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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Reform Needed In How N.J. Redraws
Congressional, Legislative Districts

The 2011 elections are now behind us
and the all but completely predictable
results are in. All 120 seats of the New
Jersey State Legislature were at stake
following the once per decade redistrict-
ing process completed earlier this year.
One hundred and ten out of 120 incum-
bent legislators were seeking reelection
to either the seats they already held, a
seat in a newly formed district, or in a
couple of cases, sitting members of the
General Assembly seeking a Senate seat.
Out of the 110 seeking reelection, 108 or
98.2 percent were reelected. Most elec-
tions were double-digit landslides with
the closest race coming in with a 6 per-
cent margin of victory. These are pretty
staggering figures and one wonders
whether the numbers are so high because
of the electorate’s overwhelming approval
of the job our Legislature has been doing
or whether there is another reason at
play. I believe it is more of the latter and
can be directly attributed to the above-
mentioned legislative redistricting pro-
cess.

Following the once per decade na-
tional census, the 50 states are empow-
ered with the duty to redraw their Con-
gressional district lines as well as their
state legislative district lines. In New
Jersey, both the Democratic and Repub-
lican parties select members (usually
sitting legislators) to a redistricting com-
mission where each side proposes new
legislative maps, ostensibly using guide-
lines set forth in the New Jersey Consti-
tution. In reality, they do so more in a
manner that would gain them an elec-
toral advantage in the next 10 years’
worth of elections, while at the same
time placing their incumbents in “safe”
districts. If you remember your high
school government class you might re-
call that this shady practice is known as
gerrymandering.

Invariably, the two sides never agree on
a map and a tiebreaking vote is appointed
by the Chief Justice of the New Jersey
Supreme Court. This year’s tiebreaker
was the scholarly Rutgers professor Alan
Rosenthal, a life-long Democrat who (sur-
prise, surprise) chose the Democrat pro-
posed map over the Republican map. Per-
haps the most outrageous component of
Professor Rosenthal’s rationale was his
desire to ensure a “continuity in represen-
tation” in our legislature. That’s right. The
learned professor somehow interpreted

the guidelines of our state Constitution to
read that the new legislative districts be
drawn in a manner that would all but
guarantee that incumbents get reelected.
And ladies and gentlemen, that is exactly
what happened on November 8.

One should think that there has got to
be a more equitable way to go through
this redistricting process; a process that
most citizens do not realize is even hap-
pening and a process that has heretofore
had more impact on the makeup of our
elected officials than any given election.
In this age of advancing technology, I ask
why we allow this redistricting process
to be driven by partisans who essentially
place their own political survival ahead
of the guidelines set forth by the Consti-
tution. It would seem reasonable to me
that a relatively simple computer pro-
gram be written (and yes, even agreed
upon by both Republicans and Demo-
crats) that would accomplish both the
state legislative and Congressional re-
districting based solely on constitutional
guidelines and do so in a matter of sec-
onds once the new census data is entered.
This would no doubt lead to more com-
petitive districts where incumbents could
no longer assume automatic reelection.
The number of life-long politicians would
be dramatically reduced and those that
were ultimately selected through more
competitive elections would be a more
responsive group who could no longer
take their constituents for granted.

As you read this, a commission com-
posed of partisan Republicans and Demo-
crats are plotting New Jersey’s next con-
gressional district map in time for the
2012 elections. New Jersey will lose one
seat because of a loss of relative popula-
tion and bring our congressional delega-
tion from 13 to 12. There is no question
in my mind that the new map will be
drawn in such a way as to ensure that
come November 2012 (and subsequent
Novembers through 2020), all 12 incum-
bents will find themselves easily reelected
because of their respective gerryman-
dered districts.

While there are cases to be made for
reform in many facets of government,
none would have more of an impact on
our political landscape than a change to
the way our legislative and Congres-
sional districts are drawn every 10 years.

