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M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
NEW SUBSCRIBER...The giraffe, an African even-toed ungulate mammal, is curious and expresses interest in Bob Cozzolina’s reading material in Johannesburg, South Africa last week.

tattoo is G.F.P.D. (God Forgives,
Pagans Don’t), which Det. Sullivan
said is an indication of “no mercy.”
The Pagans’ biggest rival is Hell’s
Angels. An unprovoked violent in-
cident that recently occurred at a
bar in Elizabeth where an individual
wore a Hell’s Angels T-shirt into
the well-known Pagan hangout led
to the arrest of a Pagan living in
Berkeley Heights.

Gangs have become mainstream
and “cool,” Det. Sullivan told The
Westfield Leader. Movies and music
talk about gangs and glorify that
lifestyle. “It doesn’t matter who you
are. You see that glorification of a
criminal lifestyle, of violence, and
it is pervasive and it crosses all
cultural lines and boundaries. Ev-
eryone has been desensitized to it,”
he said.

“We always encourage people, like
with the terrorists, if you see some-
thing, say something. If you live in a
town and you see something that you
believe is gang activity, you don’t
necessarily have to call 9-1-1, but
you would want to report it to your
local police department,” Det.
Sullivan said.

He stated that although gangs are
more prevalent in towns like
Plainfield, Elizabeth, Linden and
Roselle, members have no bound-
aries. “We don’t generally see
Westfield and Scotch Plains as an
epicenter of gang activity, but we
have guys that move out of the
town that they grew up in and are
dating someone who lives in one
of these towns and perhaps move
in with them,” Det. Sullivan told
The Leader.

“People are so quick to get down
on Elizabeth and Plainfield and
Newark and say this isn’t my prob-
lem. But every town has some docu-
mented gang activity,” Det. Sullivan
said.

Det. Sullivan stressed that par-
ents should educate themselves and
be aware of gangs, but should also
know the difference between a
“gang of kids” and an organized
street gang. “I can never recall an
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Gang Forum

the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) for funding.

The Army Corps has also been study-
ing the Lenape Park Basin and how it
may be an area to improve to help
mitigate flooding. U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers Hydraulic Engineer Andre
Chauncey, Jr. said he has no concrete
answers, but communicated an array
of possibilities he is studying, includ-
ing raising the elevation of the levee
overbanks by approximately six feet to
alleviate flooding during a 25-year
storm.

Mayor Aschenbach told The Leader,
“If the community can’t wait for the
Army Corps,” than the committee
would seek funding from state, county
and the township to move forward on
deepening the basin and elevating the
levees there. He said that would protect
the township from a 25-year storm.

The Army Corps’ study of the
Rahway River has been modeling for
solutions to mitigate a 100-year storm,
which Hurricane Floyd in 1999 was
categorized. Irene was categorized as a
500-year storm.

Township Committeeman Dave
Robinson commented, “If you are look-
ing to stop a Floyd, it’s not good enough.
Say this (Irene) is the new standard, this
is what we need to model.”

Homes that are outside of the flood
zone — which encompass 100-year
storms — in Cranford, and even those
outside a 500-year flood zone, were
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incident where kids came in [to
Elizabeth] for a football game or
something and were overrun by a
gang,” he said. “There is a big dif-
ference between a bunch of kids
who get together, and act stupid
and get into a fight with another
group of kids. There is a big differ-
ence between that and organized
street gangs.”

“Knowledge is key. Ignorance to
fact and reality is our enemy,” Det.
Sullivan said. “Just because they do
not lay their head down in your
town does not mean you won’t be a
target.”  For more information on
gangs, visit ucnj.org.

flooded as a result of Irene.
Sima Murphy of Locust Avenue on

the northside of Cranford said she lives
outside the flood zone but was im-
pacted by Irene. She asked if the Army
Corps would be taking into account
those homes. Project Manager Alek
Petersen said the Army Corps looked at
all structures within the 500-year flood
plain.

“I had four feet of water running past
my home and I am outside the 500-year
flood plain,” said Catherine Alexander
of Crane Parkway, located on the South-
east quadrant of Cranford. She said
municipalities, up and downstream in-
cluding Cranford, are not adhering to
their stormwater management regula-
tions with redevelopment and new de-
velopment.

“We [Cranford] are allowing for more
and more 100-percent impervious sur-
face,” she said. The mayor dissented
her statement.

