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Running Unopposed Made Me Very
Aware of Support of Ward 2 Residents

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank so many of you who
have elected me for the third time as
your representative. First and fore-
most, I want to thank you, the resi-
dents of the Second Ward, for your
continued trust and confidence. I am
humbled by your support and I prom-
ise to continue to represent you to the
best of my ability for the next four
years. I stand firm in my commitment
to be fiscally prudent and responsive
to all of you.

I would also like to thank my col-
leagues on Council who are a great
team of dedicated individuals. I am
proud to be working with all of you,
especially our Mayor, Andy
Skitbitsky, whose leadership and
dedication I admire so much.

I would also like to thank our state
leaders, Senator Tom Kean, Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick, and Assem-
blywoman Nancy Munoz, for their
tireless work on behalf of the resi-

dents of Westfield.
This was an unusual campaign in

that I ran without an opponent. How-
ever, I did not treat this campaign
with any less commitment and grati-
tude. Running unopposed made me
very aware of the faith and support of
the second ward residents. This only
reconfirms my pledge to work dili-
gently on your behalf.

My campaign manager, Deirdre
Malacrea, and my treasurer, Dona
Panagos, did a wonderful job on my
campaign and I cannot thank them
enough for their hard work and sup-
port.

Lastly, I must thank my family.
Without their love and support I could
not do any of this. So I thank my
husband Kevin, and children Kevin
Jr., Christopher and Elisabeth from
the bottom of my heart.

Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan
Westfield

Crossroads Draws Schoeman’s Ire
For Comedian’s Remarks

Editor’s Note: The following is a
copy of a letter sent to the manager of
The Crossroads.

I was shocked to read on page 18 of
today’s (November 17) The Westfield
Leader - a comedian at your estab-
lishment [The Crossroads] sharing
his (her) experience ignoring cou-
pons as a “recovering Jew!” This
remark is anti-Semitic, pure and

simple, and requires an apology by
you and on behalf of The Crossroads.

Jewish people should not frequent
your establishment until you  apolo-
gize publicly and make clear to the
public that your policy, which you
must state to all your performers, is
that they must not make anti-Semitic
remarks or anti-other people re-
marks!

It seems nowadays that “comedi-
ans” and “comediennes” believe that
anything goes in order to get a laugh.
And a cheap laugh, at that!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Jannotti Family in Brazil;
5,000 Miles, Sight Unseen

By GINO JANNOTTI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After picking up my luggage two
weeks ago at the Belo Horizonte Bra-
zil airport, I walked out into the ter-
minal looking for relatives who I
have never met who would be hold-
ing up a sign with my name. But no
one was there, and I began to think
that maybe this trip was going to be a
bust.

A couple of weeks ago, I received
an e-mail from Murilo Osorio from
Brazil telling me that he traced his
heritage back to Antonio Iannotti,
born in 1712 in San Lorenzo
Maggiore, Italy. That is the same
small village where my great-great-
grandfather was born in 1841. Murilo
told me that Domenico and Francesco
Jannotti immigrated to Brazil in 1870
from Celle di Bulgheria, a town near
Salerno, Italy, and that they were
descendents of Antonio, who moved
to Celle di Bulgheria from San
Lorenzo Maggiore.

He invited me to an annual Jannotti
family reunion in Brazil, saying that
at least 200 Jannottis would be in
attendance. I made arrangements to
fly from Newark to Washington, D.C.
(Dulles) to San Paolo to Belo
Horizonte, Brazil. Some of my friends
thought it strange that I would agree
to go to Brazil to meet people that I
did not know, and not speaking Por-
tuguese, based on a series of e-mails
received from Murilo. So, when no
one was there to greet me, I won-
dered if they were correct. I went to
the airport information center. The
agent called a cell phone number that
I had been given for one of the mem-
bers of the “reception” committee
that I was expecting.

To my relief, the agent said that I
should wait and the family members
were on the way. Sure enough, a few
minutes later, people came up to me
holding a large sign with my name.
Three more members of the Jannotti
family joined them.

When I met Joseph Jannotti, 81
years old, I immediately saw the fam-
ily resemblance and was amazed that
three centuries did not diminish the
family facial features. I was taken to
Joseph’s home where he has lived for
40 years and met his family of four
daughters and two sons and various
grandchildren. Joseph is still a prac-
ticing cardiologist and so are two of
his sons. One son-in-law also is a
practicing cardiologist and two grand-
children currently are in medical
school. His live-in cook, Maria, has
worked there for 30 years.

The welcome was a great experi-
ence but only the start of my trip. A
drive of three hours through the moun-
tains where the Portuguese discov-
ered gold and semi-precious stones
took me to Vicosa, Brazil, where the
family reunion was to take place. On
the way, we stopped at Ouro Preto,
which translates to Black Gold, a
World Heritage site (UNESCO). We
visited the churches and the stone
market. At Viçosa, we met Murilo
and members of the family who were
staying at the hotel. We went to din-
ner at a local restaurant where about
50 relatives were beginning the week-
end celebration.