Martin Marks, Mayor
Scotch Plains (2000-2008)

Red Cross Chapter Making Good Use
Of $5,000 Donation From United Fund

Take a look at the American Red
Cross Mission: to provide relief to
victims of disasters and help people
prevent, prepare for, and respond to
emergencies. In a sense, this view
divides the population into two fluid
groups — people who need help and
people who want to help. The Red
Cross is privileged to serve as a link
between the two.

The Raritan Valley Chapter of the
American Red Cross was recently
privileged to receive a gift of $5,000
from the Westfield United Fund to
support our disaster operations in the
wake of Hurricane Irene. The
Westfield United Fund has been re-
sponding to our community’s needs
since 1937 and the Red Cross truly
appreciated their support in restock-
ing our supplies after the devastation
that Irene left behind. The funds sup-
plied by the Westfield United Fund
allowed us to purchase 250 cleanup
kits to be used during disasters for the
residents of Westfield. Each kit comes

with a sectional handle with mop,
broom, squeegee and push broom
heads, pail, scrub brush, sponge, dis-
infectant, detergent/degreaser,
bleach, trash bags, gloves and dust
mask. These necessary items make a
huge impact on the lives of people
who are trying to get their homes in
order.

It is through support like that of the
Westfield United Fund and its donors
that the Raritan Valley Chapter of the
American Red Cross is able to effec-
tively fulfill its mission in helping
people prevent, prepare for and re-
spond to emergencies. If you would
like to make an additional donation
to the local chapter please call (908)
232-7090 for information or mail a
gift to 321 Elm Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

Thank you for your continued sup-
port during this holiday season and
beyond.

Suzanne Lutz
American Red Cross, Westfield

Happy Thanksgiving From The
United Fund of Westfield

Thanksgiving is the time of year
when we say thanks for the blessings
of home and health, friends and fam-
ily. In that spirit, we at the Westfield
United Fund wish to express our grati-
tude for the caring neighbors at our
19 member agencies who help make
life better for so many of us through
their programs and services. To name
just a few, we are thankful for...

The volunteers at Mobile Meals
who prepare and deliver hot meals to
the homebound; the staff at the
Westfield Day Care Center who pro-
vide scholarships to single parents
and families experiencing job loss;
the after school tutors at the Westfield
Elementary Schools who help stu-
dents achieve their academic poten-
tial; the compassionate listeners at
CONTACT We Care who staff their
hotlines around the clock so no call
for help goes unanswered; the pro-
fessionals at Youth and Family Coun-
seling Services who provide coun-
seling to help resolve addiction, de-
pression, anxiety, and family issues;

the counselors at the YWCA of East-
ern Union County who shelter and
support women and children suffer-
ing from domestic abuse, and the
handymen and bus drivers of the
American Red Cross who make it
possible for our elderly neighbors to
remain in their homes.

We are especially thankful to the
more than 1,000 Westfield residents
who make all these programs pos-
sible through their generous contri-
butions to our annual campaign. As a
sign of personal “thanks-giving,” we
encourage all who have not yet made
a pledge this year to either send in a
pledge card or contribute online
(www.westfieldunitedfund.org).

By sharing our blessings, we can
extend the holiday spirit throughout
the coming year. On behalf of all of
us at the Westfield United Fund, best
wishes for a happy and healthy
Thanksgiving.

Kim Benou
2011 Campaign Chairman

Westfield United Fund

Benedict Vows to Remain Attentive
And Involved In Goings On In FW

I would like to offer my sincere
congratulations to Mayor Mahr as
well as Councilman Heugel and
Councilman-Elect Boris on a victori-
ous campaign. Public life is neither
glamorous nor elegant and it takes a
certain kind of individual to pursue
it; my hat is off to each of them.

While my running mates Nicole
Cole, Joe Britt and I did not win the
election, we are pleased that we have
had the opportunity to shed light on
issues that are important to Fanwood’s
citizens and offer them a viable choice
for its leadership. Hopefully, these
issues will remain in the forefront of
everyone’s mind and continue to fos-
ter critical thinking about the future
of Fanwood.

I am personally grateful to have
met many of my neighbors through-
out the campaign season and learned
what is truly important to them. Hav-
ing spent so many weeks listening to
Fanwoodians, I can comfortably say
that those who came out and voted
got the government they deserve.

