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Occupying Elm Street With a
‘Front Row Seat’

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - When Governor
Chris Christie came to Westfield last
year, Sweet Waters Steak House was
locked tight for the invitation only
$1,000+ a plate fundraiser. I occu-
pied Elm Street that evening, nose
pressed to the window, trying to get a
peek, but was whisked away by secu-
rity. Sweet Waters, now celebrating
their 10th anniversary, has a sterling
reputation for fine, high-end dining –
exclusive, though not regular for one
as casual as I.

Circumstances arose two weeks ago
where, just like Bob Uecker, I got a
“front row seat.” Sweet Waters Owner
Joe Mortarulo, a soccer coach in Scotch
Plains, and sports editor Dave Corbin
are friends. Chef Mortarulo invited
Dave on their anniversary to see that
one now can dine casually – get a
burger and a beer at Sweet Waters.
Dining of choice was complimentary
of the house. Bob Cozzolina and I
were invited to tag along.

We three amigos were warmly re-
ceived and comfortably seated – a
pleasant start that continued through-
out the evening. Our waitress, Ashley,
and Chef Mortarulo introduced the
menu. Scanning it, we saw a kaleido-
scope of delights. And yes, if one
looks closely, you can spot the burger
and the beer. We were encouraged to
go up the ladder with anything and
all. So it was!

For a full description of their menu,
visit their website at
www.SweetwatersSteakHouse.com.

We varied our choices to enable
sharing. Everything was scrumptious,
immaculately presented and prop-

erly served. Our choices were: Appe-
tizers: Calamari salad served with
baby arugula in a citrus dressing;
Maryland crab cakes, spiced, baked
and topped with grilled sweet corn,
tomato, relish and creme fraiche and
Kumamoto oysters, decorated and
bedded on ice. I never had oysters
like that, stupendous, from the north-
west.

Entrees: Bob was treated to the
Salmon, seared and oven finished
with brown sugar and mustard glaze
accompanied by asparagus and scal-
lion potatoes. Dave surrounded their
signature steak and I partook of the
French breast of chicken served with
green apple and brioche stuffing and
sweet potato puree.

Nothing served was left unaccom-
panied. We had fine wines appropri-
ate for the journey. There was Mount
Veeder Cabernet Sauvignon 2008;
there was Main Street Chardonnay of
Santa Barbara County, California;
there was a Sauvignon Blanc; with
desert: there was skinny espresso;
there was cafe Mexican.

Of yes, for desert – creme brulee
and apple tart.

Thank you and congratulations to
owners Frank Dilollo and Joseph
Mortarulo of Sweet Waters on their
10th Anniversary – here’s a salute for
many more. They, and the entire staff,
made our evening special with our
front row seat.

With all that we were treated with,
no time was left to sample the burger.
That is our next visit.

To enjoy their top of the ladder, or
to be casual with their burger, call
them at (908) 317-2599; or just stop
in at 43 Elm Street.

Celebrate the Holidays with
WF Symphony Orchestra

From traditional to pops, choral favorites to musical theater classics,
this season of Westfield Symphony Orchestra concerts

will fill the entire family with holiday cheer

WESTFIELD - On Saturday, De-
cember 3, at 7 p.m. join Maestro
David Wroe and Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) musicians at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield for
“Home for the Holidays,” a family
festival of traditional and contempo-
rary songs and music, sing-a-longs
and more guaranteed to make the
season merry.

This seasonal stroll of timeless clas-
sics and sentimental holiday favor-
ites, featuring special guests the
Westfield High School Concert Choir
and Bella Cora, is sure to bring joy,
smiles, and holiday memories to share
with the whole family. Tickets prices
range from $25 to $75 for adults and
there is a special discount price of

only $12 for students K-12 making
this event a perfect start to the holi-
day season for the whole family.

On Saturday, December 31, at 7
p.m., the fully professional WSO
again presents one of New Jersey ’s
most popular New Year’s Eve musi-
cal celebrations. This year’s perfor-
mance, “That’s Entertainment!,”
promises a superb revue of American
musical theater classics presented in
glorious symphonic splendor.

The cabaret style New Year’s Eve
celebration has become a musical
event eagerly anticipated by much of
central New Jersey. This year’s line
up reads like a Who’s Who of the best
of American musical theater com-
posers and again features renowned
guest vocalists direct from the Broad-
way stage.

The NYE concert will take place in
the newly refurbished Westfield High
School auditorium, 550 Dorian Road
in Westfield, and will finish at ap-
proximately 9 p.m. Tickets in ad-
vance are $40 for general admission
and $70 for preferred seating ($45
and $75 at the door, if available.)

