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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

URBAN, McKENNA LED SCORING; GRAY UC 1ST TEAM

Lady Field Hockey Blue Devils
Are Heading in Right Direction

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rapid progress in the right direc-
tion has definitely been the focus of
the Westfield High School field
hockey team this season, and that
focus certainly paid off.

Just two years ago, the Lady Blue
Devils struggled through a season
that yielded only three victories. In
2010, the Lady Blue Devils tacked on
five more victories to that total to
finish with an 8-13 record, and now
with three added wins and six less
losses, the Blue Devils finished with
an 11-7-1 record.

“Overall, we are really proud of
our season. We have been on a steady
build for the past three years, and this
year was by far the best season in

Westfield’s recent history. We were
able to come out on the winning side
of a lot of one-goal games, which was
a big difference from last year. We
were also able to capitalize more on
our offensive penalty corner oppor-
tunities,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin MacDonald said.

A pair of juniors led the Blue Dev-
ils in scoring this season, which is
good news for next year. Junior Links
Halsey Urban, last year’s leading
scorer, led the team once again with
five goals and 10 assists for 20 points.
Urban’s final goal came off a penalty
corner from senior midfielder Alina
Spera in the NJSIAA playoff game
against Phillipsburg on Halloween.

Junior Links McKenna Wilson was
second in offense with five goals and

four assists for 14 points. McKenna
provided the penalty corner that set
up the winning goal in a 1-0 victory
over Glen Ridge on September 14.
Both Urban and McKenna received
First Team All-Conference recogni-
tion for their achievements.

“Some key offensive players for us
were definitely McKenna Wilson and
Halsey Urban, who are our two top
scorers. They were not only top scor-
ers but also were our top two leaders
in assists. They were playmakers for
us this year,” Coach MacDonald
pointed out.

The Blue Devils’ most experienced
crew was on defense with seniors
Kelly Gray, Emily Fahey, Olivia
Pecora and Katie DeMasi. Gray, who

SMITH, HEROUX, KERKHOF, KRONICK LED SCORING

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Took
Opportunities to Play Youth

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Twenty-seven talented players on
the varsity roster, including five
sophomores and a freshman, pre-
sented Westfield High School boys
soccer Head Coach George Kapner
with the opportunity to test a variety
of combinations this season.

After winning their first two games,
the Blue Devils, who finished 11-6-
1, went into a skid, losing four of
their next five games. Interestingly,
the Blue Devils reversed that skid,
and it began on October 1 at Kehler
Stadium with a 2-1, overtime victory
over then 10th-ranked Kearny, which
also gave Coach Kapner his 1,000th
career victory (all varsity sports).

“Kearny was part of the Watchung
Conference for years, and Westfield.
Kearny and Scotch Plains were tradi-
tionally the power brokers. Getting it
against a team that we had so many
great matches with over the course of

my career and the way we got it was
a cool thing. We were ahead, 1-0.
They scored a late goal to tie it up. In
overtime, they had all the momen-
tum, and we turned the game around,”
Coach Kapner said.

Junior striker and three-year starter
Henry Smith was the individual, who
spun the straw into a golden goal with
one minute remaining in the second
overtime. Smith led the Blue Devils
in scoring with 15 goals and seven
assists. He was selected Coaches All-
County (CAC) First Team and All-
Division First Team.

“Henry was our best striker this
year. He’s had progressively better
years. He scored that winning goal,
and he had quite a few others,” Coach
Kapner said.

Junior midfielders Shane Kronick
and Jake Heroux had an impressive
offensive impact. Heroux (CAC Sec-
ond Team, All-Division Honorable
Mention) netted seven goals and added
four assists. Kronick (CAC First Team,
All-Division First Team) scored three
goals and added six assists.

“Shane Kronick is an exception-
ally talented midfielder. Last year,
from the State Coaching Associa-
tion, he was Second Team All-State.
Shane and Jake Heroux were the
mainstays of our midfield,” Coach
Kapner pointed out.

