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Bands Meet At Crossroads to
Benefit Pancreatic Cancer

 Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MUSIC FOR A CAUSE...The Knight Owls celebrated the one year anniversary
of their debut album by playing a charity event at Crossroads in Gawood last
Thursday. The event was held to raise awareness and funds for pancreatic cancer
research.

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Thursday night
saw a gathering at the Crossroads, as
the blues/rock outfit The Knight Owls
celebrated the one-year anniversary
of their debut album. But the evening
was not solely about them, as The
Owls and the rest of the night’s per-
formers were gathered to raise money
and awareness for pancreatic cancer.

A disease with a six percent sur-
vival rate, pancreatic cancer still re-
mains one of the least funded and
least known forms of cancer. “Be-
cause there are so few survivors,
there aren’t a lot of people to cam-
paign for it in that capacity,” says
Todd Cohen, a representative of the
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network
who passed out pamphlets and intro-
duced the bands. “We really rely on
events like this to raise awareness
and get funds going.”

The bands on the bill all had ties to
the disease. The Knight Owls front-
man John Check lost his father to it.
Sinsanity front-woman Meg Will-
iams dedicated her performance to a
friend who passed away from the
cancer. All the money from the house
was donated, as well as half the band
merchandise.

Despite the personal ties, the night
began with laughs, as a series of
comedians took the stage to warm up
the crowd. The acts were varied, and
included  jokes about why the teens
in “Nightmare on Elm Street” never
used drugs to stay awake, to one
comedian’s experience ignoring cou-
pons as a “recovering Jew.”

The bands took the stage around 9
p.m., with Sinsanity taking the first
slot. The band played a half-hour set,
mixing the hard rock guitars of the
90s with Williams’ Ann Wilson (of
Heart) style vocals. Their songs were
reminiscent at times of Pearl Jam and
Soundgarden, blending impressive
guitar work with a heavy sound, es-
pecially on standouts like “Electric
Chair.” Williams was also impres-
sive, as she contoured her body around
the small stage with ease.

After a short break, The Knight
Owls took the stage. Led by the fa-
ther-son duo of Check and his son
Matt, they began with the lengthy
instrumental “Gemini,” which
showed off Matt Check’s psyche-
delic Allman Bros. guitar style. They
then launched into a series of blues-
rock songs like the riff heavy “The
Rain” and “Hit the Bricks.” The band
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MAIN STREET USA...The Westfield High School Marching Band took Disney World by storm last weekend leading the
Celebrate a Dream Come True Parade on Saturday. For full story see page 9.

Choral Art
Society

Announces
Messiah Sing

GARWOOD - The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. in
conjunction with St. Anne’s
Roman Catholic Church, an-
nounces its annual Messiah
Sing, which will take place on
Friday, December 2, at 8 p.m. at
St. Anne’s Church, 325 Second
Avenue, Garwood.

James S. Little, Musical Di-
rector of The Choral Art Society
of New Jersey, will conduct the
beloved Handel oratorio. The
Messiah will be accompanied
on the newly renovated pipe
organ by John Thomas, organist
at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel,
Newark. The Messiah Sing has
become a Westfield area tradi-
tion and is a wonderful way to
kick off the holiday season. Au-
dience members are invited to
bring scores (or use those pro-
vided at the door) to join the
singing of both choruses and
solo sections, or simply listen.

Mr. Little is no stranger to the
Messiah Community event, hav-
ing previously both accompa-
nied and directed the perfor-
mance. In addition to his duties
as the Director of the Choral
Art Society, he has been the
organist and choirmaster of Cal-
vary Episcopal Church, Sum-
mit, since 1993, having previ-
ously held similar positions at
Mountainside’s Community
Presbyterian Church. At Cal-
vary Church, Mr. Little directs
an adult choir, two youth choirs
and the Calvary Concert Se-
ries.

Admission to the Messiah
Sing is $10 at the door where
scores may be borrowed for the
evening. For information about
the Choral Art Society, visit the
website www.casofnj.org or call
(908) 654-5737.

Rockefeller  Tree
Lighting Ceremony
NEW YORK, N.Y. - The 2011

Rockefeller Center Christmas
Tree will be lit for the first time on
Wednesday, November 30, with
live and taped performances from
7– 9 p.m., at Rockefeller Plaza,
between West 48th and West 51st
Streets and 5th and 6th Avenues,
Manhattan.

The Rockefeller Center Christ-
mas Tree is a world-wide symbol
of the holidays in New York City.
The tree, traditionally a Norway
Spruce, is illuminated by 30,000
environmentally friendly LED
lights on five miles of wire, and
crowned by a Swarovski crystal
star. Tens of thousands crowd the
sidewalks for the event and hun-
dreds of millions watch the Christ-
mas Tree Lighting Ceremony
broadcast live across the globe.

The Christmas Tree will be il-
luminated each day from 5:30
a.m. – 11:30 p.m.; all day (24
hours) on Christmas; and from
5:30 a.m. – 9 p.m. on New Year’s
Eve. The last day to view the tree
is January 7, 2012.

For more information or event
details, please visit
www.rockefellercenter.com.

Book Launch and Reception
For Poet Adele Kenny

FANWOOD – Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr and Welcome Rain Pub-
lishers invite you to attend a book
launch and reception for Fanwood poet
Adele Kenny’s new book, “What Mat-
ters,” on Sunday, November 20, from
3-5 p.m. in the Kuran Arts Center on
Watson Road, off North Martine Av-
enue, adjacent to Fanwood Borough
Hall. (GPS use 75 N. Martine Avenue.)

“What Matters” contains 47 poems
that begin in childhood and move
through a life-threatening illness to-
ward healing. Intensely lyrical and
sometimes edgy, these poems are about
the human spirit. According to Wel-
come Rain Publishers, “Intimate rather
than private, the poems in ‘What Mat-
ters’ are characterized by startling im-
agery, rich metaphor, and a compel-
ling sense of immediacy. This book is
a collection that offers a unique kind of
meaning and hope.”

“We’re all survivors of one thing or
another (fear, grief, illness, the loss of
loved ones),” says Ms. Kenny. “The
individual experiences may be differ-
ent, but we’re all survivors, and these
poems tell us that we’re not alone.”

A former creative writing professor

in the College of New Rochelle’s Gradu-
ate School, Ms. Kenny also taught En-
glish in the Rahway Public Schools
and report writing at Union County’s
John H. Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains. The author of 23 books
(poetry and nonfiction), her poems,
reviews, and articles have been pub-
lished in journals throughout the U.S.
and abroad, as well as in books and
anthologies published by Crown, Tuttle,
Shambhala, and McGraw-Hill.

Adele Kenny is the recipient of vari-
ous awards, including two poetry fel-
lowships from the New Jersey State
Arts Council and a Thomas Merton
Poetry of the Sacred Award. In March,
she was honored with a Women of
Excellence Award in the Arts and Hu-
manities from the Union County Com-
mission on the Status of Women. She is
currently poetry editor of Tiferet: a
Journal of Spiritual Literature, and she
directs the Carriage House Poetry Se-
ries (which she founded in 1998 at the
Kuran Arts Center in Fanwood).

At the book launch and reception on
November 20, Ms. Kenny will read
selections from her book at 4 p.m. and
books will be available for purchase.


