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SP Mayor’s Gala Committee
Tells of Festivities for Event
SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch

Plains Mayor’s Gala Committee has
announced the honorees and festivi-
ties for the 21st Annual Mayor’s Gala
on Saturday, December 3.

This year the Gala will honor those
individuals and businesses who vol-
unteered both their time and efforts
to the Scotch Plains September 11th
Memorial on the Village Green.

Scotch Plains resident Ernesto
Hernandez designed the 9/11 Memo-
rial itself. From that design, Checchio
Paving as well as D. Romeo Land-
scaping donated their time and man-
power to build the memorial. Eastern
Marble & Granite provided all the
granite work that took place within
the memorial. Additionally, Bartell
Farm & Garden Supply donated the
pavers that make up the memorial.

To help complete the Memorial,
materials and services were provided
by local businesses including Garden
Homes, John Mandel Web Design,

Parker Gardens, Patrick Bartels Elec-
trical, Plainfield Granite Works, Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation, Weldon Concrete, and W. J.
Casey Trucking & Rigging Company.

Throughout the project many of the
local businesses stepped up to provide
both additional goods and assistance.
Those businesses include: Alfonso’s
Pizzeria, Apple Blossom Flower Shop,
Arcade Marble, Inc., Cornerstone Ar-
chitectural, EKA Associates, Espo’s
Tree & Crane Service, Ferrara Land-
scape, MJS Welding Service, Natelli
Bros. Painting Contractors, Nature’s
Beauty Marble, Ponzio Florist, and
Rutko Engraving Systems.

In honor of the first responders, the
night’s proceeds will be divided
equally amongst the Scotch Plains
Police Department, Scotch Plains Fire
Department, Scotch Plains First Aid
Squad as well as the Municipal Alli-
ance Committee.

This year’s Gala will take place at
the Italian American Hall in Scotch
Plains from 7 p.m. to midnight and
will feature a raffle for two round trip
airline tickets to anywhere in the
Continental U.S. The night will also
include a silent auction and tricky
tray auction featuring a wide variety
of prizes donated.

Tickets to the Mayor’s Charity Gala
are $65 and can be purchased by
either visiting scotchplainsnj.com and
clicking the “Recreation Registra-
tion” Community Pass link or by
calling the Scotch Plains Recreation
Department at (908) 322-6700, ex-
tension no. 223.

The Gala is a non-partisan event,
which serves to gather all segments of
the community for an evening full of
dining, dancing and a silent auction.

For information about sponsoring
or donating an item for the Mayor’s
Gala, contact the Scotch Plains Rec-
reation Department.

Memorial Bricks Dedicated
On Hetfield House Walkway

Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

Joe
knows
Cars...

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

·24 Hour Towing

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·Free Pick Up and Delivery

Rosann & Leo L., Westfield

Heres what our Customers are saying
"What can I say? This is how the story goes. We

smash car. We call Joe. Joe picks up car. Joe handles
insurance company. Joe fixes car. Joe delivers car

better than new. For real! Works for us."

statefarm.com®

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

P065052  06/06

A time to gather with

FAMILY AND FRIENDS.
Enjoy your time spent 
with family and 
friends and as your 
good neighbor 
agent, I appreciate 
your business.

Joseph M Lorenzo, Agent
431 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
Bus: 908-322-4373
www.josephlorenzo.com

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney-at-Law

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce and Mediation

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. and Sat. Appt’s

Blanton Graduates
Defense Lang. Institute

WESTFIELD – SPC Maximilien
Blanton graduated from the Defense
Language Institute Foreign Language
Center, Presidio of Monterey, Calif.,
on November 3, after having suc-
cessfully fulfilled the prescribed re-
quirements for the program of in-
struction in the Korean language.

The son of Helene and Clarke
Blanton and older brother of Gregory
and Antoine of Westfield, SPC
Blanton completed his Basic Combat
Training at Fort Jackson, S.C. in 2009,
graduated from Clemson University
in 2008 with a degree in history, and
is a member of the 2004 Class of
Westfield High School.

