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Introduction to Furniture Assist, Inc.:
Helping Needy to Create a Home
C. DAWSON YEOMANS

President
PAUL STIERHOFF and PEGGY A.

ROTHBAUM, Ph.D.
Trustees

Furniture Assist (FA) was founded
in 2004 by Dawson Yeomans as an
outreach program of several Union
County-based religious organiza-
tions, which continue to provide fi-
nancial support and volunteers. In
January 2006, Furniture Assist was
incorporated. In October 2006 we
received our IRS determination letter
recognizing our organization’s tax-
exempt status. FA accepts donations
of new and gently-used furniture,
appliances and household goods from
individuals, groups, organizations,
corporations and public and private

sources. Our mission is simple: “From
those who have, to those who need.”

FA was established to meet three
community needs: The first benefit is
that FA provides furniture, appliances
and other household goods, free of
charge, directly to individuals with a
recognized need. Recognized needs
may include, but are not limited to,
situations such as a previously home-
less individual or family trying to set
up a new living arrangement, or need-
ing additional goods for their home; a
battered spouse establishing a new
home; a medical emergency; or a flood,
fire, hurricane, tornado, earthquake or
other disaster. In these times of tre-
mendous financial upheaval and terri-
fying unemployment rates, our ser-
vices are needed more than ever to
help clients who are trying to help
themselves. A second benefit is that
the organization works with qualified
religious organizations and other non-
profit organizations, making donations
of furniture, appliances or other house-
hold items available for use by the
organizations, or for further distribu-
tion to individuals supported by the
organizations. A third benefit of FA is
“green” in nature. Many of the do-
nated items would otherwise be thrown
out, ultimately ending up in landfills
or dumps. Our organization gives these
items a new home where they are
needed and used, thus keeping them
out of the landfills.

FA is a 100-percent volunteer or-
ganization, which means that we need,
and have, an active board of trustees.
Our board is very hands-on, partici-
pating in all aspects of the organiza-
tion, from finances to sorting do-
nated items and unloading trucks.

* * *
This article is number one in a se-

ries of three articles. Please see forth-
coming articles and visit our website,
furnitureassist.com, for information
on donating or volunteering.

POLICE BLOTTER

FRIENDS OF FRAZEE…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee House Presi-
dent Andy Calamaras was invited earlier this year by Terrill Middle School
teacher Erin Watson to make a presentation about the Frazee House to students.
At that school and others in the district, students engaged in Frazee projects and
attended assemblies reflecting their excitement to live in a town with a historic
house and a famous local personage, “Aunt Betty” Frazee.

Rotary Announces Events
For Frazee House Planning
SCOTCH PLAINS – Doughnuts,

cider and maybe slices of colonial-
era-style bread will be served at the
Frazee House, located at 1451
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, on
Saturday, December 3, at 9:30 a.m.
as the organization committed to
restoration of the historic house
launches a planning activity to iden-
tify a viable role for the house in the
community.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House, Inc. has secured a
$38,850 grant from the New Jersey
Historic Trust, which is interested in
helping Union County identify a use
for the rare Revolutionary-era dwell-
ing of people of ordinary means,
according to Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Frazee House President Andy
Calamaras.

The open house will mark the first
phase of a professional approach to
planning a future for the Frazee
House backed by community con-
sensus. Landscape architect Allan
Summers from Rodney Robinson
Landscape Architects, along with
restoration specialists from Historic
Building Architects, LLC, of Tren-
ton, will be on hand to walk the site,
discuss it with guests and begin to
assess ways of integrating a restored
house with concepts for using the
land surrounding the Frazee House.

On Thursday, December 15, an
evening public workshop will take
place with key local stakeholders in
the Frazee House, among them
neighbors, political and township
leaders. They will discuss in a struc-
tured format with historic restora-

tion specialists and a market research
consultant options and ideas to elicit
attitudes that might shape a proposal
for the Frazee property that will ben-
efit the community. Focused fund-
raising for Frazee House restoration
will be enhanced based on a con-
crete proposal that might emerge for
using the house.

