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DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$336$336AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

SHOPPING FOR CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.

*

Geico saved $440* on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $332*  on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $182 *  on average with Allstate

Annual  savings based on information reported nationally  by new Allstate  auto customers for  policies
written  in  2010.  Acutal  savings  will  vary.  Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance
Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Company

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

Save even more than before with
Allstate.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $336* a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first. 
You could be surprised by how much you’ll
save.

The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com
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One Senior Living Campus, Many Choices!
Your next move will be a pleasure when considering the many options 

available on our beautiful campus. Come see our newly updated 

residences and community center. You will also find many amenities 

along with an on-site healthcare center. This is the lifestyle you deserve. 

(908) 580-3840
8000 Fellowship Road  Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

www.fellowshipvillage.org

A Non-profit Continuing Care Retirement Community

Musicfest Procedures
Changed Following Report

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
SENSE OF HUMOR...The Riverside Inn in Cranford, devastated by the recent
flood, displays it’s wit and humor of the plight with an eye-catching sign on its
front window -- “The River Inn Side.”

ELIZABETH — Union County
Manager Alfred Faella has announced
that the county implemented a number
of fiscal recommendations made by
the Union County Prosecutor’s Office
in time for last month’s Union County
Fair featuring MusicFest.

Mr. Faella made the announcement
with the support of the Freeholder
Board, and through Finance Director
Bibi Taylor, who has outlined a com-
prehensive list of corrective actions in
nine areas pertaining to Prosecutor Ted
Romankow’s report report. The finance
director maintained a trailer onsite dur-
ing the event to ensure compliance, the
county said through its press release.

Some of the major areas covered in
the corrective action plan put forth by
Ms. Taylor has requested that the event
promoter and organizer, This Is It Pro-
ductions, provide Union County a re-
fund for $24,281 from parking funds
for 2010, plus a remittance of all rev-
enues collected to date on behalf of the
county for  the 2011 event.

The county adopted a parking plan
inclusive of the issuance of pre-num-
bered parking tickets for paying cus-
tomers, and designated staff to work
independently of This Is It’s oversight
of parking operations to ensure quality
control and compliance with applicable
rules and regulations. In addition, the
Union County Performing Arts Center
was instructed to retain a separate ac-
count for a balance of $115,452, and
only expenditures related to the 2011

county fair featuring MusicFest were
to be paid out of this account.

The county implemented cash han-
dling protocols as recommended by
the Prosecutor with regard to change
funds, cash registers, moneybags, cash
tally sheets, deposit slips, deposits, sup-
plies, and non-profits for the event.

The Office of County Counsel, in
accordance with law and on a case-by-
case basis, was instructed to review and
make recommendations relative to sup-
plying employees or any other service
for or conducting business on behalf of
any charitable organization.

Procedures were implemented for
sales as recommended by the
prosecutor’s office for Kids Kingdom,
amusement rides, artist merchandise,
county merchandise and parking.

All vendors, including the Union
County Performing Arts Center, were
instructed to provide the county with a
complete accounting of all expenses
and receipts incurred and realized, and
were to provide proof that any expense
contained in invoices, in excess of a
budgeted amount, were not reasonably
anticipated.

“We have reviewed the prosecutor’s
report thoroughly, and have worked
expeditiously to implement new fiscal
procedures in time for [last month’s]
event,” Mr. Faella said. “We want to
assure a smooth flow of our fiscal op-
erations and accountability for all mon-
ies collected and expended throughout
the event.”

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE FUN BEGINS…Toni Dolce, center, sings during Fanny Wood Day festivi-
ties on Sunday. Pictured, from left to right, are: Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Scotch Plains), Ana Diaz from Unity Bank, Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr and former councilwoman Donna Dolce, a  member of the Fanny Wood
Day Committee. Unity Bank sponsored the Foto’s of Fanwood contest.

Fanwood PD Offers Railroad/
Road Crossing Safety Tips

FANWOOD – Trains today are
often bigger, faster and quieter than
ever. Though diligent safety prac-
tices and engineering advancements
have reduced the numbers of injuries
and fatalities at highway-rail cross-
ings, incidents resulting from rail
trespass - often involving young
people - remain a constant chal-
lenge.

In order to educate the public and
keep the community safe, the
Fanwood Police Department has es-
tablished a free educational program
in conjunction with the organization
Operation Lifesaver. A representa-
tive is available to address civic
groups, PTAs, church or other orga-
nizations with a minimum size of
five attendees. The presentation will

be custom-fit for age groups rang-
ing from children to senior citizens.

Operation Lifesaver’s mission is
to end collisions, deaths and injuries
at highway-rail grade crossings and
on rail property through a nation-
wide network of volunteers who
work to educate people about rail
safety. The organizations national
office in Alexandria, Va., supports
state programs, developing videos,
educational brochures, instructional
information and other materials for
audiences of all ages

For more information on the pro-
gram or to schedule a presentation,
contact Fanwood Police Sergeant
Thomas Jedic at (908) 322-5000,
extension 151.To learn more about
the program, visit oli.org.

