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PIERCE, VANBUSKIRK BURY GOALS IN REGULATION

Wolfpack Nips Lady Raiders
In PKs, 7-6, for Section Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One hundred minutes of soccer
and the outcome of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 girls champion-
ship came down to penalty kicks
[PK] at Shimme Wexler Field in
Scotch Plains on November 10. Ana
Doyle launched a left-to-right shot
into the net, and the representative
for the host team missed to the right
to give the West Morris Central High
School girls a 7-6 victory over No. 16
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the fourth
round of the sudden death phase.

Although the 16-2-4 Raiders did
have to battle back from one-point
deficits twice, they did have numer-
ous scoring opportunities, especially
in the second half. By the end of

regulation, the score was knotted, 2-
2, but the Raiders had out-shot the
Lady Wolfpack, 8-3.

West Morris scored 13 minutes into
the game when Emily Thomas, with
support from teammate Kristy Cot-
ter, who cleared out the box just be-
hind her, scored on a header from a
corner kick.

The Raiders controlled the entire
second half and got off six dangerous
shots on goal, beginning with senior
Erin Pierce, who ripped a shot just over
the crossbar from a corner kick. The
next chance came when Pierce sprinted
down the center on a breakaway, forc-
ing the Wolfpack goalkeeper to charge
the ball, leaving an open goal. The ball
deflected to the left and Raider Lisa
Matrale took a shot, but it slid just to the

left of the post.
Finally, three Raiders converged

on the box, one being Pierce, who
usually flows down the right sideline
and inward. This time she pinched
down the middle and ripped a left-
footed shot to tie the score, 1-1, with
31:44 remaining in regulation.

“I knew we were down, so we had to
get better offensive attacks. Mr. [Raider
Head Coach Kevin] Ewing says some-
times, ‘get hungry in the box’. It was
kind of a bouncing ball at the defend-
ers. They really didn’t know what to
do with it. I ran in, ran around them,
kept on going and hit it with my left
foot to the right of the goalie, and it
went in,” Pierce explained.

With 20:41 left, Doyle put West

O’ROURKE 142 YDs, TD; STRAVACH 48-YD RECEPTION

Bees Sting Blue Devils Twice
With 13-7 Grid Playoff Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One week after cutting Spartans
off at the pass to earn the second seed
for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 playoffs, the Westfield High School
football team got stung twice by the
seventh-seeded Bayonne Bees, re-
sulting in a 13-7 setback in the first
round at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on November 12.

The fatal scoring sting came when
Bayonne defensive back Tyhearn
Williams became the recipient of a
forward fumble that bounced into
his hands at the Bee 35-yard line.
From there, he immediately sprinted
65 yards down the left sideline to

give the Bees a 12-7 lead with 5:23
remaining in the game. The point
after was successful.

The 7-2 Blue Devils’ running game
was making modest gains in the first
half, but it was affected by the pass-
ing game being out of sync. Running
back James O’Rourke carried 16
times for 65 yards in the half, but
quarterback Nate Mitchell completed
only one of nine attempts, an 11-yard
strike to flanker Peter Ondi.

O’Rourke added another 77 yards,
including a two-yard touchdown, in
the second half on 19 carries to finish
with 142 yards. Mitchell was on the
mark, completing eight of 13 passes
for 107 yards, but a few of his accu-
rate passes were dropped in key situ-
ations.

“Maybe we were overconfident.

Maybe we just couldn’t get our plays
down. We got to learn from this.
James was having trouble rushing in
the beginning. They were playing
man coverage, something we haven’t
played in a couple of weeks. My
routes weren’t as good. I wasn’t get-
ting off of my corner very well. I
think we were just flat,” said Ondi,
who finished with six receptions for
50 yards.

“We didn’t play well today. We
didn’t throw the ball well in the first
half. He was off-target in the first
half. We didn’t catch the ball in the
second half. We got this far with Nate
doing a lot of great things and our
receivers doing a lot of great things.
We just didn’t have it today. We ran
the ball OK. We haven’t run the ball

CORTES SCORES 1ST GOAL, McKENNA NETS 2ND GOAL

Raiders Silence Cougars, 2-0
For Sectional Soccer Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Exactly six years to the day since
winning its last North Jersey, Section
2, Group 3 championship, the No. 7
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys soccer team shutout the 10th-
ranked Chatham Cougars, 2-0, at
Shimme Wexler Field in Scotch Plains
on November 11 to capture its 14th
sectional crown.

