
Page 12  Thursday, November 17, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Westfield/Plainfield Rivalry
 Westfield 55, Plainfield 44, Tie 7

1900 –– Westfield 26-0
1901 –– Westfield NA
1903 — Plainfield 15-0
1905 — Plainfield 24-0
1907 — Tie 6-6

Westfield 11-0
1908 — Plainfield 12-6

Plainfield 5-0
1909 — Plainfield 35-6
1910 –– Westfield 6-0
1911 — Plainfield 37-6
1912 –– Westfield 19-7
1913 — Westfield 20-6

Westfield 26-7
1914 — Plainfield 19-0
1915 — Plainfield 7-0

Westfield 6-0
1916 — Tie 0-0

Plainfield 7-3
1917 — Plainfield 39-0
1919 — Plainfield 6-0
1921 — Plainfield 28-0
1922 — Plainfield 19-0
1923 — Westfield 3-0
1924 — Plainfield 18-0
1925 — Plainfield 7-2
1926 — Plainfield 20-0
1931 — Westfield 21-0
1932 — Westfield 13-6
1933 — Tie 0-0
1934 — Westfield 7-6
1935 — Plainfield 7-0
1936 — Tie 0-0
1937 — Tie 0-0
1938 — Plainfield 13-0
1939 — Westfield 20-0
1940 — Westfield 13-0
1941 — Westfield 1-0
1944 — Westfield 12-6
1945 — Westfield 12-0
1946 — Plainfield 6-0
1947 — Westfield 32-12
1948 — Westfield 14-6
1949 — Plainfield 19-6
1950 — Plainfield 33-7
1951 — Plainfield 14-6
1952 — Plainfield 27-14
1953 — Plainfield 25-6
1954 — Plainfield 6-0
1955 — Plainfield 21-0
1956 — Plainfield 19-6
1957 — Plainfield 19-12
1958 — Plainfield 21-0

1959 — Plainfield 7-0
1960 — Westfield 13-7
1961 — Westfield 13-6
1962 — Plainfield 27-7
1963 — Westfield 14-12
1964 — Plainfield 13-7
1965 — Westfield 21-0
1966 — Plainfield 33-12
1967 — Plainfield 12-7
1968 — Westfield 25-21
1969 — Westfield 45-0
1970 — Westfield 49-6
1971 — Westfield 12-6
1972 — Westfield 27-6
1973 — Westfield 20-0
1974 — Westfield 31-14
1975 — Westfield 9-6
1976 — Westfield 34-0

Westfield 14-0
1977 — Westfield 38-0
1978 — Westfield 6-2
1979 — Westfield 3-2
1980 — Westfield 14-0
1981 — Westfield 28-6
1982 — Plainfield 21-3
1983 — Plainfield 14-6
1984 — Plainfield 14-0
1985 — Tie 0-0
1986 — Westfield 27-14
1987 — Westfield 35-6
1988 — Westfield 7-6
1989 — Westfield 14-7
1990 — Westfield 21-6
1991 — Westfield 28-0
1992 — Plainfield 14-9
1993 — Tie 0-0
1994 — Westfield 20-7
1995 — Westfield 28-20
1996 — Plainfield 38-7
1997 — Westfield 22-7
1998 –– Plainfield 21-7
1999 –– Plainfield 20-14
2000 — Westfield 42-25
2001 — Westfield 24-21
2002 –– Westfield 14-6
2003 –– Plainfield 9-7
2004 –– Plainfield  40-0
2005 –– Plainfield 9-0
2006 –– Westfield 17-7
2007 –– Westfield 28-27
2008 –– Westfield 21-19
2009     ––        Westfield 26-6
2010 –– Westfield 35-6

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When Westfield hosts Plainfield next
Thursday, 11 a.m., at Kehler Stadium,
it will be the school’s 107th meeting
since the first known one back in 1900.
With wins the last five years, the Blue
Devils now own a 55-44-7 advantage
over the Cardinals.

The game will end what has been
one of the most exciting seasons in
decades at Kehler Stadium, a season
that’s seen seniors Jon Gribbin, Nate
Mitchell, Pete Ondi and James
O’Rourke re-write the school record
book.

Unfortunately, with last Saturday’s
gut-wrenching 13-7 loss to Bayonne,
coming on the heels of a win over
Immaculata that was arguably the best
W in coach Jim DeSarno’s six years
here, the Devils made another too-quick
exit from the state sectional playoffs.