Tickets for both concerts are now
available on line at
www.wesfieldsymphony.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling
(908) 232-9400 or visiting the office
at 224 E. Broad Street, Westfield.
Patrons are advised to purchase tick-
ets on line – it’s simple, secure, you
can choose your own seats, print your
tickets, and avoid the additional $6
office handling fee.

Maestro David Wroe and the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra

Photo courtesy of Robert Cozzolina
FRONT ROW SEAT...Dave Corbin, Sports Editor for The Westfield Leader and
The Times celebrates the 10th Anniversary of Sweet Waters Steak House with
Owner Joe Mortarulo and server, Ashley.

Premiere Stages Presents
Ellen Burstyn at Artists Series

UNION – Kean University contin-
ues the Premiere Artists series with a
visit by Academy Award-winning
actress and best-selling author Ellen
Burstyn on Monday, December 5.
Premiere Artists is a project of Pre-
miere Stages, the professional Ac-
tors’ Equity Association theatre in
residence at Kean University, pro-
duced in partnership with the Kean
Department of Theatre.

Premiere Artists features high-pro-
file artists as they visit the Kean Uni-
versity campus to
conduct master
classes with Kean
University students
and engage in ques-
tion and answer ses-
sions with the cam-
pus community and
local patrons.

The evening be-
gins at 5:15 p.m. and
includes: Open
Master Class: Kean
BFA Acting Stu-
dents prepare
scenes that they will
be performing in
their upcoming
January Showcase
in NYC. Ellen will critique and dis-
cuss the scenes (5:15 pm to 6:15 pm);
Question and Answer Session: Ellen
will discuss her career and take ques-
tions from the students and patrons in
the audience. Producing Artistic Di-
rector John Wooten will moderate
(6:15 to 7); Reception (7 to 7:30).
Ellen Burstyn’s illustrious acting ca-
reer encompasses film, stage and tele-
vision. She became a “triple crown
winner” when she won an Emmy for
her guest appearance in “Law and
Order: SVU” (2009) to add to her
Oscar win for “Alice Doesn’t Live
Here Anymore” (1974) and her Tony
Award for Same Time, Next Year
(1974) on Broadway. Ellen has been
nominated for an Academy Award
five other times for “The Last Picture
Show” (1972), “The Exorcist”
(1973), “Same Time, Next Year,”
(1979), “Resurrection” (1981), and
“Requiem for a Dream” (2000). Ms.
Burstyn’s many theater credits in-
clude the Broadway productions of
84 Charing Cross Road, Shirley Val-
entine and Sacrilege. She received
glowing reviews in Stephen Adley
Guirgis’ play The Little Flower of
East Orange (2008), directed by
Philip Seymour Hoffman at The Pub-
lic Theater in New York. Earlier this
year, she appeared in London’s West
End in Lillian Hellman’s The
Children’s Hour to rave reviews.

Ellen was the first woman elected
president of Actors Equity Associa-
tion (1982-85), and served as the
Artistic Director of the famed Actors
Studio, where she studied with the
late Lee Strasberg. Academically,
Ellen holds four honorary doctor-
ates, including a doctorate from Pace
University where she teaches in The
Actors Studio M.F.A. program. Ellen
became a national best-selling au-
thor with the publication in 2006 of

her memoir, “Lessons in Becoming
Myself,” published by Riverhead
Press.

Tickets for the event are free and
will be held in the University Center
Little Theatre, located at Kean Uni-
versity, 1000 Morris Avenue, Union,
N.J. Space is limited. To reserve tick-
ets, please call (908) 737-4092. All
facilities are fully accessible spaces.
Patrons should call for a list of sign-
interpreted, audio-described or open-
captioned performances. Large print

programs are avail-
able at all times.
Publications in alter-
nate formats and
other assistive ser-
vices are available
with advanced no-
tice.

For further infor-
mation call (908)
737-4092, email
premiere@kean.edu
or visit
w w w. k e a n . e d u /
premierestages. Pre-
miere Stages is made
possible in part
through funding
from The New Jer-

sey State Council on the Arts, The
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The
Northfield Bank Foundation, The
New Jersey Theatre Alliance, and
through the generous support of indi-
vidual patrons.

Arco Holiday Concert At
Kean’s Enlow Hall

HILLSIDE - The Gene and
Shelley Enlow Recital Hall at Kean
University presents an Arco En-
semble holiday performance on
Saturday, December 10, at 7:30 p.m.
Conductor Bruce Hangen conducts
New Jersey’s virtuoso string cham-
ber orchestra, featuring beloved
music of the season.