Following job specific Army Intel-
ligence training in Texas, SPC Blanton
will report to Korea in June of 2012.

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Legislative Office to
Collect Coats for Drive

WESTFIELD — The Legislative
Office of Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) will serve
as one of the collection sites for the
16th Annual Jersey Cares Coat Drive.
The objective of this year’s coat drive
is to collect and distribute 50,000
“gently used” winter coats to at-risk
men, women and children.

“We can all do our small part in
achieving this goal by simply look-
ing through a closet for a coat that is
no longer worn,” Asm. Bramnick said.

Over the past 15 years Jersey Cares
has distributed hundreds of thousands
of coats to New Jersey residents in
need. Gently used coats for men,
women and children will be accepted
through Monday, December 12 at the
District 21 Legislative Office located
at 251 North Ave., West, 2nd Floor in
Westfield. The office hours are 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.
For more information, call (908) 232-
2073 or e-mail
asmbramnick@njleg.org. To learn
more about the Jersey Cares coat
drive, visit jerseycares.org.

Purple Heart Memorial
GARWOOD – The borough offi-

cially accepted a Purple Heart Monu-
ment on November 12 from the Mili-
tary Order of the Purple Heart. The
monument honoring those wounded
in action has been installed at the
Georgiana Memorial gazebo at the
corner of Walnut and Fourth Avenues
in the borough.

MOUNTAINSIDE — A total of 19
bricks were added to the walkway up
to the historic Hetfield House during a
veteran brick dedication ceremony at
Hetfield on Veterans Day. Prior to the
veterans’ bricks, five private bricks
were also dedicated, one in memory
of a local young man.

Non-veteran bricks were dedicated
for Louis and Fontaine Gatti, the
Graziano Family (1970), Nicholson
Family, Richie and Ro Ernst (Sep-
tember 17, 1961),  and one in Memory
of William “BJ” Giannone.

Veterans bricks included: William J.
Simonson, 1st, Lt. U.S. Air Corp.; Tho-
mas M. Root, Capt., U.S. Army; SSGT
Frank A. Kelly, Sr. World War II, Ko-
rean War; Herman Zinberg, father of
Lyn Sichel; The Szeles Family; Claire
Butler, Army Lt., World War II; in
memory of Basil and Joan Naporano;
The Schrul Family — Bill, Teri, Steven,
Allison; Sgt. Samuel Mills, Army Air
Corps, World War II; Michael and Edith
Sgarro; Nick Jeka, BEF, 1914, Don
Jeka, USMC, 1946; James J. Debbie,
Sr., World War II, USS San Marcos;
Maurice L. Liddy, Jr., LCPL, U.S.
Marines, Sept. 8, 1938 to April 21,
2011; and Linda and Don Sharkey. All
proceeds from the sale of bricks goes to
support the Hetfield House. The
Mountainside Historic Restoration
Committee said it plans on making the
veterans’ brick ceremony an annual
event on Veterans Day.

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

ANNUAL TREK TO A.C.…Westfield Town Councilmen Keith Loughlin, left, and
James Foerst, second from left, Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins, Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, fourth from left, and Town Attorney Russ Finestein attended the 96th
annual  League of Municipalities Convention in Atlantic City last week.

Did You Know?
New Jersey is second behind Alaska

among the worst states for debt per
capita, according to a State Budget
Solutions  study.  They are followed
by Connecticut, Hawaii and Illinois.
New Jersey’s debt per capita is
$32,000. Alaska ranks worst with
total state debt per private sector
worker at $102,389 per worker com-
pared to $85,615 in New Jersey.

Area Officials Make Trek to
League of Mun. Convention

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Elected and non-elected
municipal officials throughout the area
made the annual trek last week to the
Atlantic City Convention Center for
the 96th annual New Jersey League of
Municipalities Convention.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Chris Marion said Scotch Plains had
a full contingent in Atlantic City,
including Mayor Nancy Malool as
well as three council members and
department heads.

