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THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
NEW SUBSCRIBER...The giraffe, an African even-toed ungulate mammal, is curious and expresses interest in Bob Cozzolina’s reading material in Johannesburg, South Africa last week.

LITTLE HELPERS...Children of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’ Club mem-
bers help to assemble a newcomers’ basket. Pictured, clockwise, from bottom right,
are: Aidan Wright, Cameron Glynn, Julianne Ruccio, Keira St. John, Caroline
Lowder, Joelle Ruccio, Kevin Wright, Isabel Lowder, Liam St. John and Tyler
Glynn.The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’ Club is a non-profit social organi-
zation that offers daytime and evening activities for women and their families. For
more information, visit scotchplains.com/newcomers/.

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION...The Osborn Cannonball  House Museum, located
at 1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be open Sunday, December 4, from 2
to 4 p.m. for its Christmas celebration. Hot mulled cider and party snacks will be
served.Also featured will be formal ball clothes from colonial fashion through the
1950s and costumed guides will conduct tours.

have former military experience and
are “exceptionally violent.” Mem-
bers are heavily tattooed, and ac-
cording to Det. Sullivan, love to
shoot people.

The Pagan Outlaws are dominant
throughout Union County and re-
cently merged with a chapter based
out of Bergen County. A common
tattoo is G.F.P.D. (God Forgives,
Pagans Don’t), which Det. Sullivan
said is an indication of “no mercy.”
The Pagans’ biggest rival is Hell’s
Angels. An unprovoked violent in-
cident that recently occurred at a
bar in Elizabeth where an individual
wore a Hell’s Angels T-shirt into
the well-known Pagan hangout led
to the arrest of a Pagan living in
Berkeley Heights.

Gangs have become mainstream
and “cool,” Det. Sullivan told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. Mov-
ies and music talk about gangs and
glorify that lifestyle. “It doesn’t
matter who you are. You see that
glorification of a criminal lifestyle,
of violence, and it is pervasive and
it crosses all cultural lines and
boundaries. Everyone has been de-
sensitized to it,” he said.

“We always encourage people, like
with the terrorists, if you see some-
thing, say something. If you live in a
town and you see something that you
believe is gang activity, you don’t
necessarily have to call 9-1-1, but
you would want to report it to your
local police department,” Det.
Sullivan said.

He stated that although gangs are

more prevalent in towns like
Plainfield, Elizabeth, Linden and
Roselle, members have no bound-
aries. “We don’t generally see
Westfield and Scotch Plains as an
epicenter of gang activity, but we
have guys that move out of the
town that they grew up in and are
dating someone who lives in one
of these towns and perhaps move
in with them,” Det. Sullivan told
The Times.

“People are so quick to get down
on Elizabeth and Plainfield and
Newark and say this isn’t my prob-
lem. But every town has some docu-
mented gang activity,” Det. Sullivan
said.

Det. Sullivan stressed that par-
ents should educate themselves and
be aware of gangs, but should also
know the difference between a
“gang of kids” and an organized
street gang. “I can never recall an
incident where kids came in [to
Elizabeth] for a football game or
something and were overrun by a
gang,” he said. “There is a big dif-
ference between a bunch of kids
who get together, and act stupid
and get into a fight with another
group of kids. There is a big differ-
ence between that and organized
street gangs.”

“Knowledge is key. Ignorance to
fact and reality is our enemy,” Det.
Sullivan said. “Just because they do
not lay their head down in your
town does not mean you won’t be a
target.”  For more information on
gangs, visit ucnj.org.
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Gang Forum

ing is scheduled for Tuesday, No-
vember 29, at 7:30 p.m. in the ad-
ministrative offices at Evergreen El-
ementary School at Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains. SPFHS Varsity Boys’ Soc-
cer Coach Tom Breznitsky will be
honored for his 600th career win.
The BOE also will introduce a
policy regarding dating violence at
school.
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ing out to the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) for fund-
ing.

The Army Corps has also been
studying the Lenape Park Basin and
how it may be an area to improve to
help mitigate flooding. U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Hydraulic Engi-
neer Andre Chauncey, Jr. said he has
no concrete answers, but communi-
cated an array of possibilities he is
studying, including raising the eleva-
tion of the levee overbanks by ap-
proximately six feet to alleviate flood-
ing during a 25-year storm.

Mayor Aschenbach told The Times,
“If the community can’t wait for the
Army Corps,” than the committee
would seek funding from state, county
and the township to move forward on
deepening the basin and elevating the
levees there. He said that would pro-
tect the township from a 25-year storm.