It wasn’t so much the losing, but how
it happened. Shoddy tackling (and some
hard running) allowed the Bees to score
on the last play of the first half. Then
after WHS had taken the lead and was
running out the clock, a rare WHS
fumble was picked up by a Bayonne
defender and returned 65 yards for the
winning score with 5:23 to play.

WHS rallied and the game ended
when a last-second pass was deflected
at the goal line and picked off in the
back of the end zone.

So, which WHS team will we see
next Thursday: The one that allowed a
good Bayonne team to come into
Kehler Stadium and sneak out with a
win? Or the one that a week earlier had
mercy-clocked an Immaculata team
that was ranked No. 9 in the state?

Thanksgiving morning will also be
your last chance to see another out-
standing senior class in action at Kehler
Stadium. And despite its apparent lack
of size (in pounds, not in heart), this
has been an outstanding group on both
sides of the ball.

Thanks to the “dirty work” done by
tackles Brenton Harries and Nick
Calello, guards Abe Fertig-Cohen and
Ryan Elliott, center Dan Bigelow,
wideouts Mike Stravach and Kurt
Kowalski, tight ends John Lanzano,
Dave Kane and Tom Anderson and
fullbacks Frank Scalera and Joe
Rinaldi, seniors O’Rourke, Mitchell
and Ondi have enjoyed record-break-
ing seasons.

With one game to go:
O’Rourke became the ninth WHS

runner to gain 1,000 yards for one
season; with his 142 against Bayonne
he has 1,056 this fall. His 243 carries
this season is just 6 short of tying the
school single-season record set in 1960

by single-wing tailback Dave Reitze.
O’Rourke also tied Jan Cocozziello’s
school record of 12 career intercep-
tions, and his three against Immaculata
tied the school mark held by Jim
Matino (1967 vs. Clark), Brad
Brewster (1969 vs. Berkeley Heights),
Rick Elliott (1979 vs. SP-F), Sean
Murphy (1981 vs. Montclair),
Cocozziello (2003 vs. SP-F) and Eddie
Simmons (2006 vs. Kearny).
O’Rourke’s eight INTs this fall are
one short of Marcus Graham’s school
seasonal mark.

Mitchell broke Tony DiIorio’s three-
year-old records for attempts (165 to
164) and completions (91 to 88) in a
season and also went over the 1,000-
yard mark for the season, just the sev-
enth Devil QB to reach that mark.
Mitchell has 1,112 going into the
Plainfield game, just 64 short of
DiIorio’s school single-season record
(1,176).

Ondi, who set a school single-game
record with nine catches against
Immaculata, continues to pad his
school records for receptions in a sea-
son (45) and career (74). He’s also
reached 911 career yards, breaking
Brian Ciemniecki’s old record of 907.

The final record-breaker is kicker
Jon Gribbin, who has 84 career PATs,
moving ahead of Glen Kehler (81) and
trailing only K.C. Knobloch (89).
Gribbin’s school-best 15 career field
goals gives him 129 career kicking
points, breaking Knobloch’s old mark
of 113.

The defense has allowed 89 points,
so if Plainfield is limited to 10 points
or less, it will be just the third time
since legendary coach Gary Kehler
retired following the 1982 season that
the defense gave up less than 100
points. The other seasons were 1991
(45) and 1987 (96).

The Thanksgiving game will also
be the final get-together of the season
for what could be called The Ol’ Folks
Home, a group of WHS alums who
unofficially gather along the fence in
the corner by the Snack Shack on
home-game Saturday afternoons. The
OFH has recently included Jack &
Teddy Allen, Glenn Anderson, Sal
Antonelli, Rick Bertoni, Pat Brady,
Mike Callahan, Barron and Dondi
Chambliss, Stan Clark, Joe Dabulas,
Keith Gibbons, Jeff Gilbert, Mark and
Paul Harbaugh, Danny Hauck, Lance
Henry, Dave Jackson, Bruce Jester,
Richie Johnson, Glen Kehler, John
McDermott, Spud Monroe, Dave
Nathanson, Don Ross, Joe Wilson and
others.

FALL UPDATES
Cross-country: Congratulations to

the boys for sending out retiring coach
Jack Martin with an easier-than-ex-
pected win over West Windsor-
Plainsboro South, Ridgewood and the
rest of the state’s best Group 4 teams.
That gave Martin 33 major champion-
ships (18 county, 10 sectional, 5 state),
tying him with the man he replaced as
coach back in 1983, Walt Clarkson (11
county, 12 sectional, 10 state).

