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l'ennemi du journaliste

GREEN, WITWICK, JP, McGUIRE BIG THREATS ON ‘O’; KLIMEK, DIAZ, NICHOLS & CO. ON ‘D’

Colonia, Jones to Be Real Test for Cougars’ Veteran Defense
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Two days from today, this Sat-
urday, November 19, at high
noon, the third-seeded, 8-1
Cranford High School football
team will square off in Colonia
with the second-seeded, 7-1
Colonia Patriots.

The intense Patriots’ running
game, featuring senior Greg
Jones and junior quarterback
Trent Barneys, along with wide
receiver Brian Brown will prove
to be a real test for the Cougars’
veteran defense.

“He [Barneys] is very athletic.
He can get out on the edge and
hurt you. They have play action.
People are stuffing the box. They
have people, who can make plays
down the field. Offensively, the
primary focus is Jones, but they
have some other guys, who can
hurt you,” Cougar Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said.

Jones is coming off a sensa-
tional performance in a 33-21
victory over previously unbeaten
Wall Township. The 5-10, 185-lb
Jones rushed for 450 yards to
elevate his season total to 1,768
yards, which includes 31 touch-
downs. The Patriots’ only loss

came on opening day against
Carteret. Three of their other six
victories came via shutout.

“I look at it as a challenge to our
defense. We have been physical
all year. They are well coached.

Here is a kid, who has had a
tremendous amount of success,
and I know that our defense will
get it done and try to stop him.

Other than one week, we have
played excellent defense. We are
going to look at that week as an

aberration until somebody else
proves us wrong,” Coach
Rosenmeier said. “He is an out-
standing player on a good foot-
ball team. You don’t get through
their schedule in that conference
without playing well.”

The Cougars’ very strong de-
fensive down linemen have
helped standout linebackers Mike
Klimek, Nick Diaz, JP Christiano
and Anthony DeSilva get a solid
grasp of the opposing teams’
running backs all season.

“Everyone has to do their job.
When Klimek makes all his tack-
les or I make a tackle, or [Ryan]
Farrell or [Chris] Folinusz, it is
because everyone else did their
job. [For example] Klimek makes
great plays, but when he makes
a tackle, it is because Folinusz or
I did our job on the defensive line
opening the holes for him. Ev-
eryone needs to be in their gap,
needs to line up properly and be
where they have to be. If we line
up where we are supposed to be
then we will be able to shutdown
Jones,” Cougar defensive line-
man TJ Nichols said.

But the Cougars have also been
very solid in the defensive
backfield.

“We have absolute trust in Garg
[Eric Garguilo], Reggie [Green]

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WARMING UP FOR THE PLAYOFFS…The Cougars go through warm-up exercises during a practice on November
10. The Cougars will face the Colonia Patriots in in the North 2, Group 3 semis in Colonia on November 19 at noon.
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COUNCIL
113 189 122 81 15 520
109 176 123 78 13 499
99 134 99 52 9 393
98 127 87 50 9 371

Louis Petruzzelli
Sara Todisco
Carol A. Kearney
Steven C. Blaufeder

D-1 D-2 D-3 D-4 Mail Total

GW BOE Terminates Clark

Agreement for Bus. Admin.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
GARWOOD – The borough’s board

of education (BOE) approved upon
commencement of executive ses-
sion Tuesday night the termination
of the Clark/Garwood Shared Ser-
vice Agreement for business ad-
ministrator services.

Business Administrator John
Bolil is no longer employed by the
Clark school district and, effec-
tive immediately, he will no longer
perform duties of the business
administrator for Garwood. He
will remain as the board secre-
tary through the end of the year,
at the rate of $1,000 per year.

Beginning as of yesterday,
Jeanine Murray replaced Mr. Bolil
as a part-time business adminis-
trator, receiving a $12,000 sti-
pend for the remainder of the
2011-2012 school year and an
additional amount not to exceed
$2,000 for dues and related fees.
Ms. Murray also is a part-time
eighth-grade teacher of language
arts and computers in the Garwood
school district.

The BOE had initiated the shared-
service agreement with Clark in
July 2009, which was due to expire
in June 2012. Christine Guerriero,
the Garwood Board of Education’s
liaison to the Clark BOE, told The

Westfield Leader, “It’s [share ser-
vices] not an easy thing to do.” She
said Garwood paid Clark about
$50,000 per year for business of-
fice services, which included busi-
ness administrator and board sec-
retarial duties.

At the start of the board meet-
ing, 15 students who received a
perfect score on the NJASK test
last year were honored. The fol-
lowing students received perfect
scores: Math: Dayna Gallucci,
NJASK8; Mark Stouffer, NJASK
3; Ross Wildes, NJASK 5; Anya
Nordstrom, NJASK3; Andre

Schlauberg, NJASK4; James
Duffey, NJASK 5; Kyra McDevitt,
NJASK 5; John Taylor, NJASK5;
Alexandra Knowles, NJASK3; Sci-
ence: Daniel Courtney, NJASK8;
Michael Pellino, NJASK 4; Chris-
topher Froden, NJASK4, Jason
Maher, NJASK4, Tomas Cvercko,
NJASK4, Brian Maher, NJASK8.

