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Bees Sting Blue Devils in Grid Playoff, 13-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

as well as in the past. Defensively, we
let up big plays. We never got any-
thing going on either side,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.

The Blue Devils did have a bit of a
drive on their second series, march-
ing from their own four-yard line to
the Bayonne 39, but a series of in-
complete passes forced a punt. On
their fourth series, Jon Gribbin set up
to punt, but instead he fired a strike to
Dylan Elliott, which was good for 21
yards.

The 7-3 Bees had little luck moving
the ball also until their final drive late
in the second quarter. Beginning from
the seven, the Bees struggled to get to
their 40 on six plays, but they had a
trick play also. Quarterback Chris
Wright pitched out to running back
Malcolm Robinson, who fired a 34-
yard bomb to wide receiver Biaggio
Cancro for a first down at the Westfield
26. Five plays later, Robinson plunged
in from the one with 11 seconds re-
maining. The point after failed.
Robinson finished the game with 117
yards rushing not counting a 32-yard
run that had 15 yards deducted for a
personal foul penalty.

The Blue Devils took a 7-6 lead on
a 17-play, 77-yard drive that ended
when O’Rourke slanted to the right
for his two-yard touchdown with 1:10

left in the third quarter. Gribbin nailed
the point after.

Midway through the fourth quar-
ter, the Blue Devils were on the move
again, but it came to a sudden halt
when Bayonne linebacker Matt
Mullin stripped the ball from
O’Rourke and it bounced into the
hands of Williams, who dashed 65
yards for the touchdown.

The Blue Devils had another drive
halted due to a series of dropped
passes. Bayonne took over and moved
to the Westfield 31 where the drive
stopped with 44 seconds remaining.
After a two-yard reception by Ondi,
Mitchell hit split end Mike Stravach
over the middle. Stravach hooked
down the right sideline before he was
brought down at the Bee 18 with 14
seconds left. Mitchell’s next pass was
tipped, and Robinson, from his de-
fensive back position, intercepted in
the end zone with 0:06 remaining.

“I think we just didn’t stick to our
game plan. Everybody didn’t step up.
When you get in a game against a
good team like Bayonne and
playmakers like their running back,
everybody needs to come and do their
part. We didn’t come out ready to
play today,” said a disappointed Ondi.

“They [Bayonne] came with the
passion. They came with the enthusi-

asm, and we didn’t have it today,”
Coach DeSarno said.

Westfield’s final game of the sea-
son will be on Thanksgiving Day
against Plainfield at Kehler Stadium
at 10 a.m. A division title is at stake.

“It gives us something to play for.
It makes the game important for us.
They want to go out with a win,”
Coach DeSarno said.

“We need to get it fixed. We’ve got
to clean it up and win the division
championship against Plainfield. We
have a long couple of weeks ahead of
us. We’ve got to get over this loss.
Shape up! We are going to come out
ready. Mark my words! We are going
to play a lot better than we did today,”
Ondi said.
Bayonne 0 6 0 7 13
Westfield 0 0 7 0 7

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ELUDING THE BEES…Blue Devil running back James O’Rourke, No. 2, runs to the right to eludes some Bayonne Bees
as teammate Peter Ondi, No. 27, runs down the sideline.

WHERE HEALTHY 
FAMILIES BELONG 

Every day at the Y, our sports and 
swim programs offer more than skill 
development; our fitness facilities 
and classes build more than strong 
bodies; and our child care programs 
offer more than just safe learning 
and play environments. 

At the Y, kids and adults get healthier 
while building relationships and 
gaining self-confidence. 

You can join anywhere, but you 
belong at the Y.   

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  
Serving Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

$40 Membership.   
No Joiner’s Fee. 

 

Join on or after11/23, membership valid until 
1/31/12!  Full time students (12 credits+).   
Bring your college ID & schedule.  

TAKE YOUR  
COLLEGE BREAKS  
AT THE Y 

OPEN  
THANKSGIVING  
MORNING  
6:00AM-Noon! 
 

Before you celebrate, visit the Y! 
 
Join the Y family this Thanksgiving, 
receive 50% off the Joiner’s Fee!* 
 

* Must not have been a member of the  
Westfield Area Y for the last 60 days. 