Finally, I owe a great debt of grati-
tude to my wife and son who sacri-
ficed our family time for the greater
good. I know that they are happy to
have me home, and I am happy to be
there. In future years, I know I will
remain attentive, involved and inter-
ested in the goings on in and around
town in some way or another.

Jason Benedict GOP Candidate
Fanwood Borough Council

Why Were Memorial
 Fields Fertilized?

During the last two weeks as we,
along with many other Westfielders,
trotted across Memorial Park soccer
fields, we were rather alarmed and
disturbed to see clumps of fertilizer/
pesticides strewn about the fields.
Given that the season ended this week,
we were wondering why the Public
Works Department could not wait in
the application of these chemicals.
There really is no benefit for anyone
to be exposed to such toxins. The
children run around in it and their
younger siblings roll around in it.

A call to the Public Works depart-
ment has not (yet) yielded any an-
swers. At best, this is another case of
poor communication between the
Recreational Department and Public
Works. At worst, it’s gross negligence.
If we can protect our children from
harmful substances, why not do it?

Kirti Malik and Lisa Karter
Westfield

Are Solar Panels On
Tele. Poles Real Deal or
Con of The Century?
As a fan of solar energy, the sight

of hundreds and hundreds of solar
units hung on our telephone poles is
very impressive. The concept of
pumping extra energy into the grid
near where it is being used makes a
lot of sense.

What troubles me is how the public
can know with 100 percent certainty
that these units are the real deal and
pump out 220 watts on a clear day or
are only putting out partial power or
no power at all. I’m sure that these
units were not cheap and I don’t
know when there will be a pay back.
But I’d feel a lot better if the state and
federal government would randomly
check these beautiful panels to see if
this is the real deal or the con of the
century. Stranger things have hap-
pened.

Joseph Dupont
Warren Township

Be Thankful for Our Community,
Friends and Sharing with Family

This week, we celebrate Thanksgiving with our
family, neighbors and friends. Many travel to join us
from afar.

True, it is a significant national holiday, immortal-
izing the journey, trials and triumphs of our country’s
first settlers and celebrating the beginning of a
melting pot, the American culture. Most of us feel
the holiday as a profoundly personal one, one that
brings together the significant people in our indi-
vidual lives.

Some families separated by distance will reunite;
some will, unfortunately, feel the weight of familial
strife a little more. For many in our community,
Thanksgiving means an epic feast not to be rivaled
by any other meal during the year; for some, it is a
day to feel the weight of poverty a little more.

As with many holidays, Thanksgiving can bring
stress instead of comfort and joy. Not all of the chaos
is necessarily bad – some of it can be downright
entertaining – but hopefully everyone can look past
a burnt turkey or a petty squabble and remember that
everyone has something to be thankful for.

And, thinking beyond our individual lives, we
must remember that there are those who cannot
celebrate the holiday with loved ones or partake of
big meals.

It has been an eventful year with floods and
hurricanes causing suffering for thousands – that
which we experienced is mostly in the past and we
recovered. As we give thanks for our good fortune,
provide a moment of thought for others.

This year, please be extra thankful; pray for the
return of our many soldiers from long deployments;
seek peace in the world. We have many reminders of
how precious the gifts of family, friends and com-
munity truly are.

The start of the holiday season is upon us. Many
stores and advertisements are already reminding us
that Christmas is fast approaching. Enjoy Thanks-
giving and embrace the spirit of the upcoming Christ-
mas season.