The 21-2 Raiders exhibited an
across-the-board excellence in ball
control throughout the game against
the Cougars, but it was seniors Travis
Cortes and Ryan McKenna, who
brought home the bacon. Cortes net-
ted his goal in the first half and
McKenna added the exclamation

point in the second half.
In the November 11, 2005 champi-

onship game, the Raiders vaporized
Voorhees, 3-0, with goals from Matt
Fleissner, Taylor Molinero and
Michael Devisio. Standout goal-
keeper Brian Meredith turned away
two shots for the shutout.

This time, the Raiders controlled
the midfield throughout with timely
slide tackles and slick back kicks to
teammates. Both teams had two cor-
ner kicks in the first half. Only the
Raiders had a legitimate shot on goal,
but the Cougars did take a free kick
that skid off the crossbar. The second
half leaned even more in the Raiders’
favor, although the 20-2-1 Cougars
managed to get off three shots at

goal, but Raider goalkeeper Vinnie
Bianco was there to make the saves,
including a great leaping deflection
late in the game.

“We have a strong center midfield.
We like playing the ball to the feet,
and we click very well together,”
Cortes said.

“The second half, we were win-
ning a lot more of the ball. They were
playing into the wind, so they were
hanging it out, and we were getting
into our challenges, making sure we
won everything, because we weren’t
going to let this game slip away,”
McKenna said.

“It is just a matter of challenging,
being aggressive and looking to win
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DIEN RICE RUSHES 131 YARDS, 7-YARD TD, 5 YARD TD

S. Plainfield Gridders Scorch
Raiders in Final 0:29, 21-14

By GREG HENRY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior halfback Anthony Byers
entered last Saturday’s NJSIAA con-
solation football game between
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and South
Plainfield with a chance at attaining
2,000 rushing yards for the season.

The Raiders’ mercurial runner had
1,814 yards on the ground in his first
nine games, but he achieved that total

on two good legs – an advantage he
did not enjoy in Saturday’s season
finale in Scotch Plains.

Hindered by a sprained ligament in

his knee, Byers managed just nine
yards on six carries in the first half
before sitting out the second half.
Ironically, given Byers’ profound
overall contribution to the Raiders’
offense this year, Scotch Plains’ of-
fense – held without a single first
down in the first half – came alive in
the second half.

“Anthony practiced (during the
week) and looked okay, and he

thought he could give it a shot,” Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli said of
Byers and his ailing knee. “But he
was not 100 percent, not even close to

100 percent, and we always worry
about a kid’s health first and fore-
most.”

But the Raiders, despite rallying
from a 13-point halftime deficit to
take a one-point lead early in the
fourth quarter, fell to South Plainfield,
21-14, when the Tigers capped a 13-
play, 86-yard drive with a four-yard
touchdown (TD) run by Colin Wil-
son with 29 seconds left in the game.

Scotch Plains, taking pos-
session on its 37-yard line after
South Plainfield’s go-ahead
score, mounted one final
charge. Quarterback Steve
Alleman connected with
Ahmed Channaoui for a 10-
yard pickup then completed a
pass to Rob Mrozek good for
20 yards down the left sideline
to the South Plainfield 33. Af-
ter an incompletion, Alleman’s
final pass of the Raider season
had the distance, but was bro-
ken up at the goal line as time
expired.

All signs had pointed to a
high-scoring affair coming into
the contest. Scotch Plains was
going against a South Plainfield
defense that had allowed more
than 150 points in its three pre-
vious games, including 61 to
North Brunswick, which quali-
fied for the sate playoffs, the
week before.

But the visiting Tigers found
a solution for their previously
porous defense in the opening
half by keeping their defen-
sive unit on the sidelines for
most of the first half. Scotch
Plains ran just 12 plays from
scrimmage – compared to
South Plainfield’s 40 snaps in

the first half.
Churning out yards in methodi-

cally steady chunks with its multi-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOLDING DOWN A TIGER…Raiders Anthony Lettieri, center, Mike Villegas, No. 10,
Ahmed Channaoui, No. 23, and Zach Brencsons, No. 24, gang tackle a Tiger in the
consolation game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFINITELY GETTING A LEG UP…Legs were flying everywhere after a corner kick into the box during the Raider/West
Morris game on November 10. Raider Christy Monroy, just behind the Wolfpack’s Alanda Ketzler, No. 25, kicks one of her
legs towards the ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GANG TACKLING A KEY BEE…Blue Devils James O’Rourke, Pat Johnson and Co. gang tackle Bee running back
Malcolm Robinson, No. 3, in the first round playoff game against Bayonne at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on November
12. Bayonne stung the Blue Devils, 13-7, to advance to the semifinal round.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURROUNDED BY COUGARS…Raider Travis Cortes boots the ball away as three Chatham Cougars converge on him.
Christian Zazzali, right, stands ready. The Raiders won their 14th sectional title with a 2-0 victory.
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