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OPEN HOUSE EVENT – OCTOBER 16

with theAmerican DreamF all in Love
Tracy Devine, Regional Vice President

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times
PUMPKIN PATCH...Tom the Green Grocer, a fresh produce store on South Avenue, prepares for the fall and Halloween
by stocking up on mums, pumpkins and ghostly ghouls.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times
PIE FACE...Youngsters participate in a ice cream-eating contest held on Sunday
at the Fanny Wood Day street fair in downtown Fanwood.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times
CASUAL STROLL...Thousands attend Scotch Plains Day last Sunday afternoon
on Park Avenue.

TO THE RESCUE…The Chelsea at Fanwood donates $1,200 to the Fanwood
Rescue Squad on September 28  from funds of their golf outing at Fiddler’s Elbow
Golf Club. Pictured during the luncheon are Fanwood Rescue Squad members
Robert Levine, left, and Jeff Downing.

County Freeholders, Residents
Clash Over MusicFest Report
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The issuance of a
report by the Union County prosecu-
tor in August critical of how the 2010
MusicFest was managed by the
county was the subject of exchanges
between county freeholders and a
few county residents at the Septem-
ber 27 freeholders’ meeting.

“It became evident during the in-
vestigation that while the intent to
entertain the public was admirable,
as was the permission to permit cer-
tain charities to pursue fundraising,
the management of the event, from
the drafting of the contracts to the
accounting of monies, was poorly
executed by the County of Union,”
Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow said in his cover letter on
the report dated August 23 to new
Union County Manager Al Faella.
“An event of this nature requires con-
stant oversight and personal involve-
ment by those in county government
who endorse it. It received neither.
The use of public monies demands
much more than it received.”

At the September 27 meeting, Tina
Renna, president of the Union County
Watchdog Association (UCWA),
asked whether the freeholders felt
that county residents deserved an

apology following the findings in the
prosecutor’s five-month investiga-
tion.

“Certainly the public deserves an
apology,” Mrs. Renna said. “There is
nothing to apologize for?” Mrs.
Renna asked Freeholder Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon.

“No, I don’t think so,” Mrs. Scanlon
responded.

“Nothing to apologize for? For
(former County Manager) George
Devanney — the way he handled
MusicFest?” Mrs. Renna questioned.

Republican Freeholder candidate
Andy Smith of Summit said the free-
holders lacked leadership on the is-
sue.

“(Mr. Romankow) is saying that
this MusicFest was a complete disas-
ter and you’re saying you have noth-
ing to apologize for?” Mr. Smith said.

A military veteran, he said he be-
lieved former defense secretary
Donald Rumsfeld “should have
stepped down because he was the
guy in charge at a time when there
was another disaster,” namely the Abu
Ghraib U.S. military prison scandal
during the Iraq War. “He had to take
responsibility for that as a leader,”
Mr. Smith said.

Speaking of MusicFest, Mr. Smith
said, “When it is reported by a left-
wing-leaning newspaper, The Star-
Ledger; when they call for the end of
MusicFest, when they call for ac-
countability, leaders ought to step up

and take responsibility for that ac-
tion.”

He said the freeholders failed to
issue any comments “about how you
were going to hold anyone account-
able for what was clearly wrongful
conduct.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan shot back
that, “to compare MusicFest with Abu
Ghraib is ridiculous” and “beyond
the pale.” He then said, “Let me give
you a little bit of advice” regarding
Mr. Smith’s candidacy, at which point
Mr. Smith tried in interject from his
seat by asking, “What’s your point?
Are you trying to apologize?”

“You are out of order. I will have
you removed,” Mrs. Scanlon chimed
in because Mr. Smith was speaking
from his seat and during the free-
holders’ comments portion of the
meeting.

“You spoke to us; now we are speak-
ing to you,” Mr. Sullivan then said.

At that point, Mrs. Renna and
Cranford resident Jim Buettner started
an exchange with the board from
their seats at which time Mrs. Renna
was ejected from the meeting. And
than the meeting the meeting contin-
ued.

“It is easy for someone to get up
there (at the microphone) and say
what they want and we’re allowed to
say what we want. That’s the whole
essence of the government. You can
criticize us and we can criticize you,”Leader/Times to Sponsor

Forums in Fanwood, WF
FANWOOD — The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Times and The Westfield
Leader will sponsor the annual fo-
rums this month for candidates run-
ning for mayor and borough council
in Fanwood and for the Westfield
Town Council.

The Fanwood Candidates Forum will
take place on Thursday, October 27, in
the Borough Council Chambers with
doors opening at 7 p.m. Paul Peyton,
assignment editor for the Leader/Times,
will serve as moderator.

Fanwood candidates are: for mayor,
Colleen Mahr (I, D) and Joseph Britt
(R); council candidates, Democrats,
Russell Huegel (I) and Kevin Boris
and Republicans, Jason Benedict and
Nicole Cole.

The Westfield forum will be held on
Monday, October 24, with doors open-
ing at  7 p.m. in the Town Council
Chambers of the Westfield Municipal
Building, located at 425 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Lauren Barr, The
Leader’s Westfield Town Council re-
porter, will serve as moderator.

Council candidates are: First Ward,
Frank Arena (I, R) and Timothy Van
Epp (D); Second Ward, Jo Ann Neylan
(I, R); Third Ward, Mark LoGrippo

(I, R), Matthew Sontz (D) and Greg
Kasko (Ind.), and Fourth Ward, James
Foerst (I, R) and Greg Romer (D).