Mr. Sullivan said. He than said to
Mr. Smith, “Good luck on the cam-
paign trail. You are going to need
it.”

Prior to the exchange, Mr. Buettner
said a petition is going around the
county seeking to have the prosecutor
to extend his investigation to addi-
tional MusicFest events.

“We (UCWA) just looked into
one’s records. How many other
MusicFests should we be looking
at to see if this sickness goes back
further? I haven’t heard that from
any one of you up there,” Mr.
Buettner said.

Mr. Mirabella said some of the
speakers were “careless with the
truth.” He said “a significant cor-
rective action plan was put in place”
by the county, “looking at each as-
pect” of the prosecutor’s recom-
mendations.

“Anyone who went to MusicFest
this year knows that there were sig-
nificant controls in place, which
there needs to be. There wasn’t (in
2010) and that was proven neces-
sary. I acknowledge that.
Anyone…who read the report could
admit that and I admit it,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

He said Mr. Faella put together
an “extensive report” (see related
story on this page) that addressed
the “deficiencies” in Mr.
Romankow’s report.

“We are going to continue work
to make further improvements mov-
ing forward. If that event contin-
ues, we will have…even more con-
trols,” Mr. Mirabella said.
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Authorities in Westfield
Investigate Fatal Collision

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Po-
lice Department is investigating a fatal
accident that took place at 1:16 a.m.
last Saturday.

Police responded to a 9-1-1 call
reporting screams and a possible car
crash on the 1000 block of Tice Place.
Officers located two motor vehicles
that had come to uncontrolled rest on
the front lawns of two different resi-
dences on Tice Place. Both vehicles
had been propelled southbound after
colliding at the intersection of Clifton
Avenue and Tice Place. Air bags de-
ployed in both vehicles.

A 69-year-old Old Bridge man died
as a result of injuries sustained in the
crash. The victim, Peter Tyliczka,
had been airlifted by NorthSTAR,
the New Jersey State Police Medevac,
to University Hospital in Newark. He
apparently was not wearing a seatbelt

and was ejected from the vehicle,
according to police. Despite the ef-
forts of EMS and Trauma Center
personnel, the victim was pronounced
dead at 5:18 a.m.

Also injured in the crash was the
victim’s passenger, Kathy Grecco,
61, of Garwood. Ms. Grecco also was
transported to University Hospital,
where she was listed in serious but
stable condition.

The driver of the other vehicle,
Robert McGowan, 25, of Stamford,
Conn., sustained minor injuries in
the crash. Mr. McGowan’s passen-
ger, a 26-year-old Westfield man, also
was hospitalized with possible bro-
ken ribs.

The crash is under investigation by
the Westfield Police Traffic Bureau.
No charges had been filed at press
time.

Columbus Day Flag Raising Set
For Tomorrow at Courthouse

ELIZABETH — Union County
will hold its third annual Columbus
Day Flag Raising event tomorrow,
Friday, October 7, at 1:30 p.m. on the
steps of the Union County Court-
house.

David Toma of Clark will deliver
the keynote address. Mr. Toma has
received 2,000 awards and numerous
honorary PHDs throughout his career
that has resulted in two popular TV
series about him — “Toma” starring
Tony Musante and “Baretta” with
Robert Blake. He’s also written seven
books and numerous others have been
written about him, some in places as
far as Japan.

Elizabeth Bettina, author of the
book, “It happened in Italy: Untold
Stories of How the People of Italy
Defied the Horrors of the Holocaust,”
will speak about the lesser known
story of Italians and the Catholic
Church which worked to save the lives
of many Jewish refugees during World
War II.

Other speakers will include: Andre’
DiMino, president of the Italian
American One Voice Coalition,
which has led the fight against “Jer-
sey Shore;” Union County Surro-
gate James LaCorte, Union County
Manager Al Faella, and UNICO Dis-
trict X Governor Robert
Bengivenga.

Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella will host and emcee the
event. The Courthouse is located at
2 Broad Street in Elizabeth at the
corner of Rahway Avenue. In the
event of rain, the program will be
moved in doors to the County Court-
house Rotunda.

“Italian Americans continue to
make amazing contributions to
America, and we celebrate those con-
tributions as well as a culture that
has made the greatest contributions
to modern society,” said Mr.
Mirabella, whose father, Gene, was
the first Italian-American police
chief of Elizabeth.

Italian-style refreshments will be
served after the event in the court-
house. Parking (pay) is available in
the Elizabeth Midtown area at
Elizabeth’s Parking Deck 6 on
Jefferson Avenue and Dickinson
Street. A second deck is also close at
the Midtown Train Station entrance
on West Grand Street.