At the end of the public meet-
ing, the board adjourned to hold
an executive session to discuss
personnel matters, and the Octo-
ber 19 meeting held for contract
negotiations with the teachers’
association. “There is a possible
resolution, but it is premature to
discuss it at this point,” Board
Attorney John Geppert said in
response to resident Bruce
Paterson’s question about the sta-
tus of the contract negotiations.

There were three valid reports
of Harassment, Intimidation and
Bullying (HIB), and of the three,
two were substantiated, Superin-
tendent Teresa Quigley said. The
BOE also approved the revised
Crisis Management Regulations
and School Security Plan. Super-
intendent Quigley said she is work-
ing toward more plans for when
storms take down wires and cause
other damages that would be
cause to close the schools.

The board approved the follow-
ing goals for 2011-2012: focus on
Language Arts/Literacy test scores
with a specific emphasis on writ-
ing skills/technology; continued
monitoring of student math scores
as a means to assess the efficacy
of the Everyday Math Program;
implementation of procedures
based on the new bullying law that
will ensure students a supportive
learning community built on mu-
tual respect; and finalization of a
plan for the utilization of the Wash-
ington School as a source of rev-
enue while maintaining the ability
to access the facility for the future
use by the district.

By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
COUNTY –  The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday hired outside attorneys
to represent former county man-
ager George Devanney, as well as
the county itself, in an lawsuit filed
by county employee Richmond
Lapolla, the brother of former
county manager Michael Lapolla.

Palumbo & Renaud of Cranford
will represent Mr. Devanney, while
LaCorte, Bundy, Varady & Kinsella
of Union was hired to provide de-
fense for the county. Both firms
were hired at a cost of $10,000
each.

Mr. Lapolla, who has worked for
the county for 32 years, has al-
leged that he was subjected to
“constant and continuing harass-
ment” and “unprovoked public
screaming” by Mr. Devanney, ac-
cording to a copy of the lawsuit
filed in state Superior Court in
Elizabeth in September. Mr.
Devanney retired as county man-
ager on August 1.

According to the suit, Mr. Lapolla
holds the civil service title of direc-
tor of repair and maintenance in
the Department of Engineering,
Public Works, and Facilities Man-
agement. He started with the
county as a maintenance repair
carpenter in 1979.

Mr. Lapolla alleged that Mr.
Devanney accused him of “perfor-
mance deficiencies” in an effort to
terminate him. Mr. Lapolla also
alleged that the county manager
moved key staff from the Depart-
ment of Operations and Facilities,
when he was department director,
to other departments and replaced
them with “inexperienced staff” in
an effort to “insure [Mr. Lapolla’s]
inability to be successful in run-
ning the department.”

“Devanney’s harassment created
an intolerable work environment
for [Mr. Lapolla],” the suit alleges.

The lawsuit alleges that Mr.
Lapolla went on sick leave and that
he is under the care of a psychia-

trist. He was reassigned to work at
the construction site of a new school
at the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools in Scotch Plains,
where he claims he had no author-
ity and was isolated from his de-
partment. He was reassigned to
the Union County Detention Cen-
ter in Linden, last year where the
suit alleges he “reports to a win-
dowless cinder-block closet” and
now suffers “severe anxiety and
depression.”

John Bury of Kenilworth ques-
tioned why an outside attorney
was being provided for Mr.
Devanney, as he was no longer a
county employee. “I read that law-
suit and it was a little disturbing.
This guy was sitting around for
years making $120,000 not doing
anything. Why he’d sue…?”

County Counsel Robert Barry re-
sponded to the lawsuit by stating,
“They’re allegations and not nec-
essarily the truth.”

“We will defend this case in a
court of law and not in the newspa-
pers or on blogs where allegations
are made. At that point we will, I
can assure you, be denying the
allegations and providing an ag-
gressive defense in this particular
matter,” Mr. Barry said.

Mr. Barry said the county is pro-
viding Mr. Devanney’s defense
given that the allegations “directly
relate to his function as the county
manager.” He said, in his opinion,
the county is “obligated” to pro-
vide a defense for a former em-
ployee “when they are sued in
their official capacity just as we
provide it to our employees.”

In other business, the board
awarded a one-year contract for
on-call website support to Web
Creations, LLC of Clark, in an
amount not to exceed $35,000, for
“on-call website support.”

“Have they done anything be-
sides the county website?” Mr.
Bury asked. The company was
previously given a $136,000 con-
tract last year which handled the
“redesign, implementation and
maintenance” of the county’s up-
graded website completed in 2010.

The board also approved a reso-
lution to have the county manager
apply for, and, if approved, enter
into an agreement with the New
Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion for its Fiscal Year 2012 Local
Bridges, Future Needs Program for
replacement of the Madison Hill
Road bridge over the Rahway River
in Clark in the amount of $1 mil-
lion.

Also approved was a $257,533
contract with Value Added Voice
Solutions LLC of Brielle for a voice
logging system. Andrew Moran,
director of the public safety de-
partment, said the county’s previ-
ous voice logging system dates
back to 2004. He said the system
serves the county police,
prosecutor’s office, sheriff’s de-
partment and public works. “It
records all radio frequencies that
the county currently operates, as
well as phone lines,” he said.

The freeholders’ remaining 2011
meetings will be Thursdays, De-
cember 1 and 15. Both agenda
sessions and regular meetings will
be held.

Garwood General Election Results

County Hires Attorneys for Lawsuit Defense
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