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2032 Westfield Avenue 
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take control 
of your semester break
take control 
of your credit requirements
take a class at Union

Get a jump on your 
Spring Semester 
by Enrolling in a 
Winter Course 
at Union County 
College. 

Winter Session 
classes begin 
Tuesday, 
December 27, 2011.

For info call 908-709-7518 – or – visit www.ucc.edu
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Being an American Essay
Contest Deadline Approaches

ARLINGTON, Va. – The dead-
line for high-school students and
their teachers to submit essays for
the Bill of Rights Institute’s na-
tional Being an American Essay
Contest is fast approaching. The
contest asks students to explore the
founding principles outlined in the
Constitution by answering the ques-
tion: “How does the Constitution
establish and maintain a culture of
liberty?”

The contest, which has quickly
become the largest high-school es-
say competition of its kind, totaling
over 80,000 submitted essays, is
administered by the Bill of Rights
Institute, a non-profit educational
organization in the Washington,
D.C. area devoted to educating
young people about the Constitu-
tion and Founding principles.

The top three student winners
from each of five geographical re-
gions will be awarded cash prizes
of $1,000 (First Place), $500 (Sec-
ond Place), and $250 (Third Place).
Teacher sponsors of each student
winner will also receive a cash prize

of $100.
Essays must be submitted online

at www.BillofRightsInstitute.org/
Contest by 11:59 p.m. PST on De-
cember 15. Supporting contest ma-
terials, including lesson plans meet-
ing Common Core standards, are
provided at no cost to teachers who
want to incorporate the Essay Con-
test into their classroom.

The Essay Contest serves as a
key part of the Bill of Rights
Institute’s mission to educate young
people about the words and ideas of
America’s Founders, the liberties
guaranteed in our Founding docu-
ments, and how our Founding prin-
ciples continue to affect and shape
a free society. Complete contest de-
tails can be found below.

WHS Marching Band Leads
Parade at Magic Kingdom

WESTFIELD - The Westfield High
School Marching Band took Disney
World by storm last weekend. The
crowning moment was leading the
Celebrate a Dream Come True Pa-
rade on Saturday.

Thousands lined the Magic
Kingdom’s Main Street cheering as
the Blue Devils marched past, play-
ing the “All-American Medley.”

“I told the kids they would prob-
ably never again play for this many
people per-square-inch,” Band Di-
rector Christopher Vitale said upon
the band’s return Sunday evening.

The trip to Disney is the latest in a
series of highlights for the band this
season. On November 2, the band
took first place in its class in a re-
gional competition in Hillsborough
sponsored by the U.S. Scholastic
Band Association. Judges awarded
93.35 points to the Blue Devils for
their signature piece of the 2011 sea-
son: “Pictures at an Exhibition,” by
Modeste Mussorgsky.

“We wanted to take great music,
make it exciting, yet still be true to
the original work of art,” Mr. Vitale
says. “But a score or a trophy doesn’t
define our success. Our success is
determined by how we feel when we
come off the field. If we are doing the
right things in rehearsal and feel good
about our performances, the scores
will take care of themselves.”

New blue-and-white uniforms with
gold trim purchased last year gave
the Blue Devils extra flash this sea-
son and at Disney World. The uni-
form purchase marked “the culmina-
tion of many years of fundraising,”
says Nancy Tepper, president of the
Marching Band Parents Association.
“We are grateful to the many parents
who contributed in years past, long
before the purchase was made,” Ms.
Tepper adds. “In keeping with that
tradition, we continue to raise funds
for the future of this very special
organization.”

Many sponsors help defray the
costs of the marching band each sea-
son. In addition to the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, which helped

pay for transportation of the instru-
ments to Orlando, local businesses
helping out this year include: Flair
Cleaners, Parker’s Greenhouse,
Hershey’s, Casa Di Pizza, Five Star
Catering by Thomas in Garwood,
The Farm House, Gallery West Art
and Framing, Lord and Taylor,
Brummers Chocolates and the Philly
Pretzel Factory.