Sunday afternoon along with WDHA
radio from 2 to 4 p.m. A live pop and
rock band, Newborn Kings, will play
for most of the afternoon supple-
mented by a DJ.

In other business, the council
briefly discussed the upcoming deer
reduction efforts in the Ashbrook
Reservation, a program that has been
conducted every winter for the past
several years. Mayor Malool ques-
tioned the efficacy of the program,
noting that despite the years-long ef-
fort, the deer overpopulation prob-
lem did not seem to be abating. She
wondered if there were other options
to reduce the herd.
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Border Collies Control Geese
In WF’s Mindowaskin Park

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday
night’s Westfield Town Council
meeting, the council approved Paul
Lizzo’s proposed improvements of
an area of Mindowaskin Park near
the parking area for his Eagle Scout
project.

Mr. Lizzo told the council that he
intends to “improve the whole look
of the area” which backs up to
nearby homes and currently has a
dilapidated deer fence.

With the council’s approval, Mr.
Lizzo now intends to begin
fundraising for the project. He plans
to plant arborvitaes and to break
ground in March or April.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
told the council that on Monday a
new geese control plan started in
Mindowaskin Park. A company
called Geese Chasers is bringing
border collies into the park to chase
the geese away. The expenses for
this year are being covered by the
Friends of Mindowaskin Park, and
the town intends to pick up the
costs next year. Mr. Gildea said
almost all of the geese flew away
and that this method is being used
as a way to try to keep the geese
from nesting and laying eggs.

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst questioned whether the bor-
der collies were only being used in
Mindowaskin. He expressed con-
cern the geese would just move to
Tamaques Park and cause problems
with the pond there, which the town
recently dredged.

Mr. Gildea said that right now the
dogs are only being used in
Mindowaskin Park and it is the only
place the town has proof that the
geese are nesting.

First Ward Councilman Frank
Arena thanked the Friends of
Mindowaskin for their work, espe-
cially Debbie and Bob Berslem. He
also noted that a decrease in the
amount of goose droppings would
help with not only the quality of life
in the park, but also the quality of
the water in the pond.

Mr. Gildea said next week the
town will be soliciting Requests
For Proposals (RFP) for dredging
of Mindowaskin Pond. He also said
new dirt has been delivered to the
park for re-grading of an area, which
is also being done at the bequest of
the Friends of Mindowaskin Park.

Mrs. Burslem told The Westfield
Leader that the re-grading of two
sections of the park will cost over
$20,000 and is being done at no
cost to the town.

The council is also poised to ap-
prove a resolution next week award-
ing a contract to WPCS Interna-
tional Inc. for $31,993 for the pur-
chase of new communication equip-
ment for the fire department. This
is a capital budget expense and the
new equipment will meet the re-
quirements set forth by the Federal
Communications  Commission
(FCC) for the department’s com-
munication needs. According to Fire
Chief Dan Kelly, the equipment will
be installed at police headquarters
and both of the town’s firehouses.

days of approval; but Borough En-
gineer Dominic Carrino explained
that the contract is for one year in
case further repairs are warranted.

In addition, Mr. Carrino ex-
plained, the contract includes a pe-
destrian walkway and related im-
provements at Forest Road Park to
fully connect the parking lot and
the park’s main building.

Also included would be some
curbing work around the skating
area at LaGrande Park, Mr. Carrino
said.

A vote on the resolution had to be
put off until next Tuesday night’s
regular meeting because Mr. Estis
said a legal document lacked the
required notary signature.

During the agenda meeting that
followed, the governing body dis-
cussed plans to award a contract for
joint garbage disposal services for
Fanwood, Scotch Plains and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education. Mayor Mahr called the
initiative “another example of great
shared services.”

Since Fanwood’s existing trash
collection contract was already
“competitive,” according to Mayor
Mahr, the borough is not expected
to save as much money as Scotch
Plains or the school board as a re-
sult of joint garbage services; but
there will be some cost savings, the
mayor indicated.

The borough also discussed a
planned agreement with Scotch
Plains to provide bus service for
Fanwood senior citizens. Seniors
would be able to take a bus to their
regular meetings at Forest Road
Park, a local shopping center, and
possibly even medical appointments
in the future.

The governing body also talked
about plans for ongoing grant-
funded improvements at the
borough’s Carriage House/Kuran
Cultural Arts Center adjacent to
Borough Hall and the Community
House at the train station.

“We have the oldest train station
in Union County,” said Mayor Mahr,
“And we’d like to keep it.”

Historic Preservation Commis-
sion member Adam Kois, a local
architect, said planned maintenance
work at the Community House in-
cludes “repointing” of the historic
building’s foundation.

Mr. Kois said planned renova-
tions at the Kuran Center include
new windows, doors, and lighting.
The renovation plans, approved this
week by the Historic Preservation
Commission, are designed to be
period-correct renovations for the
building.

Mayor Mahr said the borough is
also exploring additional grant
funding to install air conditioning
in the Kuran Center.
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