The township committee has said
they want to build a retention basin on
Birchwood Avenue where a 360-unit
building is proposed. The township
committee has said they will continue
to fight a builder’s remedy lawsuit and
a subsequent ruling in the courts to stop
the development.

However, Mr. Chauncey said the
proposed basin on Birchwood Avenue
would not alleviate floodwaters back-
ing up from the Rahway River, but, “It
will help localized (flooding),” he said.

Sunday, December 4
The Scotch Plains Business and

Professional Association (SPBA) will
hold its 16th annual Old Fashioned
Holiday Celebration on Sunday, De-
cember 4, from 2 to 5 p.m. on the
Village Green on Park Avenue.

The annual event includes ice
sculpting, a petting zoo, Rainbow the
Clown and a horse-drawn wagon ride.

Fanwood’s holiday season officially
begins when Santa Claus arrives in
town on Sunday, December 4, at 3
p.m. under the big tent on the lawn in
front of the North Avenue Train Sta-
tion in Fanwood. Seasonal music,
free holiday crafts and refreshments
will be featured. Free children’s pic-
tures with Santa will also be included.

Mayor Colleen Mahr will light the
borough’s Christmas tree at 5 p.m.
The Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion is sponsoring the event.

Union County will hold its Nature
Craft Show featuring the lighting of
the county Christmas tree and
Menorah on Sunday, December 4,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.

Also featured will be a visit from
Santa and Mrs. Claus and free
children’s coloring and face painting
and holiday singers.
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mit required. “If you are going to
place leaves at the curb, please place
them in narrow rows, leaving a space
along the gutter for drainage,” Mr.
Gildea said.

“The town appreciates that the
extraordinary autumn storm and its
aftermath has called for its residents
to exercise due caution and extreme
patience,” Mr. Gildea concluded.
“Rest assured, the town is commit-
ted to providing disposal assistance
to its residents and conclude its an-
nual leaf-collection operations as
thoroughly and as quickly as pos-
sible.”

A map of zones and additional
information can be found at
westfieldnj.org.

DPW crews will work this Satur-
day to continue leaf and debris
pickup, a move that prompted Coun-
cilman Dave Haas to question
whether the overtime expense would
affect the town should there be a
snowstorm before the end of the
year.

Mr. Gildea said that the town is
able to spend for a single day of
overtime and is preparing for the
expense of a potential snowstorm.
He added that the town did not want
to go four days without any pickup

over the holiday weekend.
Councilman Jim Foerst asked if

school areas would be done on Sat-
urday given the easier pickup when
schools are closed. Mr. Gildea said
that all efforts are made to pick up
near schools when they are not in
session, such as during the annual
teachers’ convention in November.

In reviewing its agenda for next
week’s public meeting, the council
reviewed three resolutions granting
demolitions of homes at 563 Trinity
Place, 215 Sunset Avenue and 836
Grant Avenue. Town Engineer Chris
McAloon said that all of the applica-
tions were conforming and that none
of the properties were subject to
subdivision.

Also on the agenda for next week
is a resolution to appoint AGA as the
town’s risk management consultant
for 2012. The contract was put out to
bid and AGA was the low bidder,
with a 2.5-percent commission ver-
sus G.R. Murray’s 6-percent com-
mission.

At the end of the meeting, the
council went into closed session with
former town attorney and special
counsel Robert Cockren to discuss
the potential purchase of land with
public funds.
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Westfield Storm Cleanup GW Council Votes to Freeze
Worker Longevity Benefits

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
OOPS...A woman lost control of her car in Westfield  Friday afternoon, hitting
the house at 818 East Broad. She narrowly missed a utility pole as well as a parked
car at the house next door.  The driver was the sole occupant of the car and
appeared to have sustained no injuries.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
voted 4-1 Tuesday night on a motion to
introduce a ordinance to freeze longevity
benefits. Councilman Victor DeFilippo was
the dissenting vote and Council President
Timothy Hak was not in attendance. The
council will vote to adopt the ordinance
with a public hearing on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13.

Non-union borough employees have the
opportunity to receive longevity benefits
after the borough has employed them for a
certain amount of time. The ordinance would
freeze payments at the level they are at now
and not rise. The benefit would not be
available to new hires or those employees
in line to receive longevity benefits.

During the workshop session, the coun-
cil discussed at length how the ordinance
was left with the council on July 12. In July,
the council was to make a motion on the
ordinance to amend longevity benefits.

Borough Attorney Joseph Triarsi and
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma argued
over the minutes of the July meeting. Ms.
Ariemma said at that meeting an ordinance
to repeal all longevity benefits was adopted
and then tabled, and at the time Councilman
Keith Sluka questioned the legalities of
that, asking Mr. Triarsi if it should be tabled
before being adopted.

Mr. Triarsi said Tuesday he did not
approve tabling the ordinance after being
adopted as it is not the correct legal proce-
dure, and the minutes were wrong in saying
he did allow it to be tabled after adoption.
Mr. Triarsi called Ms. Ariemma’s wording
in the minutes “convoluted.”

Ms. Ariemma held firm that her minutes
were stated accurately, and stated that the
taped recording of the meeting would prove
that.

The Westfield Leader on Wednesday
reviewed the taped recording of the July 12
meeting. The transcription is as follows:

“Mayor (Patricia Quattrocchi): May I
have a motion to adopt ordinance 11-12.

“Mr. Sluka: I would like to make a
motion to table ordinance 11-12.

“Mr. Triarsi: Councilman, we need to
introduce and second it. Then a motion to
table is in order. We need a motion to adopt
and second and then a motion to table is in
order.

“Mr. (James) Matthieu: Wasn’t it intro-
duced previously?

“Mr. Triarsi: No. We need a motion to
adopt it and second the adoption and then a
motion to table is in order. So we have to go
through that formality.

“Mayor Quattrocchi: May I have a mo-
tion to adopt 11-12.

“Mr. Sluka: Isn’t a motion to adopt then
become the privileged motion and then you
have to vote on it?

“Mr. Triarsi: No. The motion to adopt
has to yield to the motion to table. The
motion to table is the privileged motion.
You have three options here. You can move
to adopt and adopt it. You can move to
adopt, second it and table it. Or you can take
no action, and if you take no action at all it
simply expires and it fails for adoption.
Those are your three options at this point in
time. I need to have something before the
body to move to table.”

Then the governing body voted, 4-0, to
adopt the ordinance, and then a motion by
Councilwoman Sara Todisco was made to
table the ordinance.

After the meeting, Ms. Ariemma told
The Leader, “I was completely disre-
spected.” She called the council’s and bor-
ough attorney’s actions Tuesday “appall-
ing.”

“If they felt it was a problem, they
shouldn’t have said anything like that, and
just said we need to listen to the tape,” Ms.
Ariemma told The Leader.

Ms. Ariemma said after the governing
body and attorney listen to the minutes, and
see that the minutes were correct in report-
ing what happened at the meeting, then, “I
want a public apology from the attorney
and the governing body.”

Earlier, during the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Joe Wilds of
Flemington, who grew up in the borough
and worked for 26 years as a police officer
in the borough and currently commutes to
the borough for his job as a full-time dis-
patcher, spoke about his position against
amending the longevity benefits ordinance.
He called the action to freeze benefits, the
“eventual demise of the borough.”

“You took away raises and now you
want to take away perks such as longevity,”
he said.

“Is it worth destroying the hearts of our
employees?” he asked.

Currently, the payment of longevity ben-
efits, he said, is about $14,680 and would
mean taxpayers paying about $7 on aver-
age. The total amount the council and mayor
receive in salary and benefits, he said, totals
about $31,900. Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli has grandfathered benefits of
about $20,400 a year. “Give back all of you
benefits,” he said to the council and mayor.

“I have worked here for 13 years as well.
I agree with what Joe said,” Kathleen
Zabinski said.
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Westfield BOE
bers sometime in December.

He also stated that picking a new
board president is part of the agenda
for the next BOE meeting on Tues-
day, December 6, at 8 p.m.

According to Mrs. Walker, after
taking a leave of absence from the
work force for years, she had re-
emerged with a part-time position six
months ago. She noted that as of one
month ago, she had begun working
on a full-time basis. This, she noted,
along with family obligations, would
take away free time that she used to
have for board business.

 “It has been nothing but a privi-
lege to sit on this board and Westfield

has the finest administrators, teach-
ers and board members,” Mrs. Walker
said. “The staff and teachers here are
truly dedicated and smart people.
When it comes to board members
y’all are it.”

Board Vice-President Richard
Mattessich said Mrs. Walker always
showed “leadership, grace and intel-
ligence” on the BOE. Other board
members also thanked Mrs. Walker
for her years of service.

Mrs. Walker urged Westfield resi-
dents to put in applications to serve
on the board and fill her vacated
position. “It is hard work, but it is so
worth it,” She stated.