“The marching band embodies the
spirit of Westfield, and we are so
appreciative of the many businesses
that support our efforts,” says Betsy
Marino, vice president of the band
parents association. “The arts are a
special part of this town, and we are
so lucky to have so many local mer-
chants who help us keep our program
growing.”

This is Mr. Vitale’s first year at
Westfield High School. He has a
Masters and Bachelor’s degrees in
music from the University of Dela-
ware. Prior to Westfield, he taught in
southern New Jersey and in Fairfax
County, Va.

 “The students have responded to
adversity all season long, beginning
with an abbreviated band camp due
to Hurricane Irene,” Mr. Vitale says.
“I am continually impressed by their
work ethic and drive. They really do
love performing and the development
of the show over the past three months
has been extremely impressive. They
are a great group of students.”

Mr. Vitale is already recruiting new
band members for the 2012-13 school
year. One big reason incoming fresh-
men in particular should think about
joining the band is to meet people.
Says Mr. Vitale, “You will begin
school with close to 100 new friends.
We are a big family.” A proud one,
too. Through half-time shows, com-
petitions and parades, he says, “the
band provides memories for the en-
tire audience, and helps bolster school
spirit and pride.”

For more information about the
band, write to Mr. Vitale at
cvitale@westfieldnjk12.org or the
parents association, at
whsbandparents@gmail.com.

SILVER MEDAL…Holy Trinity Interparochial School’s 8th graders competed
at the 40th annual Roselle Catholic Scholastic Olympics on October 26. The three
top teams were in close competition and Holy Trinity was awarded the 2nd Place
Team Trophy. The following students competed: Tara Coffey (Science), William
Fitzpatrick (Current Events, 3rd place), Meghan Hrinkevich (Religion), Peter
Hunziker (English), Ian Kaluzny (Spelling), Alexandra Lebovitz (Art), Julia
MacDonald (Mathematics, 1st place), Rionach McEwan (History, 1st place),
Grace Pfeifer (English), Anthony Scalia (History, 1st place), Patrice Sosinski
(Mathematics), Philip Touhey (Science, 2nd place), Brianna Tucciarone (Foren-
sics, 2nd place), and James Wright (Spelling, 1st place). The team is pictured with
Sr. Maureen Fichner, SSJ, Principal of Holy Trinity Interparochial School.

Mother Seton Posts
‘Peppermint Boutique’
CLARK – On Saturday, Decem-

ber 3, the Parents’ Guild of Mother
Seton Regional High School will
sponsor its annual “Peppermint
Boutique” Craft Fair. Over 100
crafters will display original hand-
made crafts, including unique Vic-
torian items, as well as indoor and
outdoor holiday decorations.

The craft fair will run from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m., with the kitchen open all
day. Admission and parking will be
free.

Single Jewish Friends
Plan Lunch Outing

AREA – The Circle of Single
Jewish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet
and Eat Lunch on Sunday, Novem-
ber 27, at noon at Bertucci’s Res-
taurant, located at 889 St. Georges
Avenue in Woodbridge. The cost is
$3 plus the price of a meal off the
menu and tip. To respond, contact
Roberta at (908) 668-8450 or
roger678@optonline.net.

Best Friend Thrift Shop
To Hold Half-Price Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption will
have a 50-percent-off sale on all
merchandise in its thrift shop on
Friday and Saturday, November 25
and 26. Items $1 or less will be
regular price. Located at 1750 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains, the
store is open from 10:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. every day except Sun-
day and Monday.

Brand new scarves, shawls,
gloves, socks, belts, cologne and
perfume will be available, along
with many one-of-a-kind items,
small furniture, jewelry, col-
lectibles, books and knickknacks,
among other merchandise.

The Best Friend Rescue group is
a not-for-profit organization run
solely by volunteers. The group is
in need of donations of holiday
items, jewelry and new gift items.

Additionally, the shop is accepting
donations of dog and especially
cat food, canned and dry, as well as
much needed clumping litter for
its foster animals in need.

Best Friend’s annual bake sale
will be held on Saturday, Decem-
ber 10, at Schieferstein’s Farm,
located at 393 Madison Hill Road
in Clark. The group currently is
seeking donations of baked goods
to sell on the day of the event. This
will be Best Friend’s last fundraiser
of the year and will help the group
take care of its foster animals
through the winter months.

For more information, call (732)
388-8930 or view pets available for
adoption at bestfriend.petfinder.org.
Monetary donations are urgently
needed and appreciated and may be
sent to: Best Friend, P.O. Box 335,
Cranford, N.J. 07016.

NAMI Meeting to Address
Law Enforcement Nov. 29

WESTFIELD – The Union County
chapter of the National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI) will hold an
open and free informal discussion of
law enforcement training, methods,
management and socialization on
Tuesday, November 29, at 7:30 p.m.
It will take place at American Legion
Post No. 3, located at 1003 North
Avenue, West, in Westfield.

Lt. Jonathan Parham, a member of
the Linden Police Department and
veteran law enforcement officer of
20 years, will discuss attempts to
bridge the gap between the police
and mental health communities by
explaining the reasons for certain
police tactics. Lt. Parham currently is
assigned to the Professional Stan-
dards Division, where he supervises
the Criminal Intelligence Unit, the
Counter-Terrorism Unit and the Law
Enforcement Training Unit.

He is the founder and commander
of Linden’s Special Weapons and
Tactics team, former commander of
the Street Crimes Unit and an FBI
certified hostage negotiator, as well
as an adjunct instructor for the Na-
tional Tactical Officers Association,
the New Jersey Office of Homeland
Security and Preparedness, and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Snacks will be provided. For further
information or in the event of inclem-
ent weather, call (908) 233-1628 or e-
mail nami.union.nj@nami.org. Infor-
mation about the Union County chap-
ter of NAMI is available by visiting
nami-nj-uc.org.

St. Bart’s Rosarians
Plan Christmas Party
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rosary

Society of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church will
host their annual Christmas Party on
Monday, December 5, beginning at
7:30 p.m. in the school auditorium.

The Children’s Choir, under the
direction of Joanne Guerske, will en-
tertain attendees with holiday songs.
There also will be raffle prizes and a
50/50. Refreshments will be served.
St. Bartholomew Interparochial
School is located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Thanksgiving Service
Set For This Sunday
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church will hold a single
Thanksgiving service this Sunday,
November 20, at 10:30 a.m. The choir
will lead the singing of traditional
“Christ the King” hymns. The gospel
will be presented visually as well as
orally. Youngsters will hear an ex-
tended Children’s Message and will
have a special program in Sunday
school.

A Thanksgiving Feast will follow
the worship service. The Reverend
David Jahnke, pastor, has asked that
those wishing to attend make a res-
ervation by calling the church office
at (908) 889-8891.

The church will have joint holiday
services on Christmas Day and on
New Year’s Day. Service scheduling
will return to 9:30 a.m. and 11:15
a.m. on following Sundays.

All are welcome. The church is
located at the corner of Martine and
LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood. For
further information about the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891,
e-mail fanwoodpress@erols.com or
visit fanwoodpc.org.

Trinity Episcopal Welcomes
All to Thanksgiving Service
CRANFORD – The Trinity Episco-

pal Church will host the annual
Thanksgiving Service on Wednesday,
November 23, at 7 p.m. Sponsored by
the Cranford Clergy Council and the
Cranford Interfaith Human Relations
Committee, the service will be open to
all residents of Cranford and surround-
ing communities.

“People of all faiths will be gather-
ing together to give thanks to God
with prayers and hymns for the many
blessings we have received in our
lives,” said the Reverend Gina Walsh-
Minor, rector of Trinity Episcopal
Church. “At Trinity, we are espe-
cially thankful for being able to re-
turn to our church building after the
severe floods from Hurricane Irene.”

The service will be held at Trinity
Episcopal Church, located at the cor-
ner of North and Forest Avenues in
Cranford.

The Cranford Clergy Council con-
sists of clergypersons serving faith
communities with congregations in
the Cranford area, who choose to as-
sociate with one another for purposes
of fostering understanding, establish-
ing mutual support, increasing aware-
ness of issues and making appropriate
programs available to the community.

Members come from the following
faith communities: First Baptist Church,
Saint Mark AME Church, First Presby-
terian Church, Temple Beth-El Mekor

Chayim, Cranford United Methodist
Church, St. Michael’s Roman Catholic
Church, Calvary Lutheran Church,
Osceola Presbyterian Church and Trin-
ity Episcopal Church.

The Cranford Interfaith Human
Relations Committee is composed of
lay members of Cranford’s various
houses of worship that work with the
Clergy Council. Committee members
help plan and coordinate the service,
which will include performances by
the choirs of the faith communities
represented on the Council.

For more information about the
Thanksgiving Service, call the Trinity
Episcopal Church at (908) 276-4047.

Scout Food Drive
On Tap Saturday

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Cub Scout Pack No.
177 and Boy Scout Troop No. 177
2011 Food Drive will take place this
Saturday, November 19.

Local residents are asked to leave
non-perishable food items in a gro-
cery bag(s) by 9 a.m. Bags will be
picked up between 9 a.m. and noon
by the Scouts. All food collected will
be distributed by the Community
Presbyterian Church of Mountainside
to needy families at Thanksgiving.

Williams Nursery Plans Holiday Open House

Denise Jackson, Gift Shop manager, prepares for the open house

WESTFIELD – Williams Nursery,
524 Springfield Avenue, is happy to
announce our 26th Annual Gift Shop
Open House this Friday, November
18, through Sunday, November 20,
from 9 a.m. ’til 5 p.m.

Denise Jackson, the Gift Shop
manager, has added many new holi-
day items to the shop’s gift line and
this is the first opportunity to see
them. Some of the items include in-
door decorated wreaths, mirror swags

and garlands. These are adorned with
glass balls, silk hydrangeas, berries
and wire ribbons. All giftware will be
discounted 20 percent on these three
days. (Does not include Christopher
Radko ornaments.)

There also will be a special door
prize drawing for a gift basket worth
$100.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

BRAIN EXCERCISES…Thirteen 8th grade students at St. Bartholomew Acad-
emy recently participated in the 40th annual Scholastic Olympics held at Roselle
Catholic High School. The students competed against 8th grade students from 12
other Catholic schools in the subjects of Art, Religion, Science, Social Studies/
History, English, Spelling, Current Events, Mathematics and Forensics. Taeja
Chin placed 1st in Art, Mikayla Mitchell placed 3rd in History, Joseph Velarde
placed 2nd in Religion and Jessie Florendo placed 3rd in Science.

Firefighters Announce
Holiday Food Drive

WESTFIELD – Westfield Firemen’s
Mutual Benevolent Association
(F.M.B.A.) Local 30 has launched its
15th Annual Holiday Food Drive for
needy area residents. Non-perishable
food items will be accepted until 11
p.m. on Friday, December 2, at fire
headquarters, located at 405 North
Avenue, West, in Westfield.

The food baskets will be distributed
through local churches and civic orga-
nizations in time for the holidays.

During its first food drive in 1996,
Local 30 distributed holiday baskets
to approximately 75 families. In each
year since its inception, the holiday
food drive has grown in number. In
2010, the F.M.B.A. distributed 140
food baskets. F.M.B.A. Local 30 do-
nates one turkey and additional food,
as required, to complete each basket
given to a family.

The firefighters are asking for the
community’s help in successfully
accomplishing their goal, and ex-
pressed appreciation to all who have
contributed.