Residents are invited to e-mail top-
ics of interest to editor@goleader.com
to be included in questions raised
during these forums. The public is
invited to attend. Exact start times for
both forums will be announced soon.

The Westfield forum will be aired
on TV36 in Westfield while TV35 in
Fanwood will air the borough’s fo-
rum.

The Plainfield Area League of
Women Voters is sponsoring a forum
for candidates for the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders on
Wednesday, October 19 from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. at the Plainfield Public Li-
brary, 800 Park Avenue. The night
will include a forum for city council
candidates from the second ward.

Information for the General Elec-
tion on Tuesday, November 8, 2011
and background of the candidates in
the area are posted on
www.goleader.com.

There is no municipal election in
Scotch Plains this year and the
Mountainside Borough Election is
uncontested.

SP Council to Hold Hearing On
Brunner Parking Restrictions

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council will hold a public hear-
ing in two weeks on proposed park-
ing restrictions around Brunner El-
ementary School, but Mayor Nancy
Malool stated at Tuesday’s night’s
council meeting that it was not cer-
tain whether or not the governing
body would hold a formal vote at that
time. Instead, the council will take
into consideration comments from
any parents who may attend the Tues-
day, October 18 hearing before de-
ciding whether to vote then or put off
a vote as other options are pursued.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday, several parents of
Brunner School students spoke about

the proposed ordinance, which will
restrict parking on Homestead Ter-
race during school days and elimi-
nate parking on Cedar Brook Road in
an effort to boost driver and pedes-
trian safety around the school. A
Fanwood parent called the proposed
Homestead Terrace restrictions “aw-
ful,” claiming that 40 parking spaces
would be lost as a result. Another said
restricting parking would result in
other streets being increasingly con-
gested. “You’re just moving the prob-
lem,” she said.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney spoke
about the proposed ordinance stat-
ing, “We’re not spreading the prob-
lem; we’re spreading the parking.”
He said there were “simply not
enough spaces” on Homestead Ter-

race to allow parking there. He added
that the police department was also
concerned about the width of the
roadway and the number of cars pres-
ently crowding the street during
morning and afternoon hours.

Mayor Malool acknowledged the
safety issue, which she called the
“primary concern,” but also noted
that the question of where parents
dropping off and picking up their
children will park cannot be ignored.
Councilman Kevin Glover thought it
best to seek an alternative to the pro-
posed restrictions. “Where do these
people [the parents] go to?”

The council as a group will visit
the site before the public hearing in
an effort to familiarize themselves
with the neighborhood and the issues
involved that led to the proposed or-
dinance.

In other business, Assistant Town-
ship Engineer Joseph Timko asked
the council to approve a resolution
allowing the township to apply for a
state grant to help defray the costs of
a required soil remediation at the
former Terry-Lou Zoo property. Sev-
eral areas of contaminated soil have
been identified and will need to be
cleaned up prior to the property be-
ing developed into any type of public
park. The cost of the cleanup is esti-
mated to be about $88,000 and the
grant being applied for will finance
$70,000. The council agreed to pass
the resolution at its October 18 meet-
ing.

Public Works Director Kevin Ward
attended the meeting to ask for ap-
proval to purchase a $162,000 sewer
jetter vehicle, which can be used to
clear clogged sanitary sewer lines.
The new equipment would replace a
12-year-old apparatus. The council
was amenable to the idea, but said it
would discuss the particulars of how
the purchase will be financed at its
Tuesday, November 1 conference
meeting.

David Biagini, president of
FirsTEAManagement, which man-
ages the Scotch Plains Management
Corp. (SPMC), spoke to the council
about some of SPMC’s activities,
primarily its new car show set for this
Sunday, October 9, from noon to 5
p.m. on East Second Street. He said
11 area car dealerships would be par-
ticipating with more than 30 cars to
be on display.

At 1 p.m. that afternoon the new
cars will be slowly paraded down
East Second Street from Park Avenue
to Willow Avenue. At least a dozen
local merchants will be on hand on
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FW Caps Construction Fees
For Post-Irene Repairs

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the Borough Council, at a
special meeting just prior to their
agenda meeting Tuesday night, held
a first reading on an ordinance that
would waive certain construction
fees for residents.

Councilman Russell Huegel said
the measure would provide for a
“temporary capping” of construc-
tion permit fees at $25 for people
repairing their houses due to dam-
age  from Hurricane Irene.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
explained that residents who need
to make repairs related to the storm
would be asked to complete an ap-
plication form, including an “affi-
davit,” and submit an invoice show-
ing the type of work done.

Mr. Estis said if residents have
already completed repairs caused
by the hurricane, the proposed or-
dinance provides that “they can then

get a refund from the borough” for
the amount “between the $25 [cap]
and what they paid [in permit fees].”

Councilman Huegel also noted
that the measure includes a “sunset
provision,” which means residents
would be required to apply by April
1, 2012 and have all repairs com-
pleted by May 31, 2012.

Mayor Mahr said the ordinance,
which is expected to come up for
second reading next month, is “our
small way of acknowledging that
there’s a hardship out there in the
community and we don’t want to
take advantage of that.”

Also at the special meeting, the
governing body discussed a pro-
posed resolution that would autho-
rize a contract totaling between
$58,890 and $68,890 to repair and/
or replace damaged curbs and side-
walks across the borough.

The resolution calls for most of
the work to be completed within 60
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