Senior team captains Spencer
Kerkhof and Anthony Valles, accord-
ing to Coach Kapner, “both played a
variety of positions as we were trying
to find the best fit. Being willing to
move from position-to-position showed
great leadership and versatility.”

Kerkhof finished with six goals
and three assists, while Valles con-
tributed an assist.

Junior outside fullback Sam Eliades
(CAC Honorable Mention, All-Divi-
sion First Team), according to Coach
Kapner, “Is an exceptionally good
marking back. He is also a great force
going forward.”

Eliades also had three assists, and
senior fullback Max Marchiano (CAC
and All-Division Honorable Mention)
also contributed an assist. Senior Jake

GREEN TWO TDs; J.P., WITWICK TD, KETTLER TWO F.G.

Cougars Halt Patriots, 34-7,
In Grid Sectional Semifinals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Prevent running back sensation
Greg Jones from tearing up the turf as
he had done all season was the
Cranford High School football team’s
primary focus in practices leading up
to the third-seeded Cougars’ show-
down with second-seeded Colonia in
the semifinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 tournament
in Colonia on November 19.

The 9-1 Cougars’ veteran defense
did its homework in glorious fashion,
while the offense inflicted punish-
ment on the Patriots’ defense en route
to a 34-7 victory to place them in

uncharted territory of having been
the first Cranford High School foot-
ball team to play for the sectional
championship.

The Cougars’ defense limited
Jones, who had 450 yards rushing in
a 33-21 victory over previously un-
beaten Wall Township on November
5, to just 28 yards rushing in the first
half and 30 in the second half before
bringing in the reserves for the final
two plays of the game where Jones
would add another 60 yards, includ-
ing a 42-yard touchdown (TD) run
with 30 seconds remaining.

“I knew we had a good defense. We
looked at the Summit game as a les-

son that it was going to be an aberra-
tion. We believe that we can play
good defense against anybody. He’s
[Jones] a great player, but we have
great players too. Some people came
up to me and said, ‘you got to figure
he is going to get a couple,’ and I told
the team he gets nothing. We weren’t
going to be OK with him getting
anything. That was our mindset from
the beginning. [Defensive coordina-
tor Joe] Hubert and our defensive
staff did a great job. I just get to hang
out and coach offense,” Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.

In the meantime, it was Cougar
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUTMANEUVERING SOME LIONS…Blue Devil striker Henry Smith, No. 3, outmaneuvers a pair of Roselle Catholic
Lions. Smith led the Blue Devils with 15 goals and seven assists.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRESSURING THE GOALIE…Blue Devil Links McKenna Wilson, left, puts a lot of pressure on the Glen Ridge goalkeeper
and defense in an early season game that Westfield won, 1-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING TOWARD THE GOAL…Cougar running back Chris Witwick, No. 22, with some help from lineman Mike
Klimek, No. 57, managed to shake several tackles and sprint to a 26-yard touchdown against Colonia on November 19.

CAPTAINS SULLIVAN, LEYDEN PLAYED 1-2 SINGLES

Lady Raiders Finish Tennis
Season With an 8-13 Record

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Inclement weather denied this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls tennis team the opportu-
nity to get into the flow that a very
young team needed to reach its peak.

But despite the weather and their

youth, the Lady Raiders finished their
challenging schedule with an 8-13
record and placed seventh in the
Union County Tournament. Addition-
ally, the girls qualified for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment for the fourth year in a row.

“Unfortunately with all the inclem-

ent weather, it was tough to get into a
flow for the season. We had nine
matches rained out. We were a very
young team this year with all the
starters being juniors, and we played
against some stiff competition dur-
ing the season,” Raider Head Coach

David B. Corbin (Preseason photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER GIRLS TENNIS TEAM…Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Gabrielle Mendes, Victoria Giamboi, Alex
Sullivan, Alyssa Leyden, Madison Maisel and Alex Ehrenthal; back row, Lindsey Wilkinson, Taylor Swaak, Maxine
Marvosa, Sarah Freeman, Elsa Leistikow and Hannah Nizri.


