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News From the Capitol

Rep. Leonard Lance 908-518-7733

Editor’s Note: Rep. Leonard Lance read
the following statement on the floor of the
House of Representatives on November
16 before the vote on the Balanced Bud-
get Amendment.  The legislation received
261 “yes” votes and 165 “no” votes,
falling short of the 284 votes needed to
pass with the necessary two-thirds of House
members.

Mr. Speaker, As of November 14, 2011,
the United States national debt was
$14.973 trillion, according to the Depart-
ment of Treasury. With pending security
auctions this month, it is inevitable that
the national debt will reach the unprec-
edented level of $15 trillion in the coming
weeks. When the national debt reaches
$15 trillion it means the U.S. debt-to-GDP
ratio will reach 99.7 percent of our debt.
This is $47,900 for every living American.
Since President Obama took office in 2009,
the debt has gone up by $4.3 trillion.

In the last 50 years, the federal govern-
ment has only managed to balance its
budget five times, most recently with Presi-
dent Clinton, a Democrat, and Republican
control of the House of Representatives
and the Senate. Washington now borrows
approximately 40 percent of every dollar
it spends. Foreign investors hold half of
our nation’s public debt and one-third of
overall debt — not only from China, but
from Japan, Great Britain, Saudi Arabia,
and other places as well.

Admiral Mullen, the recently retired
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has
rightly called the national debt “the single
biggest threat to our national security.”

While we have made significant
strides in reducing the cost of govern-
ment over the past few months, much
more is needed to be done. The primary
focus of this Congress and our new
leadership has been to restore fiscal san-
ity and fiscal restraint to the federal
government.

We must remember that the money in
the Treasury is not our money, but it is
the people’s money, and we are charged
with being good stewards of that money.
There is only one way to ensure that future
Congresses and Presidents, regardless of
party, are unable to return to the reckless,
out of control spending of the past. That is
to pass a balanced budget amendment to
the United States Constitution.

This week, Congress will vote on a
balanced budget amendment to the Con-
stitution for the first time in 16 years.

In 1995, following passage by the
House of Representatives, the United
States Senate came within one vote of
sending a version of a balanced budget
amendment to the states for ratification.
Since then, our total national debt has
almost tripled.

Today’s proposal is nearly identical
to the one that passed the House with 72
Democratic votes in 1995.

Amending our Constitution should

not be taken lightly. I will support the
balanced budget amendment because I
believe it is the right thing to do to help
get our nation’s fiscal house in order.

I would have preferred that the bal-
anced budget amendment include a spend-
ing cap, but we need Democratic mem-
bers to achieve the necessary two-thirds
majority required for a constitutional
amendment to be sent to the states for
ratification. That is why the amendment
we will be considering almost mirrors the
1995 text.

Before coming to Congress I served
in the New Jersey State Legislature where
I successfully sought reforms to ensure
that our state government was respon-
sible with the people’s money. In 2008,
the people of New Jersey passed my state
constitutional amendment to require voter
approval for issuance of state borrowing.
I’m proud to be able to do my part here in
Washington as well.

Most states, including New Jersey, are
required to balance their states’ budgets.
If the federal government continues to
spend what it does not have, the balanced
budget amendment would provide a
much-needed safeguard to restrict future
spending.

As someone who tries to be a student of
American history, I know that a balanced
budget amendment is not a new idea.
Thomas Jefferson was a strong proponent
of the idea. He said: “I wish it were pos-
sible to obtain a single amendment to our
Constitution. I would be willing to depend
on that alone for the reduction of the
administration of our government.”

He was referring to a balanced budget
amendment. Those were wise words
when spoken and they are wise words
today. Passing a balanced budget amend-
ment would also help move us closer to
the much needed economic certainty
our nation desperately needs to boost
the economy and help create jobs.

When I was a boy and a young man,
the fundamental issue confronting the
nation was the threat of the Soviet Union
and international communism, the fo-
cus of evil in the modern world as Presi-
dent Reagan said.

The fundamental issue confronting
the nation in the Twenty-first Century is
fiscal responsibility. Will our children
live in a diminished America? Will the
promise of America that each genera-
tion does better than the generation be-
fore it continue to exist? Will we con-
tinue to lead the world or will leadership
pass to China or India or to some other
place?

This is the great issue confronting the
people of the United States, and it is the
great issue confronting us here in Con-
gress. Let’s get our fiscal house in order.
Let’s pass a balanced budget amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United
States.

Fed. Deficit Is Great
Issue of Our Time

TURKEY TIME…Newly re-elected State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
hands over a turkey to Westfield Fitness Owner Vincent Chen. The turkey was
donated as part of Westfield Fitness’ second annual Thanksgiving food drive,
which benefited the Community FoodBank of New Jersey. Donations during the
successful event were triple that of the prior year.

Congress OKs $15 Mil. In
Funding for Gateway Tunnel

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Con-
gress has approved $15 million in
funding for the Gateway Tunnel, an
Amtrak project that would link
Secaucus to the south side of New
York Penn Station in Midtown
Manhattan for commuters. The
funding will be used by Amtrak to
begin design and engineering work
on the tunnel.

 “Transportation is the lifeblood of
New Jersey’s economy, and the Gate-
way Tunnel will be a critical im-
provement for commuters in our state
and across the region,” Senator Frank
Lautenberg (D-N.J.) said. “I’m
pleased this bill includes funding to
move forward with a new trans-
Hudson tunnel that will benefit our
commuters and bring real high-speed
rail to New Jersey and the Northeast
Corridor.”