Mr. Marion attended a number of
seminars, ranging from a discussion
of the state’s cap law on municipal
spending to “The Changing Down-
town,” a discussion co-sponsored by
Downtown New Jersey, Inc., which
included representatives from the
Livingston business district. The
panel discussed everything from how
to fill vacancies and retail trends to
parking techniques to support new
uses.

“They definitely had some good
panel discussions this year,” Mr.
Marion said.

Mr. Marion said he and the govern-
ing body had the chance to look at
equipment that was on display at the
Atlantic City Convention Center, in-
cluding a sewer jet truck used for sewer
backups and to clear catch basins. He
said the township is looking to replace
its own 12-year-old truck by acquiring
one through a national purchasing co-
operative available to towns.

Mr. Marion said the township pays
for employees to attend the conven-
tion, from the $55 registration fee to
overnight accommodations up to
$250 per night. He said the hotel
where he stayed cost $150 per night.

Garwood Administrator and Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma said
she was the only Garwood represen-
tative to attend the convention, not-
ing that she took vacation time and
paid her way, as the borough no longer
pays for employees to attend the con-
vention.

She said she was particularly im-
pressed with the line of equipment
this year that was on display by ven-
dors, noting that equipment was avail-
able for all aspects of municipal gov-
ernment operations. As an example,
Ms. Ariemma said she saw equip-
ment for recreational fields ranging
from lighting and turf to playground
equipment. Ms. Ariemma said al-
though the array of equipment was
impressive, she knows most towns
do not have the money to make ex-
pensive purchases this year.

Ms. Ariemma said she was “disap-
pointed” that none of Garwood’s
elected officials attended the conven-
tion. “It’s sad because they really can
be educated there (by attending panel
discussions),” she said.

Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer added that, “If you (attend-
ees) do it the right way…it’s a lot
work,” noting that the convention
floor features 25 rows of vendors. In
addition, seminars are scheduled all
day long throughout the convention.
Mr. Mortimer attended a panel dis-
cussion on the State Strategic Plan-
ning Process, which has been changed
to one that “supports sustainable
growth,” according to the League’s

program.
Mr. Mortimer said members of

Governor Chris Christie’s cabinet
attended, including the commission-
ers from the Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP), Department
of Community Affairs (DCA) and
Department of Transportation (DOT).
He said in the past, departments oper-
ated on their own on land-use plan-
ning but are now “on the same page.”
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr led
the discussion.

Also attending from Mountainside
were Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Council-
man Robert Messler and Council-
woman Deanna Andre, as well as
Borough Administrator/Police Chief
James Debbie and Borough Clerk
Martha Lopez.

Mr. Mortimer said he also was able
to meet with vendors selling fire
equipment, as the borough is in the
market to replace one of its fleet of
three fire trucks, which is now 30
years old. He additionally looked at
energy-efficient lighting products for
the municipal complex.

Westfield Councilman Keith
Loughlin made the trip to Atlantic
City for the third consecutive year. He
said his focus is not the many vendors
looking to sell products and services
to towns, but instead to meet with
officials from surrounding towns to
build relationships. Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea, Town Attorney Russ
Finestein and fellow council mem-
bers James Foerst and Vicki Kimmins
also attended the convention.

“The overwhelming theme at [the
last few conventions] is the tremen-
dous pressure towns are under to
control costs and to get some type of
control over property taxes,” Mr.
Loughlin said.

Millburn to Host
Rahway River Meeting

MILLBURN — The Mayors Coun-
cil on Rahway River Watershed Con-
trol will hold its first meeting on
Monday, November 28 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Millburn Municipal Building.
Millburn Mayor Sandra Haimoff is
hosting the meeting, which will ad-
journ by 9 p.m.

The main objective of the organi-
zation is the mitigation of flooding
that was heightened by the damages
wrought by Hurricane Irene.

The agenda for the November 28
meeting will include: a statement of
objectives, organization structure, an
Hurricane Irene damage assessment
in the communities that the Rahway
River runs through, storage and flood
control structure proposals, and state
legislation including state reimburse-
ment for what Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)
doesn’t cover.