Soccer: The boys season came to an
unexpected early end on Friday, Nov.
4, with a 1-0 loss at North Hunterdon
in the sectional quarterfinals. Twenty-
four hours earlier the girls’ hopes for a
long run in the state tournament were
dashed in a 1-0 sectional quarterfinal
loss to visiting Piscataway. And 24
hours after the boys’ loss, the girls fell
in the county finals to SP-F 1-0.

Field hockey: Third-year coach
Caitlin MacDonald’s team finished 11-
7-1, the first winning record since
Maggie McFadden’s 2001 team went
10-4-3. With goalie Deanna Cohen (9
shutouts), Halsey Urban (14 career
goals, 19 assists) and McKenna Wilson
all juniors, the future is indeed bright.

Volleyball: Before losing to top-
seeded Livingston, coach Bev Torok’s
girls really put it all together in a 2-1
upset of Randolph. Grace Antonelli
(25 digs, 8 service points, 4 aces),
Kayla Rodriguez (12 digs, 28 assists,
7 service points) and Morgan Bowen
(9 kills, 3 blocks, 14 digs, 7 service
points) led the way, but Amanda Earl,
Courtney Weisse and Nicole Boretz
also had big games.

Gymnastics: Abby Cook had a huge
day as the girls finished third at
sectionals, trailing only champion
Bishop Ahr and archrival Cranford
(by half a point). Cook placed fourth
in all-around, vault and floor, and was
fifth on bars.

THE ICE MAN COMETH
Sean Cromarty is the new ice hockey

coach at WHS, and the 31-year-old
has some top credentials. And while
this will be his first high school coach-
ing position, he is certainly no novice
in the sport.

A 2000 graduate of Upper Canada
College Preparatory School in Toronto,
he played baseball and lacrosse in ad-
dition to hockey, earning team captain
and MVP on the ice. A four-year
letterman in hockey at Colorado Col-
lege of the Western Canada Hockey
Association, he played in three NCAA
tournaments and four WCHA Final
Five tournaments.

After a stint with the Wheeling
(W.Va.) Nailers in the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins organization, Cromarty became
a certified personal trainer, while also
spending three years coaching the high-
powered Mid Jersey Selects youth pro-
gram.

WHS is coming off two record-set-
ting winters, going 17-7-4 in 2010 and
20-5-2 last year.

FANTASTIC FINISH UPDATE
Faithful Reader Greg Gorski pointed

out that WHS’s 10-9 football win over
Lizzy-Beth on Oct. 11, 1980 should
have been on our recent list of Fantas-
tic Finishes. And he is correct. Quar-
terback Mike Lasher, who had moved
into town from North Carolina, was
the hero. With WHS leading 7-6, he
made a touchdown-saving tackle at
the Westfield 21 with just over a minute
remaining; Lizzy-Beth had to settle

for a field goal with 36 seconds left
that gave the lead back to the Minute-
men. But Lasher twice found Mike
Henry for nice gains and a 15-yard
facemask penalty was tacked on to the
second. Lasher then converted a 42-
yard field goal (second longest in
school history at the time) with three
seconds left.

FR Ed Thorne (WHS, ’64) wrote
from out on Cape Cod that the 1964
baseball team rallied from a 6-0 deficit
with six runs in the bottom of the
seventh and then won 7-6 in eight
innings over Bill Schutsky-led Hill-
side. Charlie Widmer, who doubled
and scored on an error in the eighth,
had a two-run single in the seventh,
and Thorne added an RBI double.

MUDTURTLES FUNDRAISER
Would you pay $45 to see Paul

Harbaugh (WHS, ’80) on the dance
floor? (That actually seems cheap at
twice the price!) Well, you can see
“Ol’ 66” in action this Saturday night,
and for a good cause, too. The Union
County Mudturtles rugby team will
hold a fundraiser at the Garwood
Knights of Columbus on South Av-
enue, 8 p.m. to midnightish. (Note:
Harbaugh’s best dancing will likely
occur after midnight.)

The evening’s theme is “Dance Your
Shoes Off With the Mudturtles” and
the idea is to wear your dancing shoes
and bring a pair or two of new or used
shoes that will be donated to Soles 4
Souls through the Mudturtle Chari-
ties. Soles 4 Souls provide shoes for
the victims of natural disasters and
those in need.

Everlounge, featuring lead crooner
Donnie Dazzo (WHS, ’79), will pro-
vide the evening’s entertainment. The
$45 donation includes beer, wine and
music, and it’s only $35 if you bring a
dish to share. (For a White Castle Crave
Case with cheese, you may be able to
talk “66” into testing the limbo bar.)

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday ever week during the school
year. Contact us with comments, com-
plaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, Whs4evr!