The Army Corps’ study of the
Rahway River has been modeling for
solutions to mitigate a 100-year storm,
which Hurricane Floyd in 1999 was
categorized. Irene was categorized as
a 500-year storm.

Township Committeeman Dave
Robinson commented, “If you are
looking to stop a Floyd, it’s not good
enough. Say this (Irene) is the new
standard, this is what we need to
model.”

Homes that are outside of the flood
zone – which encompass 100-year
storms – in Cranford, and even those

outside a 500-year flood zone, were
flooded as a result of Irene.

Sima Murphy of Locust Avenue on
the northside of Cranford said she lives
outside the flood zone but was impacted
by Irene. She asked if the Army Corps
would be taking into account those
homes. Project Manager Alek Petersen
said the Army Corps looked at all struc-
tures within the 500-year flood plain.

“I had four feet of water running past
my home and I am outside the 500-year
flood plain,” said Catherine Alexander
of Crane Parkway, located on the South-
east quadrant of Cranford. She said
municipalities, up and downstream in-
cluding Cranford, are not adhering to
their stormwater management regula-
tions with redevelopment and new de-
velopment.

“We [Cranford] are allowing for more
and more 100-percent impervious sur-
face,” she said. The mayor dissented
her statement.

The township committee has said
they want to build a retention basin on
Birchwood Avenue where a 360-unit
building is proposed. The township
committee has said they will con-
tinue to fight a builder’s remedy law-
suit and a subsequent ruling in the
courts to stop the development.

However, Mr. Chauncey said the
proposed basin on Birchwood Av-
enue would not alleviate floodwaters
backing up from the Rahway River,
but, “It will help localized (flood-
ing),” he said.
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Rahway River Flooding

couple of thousand people, claimed
David Biagini of FirsTEAM Man-
agement, SPMC’s manager. The
board consensus was, that as a new
venture, there were things that could
have been done differently to make
the show a success. The main dis-
appointment was that half of the
cars did not show up, and that the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association (SPBA) was not
supportive of the event.

Mr. Biagini said 12,000 copies of
its magazine, Simply Scotch Plains,
would be mailed on Friday, De-
cember 9, to Scotch Plains and
Fanwood residents. He said adver-
tising revenue for the holiday issue
stands at $6,000.

SPMC members also discussed a
proposed ordinance change, which
would change Sunset Place to a
one-way street because of heavy
traffic on the street. Board mem-
bers said their only concern is if it
were to be a one-way dead end
street, would a fire truck be able
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turn around.

They board then discussed a sur-
vey which showed that property
owners on East Second Street
wanted holiday decorations put up
to attract shoppers this holiday sea-
son. SPMC members said they
would be willing to use their budget
to put up holiday decorations.

The next regular meeting for the
SPMC will be held in January.

the lighting of the Christmas tree at 5
p.m.

Saturday, December 3
Garwood will light its Christmas tree

at 6 p.m. at the municipal building
parking lot on North Avenue. The event
is sponsored by the Garwood Celebra-
tions Committee.

Mountainside will light its Christ-
mas tree at 4:30 p.m. at Borough Hall
located at the intersection of Route 22
and New Providence Road.

Sunday, December 4
The Scotch Plains Business and Pro-

fessional Association (SPBA) will hold
its 16th annual Old Fashioned Holi-
day Celebration on Sunday, Decem-
ber 4, from 2 to 5 p.m. on the Village
Green on Park Avenue.

The annual event includes ice sculpt-
ing, a petting zoo, Rainbow the Clown
and a horse-drawn wagon ride.

Fanwood’s holiday season officially
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Christmas Tree Lightings
begins when Santa Claus arrives in
town on Sunday, December 4, at 3
p.m. under the big tent on the lawn in
front of the North Avenue Train Sta-
tion in Fanwood. Seasonal music,
free holiday crafts and refreshments
will be featured. Free children’s pic-
tures with Santa will also be included.

Mayor Colleen Mahr will light the
borough’s Christmas tree at 5 p.m.
The Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion is sponsoring the event.

Union County will hold its Nature
Craft Show featuring the lighting of
the county Christmas tree and
Menorah on Sunday, December 4,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.

Also featured will be a visit from
Santa and Mrs. Claus and free
children’s coloring and face painting
and holiday singers.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OOPS...A woman lost control of her car in Westfield Friday afternoon, hitting the
house at 818 East Broad Street.


