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Imperial Brass to Perform
At Willow Grove Church

SCOTCH PLAINS – Imperial
Brass will perform its annual Christ-
mas Concert on Sunday, December
4, at 7 p.m. at its home base, the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church.
The church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains.

Imperial Brass is a 30-piece brass
ensemble known throughout New
Jersey for performing a diverse range
of musical selections. The concert
will feature favorite Christmas carols
and hymns.

Originally formed under the aus-
pices of Rutgers University, Imperial
Brass has been appearing in the Met-
ropolitan New York and Tri-State area
since 1991 with concerts and perfor-
mances at churches, band festivals,
schools and universities.

Its repertoire includes classical,
pop, Broadway and movie music,
feature solo selections and Big Band
jazz classics. In the 20 years since its
inception, Imperial Brass has twice
won the Northeastern Brass Band
Competition held at West Point Mili-

tary Academy and performed at the
New York Brass Conference for
Scholarships.

Imperial Brass has recorded four
CDs, among them “Bone-A-Fide
Brass” with Joseph Alessi, principal
trombone with the New York Philhar-
monic, and “Have Yourself a Brassy
Little Christmas.” Its goal is to intro-
duce audiences to the world of brass.

Tickets are on sale in advance and
at the door. The cost is $15 for gen-
eral admission, $12 for senior citi-
zens and students, and free for chil-
dren age 12 and under. Following the
concert, a reception with light re-
freshments will be held in the church’s
Alexander Hall.

The concert will take place in the
sanctuary of the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church. For ticket sales or
further information about the church’s
programs and ministries, call (908)
232-5678 or visit
willowgrovechurch.org. Further in-
formation on the concert is available
at imperialbrass.org.

BE A CLOWN…Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains held its annual
training session November 6 to teach middle-school students how to become
“Mitzvah Clowns” (clowns who perform good deeds, or “mitzvahs”). The
children were taught how to apply face makeup, create balloon animals and
engage an audience. Veteran mitzvah clowns then joined the newly trained
clowns and entertained residents at Atria Assisted Living facility in Cranford.
The Mitzvah Clowns will entertain throughout the year at sites such as nursing
homes, hospitals and centers for ill or special-needs children. The clown troupe
is open to both members and non-members of the synagogue.
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Fanwood Presbyterian Posts
Christmas Events Schedule
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church has announced its
services and programs for Advent
and Christmas. Advent will begin
this Sunday, November 27, with the
lighting of the first Advent candle at
the regular 9:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
services. The Reverend David
Jahnke, senior pastor, will officiate
at both services.

On Sunday, December 4, the
church will present the joyful Christ-
mas portion of Handel’s Messiah at
4 p.m. in the sanctuary. More than
50 singers, a full orchestra and four
professional soloists will be featured,
under the direction of Thomas
Berdos, music director at the church.
Tickets, at $20 each, are available by
calling (908) 889-8891, extension
no. 17, or by sending a check pay-
able to: Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, noting Messiah, with a self-
addressed, stamped envelope to the
church at P.O. Box 69, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023.

A Heifer Market will be held on
Sunday, December 11, from 10:30
to 11:15 a.m. in Westminster Hall.
The children of the Sunday school
will sell shares of different animals
for Heifer International.

Heifer is a non-profit, humanitar-
ian organization dedicated to end-
ing hunger and poverty and caring

for the Earth by providing livestock
and training to those in need. Re-
cipients agree to “Pass on the Gift”
of one or more of their animal’s
offspring to others. A card and note
is given to those who purchase shares
of animals as gifts. The public is
invited to come to this market.

The regular worship times of 9:30
and 11:15 a.m. will continue on the
Sundays of December 11 and 18.

On Christmas Eve, Saturday, De-
cember 24, the church will feature
two services. The family service will
be at 5 p.m. Children from age 4 to
those in fifth grade will sing during a
Christmas pageant. At 11 p.m. there
will be a candlelight communion ser-
vice preceded by special Christmas
music beginning at 10:45 p.m.

On Christmas Day, Sunday, De-
cember 25, and New Year’s Day,
Sunday, January 1, there will be only
one service, at 10:30 a.m.