“New Jersey’s economic opportu-
nities are being dampened by clogged
Hudson River crossings,” Sen.
Menendez (D-N.J.) said. “This fund-

ing allows the Gateway Project to
move forward and without a new
tunnel we risk continued economic
stagnation for the state.”

Increased traffic and congestion
into midtown Manhattan threatens
the economy of northern New Jersey
and the entire region. The existing
100-year-old rail tunnels into mid-
town Manhattan are already operat-
ing at capacity during rush hour, and
ridership is expected to double in the
next two decades.

To address these immediate con-
cerns following the cancellation of
the Access to Region’s Core (ARC)
Tunnel project by Governor Chris
Christie over millions of dollars in
projected cost overruns, Amtrak ex-
pedited plans to build the new trans-
Hudson rail tunnels. In addition to
increasing the number of NJ Transit
and Amtrak trains into and out of
New York, the project will also ex-
pand intercity and high-speed rail
service on the Northeast Corridor,
the Senators said.

The Gateway Tunnel project is
expected to increase NJ Transit com-
muter rail capacity into New York
by 65 percent (an increase from 20
to 33 trains per hour during peak
hours), in addition to adding eight
additional Amtrak trains during peak
hours.

The legislation has been be sent to
President Barack Obama for his sig-
nature.

RVSA Co-Generation Cost
Recapture Scheme Revealed

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) Board
of Commissioners last Thursday re-
viewed details of how the Authority
intends to recapture the costs for con-
struction of the co-generation and
sludge drying facilities. The project to
construct a pipeline to add the ability
to burn digester gas in the Authority’s
boilers continues to be stalled by de-
lays by RVSA’s contractor.

Solicitation letters of interest to
run the co-generation and sludge dry-
ing facilities via public/private part-
nerships were mentioned at the meet-
ing. When questioned about these
letters following the meeting, RVSA
Executive Director James Meehan
said although these two projects
would need to be privately operated,
the RVSA does not plan to privatize
the facility to generate revenue.

“We’re going to make use of this
equipment one way or another,” Mr.
Meehan said. He said the co-genera-
tion facility would not be run as de-
signed but instead is used as a peak
power facility, defined as a power
plant that is brought on line to gener-
ate power when high levels of electri-
cal demand is required. The sludge
drying facility has roughly double
the necessary capacity, so it could be
used to dry sludge coming from other
facilities, Mr. Meehan said. In this
case, the operator would bring mar-
keting capabilities but would need
to fund some modifications to the

facility to allow outside sludge to be
dried.

Mr. Meehan said that the RVSA is
“doing everything we can to mitigate
damages.” Another aspect of how this
will be attempted was revealed through
a fairly cryptic mention of a court filing
to bring other parties into the authori-
ties arbitration proceedings about the
co-generation and sludge drying facili-
ties. The notice to proceed on the di-
gester gas-piping contract was issued
on August 2, 2011. The duration was
200 days and the contractor is still
submitting shop drawings for review.
Mr. Meehan said this would result in
the RVSA needing to flare off roughly
$60,000 of digester gas monthly.

John Buonocore, an engineer on the
RVSA staff, reported on the status of
this project. He said that the project
itself would not take very long, prob-
ably about 60 days, but that the delays
have prevented the blower from being
constructed. The manufacturer requires
16 weeks to produce the blower, so it’s
important that it be ordered as soon as
possible. The authority has indicated to
the contractor that that the RVSA in-
tends to pursue damages of $1,000 per
day for delays beyond the scheduled
completion date of February 18, 2012.

In other business, Mr. Meehan’s sal-
ary was raised $10,000 to a new an-
nual salary of $140,000. Cranford
Commissioner James Murphy said the
increase represents a 7.7 per cent in-
crease. Mr. Meehan pointed out that
even after the raise his salary was
$45,000 less than his predecessor.
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  TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH…Representatives of Trinitas Reginal Medical Cen-
ter of Elizabeth met the Westfield community on November 16 to discuss service
opportunities. Pictured, from left to right, are: Jill Sawers of Westfield, who hosted
the event; Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield); Trinitas President and
Chief Executive Officer Gary Horan, and Trinitas Chief Development Officer
Nadine Brechner. During the event Westfield High School Principal Peter Renwick
brainstormed with Mr. Horan on how best to utilize health (medical/mental)
services to meet student interests and expand student participation.

Super Comm. Fails
WESTFIELD – Rep. Leonard

Lance (R-7th) has expressed “deep
disappointment” over the failure of
the 12-member Super Committee,
which announced late Monday that it
cannot agree on cutting $1.2 trillion
from the nation’s deficit over the next
10 years.

“Today’s announcement coupled
with last week’s defeat of a Balanced
Budget Amendment in the U.S. House
leaves many Americans doubting if
Washington is truly serious about
getting the nation’s fiscal house in
order.”
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Tax tip of the week:
Contrary to popular myth, there is no income limit 

for contributing to an Individual Retirement Account.

When is it the right time to hire a tax 
professional for your 2011 taxes?

NOW, while there is still time to plan. 
Call us for an introductory appointment.

Combining FINances & TAXation for optimal results

for discerning individuals and small businesses since 1992

Proud Members of:


