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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FURRY FRIENDS…Pat Burke browses the holiday boutique with “Gunner” and “Seamus” at the Greyhound Friends of
New Jersey’s 15th Annual Craft Fair and Pet Expo held at the Westfield Armory on Saturday. The event raises funds to
help provide health care and a safe, loving home for retired racing Greyhounds.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WHY IT FLOODS...Andre Chauncey, Jr. from the Army Corps demonstrates
his findings on a map Monday night at the special Cranford Township meeting
to discuss the Army Corps’ results of a study of the levee system.

Gene Jannotti for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM BRAZIL...Happy Thanksgiving to all in New
Jersey from the Jannotti family. See story on page 5.

TREE PARTY...Members of the Westfield Y’s Men’s Club unload the trailers
and set up the tree lot for this year’s annual sale at the Elm Street field in
Westfield. All proceeds benefit the Westfield Area Y and other community
organizations. The lot opens Saturday, November 26. Hours are weekends from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and weekdays from 4 to 9 p.m. until Thursday, December 22. For
more information, call Leonardo Gonzalez at (908) 233-2700, extension 271.
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Forum on Gangs Seeks to
Curb Street Violence

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County Human Relations Commis-
sion held a special presentation No-
vember 17 on gang awareness to in-
crease understanding in order to pre-
vent and reduce street violence in the
community. The forum, aimed at so-
cial service and community organi-
zations along with interested mem-
bers of the public, was held at the
John H. Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains.

Detective Brendan Sullivan of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office led
the presentation and discussed promi-
nent gangs that exist in the commu-
nity, as well as the attraction of gangs
to local youth, how gangs recruit and
initiate new members, how they op-
erate and how to recognize the signs
of gang membership or gang activity.

Det. Sullivan describes a gang as a
group of individuals who are united
by a common ideology and identify
with each other through geographi-
cal location, style of dress, hand signs
and language. They commit crimes
including murder, robbery, assault,
weapon trafficking, witness intimi-
dation, money laundering and docu-
ment fraud and create an atmosphere
of fear and intimidation in the com-
munity. Distribution of drugs, such
as cocaine, heroin, ecstasy and pre-
scription pills, are the gangs’ most
reliable source of income. Drugs are
their “bread and butter,” Det. Sullivan
said.

Although there are dozens of gangs
in New Jersey, the major gangs in
Union County are the Bloods, Crips,
Latin Kings, Mara Salvatrucha, bet-
ter known as the MS-13, and the
Pagan Outlaws, which is a motor-
cycle gang. Each gang is identified
by a specific color and tattoos, hand-
shake and language and graffiti, which

is used to mark boundaries within a
town.

The Bloods, who reside mainly in
Elizabeth and are identified by the
color red, are the largest gang in New
Jersey. A common tattoo is the ini-
tials M.O.B., which stands for “money
over bitches.” A well-known and idol-
ized Blood member is rapper Lil’
Wayne, who was pictured on the cover
of Rolling Stone visibly showing the
letters M.O.B. tattooed across his
chest.

The Crips presently are outnum-
bered by the Bloods, but according to
Det. Sullivan, their numbers are grow-
ing in Elizabeth and Roselle. They
are identified by the color blue and
are known to rob stores when they
need money. The Crips and the Bloods
are known rivals and incidents of
unprovoked street violence occur.

The Latin Kings identify with the
colors black and gold and have the
largest population in New Jersey in
Elizabeth, Plainfield and New
Brunswick. They use a crown as their
symbol, which can be seen added to
mainstream merchandise such as a
Yankee hat. They often portray them-
selves as a religious or community
organization. “This couldn’t be far-
ther from the truth,” Det. Sullivan
said.

The Mara Salvatrucha gang has
the largest concentration in Plainfield,
but can also be found in Elizabeth.
The gang, which originated in El
Salvador, has many members who
have former military experience and
are “exceptionally violent.” Mem-
bers are heavily tattooed, and ac-
cording to Det. Sullivan, love to
shoot people.

The Pagan Outlaws are dominant
throughout Union County and re-
cently merged with a chapter based
out of Bergen County. A common

Army Corps Updates Towns
On Rahway River Flooding

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers said a study started
nine years on the levees along the
Rahway River is only 30 percent com-
plete and is $4 million under funded.
Towns along the river have dealt with
severe flooding in recent years includ-
ing Hurricane Irene this past August as
the river has overflowed its banks nu-
merous times.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
began its feasibility study of the Rahway
River Watershed in 2002. Ms.
McDonald said they expect to com-
plete the feasibility study in 2015, and
following completion the Corps would
move for authorization and appropria-
tion from the federal government.

The Corps needs $4 million to com-
plete the study and did not receive any
appropriations this year, Project Man-
ager Rifat Salim said. “After nine
years…we did not receive the funding
we anticipated,” Ms. Salim said.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Geotechnical Team Leader Stan

Sedwick said the Corps has studied 10
areas along the levee system in the
Rahway River in Cranford. “There is
potential for seepage below the levees,”
he said, noting the said the areas were
monitored before Hurricane Irene hit
in August.

The levee is designed for two pur-
poses – to control seepage and stability
of side slopes, he said. “The side slopes
are generally stable,” Mr. Sedwick said.

“In this case, because of levee reli-
ability analysis, there is a probability of
failure,” added Jodi McDonald, chief
of flood risk management for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.

“There weren’t any signs of erosion
that we saw,” Mr. Sedwick said.

Considering the uncertainty of the
outcome of the study and the long
timeframe the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers put forth to the township
committee, Mayor Dan Aschenbach
told The Westfield Leader that the town-
ship committee would pursue
“armoring and strengthening” the
levees themselves by reaching out to
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Christmas Tree Lightings
Begin This Weekend

AREA — The holiday season will
kick off this weekend with Christ-
mas tree lighting ceremonies in
Cranford and Westfield.

Friday, November 25
Cranford will hold its Christmas

tree lighting on Friday, November
25, at 6 p.m. at the Gazebo. The
event, being sponsored by the
Cranford Chamber of Commerce,
will include Christmas carols and
the arrival of Santa.

Sunday, November 27
The Downtown Westfield Corpo-

ration (DWC) will kick off its Wel-
come Home to Westfield holiday
promotion this Sunday, November

27, from 1 to 7 p.m. Hot chocolate,
entertainment and refreshments will
be included along with Santa and
Mrs. Claus. The highlight will be
the lighting of the Christmas tree at 5
p.m.

Saturday, December 3
Garwood will light its Christmas tree

at 6 p.m. at the municipal building
parking lot on North Avenue. The event
is sponsored by the Garwood Celebra-
tions Committee.

Mountainside will light its Christ-
mas tree at 4:30 p.m. at Borough Hall
located at the intersection of Route 22
and New Providence Road.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Heavy Limb Load Slows Progress
In Westfield Storm Cleanup

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday
night’s Westfield Town Council
meeting, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea gave the governing body an
update on storm debris and leaf col-
lection progress.

Mr. Gildea explained that in the
first week following the October 29
snowstorm, Department of Public
Works (DPW) crews worked with
PSE&G to clear streets and power
lines for safety. He said that during
the week of November 7, the DPW
began storm debris collection with
two large crews, one on each side of

town, with all of the town’s equip-
ment. Leaf collection was then
started on November 14 and zones
one and seven are already complete.

However, Mr. Gildea explained
that the storm debris collection is
not yet complete due to the volume
of debris. He said that, “volume is so
heavy it’s just slow going” because
the large and heavy items being col-
lected prompt more trips to the Con-
servation Center. He added that some
streets have such a large amount of
debris it is taking crews an entire
day to clear them. Mr. Gildea added
that the leaves and brush must be
picked up separately because of dis-

posal requirements.
“The storm debris collection is a

one-time pickup and we are cur-
rently in areas nine on the south side
and almost finished with area three
on the north side,” Mr. Gildea told
The Westfield Leader. “Leaf pickup
is going on simultaneously and we
are currently in areas eight on the
south side and area two on the north
side.”

According to Mr. Gildea, zones
one, two, seven and eight have been
completed and storm crews currently
are midway through zones three and
nine, with the leaf crews to follow.
“The time it is taking to pick up the
debris is evidence of the magnitude
of the task at hand,” Mr. Gildea said.
“There is a massive volume of de-
bris.”

According to Mr. Gildea, until
November 4, the Department of Pub-
lic Works was engaged in emergency
operations as PSE&G removed
power lines entangled in trees, many
of which were blocking roadways.
Only until PSE&G completed its
work could the DPW clear the town’s
debris from the affected roadways.
The DPW also was engaged in re-
moving numerous dangerous “dan-
glers” from trees overhanging
streets and sidewalks. Because of
the organic storm debris, collection
could not commence until Novem-
ber 7. By November 14 the town put
its leased equipment into service.
Referring to the map and the size of
the areas that have been completed,
the Department of Public Works is
making significant progress, Mr.
Gildea said.

Mr. Gildea also stated that re-
garding leaf collection, in addition
to curbside pickup, residents may
bag leaves and call (908) 789-4120
for pickup, or they may bring them
to the conservation center. No per-
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Walker Ends BOE Tenure;
Seat to Be Filled In December

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Board
of Education (BOE) President Julia
Walker ended her eight-and-half year
tenure on the board, the last 19 months
as BOE president, on Tuesday night.

Mrs. Walker first announced her
resignation at the conclusion of the
November 1 BOE meeting. Although
Mrs. Walker’s term on the board,
which began in 2003, is not up for re-

election until 2013, Interim Board
Secretary Vincent Yaniro noted that
Mrs. Walker’s one-year unexpired
term would be up for re-election in
April 2012 during school board elec-
tions along with three other three-
year term seats.

Mr. Yaniro said applications are
currently being collected until
Wednesday, November 30, to fill her
board seat. An announcement on who
will fill the vacant seat will come
from a decision by all board mem-