A third chance for the public to
provide input to new “branding” of
the Frazee House will take place at an
educational forum on January 5, 2012.
A special invitation will go out to
students and educators to attend the
workshop to discuss how the Frazee
House and its site can enrich the
education of students in the commu-
nity. Educator and historian Janet
Armstrong will lead the discussion.

Starting December 3, interested
members of the public will be able
to provide online input to the Frazee
vision planning process. A web link
will be available that day at
frazeehouse.org, at the Scotch Plains
township website,
scotchplainsnj.com, and others,
where they can respond to a ques-
tionnaire through January 10, 2012.

At the conclusion of the three pub-
lic events, Historic Building Archi-
tects, LLC will develop a vision plan
for the Frazee House and a plan for
communicating the house’s value,
as well as historic interest.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House, Inc. is a registered
501(c)3 tax-exempt organization,
and donations to it are tax-deduct-
ible. Interested supporters of the
Frazee House can always make con-
tributions on the “donations” page
at frazeehouse.org.
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County 4-H to Present
Gift-Making Night

WESTFIELD – Union County 4-
H will hold its annual Holiday Gift-
Making Night on Friday, Decem-
ber 2, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street.

A fee of $7 includes all materials
and guidance for making holiday-
themed gifts, including a candy-
filled snowball, a decorated flower-
pot with an aloe plant, and a
snowman doorstopper.

The 4-H Teen Council will host a
refreshment table as a fundraiser.
Advance registration is required by
calling 4-H Secretary Ellen DiIorio
at (908) 654-9854, or e-mailing
ediiorio@ucnj.org.

The Union County 4-H Clubs and
its Youth Development programs
are made possible through Rutgers
University and the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

IHM Plans Program
On Internet Safety

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Im-
maculate Heart of Mary (IHM)
Roman Catholic Church, located at
1571 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains, will sponsor a special pre-
sentation on Internet safety in the
parish’s Nazareth Center on Thurs-
day, December 1, at 7 p.m.

This free, hour-long presentation
is designed for both teenagers and
their parents, who must navigate
the threats posed in cyberspace to
their reputation, material wellbeing
and personal safety.

Sergeant Mike Hoose of the High
Tech/Computer Services Unit of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
will be the guest speaker. Topics will
include cyber-bullying; Internet fraud
(“phishing”); identity theft and stalk-
ing; threats posed by “social net-
works” such as Facebook, as well as
real-life examples of the dangers
young adults face every day in a
world of Smartphones with cameras.

This presentation will be offered
under the auspices of the Parish
Youth Ministry and IHM’s Holy
Name Society. For more informa-
tion and directions, call (908) 889-
2100 or visit the parish website,
ihmparish.net.
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Westfield
Tuesday, November 15, Patrick

Gallagher, III, 22, of Linden was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop on the 500
block of Dorian Road on a Cranford
warrant. He was processed, posted $165
bail and was released.

Tuesday, November 15, the theft of an
iPod was reported on the 500 block of
East Broad Street. There were no sus-
pects at the time of the report.

Thursday, November 17, Malcolm
Lewis, 23, of Plainfield was arrested at
police headquarters on charges of pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) with intent to distribute and
possession of a CDS with intent to dis-
tribute in a school zone. He was held in
lieu of bail.

Thursday, November 17, Denise
Jenkins, 33, of Easton, Pa. was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
following a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue in Garwood. She was released
on her own recognizance with a sum-
mons.

Thursday, November 17, someone
unknown entered an unsecured motor
vehicle that was parked in front of a
residence on the 500 block of Codding
Road. It did not appear that anything was
taken, according to police.

Friday, November 18, Sheryl Ettinger,
49, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Keansburg warrant for $155
after turning herself in at police head-
quarters. She was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, November 18, Donna Kisley,
62, of Edison was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at a
municipal lot between Elm and Prospect
Streets. According to police, Kisley be-
came combative and obstructed the offic-
ers’ investigation, and also was charged
with resisting arrest. She was processed
and later turned over to a responsible
individual.