Mr. Hangen is Artistic Director
and Conductor of the Orchestra of
Indian Hill, the Greater Boston
area’s premier professional orches-
tra. He began his Indian Hill affili-
ation in the fall 1997 season. He is
also Director of Orchestral Activi-
ties at The Boston Conservatory
and Conductor of The Boston Con-
servatory Orchestra.

Arco presents concerts that ap-
peal to seasoned concert lovers as
well as to those who have yet to
experience the joy of hearing great
music performed live. Arco En-
semble was founded by violinist
Victoria Stewart. Her concert expe-
rience includes solo, chamber mu-
sic, symphonic, and opera perfor-
mances across the globe. While
maintaining her position on the
Kean University Concert Artist fac-

ulty and her busy freelance sched-
ule, Stewart has eagerly embraced
the challenge of managing the op-
erations of Arco.

The Arco Ensemble consistently
thrills audiences with its dynamic,
polished and exciting performances
led by world-renowned guest con-
ductors. The 2011-12 season marks
the sixth season and its third year
presenting concert’s in Kean
University’s Enlow Recital Hall.

All tickets to An Arco Ensemble
Holiday are $25 and can be pur-
chased by calling Kean Stage Box
Office at (908) 737-SHOW (7469),
online at enlowhall.kean.edu, or in
person at Kean University’s Wilkins
Theater Box Office located at 1000
Morris Avenue, Union.

Enlow Recital Hall is located on
Kean University’s East Campus at
215 North Avenue, Hillside, N.J.
07205. WQXR is a media sponsor
of Gene and Shelley Enlow Recital
Hall.

For complete Enlow Hall 2011-
12 Season information, please visit
the website or contact Cory Ran-
som, Director of Operations at (908)
737-5932, ransomco@kean.edu.

Arco Ensemble

Triple Threat Presents It’s a
Wonderful Life Radio Play Live!

Ellen Burstyn

SCOTCH PLAINS – Triple
Threat Productions will present It’s
a Wonderful Life Radio Play Live!
on Friday and Saturday, December
9 and 10 at the First United Meth-
odist Church in Scotch Plains.

“Every time a bell rings an An-
gel gets its wings.” These are the
words little Zuzu says at the end of
the classic movie “It’s a Wonderful
Life.” This holiday season, Triple
Threat Productions is gearing up
for their performance of the live
radio broadcast of this classic film.

Laurie Wood directs as the venue
will be transformed into an old
1948 recording studio on Christ-
mas Eve, where the audience will
step back in time and participate in
the broadcast. From the applause
signs to the live sound effects this
will be a fun family event not to be
missed. The cast plays multiple
parts by changing their voices,
quite challenging for all. Actors of
all ages are represented from as
small as 10 years old to those that
are young at heart.

WONDERFUL…Triple Threat Productions will present It’s a Wonderful Life
Radio Play Live! on December 9 and 10 at the First United Methodist Church in
Scotch Plains. Pictured are Christopher Mazur and Tiffany Lucey who play leads
George and Mary.

The famous roles of George and
Mary will be played by Christopher
Mazur and Tiffany Lucey. The
younger versions of those two iconic
characters will be portrayed by
Brenden Patternostro and Colleen
Sweeny. There are 17 actors playing
over 50 roles.

If you are looking for that Christ-
mas spirit, bring family and friends
to this production it will make you
laugh, cry and evoke the giving spirit
in all of us. Triple Threat will also be
collecting canned food goods for
food pantries so please be kind and
think of those less fortunate and
donate a can or two when you come
to the show.

It’s a Wonderful Life Radio Play
Live! will be presented on Friday,
December 9, and Saturday, 10 at
7:30 p.m. at the First United Meth-
odist Church located at 1171 Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains. Tickets are
$10 and can be held in advance by
e m a i l i n g
triplethreatproductionsllc@yahoo.com
or calling (908) 868-6121.

Children Try Their Luck Shooting
Pucks in ‘Thanksgiving Challenge’
ROSELLE – Bring the family

and join in the excitement at the
Warinanco Ice Skating Center on
Saturday, November 26, at 3:15
p.m. as the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders presents the
“Thanksgiving Score-O Chal-
lenge.” No hockey or skating skills
are required.

Registration for the Thanksgiv-
ing Score-O Challenge begins at
3:15 p.m. on Saturday. There is a
$2 registration fee per participant.
Regular admission and skate rental
fees do not apply; this is not a
skating event.