It May be Your Last Chance
To See Record-Setting Quartet

Blue Devil Boys Win 3rd Straight XC Crown
The No. 4 Westfield High School boys cross-country team used its pack

mentality to capture its third straight Group 4 championship at Holmdel
Park on November 12. The Blue Devils had a team total of 85, followed by
West Windsor-Plainsboro South at 120 and Ridgewood at 152.

The Blue Devils averaged 16:42.8 for their seven runners. Senior Jack
Leahy crossed fifth with a time of 16:14. John Kirna finished 12th with a
personal record (PR) time of 16:27. Matt Luppino crossed 29th with a PR
time of 16:54. Kevin Smith finished 31st with a PR time of 16:58, followed
by David Carville at 17:01. Evan Tarlow finished 40th at 17:09 (PR), and
Kevin Ingram finished 44th with a PR time of 17:14.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

   Regards,
Hye-Young Choi

COLDWELL BANKER

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555 ext. 165
(908) 301-2015 - Direct

hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Best Wishes to everyone
for a day of sharing

and giving thanks
for all our blessings

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Raiders Silence Cougars for Section Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

those balls. What we try to do very
hard is put the pressure on the oppos-
ing team,” Raider Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky said.

That pressure paid off when Cortes,
Colin Stripling, Andrew Leischner
and Billy Babis came charging to-
ward the Chatham box, and Cortes
ripped a left-footer into the right side
of the net with 16:10 on the clock.

“It was a running combination in the
midfield between Stripling, Leischner,
Billy. Billy slid me a nice ball, and I
found the far corner,” Cortes explained.

Cortes set up McKenna’s goal by
breaking free on the left side, forcing
the goalie to rush forward. Cortes
slipped the ball over to McKenna,
who buried it into the far corner.

“Travis was making a run down the
left side. I made a straight run into the
box. He curled in the ball. I just let it
run across my body and I fired it to
the far corner,” McKenna explained.

“Long time since we won a sec-
tional finals, and I am happy to finally
win one my senior year,” Cortes said.

“We finally got one. It’s the 14th
sectional overall, but it took a little
while to get this one. It’s nice revenge
from last year when they beat us,”
Coach Breznitsky said.

“We have been working for this all
year. Everyone had a strong desire

and commitment to get enough tack-
les to win this game. It’s the extra
couple of yards of work that makes
the difference in a game like this. We
put in that effort today. Basically ev-
eryone, who came off the bench, put
in solid work. Alex Markovits came
in towards the end of the first half, put
in solid running, pressuring, winning
balls. It helped us get the job done,”
McKenna said.

“I think what we saw today was a
great job by our seniors. Travis scored
one. McKenna scored one. They re-

ally stepped up. [Mike] Daly, [Dan]
McMillan, [Zach] Carow all did a
great job in the back,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

“It feels great! We lost to Chatham
in the sectional final last year, and we
have been working ever since then. It
was in the back of our mind to win
sectionals, state and counties. We got
two out of three done, so we are going
to keep moving forward and keep
working,” McKenna said.
Chatham 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 1 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BOOTING IT DOWNFIELD…Raider Zach Carow boots the ball into Chatham
Cougar territory. The Raiders defeated Chatham, 2-0, for the sectional crown.

Raiders Rip W. Morris
In Section Soccer, 4-2
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys soccer team defeated
West Morris Central, 4-2, in the semi-
final round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 tournament in Scotch
Plains on November 8.

Colin Stripling ripped in a pair of
goals. Billy Babis and Christian Zazzali
each added a goal for the  Raiders.

The Raiders’ quest for a state title came to an end at the feet of No. 10
Ramapo when Ian Favorsey netted a second-half goal to give his team
a 1-0 victory in the Group 3 semifinals in Ridge on November 15.

See SPF/W. Morris Boys Soccer Photos by Jim O’Connor
Go to www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports – Pages 3, 4 & 5

CR Gymnast Walch
Gets 11th at States

Cranford High School senior
Mary Kate Walch tied for 11th all-
around with Abigail Nolte of
Somerville with a total of 36.8 at
the NJSIAA individual champion-
ships at Montgomery High School
on November 12. Walch also tied
for seventh with Marie Halliday of
Red Bank Catholic on the balance
beam with a score of 9.35.

Westfield Blue Devil Abby Cook
scored a 9.35 on the floor exercise,
a 9.05 on vault, an 8.85 on uneven
bars and an 8.95 on beam for an all-
around score of 36.2. Cougar
Alexandra Puryear placed 12th in
floor exercise with a 9.425. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider Alex
Peluso competed on the balance
Beam.