GREEN, WITWICK, JP, McGUIRE BIG THREATS ON ‘O’

Colonia, Jones to Be Real Test
For Cougars’ Veteran Defense

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two days from today, this Satur-
day, November 19, at high noon, the
third-seeded, 8-1 Cranford High
School football team will square off
in Colonia with the second-seeded,
7-1 Colonia Patriots.

The intense Patriots’ running game,
featuring senior Greg Jones and jun-
ior quarterback Trent Barneys, along
with wide receiver Brian Brown will
prove to be a real test for the Cougars’
veteran defense.

“He [Barneys] is very athletic. He
can get out on the edge and hurt you.
They have play action. People are
stuffing the box. They have people,
who can make plays down the field.
Offensively, the primary focus is
Jones, but they have some other guys,
who can hurt you,” Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.

Jones is coming off a sensational
performance in a 33-21 victory over

previously unbeaten Wall Township.
The 5-10, 185-lb Jones rushed for
450 yards to elevate his season total
to 1,768 yards, which includes 31
touchdowns. The Patriots’ only loss
came on opening day against Carteret.
Three of their other six victories came

via shutout.
“I look at it as a challenge to our

defense. We have been physical all
year. They are well coached. Here is
a kid, who has had a tremendous
amount of success, and I know that
our defense will get it done and try to
stop him. Other than one week, we
have played excellent defense. We
are going to look at that week as an
aberration until somebody else proves
us wrong,” Coach Rosenmeier said.
“He is an outstanding player on a
good football team. You don’t get
through their schedule in that confer-
ence without playing well.”

The Cougars’ very strong defensive
down linemen have helped standout
linebackers Mike Klimek, Nick Diaz,
JP Christiano and Anthony DeSilva
get a solid grasp of the opposing teams’
running backs all season.

“Everyone has to do their job. When
Klimek makes all his tackles or I
make a tackle, or [Ryan] Farrell or

[Chris] Folinusz, it is because every-
one else did their job. [For example]
Klimek makes great plays, but when
he makes a tackle, it is because
Folinusz or I did our job on the defen-
sive line opening the holes for him.
Everyone needs to be in their gap,
needs to line up properly and be where
they have to be. If we line up where
we are supposed to be then we will be

able to shutdown Jones,” Cougar de-
fensive lineman TJ Nichols said.

But the Cougars have also been
very solid in the defensive backfield.

“We have absolute trust in Garg
[Eric Garguilo], Reggie [Green] and
[Sean] McGovern, [Chris] Witwick
and [Walter] James,” Nichols added.

With three shutouts and a 7-1
record, the Patriots also have a very
solid defense.

“There have been times when people
have stacked the box and stopped Jones
early, but the other team can’t score
and get ahead. They have two or three
shutouts on the year. They have held
people to less than 20 points. Every-
one else had scored less than 21 other
than their first week against Carteret.
The linebackers [CJ Cimilluca and
Christian Thomas] are two of the bet-
ter linebackers that I have seen all
year, and Jones and Barneys are also
in the secondary on defense,” Coach
Rosenmeier pointed out.

After an impressive 41-
7, victory over previously
undefeated Delaware Val-
ley, followed by a bye
week, the Cougars’ men-
tal attitude may be affected.

“We hit a little bit of a
speed bump against Sum-
mit. We put that behind us,
and knew that we had to get
back on track against Del
Val. They were a good of-
fensive team. They put up a
lot of points per game. We
knew that we had to bounce
back and play the defense
the way it is supposed to be
played, and that is the same
for this game. If we do it the
way the coaches draw it up
then we will have no prob-
lem,” Nichols said.

“We really needed the
game against Delaware
Valley. We were embar-
rassed the way we played

against Summit. We had an opportu-
nity to go out and play against an-
other undefeated football team. I think
our kids have a lot of confidence
going into the next game. The fact
that it is two weeks away doesn’t
really matter. It’s an opportunity to
compete in the playoffs and play for
a state championship,” Coach
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON PUNT COVERAGE…The Cougars work on punt coverage on November 10
in preparation for their playoff game with Colonia on November 19 at high noon.
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