There is no public skating during
this event. The Score-O Challenge
will begin at 3:30 p.m. Children ages
4 through 17 years who are compet-
ing in the challenge will be divided
into four age groups. Prizes will be
awarded.

The Warinanco Ice Skating Center
is located off Thompson Avenue in
Warinanco Park, located near the bor-
der of Roselle and Elizabeth.

For more information call the Skat-
ing Center at (908) 298-7850 or the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at 908-
527-4900, or visit www.ucnj.org.

NJ Restaurant Assoc.
Hosts Gala Recognizing

Restaurateurs
WEST ORANGE – The New

Jersey Restaurant Association
(NJRA) is hosting its Annual Gala
by celebrating the State’s $13 billion
restaurant and hospitality industry.
The event will take place on
Monday, November 28, at the
Pleasantdale Chateau, 757 Eagle
Rock Avenue, West Orange, New
Jersey.

The 2011 Restaurateur of the Year
will be awarded to Mark Pascal and
Francis Schott of Catherine
Lombardi and Stage Left in New
Brunswick. The Restaurateur of the
Year is the highest award bestowed
by the NJRA. The 2011 Gold Plate
Award will be given to Chef James
and Nancy Laird of Restaurant
Serenade in Chatham, as well as
Jeanne Cretella of Liberty House in
Jersey City and Stone House at
Stirling Ridge in Warren. The Gold
Plate Award recognizes current
outstanding service and
achievement in the food service
industry.

The NJRA will award a 2011 Staff
Legacy Award to Judy Richards,
Vice President of Events and Allied
Relations at the New Jersey Res-
taurant Association. Judy will be
retiring in December 2011. She is a
resident of Westfield, NJ and has
worked for the NJRA for over 16
years.

Theatre Co. Presents Amahl
And the Night Visitors

WESTFIELD – Hedgehog and
Feather Theatre Company is proud
to present Amahl and the Night Visi-
tors, one of the most popular Ameri-
can operas by Gian Carlo Menotti,
on Friday and Saturday, December
2 and 3, at 7:30 p.m. in the beautiful
sanctuary of Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church, on the corner of
First Street and Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

This production promises to be
one of the highlights of the holiday
season. Amahl and the Night Visi-
tors is a timeless story of the power
of faith and the meaning of love. The
one-act opera tells the story of
Amahl, a poor boy on a crutch, who
lives with his mother in a village
somewhere on the road to
Bethlehem.

When the Three Kings following
the star in the east seek shelter for
the night, the lives of Amahl and his
mother are changed forever.

Playing the lead role of Amahl is
twelve-year old Matthew Ryan of
Berkeley Heights. The role of his
mother will be performed by
Fanwood resident Terri Cerrito. Jo-
seph Loria of East Hanover, Claudio
Venancio of Rahway and Tom
Schaefer of Westfield will portray
the Three Kings and Steven Collins
of Rahway will be the Page. Twenty-
five chorus members made up of
children and adults from Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Rahway and Easton,
Pa. will round out the production.

Commissioned by NBC in 1951,
and first performed at Studio 8H at

Rockefeller Center, Menotti’s Amahl
and the Night Visitors has become an
annual holiday tradition enjoyed by
children and families around the world.
Co-Artistic Directors Sara Hedgepeth
and Julie Fetter are “truly excited to
present Amahl and the Night Visitors
for the holiday season of 2011. It’s a
big year! 2011 marks the 60th Anni-
versary of the original 1951 broadcast
and the 100th year of composer Gian
Carlo Menotti’s birth.”

The doors will open at 7 p.m. for
general seating. A suggested donation
will be taken at the door (receipts for
tax purposes will be provided upon
request). There are no reservations for
this production. For further informa-
tion please email
hedgehogandfeather@yahoo.com or
call (908) 578-0756.

Hedgehog and Feather Theatre Com-
pany, founded in 2006 and based in
Westfield, is a 501(c)3 non-for-profit
organization. The mission of the com-
pany is to educate and enlighten the
families of Westfield, New Jersey,
and surrounding communities
through exposure to and active par-
ticipation in the world of theatre arts;
to provide a safe, nurturing, and sup-
portive environment in which all chil-
dren, regardless of theatrical, musi-
cal, or learning abilities, can explore
and develop their interest in theatre;
and to educate and enlighten parents
and other community members, as
well as schools and other community
organizations, about the multiple ben-
efits of children’s active participation
in the arts.