Saturday, November 19, Darris Mar-
tin, 20, of Elizabeth was arrested at
Piscataway police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for $114.
He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, November 19, a 2001 red
Ford F-350 pickup was reported stolen
from Lawrence Avenue between 6 p.m.
on November 18 and 12:38 a.m. on No-
vember 19. The vehicle was locked prior
to being taken.

Saturday, November 19, a shoplifting
incident was reported at a business on the
200 block of North Avenue, in which one
or more suspects removed $1,400 worth
of merchandise from the store, according
to police.

Saturday, November 19, a resident of
the 200 block of Ross Place reported
being the victim of identity theft, result-
ing in the loss of $4,419, after she was
given fraudulent money orders through
an online employment opportunity.

Saturday, November 19, Robert
Siessel, 26, of Clark was arrested on an
outstanding Clifton warrant for $250
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on the
1200 block of Rahway Avenue. He was
processed and posted bail.

Sunday, November 20, Roche Landolf,
25, of Roselle was arrested at the Holmdel
State Police Barracks on an outstanding
Westfield warrant for $2,500. He was
held pending transport to the Union
County jail in default of bail.

Sunday, November 20, James Sykes-
Griffin, 37, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at South
and Windsor Avenues. Authorities
found the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office had issued a fugi-
tive warrant for him. Police also ar-
rested Donna M. Laferrara, 33, of Eliza-
beth on an outstanding Newark warrant
for $133. She was released on her own
recognizance per the Newark Munici-
pal Court. Sykes-Griffin was turned
over to the Middlesex County Sheriff’s
Office.

Sunday, November 20, Scott Desch,
38, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI during a motor vehicle stop at
the north-side train station. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released to a responsible individual.

Monday, November 21, a Westfield
resident reported the theft of a Schwinn
mountain bicycle, black and yellow in
color, from the south-side train station
bicycle rack sometime between 6:50 a.m.
and 7 p.m. that day.

Fanwood
Thursday, November 17, Donald

Banks, 53, of Lawrenceville was arrested
on active warrants out of Fanwood, Clark
and Cranford after a motor vehicle stop at
Terrill Road and LaGrande Avenue. He
was processed and released by all three
courts.

Friday, November 18, Arthur Brown,
42, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged with providing false information
to a law enforcement officer and with
active warrants out of Plainfield,
Princeton and Hopewell, after officers
responded to a suspicious person call in
the area of Helen Street and Vinton Circle.
According to police, when officers ar-
rived they located an individual going
door-to-door soliciting, at which time
Brown gave authorities a false name. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Friday, November 18, a 16-year-old
male juvenile from Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession of
suspected marijuana after an incident
that occurred at Forest Road Park. Ac-
cording to police, officers responded to
the park on a report of a juvenile with a
gun. Upon arrival, they located three
juveniles in the park and while being
questioned by police, one of the juve-
niles kept his hand in his pocket, police
said. He was told by the officer to re-
move his hand. The juvenile did not
comply, at which time the officer reached
into the juvenile’s pocket and located
two packs of cigarettes, one blunt cigar
and the suspected marijuana. The juve-
nile was processed and released to a
parent.

Saturday, November 19, Paul Calvano,
50, of Elizabeth was arrested on an active
warrant out of Union following a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Shady
Lane. Calvano, who was a passenger in
the vehicle, was processed, posted bail
and released.

Sunday, November 20, Jordan Aquino,
22, of Plainfield was arrested on an active
warrant out of Edison after a motor ve-
hicle stop at Terrill Road and East 2nd
Street. He was processed, posted bail and
released.

Sunday, November 20, Zakaryya
Crawley, 37, of Georgia was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and North Avenue on an active
fugitive warrant out of Cobb County, Ga.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and taken to the Union
County jail pending extradition back to
Georgia.

Sunday, November 20, Raymond
Forteau-Morris, 21, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with criminal mis-
chief and Matthew Dudley, 22, of
Chatham was arrested and charged with
providing false information to a law
enforcement officer and with a Madi-
son warrant. They were arrested after
police responded to the north-side train
station on a report of someone who
broke out a window. According to po-
lice, upon arrival, officers checked the
surrounding area and located the sus-
pects walking west of the train station,
with Forteau-Morris visibly bleeding
from the right hand. Forteau-Morris
was processed and released pending his
court date. Dudley was processed,
posted bail and released.

Monday, November 21, Alvin Madi-
son, 56, of Union was arrested on an
active warrant out of North Plainfield
after a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Terrill Road. He was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Scotch Plains
Saturday, November 12, a resident of

Wood Road reported that sometime dur-
ing the day someone damaged her grill
that was on her back deck.

Monday, November 14, a resident of
Dogwood Drive reported that while he
was walking he was struck with a pellet
from an air rifle that was shot from a
passing motor vehicle.

Tuesday, November 15, a resident of
Princeton Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone dumped con-
struction debris in his dumpster.

Tuesday, November 15, a resident of
White Oak Avenue reported that a friend
has been posting negative comments
about her in an Internet chat room.

Tuesday, November 15, a resident of
Cooper Road reported that sometime
overnight someone damaged the door to
his garage.

Wednesday, November 16, Kwamane
Bryant, 23, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding $658 warrant issued by
the Scotch Plains Court after a motor
vehicle stop on East Second Street. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Thursday, November 17, Corey Leigh,
36, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop on
West Broad Street, at which time the
officer smelled an odor of alcohol. Ac-
cording to police, after failing multiple
field sobriety tests at the scene Leigh was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, November 17, Justin Batista,
20, of Bloomsbury was arrested on an
outstanding $1,500 warrant issued by the
Middletown Court after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, November 20, Nathaniel Guy,
21, of South Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding $289 warrant issued by the
Cranford Court after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 15, John W.

Bensulock, 42, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on Moun-
tain Avenue for allegedly driving with a
suspended license. He was processed and
released at the scene.

Tuesday, November 15, Simon
Martinez, 21, of Raleigh, N.C. was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on New
Providence Road for allegedly driving
with a suspended license.

Tuesday, November 15, a resident of
Puddingstone Road came into police
headquarters to report that he had paid a
pool service company to close his swim-
ming pool for the season and the com-
pany has yet to close the pool.

Friday, November 18, an individual
came into police headquarters to report
that she had attempted to enter the road-
way at the intersection of Route 22 and
Summit Avenue when another motorist
struck her motor vehicle from behind.
According to police, the victim yelled
to the suspect to pull into the next
parking lot so they could call police to
make a report. The victim said the sus-
pect, described as a young, white male
driving an older-model gold sedan,
yelled back “there is no damage” and
fled the scene.

Friday, November 18, an employee of
an eldercare facility on Route 22 reported
that while she was at work someone
attempted to steal her motor vehicle, dam-
aging the door lock and handle in the
process.

Saturday, November 19, police re-
sponded to a business on Summit Road in
regards to an ongoing dispute between
two former business partners in the pro-
cess of dissolving their business. Ac-
cording to police, one of the individuals
was removing property, valued in the
thousands of dollars, from the business
that he was told to leave at the property
last week.

Saturday, November 19, a resident of
Wyoming Drive reported that someone
dumped a large quantity of branches onto
a bush next to his driveway. According to
police, the manner in which it was dumped
appears to have been perpetrated by a
dump truck.

Sunday, November 20, Aaron R.
McQuiller, 19, of Newark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Pembrook Road for allegedly driving
with a suspended license. He was pro-
cessed and released at the scene.

Sunday, November 20, Laurence J.
Koller, 41, of New Providence was
arrested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle stop on New Providence
Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.