The family spirit was truly thriv-
ing. The next day, we attended a
church service where the priest was
also a Jannotti. I was invited up to the
altar and was introduced to over 200
members of the family, a very emo-
tional time for me. Then we all gath-
ered on the front steps of the church
for a family photograph and followed
with a short drive to the reunion.

The food was the classic Brazilian
churrasco (BBQ) and the drinks were
served for over six hours. I had pho-
tos taken at each table, danced the
samba, laughed, joked and made
friends with family I never knew I
had. I was invited to have a Brazilian
drink, Cachaca, which was served in
a shot glass. So, I thought the proper
thing to do was to chug it, which I did.
But when the fire broke out in my
insides, and the crowd began chant-
ing “Gino, Gino, Gino,” I thought
that perhaps I should have sipped it.

Being invited back for next year’s
reunion, I hope to bring other U.S.
and Canada-based Jannotti family
members to meet their Brazilian cous-
ins. I know it will be an experience
they will never forget.

There is no “J” in the Italian alpha-
bet, so the script “I” of Iannotti has
been mistakenly changed during im-
migration many decades ago both in
Brazil and in the U.S. But there was
no mistake for me in taking the chance
to visit relatives I never knew 5,000
miles away from my home in
Garwood.

BRAZIL FAMILY REUNION...Two hundred Jannotti family members held
their annual reunion two weeks ago in Vicosa, Brazil. See story on this page.

Letters to the Editor

Lions: ‘The Knights of the Blind In
The Crusade Against Darkness’

On behalf of the Westfield Lions
Club, I want to thank the generous
citizens of Westfield who supported
our Fall White Cane Fundraiser held
on November 19th. Your generosity
will allow us to continue the chal-
lenge Helen Keller gave to the Lions
in 1925 to be “the Knights of the
Blind in the crusade against dark-
ness.” Every penny raised will go to

support Lions Charities.
Special thanks to Bagel Chateau,

Exxon/Dunkin Donuts and Manhat-
tan Bagel that allowed us to canvass
in front of their businesses. The
Westfield Lions Club would like to
wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiv-
ing and a Happy Holiday Season.

Douglas Schembs, Jr.
Club Secretary, Westfield

School Lunch Fraud is Massive With
Enormous Property Tax Implications
I disagree with The Star-Ledger’s

analysis of the amount of fraud in
New Jersey’s school lunch program.
I stand by my statement that 37 per-
cent of all school lunch recipients are
ineligible. This figure is underscored
by the ongoing investigation into
fraud in the school lunch program in
the Elizabeth School District.

Regardless of the figure used, the
amount of fraud in the free and re-
duced school lunch program is mas-
sive and the cost to the taxpayers is
enormous, it runs in the hundreds of
millions of dollars.

No one is suggesting that a hungry
child be denied breakfast or lunch, all
I am asking is that the school lunch
program be removed as one of the
primary metrics for determining
school aid. I believe we should fol-
low the advice of the State Auditor
who states that: “due to the nature of
the self-reporting application process

and the error rate, eligibility for the
school lunch program should not be
used as a determination factor for
other state funding and policy deci-
sions.”

Under New Jersey’s system for
funding schools, enrolling a student
in the free and reduced price lunch
program triggers an “At Risk” desig-
nation for the student, which results
in an about an additional $5,000 of
state school aid under New Jersey’s
school funding formula. If you con-
sider that 428,000 students are en-
rolled in the free and reduced price
lunch program, a 37 percent error
rate may result in a fraud totaling
nearly $1 billion per year; or if you
accept The Star-Ledger’s analysis,
“only” $300 million. Either way it’s
a lot of money that could be used to
reduce property taxes statewide.

Senator Michael Doherty
Senate Appropriations Committee‘Use It or Lose It’ Reform Gains

Momentum in State Senate
TRENTON — Following Senate

President Stephen Sweeney’s recent
announcement of support for Repub-
lican efforts to reform sick leave rules
for public employees to a ‘use it or
lose it’ system, Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. encouraged
Senator Sweeney to post the measure
in the next Senate voting session:

“Senate Republicans have repeat-
edly attempted to force votes on a
‘use it or lose it’ system that would
eliminate the outrageous jackpot
payouts to public employees for sick
leave,” he said. “I am pleased that the
Senate President now sees the folly in
allowing a system to continue that
has forced municipalities to borrow
money to pay retiring employees,

sometimes to the tune of six-figure
checks for one person. The version of
this reform passed previously by the
Legislature and, rightly, vetoed by
the Governor did not go far enough
because it only capped payments for
unused time rather than eliminating
them outright. I encourage the Sen-
ate President to post this reform for a
vote at the next scheduled Senate
voting session, and offer any assis-
tance my caucus can provide to that
end.”

According to the release, Senate
Republicans have sought three votes
on sick leave reform that requires
employees to “use it or lose it.” Each
attempt was defeated by the Demo-
cratic Party majority.

Trenton ‘Tit for Tat’

ALL DAY LONG
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