The Fanwood Presbyterian
Church welcomes everyone to all or
any of these services. The church is
located at the corner of Martine,
LaGrande and Marian Avenues. For
more information, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
fanwoodpress@erols.com, or visit
fanwoodpc.org or facebook/com/
pages/Fanwood-Presbyterian-
Church/311300160969.

FUSP Invites Community
To Holiday Craft Fair

PLAINFIELD – The First Uni-
tarian Society of Plainfield (FUSP)
will present its 2011 Annual Holi-
day Craft Fair on Saturday, Decem-
ber 10, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
Sunday, December 11, from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. in its revitalized Parish
Hall and Stevens Wing. The build-
ing is located at 724 Park Avenue in
Plainfield, near the corner of Park
Avenue and West 7th Street. Ad-
mission will be free and open to the
public.

Local crafters will show and sell
homemade foods, jewelry, textiles,
pottery, knitted goods, ornaments
and other specialties for the season.
A variety of Fair Trade products,
from coffee to chocolate, will round
out the offerings. Homemade
lunches, coffee, desserts and hot
cider will be available in the

Stevens’ Café rooms, comple-
mented by holiday music.

New crafts have been added to
Kids’ Craft Workshops. For a small
donation, children can bring home a
handmade holiday craft of their own
making. Certain crafters also will
demonstrate some of the secrets of
their handiworks. Several crafters
have donated crafts for the event’s
craft raffle, a new feature this year.
Visitors can purchase raffle tickets
at the door for the raffle and need not
be present to win.

Profits from the craft fair will
support the FUSP’s congregational
work and outreach programs to the
community. For more information
about the Society or craft fair, visit
the FUSP website, fusp.org, or call
the congregational office at (908)
756-0750.

Hatfield Family
Welcomes Katie

Richard and Jennifer Hatfield of
Basking Ridge have announced the
birth of their daughter, Katie Ann
Hatfield, on Saturday, November 5,
at 1:04 p.m. at Overlook Medical
Center in Summit.

Katie weighed 8 pounds and 13
ounces and measured 21 inches in
length at birth.

Allen and Nancy Hatfield of
Westfield are her paternal grandpar-
ents.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Anthony and Donna Legros of
Union.

Katie’s paternal great-grandparents
are Chartos and Jane Nickles of Ab-
erdeen, Miss.
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Presbyterian Church Plans
Celebrations For Christmas
WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian

Church in Westfield invites the com-
munity to join the congregation in
celebrating the Christmas season
through various events and services.

The church’s season of joy will
begin with 7 p.m. Tuesday Evening
Advent Prayer Services, held on
November 29, December 6 and De-
cember 13.

Another holiday tradition, Ad-
vent Lessons and Carols, is sched-
uled for Sunday, December 18, dur-
ing the 10 a.m. service. Short read-
ings will be interspersed with in-
strumental presentations, vocal so-
los, congregational singing, the
children’s choirs and the Chancel
Choir, which leads the regular Sun-
day worship services.

A popular event for the entire
family is set for Sunday, December
4, from 3:30 to 5 p.m. with a Live
Nativity and community Christmas
Carol singing on the Great Lawn of
the church. Hot chocolate will be
available as visitors witness mem-
bers of the church play the roles of
the main characters in the Nativity
tableau, which also will feature live
animals.

Three Christmas Eve services will
be presented on Saturday, Decem-
ber 24. The Family Worship Service
at 5 p.m. will showcase the music of
the Cherub and Joyful Sound Choirs
and costumed children will recreate
the scene in Bethlehem. The 8 and
11 p.m. Candlelight Services, led by
Senior Pastor Reverend Ray Rob-
erts, will feature the Chancel Choir
under the direction of Interim Di-
rector of Music and Organist
Kathleen Connolly. A musical pre-
lude for each of the later services

will begin a half hour before the
candlelight programs.

An informal 10 a.m. Christmas
Day service will be held in the
Chapel of The Presbyterian Church
and will highlight the joy of the day
with congregational singing of
Christmas carols.

All events will be free and open
to the public and will be held in the
historic church sanctuary, located
at 140 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield. For more information on
these or any other church events
and services during the Christmas
season, call the church office at
(908) 233-0301 or visit the church
website, westfieldpc.org.