Let’s remember the gifts we already have – thank-
ful for the community of people with whom we share
those gifts.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Souter – A shoemaker
2. Iatrology – The science of medicine
3. Oeuvres – Literary works
4. Terpsichorean – A dancer

GRIFFIER
1. A jewler’s gouging tool for working

in a depression, as in engraving metal
2. A recorder or registrar
3. A shelf behind an altar for candle-

sticks
4. Coarse iron ore

UNGULATE
1. Having hoofs
2. To saturate; soak
3. Showing patience; calmness
4. To give a wavy form, margin, or

surface
VENATIC

1. Acting by poisoning
2. Fond of or living by hunting
3. Easily bribed or corrupted
4. Nomadic; roving

DEPASCENT
1. Impoverished; poor
2. Feeding
3. Lacking adequate mental power
4. Apathetic; disinterested

TREE LIMBS? MAYBE
BEST NEIGHBORS GET
TOGETHER A CLEAN UP

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

The Amazing Generosity of Many People And Companies
On Sunday, September 25, 2011, I

organized my sixth and final charity
baseball game here in Westfield, to
benefit Furniture Assist, a Kenilworth-
based organization that collects furni-
ture from donors and distributes it to
those in need. The money raised will be
put towards the cost of their storage
units, as well as the cost of the trucks
and truck drivers to collect and deliver
the donations.

This year was absolutely the most
successful of them all (and I mean it this
time!), thanks once again to the amaz-
ing generosity of many people and com-
panies. Food and drinks were donated
by Bagel Chateau, Manhattan Bagels,
Mario’s Deli, ShopRite, Starbucks, Stop
n’ Shop and The Office Beer Bar &
Grill. Gift certificates, raffle items and
monetary donations were generously
made by 16 Prospect, Baron’s Drug
Store, Bath Junkie, Casa di Pizza,
Chili’s, Cherrybrook Premium Pet Sup-
plies, Fancy Nails, Farmhouse Store,
FroYo, Galeria Art and Framing,
Garwood Lanes, Gennaro’s,
Headturners Salon, Hershey’s Subs,
Inspire, J. Winthrop, Jay’s Cycle, Jill
Brown, Joanne Gordon (Pampered
Chef), Limani Seafood Grill, Mani Pedi
Nails and Spa, Nagoya, On the Side
Spa, Rookies and Stars Sports Col-

lectibles, Tinga, Turning Point, Tutti
Baci Cafe, Westfield Diner, and
Westfield Running Company.

Special thanks to Jana Deneroff (CBS),
Nat Butler and Jen Pottheiser, Ken Seitel
(NBA), and Dan Lynch (N.Y. Giants) for
the wonderful silent auction items. Also,
I’d like to thank Jersey Tees in Kenilworth
for the awesome shirts this year, pro-
vided at a discounted price.

I want to thank our friends and fellow
Westfield residents for their participa-
tion and support. Thanks to all the 12th
graders who played in the game, and all
the parents, who, although rusty, proved
to be too much for the kids, pulling off
a 7-3 win! Thanks to all my friends and
family who helped set up, stayed to
watch the game and purchased lots of
raffle tickets and bid on silent auction
items.

In total, we raised over $4,250 for
Furniture Assist, and would never have
been so successful without everyone’s
generosity!

I would also like to thank the follow-
ing friends who helped the day of the
event: The Harris Family, The Lutz
Family, The Friedman Family, Alex
Jeffrey, and many, many more! Without
them, I would have been so busy that I
wouldn’t have been able to play in the
game. I have to once again single out

Theresa Harris, who for all six years,
has helped enormously with various
organizational aspects on game day,
including setting up the raffle and silent
auction tables. She even rescheduled a
trip so that she could make it to the
game, and I can’t thank her enough! I
must also thank John and Nancy Jakub,
who donated the use of their canopy
tent for the game, given the ominous
forecast, and came out bright and early
to assemble it. They, along with my
Dad, Nat Butler (who came at 6 a.m.!),
Tom and TJ Lutz, Jeff Harris, and Will
Hogge, all chipped in to the effort to set
up the tent. Of course, none of this
would have happened had it not been
for the effort and support of my parents
(who donated a gift certificate, in addi-
tion to covering the costs of certain
game day items, including the t-shirts).

I couldn’t be more thankful to every-
one who has contributed to my efforts
over the past six years. As cliché as it may
sound, my game would truly not have
been successful without the help and
support of the community. As I head off to
college, I will never cease to appreciate
all the great things that this experience
has taught me, nor will I forget all those
who made this game possible.

Daniel Berke (age 17)
Westfield


