serve.” (Keyes in
Nice Guys Finish Seventh: False
Phrases, Spurious Sayings, and Fa-
miliar Misquotations, p. 13.)

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm


