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Get a free quote today and help fund cancer research.
Together, we can help save more than just money. Now when you 
get an insurance quote, Allstate New Jersey will donate up to  
$20 to the Cancer Institute of New Jersey Foundation. Plus, you 
can save with the new Allstate Auto/Life Discount.SM

Call me today to help make a difference.

No purchase necessary. Maximum donation of $40,000 applicable to auto and life quotes only. Limited to one 
(1) $10 donation for auto and one (1) $10 donation for life quotes per person. Ends November 1, 2011. Subject 
to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Bridgewater, NJ. 
Life insurance offered by Allstate Life Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL and Lincoln Benefit Life Co., Lincoln, NE. © 
2011 Allstate Insurance Co.

JOIN ME ON 
THE ROAD 
TO A CURE.

Changes to MusicFest Made
After Prosecutor’s Report

One Senior Living Campus, Many Choices!
Your next move will be a pleasure when considering the many options 

available on our beautiful campus. Come see our newly updated 

residences and community center. You will also find many amenities 

along with an on-site healthcare center. This is the lifestyle you deserve. 

(908) 580-3840
8000 Fellowship Road  Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

www.fellowshipvillage.org

A Non-profit Continuing Care Retirement Community

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
SENSE OF HUMOR...The Riverside Inn in Cranford, devastated by the recent
flood, displays its wit and humor of the plight with an eye-catching sign on its
front window – “The River Inn Side.”

Courtesy of Sherry Cronin
GREENUP CREW...Stu Turner, Ross Katz and Sean Collins clean up and do
weeding at the Westfield Southside Train Station. The Westfield Department of
Public Works provides the mulch. Formed in 2010, the Greenup Crew is a part
of NJ Transit’s Adopt-A-Station Program.

BIG HEARTS…Kids on Dudley Court in Westfield raise $300 for cancer
awareness by selling lemonade and cookies in honor of Kelly Finkel, a teacher at
Franklin School who recently passed away. Pictured clockwise, from lower left,
are: Paul Romeo, Meagan O’Connell, Nick Romeo, Jenny O’Connell, Julia
Pierce, Lauren O’Connell and Olivia Pierce. Not pictured is Lauren McDonough.

ELIZABETH — Union County
Manager Alfred Faella has announced
that the county implemented a num-
ber of fiscal recommendations made
by the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office in time for last month’s Union
County Fair featuring MusicFest.

Mr. Faella made the announcement
with the support of the Freeholder
Board, and through Finance Director
Bibi Taylor, who has outlined a com-
prehensive list of corrective actions
in nine areas pertaining to Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow’s report. The
finance director maintained a trailer
onsite during the event to ensure com-
pliance by the county.

Some of the major areas covered in
the corrective action plan put forth by
Ms. Taylor have requested that the
event promoter and organizer, This Is
It Productions, provide Union County
a refund of $24,281 from parking
funds for 2010, plus a remittance of
all revenues collected to date on be-
half of the county for 2011.

The county adopted a parking plan
inclusive of the issuance of pre-num-
bered parking tickets for paying cus-
tomers, and designated staff to work
independently of This Is It’s over-
sight of parking operations to ensure
quality control and compliance with
applicable rules and regulations. In
addition, the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center was instructed to re-
tain a separate account for a balance
of $115,452, and only expenditures
related to the 2011 county fair featur-

ing MusicFest were to be paid out of
this account.

The county implemented cash-han-
dling protocols as recommended by
the prosecutor with regard to change
funds, cash registers, moneybags, cash
tally sheets, deposit slips, deposits,
supplies, and non-profits for the event.

The Office of County Counsel, in
accordance with law and on a case-
by-case basis, was instructed to re-
view and make recommendations rela-
tive to supplying employees or any
other service for, or conducting busi-
ness on behalf of any charitable orga-
nization.

Procedures were implemented for
sales as recommended by the
prosecutor’s office for Kids Kingdom,
amusement rides, artist merchandise,
county merchandise and parking.

All vendors, including the Union
County Performing Arts Center, were
instructed to provide the county with
a complete accounting of all expenses
and receipts incurred and realized,
and were to provide proof that any
expense contained in invoices, in ex-
cess of a budgeted amount, were not
reasonably anticipated.

“We have reviewed the prosecutor’s
report thoroughly, and have worked
expeditiously to implement new fis-
cal procedures in time for [last
month’s] event,” Mr. Faella said. “We
want to assure a smooth flow of our
fiscal operations and accountability
for all monies collected and expended
throughout the event.”

prosecutor’s five-month investiga-
tion.

“Certainly the public deserves an
apology,” Mrs. Renna said. “There is
nothing to apologize for?” Mrs.
Renna asked Freeholder Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon.

“No, I don’t think so,” Mrs. Scanlon
responded.

“Nothing to apologize for? For
(former County Manager) George
Devanney — the way he handled
MusicFest?” Mrs. Renna questioned.

Republican Freeholder candidate
Andy Smith of Summit said the free-
holders lacked leadership on the issue.

“(Mr. Romankow) is saying that
this MusicFest was a complete disas-
ter and you’re saying you have noth-
ing to apologize for?” Mr. Smith said.

A military veteran, he said he be-
lieved former defense secretary
Donald Rumsfeld “should have
stepped down because he was the
guy in charge at a time when there
was another disaster,” namely the Abu
Ghraib U.S. military prison scandal
during the Iraq War. “He had to take
responsibility for that as a leader,”
Mr. Smith said.

Speaking of MusicFest, Mr. Smith
said, “When it is reported by a left-
wing-leaning newspaper, The Star-
Ledger; when they call for the end of
MusicFest, when they call for account-
ability, leaders ought to step up and
take responsibility for that action.”

He said the freeholders failed to
issue any comments “about how you
were going to hold anyone account-
able for what was clearly wrongful
conduct.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan shot back
that, “to compare MusicFest with Abu
Ghraib is ridiculous” and “beyond
the pale.” He then said, “Let me give
you a little bit of advice” regarding
Mr. Smith’s candidacy, at which point
Mr. Smith tried in interject from his
seat by asking, “What’s your point?
Are you trying to apologize?”

“You are out of order. I will have
you removed,” Mrs. Scanlon chimed
in because Mr. Smith was speaking
from his seat and during the free-
holders’ comments portion of the
meeting.

“You spoke to us; now we are speak-
ing to you,” Mr. Sullivan then said.

At that point, Mrs. Renna and
Cranford resident Jim Buettner started
an exchange with the board from
their seats at which time Mrs. Renna

was ejected from the meeting. And
than the meeting the meeting contin-
ued.

“It is easy for someone to get up
there (at the microphone) and say
what they want and we’re allowed to
say what we want. That’s the whole
essence of the government. You can
criticize us and we can criticize you,”
Mr. Sullivan said. He than said to Mr.
Smith, “Good luck on the campaign
trail. You are going to need it.”

Prior to the exchange, Mr. Buettner
said a petition is going around the
county seeking the prosecutor to ex-
tend his investigation to additional
MusicFest events.

“We (UCWA) just looked into one’s
records. How many other MusicFests
should we be looking at to see if this
sickness goes back further? I haven’t
heard that from any one of you up
there,” Mr. Buettner said.

Mr. Mirabella said some of the
speakers were “careless with the
truth.” He said “a significant correc-
tive action plan was put in place” by
the county, “looking at each aspect”
of the prosecutor’s recommendations.

“Anyone who went to MusicFest
this year knows that there were sig-
nificant controls in place, which there
needs to be. There wasn’t (in 2010)
and that was proven necessary. I ac-
knowledge that. Anyone…who read
the report could admit that and I
admit it,” Mr. Mirabella said.

He said Mr. Faella put together an
“extensive report” (see related story
on page this page) that addressed the
“deficiencies” in Mr. Romankow’s
report.

“We are going to continue work to
make further improvements moving
forward. If that event continues, we
will have…even more controls,” Mr.
Mirabella said.
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Freeholders, Residents Clash

building. He also spoke about new
lighting that will adorn the perimeter
of the building.

The building’s two apartments are
occupied, Mr. DiGiorgio said, and
will experience only “minimal dis-
turbance” during construction, as new
windows will be placed in the stair-
well and living room.

Planning Board member Robert
Newell encouraged the applicant to
reduce the height of its proposed light
poles and to use more efficient 20-
watt LED lighting.

Mr. Newell summed up the feelings
of the board by saying that the plan
was a “good way to utilize the balance
of space [in the building]. It’s a good
idea to serve both tenants.”

In executive session, the board dis-
cussed “Sunnyside vs. The Town of
Westfield.” The matter stems from a
builder’s-remedy lawsuit in which
Sunnyside Senior Housing has said it
was unfairly “rebuffed” in its attempt
to construct a multi-family residen-
tial development of at least 60 units
on Springfield Avenue. The matter
has gone on since 2009, when
Sunnyside first filed a lawsuit in State
Superior Court in Union County
against the Town of Westfield, Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky, the town council
and the planning board.

In other business, the board swore
in new member Robert Centrella.
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Authorities in Westfield
Investigate Fatal Collision

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Po-
lice Department is investigating a fatal
accident that took place at 1:16 a.m.
last Saturday.

Police responded to a 9-1-1 call
reporting screams and a possible car
crash on the 1000 block of Tice Place.
Officers located two motor vehicles
that had come to uncontrolled rest on
the front lawns of two different resi-
dences on Tice Place. Both vehicles
had been propelled southbound after
colliding at the intersection of Clifton
Avenue and Tice Place. Air bags de-
ployed in both vehicles.

A 69-year-old Old Bridge man died
as a result of injuries sustained in the
crash. The victim, Peter Tyliczka,
had been airlifted by NorthSTAR,
the New Jersey State Police Medevac,
to University Hospital in Newark. He
apparently was not wearing a seatbelt

and was ejected from the vehicle,
according to police. Despite the ef-
forts of EMS and Trauma Center
personnel, the victim was pronounced
dead at 5:18 a.m.

Also injured in the crash was the
victim’s passenger, Kathy Grecco,
61, of Garwood. Ms. Grecco also was
transported to University Hospital,
where she was listed in serious but
stable condition.

The driver of the other vehicle,
Robert McGowan, 25, of Stamford,
Conn., sustained minor injuries in
the crash. Mr. McGowan’s passen-
ger, a 26-year-old Westfield man, also
was hospitalized with possible bro-
ken ribs.

The crash is under investigation by
the Westfield Police Traffic Bureau.
No charges had been filed at press
time.

Columbus Day Flag Raising Set
For Tomorrow at Courthouse

ELIZABETH — Union County
will hold its third annual Columbus
Day Flag Raising event tomorrow,
Friday, October 7, at 1:30 p.m. on the
steps of the Union County Court-
house.

David Toma of Clark will deliver
the keynote address. Mr. Toma has
received 2,000 awards and numerous
honorary PHDs throughout his ca-
reer that has resulted in two popular
TV series about him — “Toma,” star-
ring Tony Musante, and “Baretta,”
with Robert Blake. He also has writ-
ten seven books and numerous others
have been written about him, some in
places as far as Japan.

Elizabeth Bettina, author of the
book, “It happened in Italy: Untold
Stories of How the People of Italy
Defied the Horrors of the Holocaust,”
will speak about the lesser known
story of Italians and the Catholic
Church which worked to save the
lives of many Jewish refugees during
World War II.

Other speakers will include: André
DiMino, president of the Italian
American One Voice Coalition, which
has led the fight against “Jersey
Shore;” Union County Surrogate
James LaCorte, Union County Man-
ager Al Faella, and UNICO District
X Governor Robert Bengivenga.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
will host and emcee the event. The
Courthouse is located at 2 Broad
Street in Elizabeth at the corner of
Rahway Avenue. In the event of rain,
the program will be moved indoors to
the County Courthouse Rotunda.

“Italian Americans continue to

make amazing contributions to
America, and we celebrate those con-
tributions as well as a culture that has
made the greatest contributions to
modern society,” said Mr. Mirabella,
whose father, Gene, was the first Ital-
ian-American police chief of Eliza-
beth.

Italian-style refreshments will be
served after the event in the court-
house. Parking (pay) is available in
the Elizabeth Midtown area at
Elizabeth’s Parking Deck 6 on
Jefferson Avenue and Dickinson
Street. A second deck is also close at
the Midtown Train Station entrance
on West Grand Street.

Sunnyside Senior Housing versus
Town of Westfield. The lawsuit
brought by Sunnyside is a builders
remedy suit regarding development
of a property on Springfield Avenue.
For further information on this issue,
see goleader.com/11apr21.
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percent, as opposed to the state av-
erage of $89.6 percent.

For the New Jersey Biology Com-
petency Test (NJBCT), Westfield
students came in at 82.9 percent,
while the state average was 57.3
percent. Mrs. O’Neal said there was
a wide range of students taking this
test, noting that students as young
as eighth grade could take this test.
She said the test was given after
each student had taken biology or
Life Science regardless of what
grade they were in. She said some
students in the gifted program take
Biology in eighth grade and that
students can take either biology or
Life Science in any grade during
their high schools years.

In the eighth grade Language Arts
of the New Jersey Assessment of
Skills and Knowledge test (NJASK),
Westfield students scored an aver-

age of 94.2 percent, while the state
average was computed at 82.1 per-
cent. NJASK for eighth-grade
mathematics came in at 86.1 per-
cent and the state average came in
at 71.5 percent. For science,
Westfield eighth graders scored an
average of 93.8 percent, while the
state average was 81.2 percent.

All grade levels were reported on
down to grade 3, where Westfield
students earned an average of 83.7
percent in Language Arts and a 92.4
percent in mathematics, where state
averages compared in at 63 percent
and 78.9 percent, respectively.

Mrs. O’Neal concluded by not-
ing that the information from the
assessments was used to “assess
our curriculum, the implementation
of our curriculum and to analyze
student results to provide
remediation.”
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