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Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.G.

– Obituaries –Margaret Giffin, Longtime Resident;
Was Beloved Teacher in Westfield

Margaret Fearn Giffin of
Westfield, N.J. died peacefully at
home on Tuesday, November 8,
2011.

Born in Derby, England on June
6, 1925 to Violet Pool Fearn and
Ellis Fearn, Margaret was the
youngest of four children. She came
to Orange, N.J. after World War II
to marry John H. Giffin, whom she
met while he served in England in
the army. They lived in Mount Ta-
bor for 15 years before moving to
Westfield, where they have resided
for 46 years.

During this time, Margaret raised
five children and was a beloved
teacher at St. Paul’s Preschool and
Westfield Day Care. Margaret loved
all animals, especially horses, and
loved to vacation at the Jersey Shore.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, brother and sisters.

Surviving are her husband, John
H. Giffin of Westfield, and her chil-
dren, John E. Giffin and his wife,
Sally, of Frederick, Md., Marian
Giffin of Green Bay, Wis., Elizabeth

Denny and her husband, Craig, of
Winston-Salem, N.C., Philip Giffin
and his wife, Melissa, of Irvine, Ca-
lif., and Vivian Blair and her hus-
band, Eddie, of Holland Township,
N.J. Also surviving are 11 grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchildren.

Services were held on Saturday,
November 12, at St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church in Westfield. Interment
followed at the Garth at St. Paul’s
Church. Arrangements were by
Gray Funeral Directors of Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts
may be made to a local Humane
Society.
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Charles A. Brown, Jr., 73, Executive;
Adored Family Man, Avid Sports Fan

Charles A. Brown, Jr., 73, of
Westfield passed away peacefully on
Thursday, November 10, 2011, sur-
rounded by his family.

Born in Brooklyn,
N.Y. in 1938 to Charles
L. and Edna M. Brown,
he moved to Westfield
when he was 13 and at-
tended Holy Trinity
School. He served in the
United States Marine
Corps before going to
Saint Peter’s College,
where he graduated with
a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Accounting. He
later graduated first in
his class, earning a Juris
Doctorate from Seton
Hall Law School, where
he attended evening classes while
working for AT&T.

After 30 years with AT&T, Charles
retired and began the second chapter
of his working life, holding a posi-
tion in finance for NECA Corp and
most recently serving as president of
Phoenix Rising Agency.

Despite his many academic and
corporate achievements, Charles will
most be remembered for the passion
he had for his family and sports. He
devoted many years to coaching his
children in Westfield sports. Most
recently, he assisted coaching his
grandchildren in baseball, an experi-
ence that brought him great satisfac-
tion and pride.

Charles enjoyed Friday night poker
with his family and friends at his home

for many years and was an avid par-
ticipant in Fantasy Football Leagues
for over 20 years. He also was active in
the Holy Trinity Alumni Association.

Charles is survived
by his wife of 42 years,
Linda, as well as his
three children, son
Coady and his wife,
Tracy, of
Mountainside, son
Matthew of Hoboken
and daughter Heather
Brown Bartell and her
husband, Gregory, of
Bound Brook. He also
will be deeply missed
by his grandchildren,
who adored him,
Coady and Ashlyn
Brown and Mia Grace

Brown, and his favorite grand-
puppy, Kingston. He also is sur-
vived by his brother, Kenneth
Brown, and his family, of Westfield.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Tuesday, November 15,
at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Interment fol-
lowed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home of Westfield. To leave
a condolence, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Mountainside Youth Base-
ball, 1143 Peachtree Lane,
Mountainside, N.J. 07092.
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Kerry Stubbs to Perform
At Sisterhood Meeting

CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim has
announced that its annual Paid Up
Membership Meeting will be held
on Tuesday, November 29, at 8 p.m.
It will take place at the temple, lo-
cated at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford.

Kerry Stubbs, a classically trained
tenor, will entertain at the event. A
native of Jamaica, West Indies, and
currently a Kenilworth resident, he
has performed at venues ranging
from the Apollo Theatre to Carnegie
Hall. Mr. Stubbs received his Bach-
elor of Music degree in voice perfor-
mance from Westminster Choir Col-
lege in Princeton.

Mr. Stubbs teaches voice privately
and is a certified music educator in
the Elizabeth public school system.
He also is a member of the voice
faculty at the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts in Westfield.

Mr. Stubbs’ operatic roles include
Aeneas, in Dido and Aeneas; Jailer,
in Dialogue of the Carmelites; the
Brave in Sunset Trail, performed at
the Opera House in Geneva, N.Y.,
and Casper, in Amahl and the Night
Visitors. Other credits include the
Off Broadway production of The

Haggadah, at the Public Theatre,
produced by Joseph Papp and di-
rected by Elizabeth Swados;
Frederick, in The Pirates of
Penzance, and, most recently, as
Father in Children of Eden.

The gift shop will be open. Gift
cards, tribute cards, Torah Fund pins,
cookbooks and lucky lady tickets
will be available for purchase.

Sisterhood President Myra Stein will
conduct a short business meeting.

Membership Chairpersons Joan
Finkelstein and Mollie Sperling are
in charge of the evening’s program.

Hospitality Chairpersons Joan
Finkelstein, Jill Schultz and Sandi
Sussman will serve festive refresh-
ments.

For further information, call the
temple at (908) 276-9231.

Ann L. Voorhees
Ann L. Voorhees of Westfield

passed away peacefully on Thurs-
day, November 10, 2011, at Over-
look Medical Center in Summit.

Ann was born in Jamaica, N.Y. and
had lived in Westfield for most of her
life. She was employed with the Boy
Scouts of America, Watchung Coun-
cil for several years and more re-
cently worked for the Township of
South Orange.

Surviving are her children, James
G. Sabbagh and Victoria Menna and
her husband, Raymond. She also will
be deeply missed by her sister, Nancy
J. Voorhees, and her grandchildren,
Jacqueline, Rachel and Raymond.

Relatives and friends are kindly
invited to visit the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield, on Saturday, November
19, from 2 to 5 p.m. Interment will be
private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to either seeingeye.org or to
cjmmp.org scholarship fund.
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Lions Club Breakfast
On Tap This Sunday
GARWOOD – The Garwood Lions

Club will hold the organization’s an-
nual Pancake Breakfast this Sunday,
November 20, from 8 a.m. to noon. It
will take place at The Westwood, lo-
cated at 438 North Avenue in Garwood.

Admission will be $7 per person,
with children under age 6 admitted
free. The menu will include assorted
juices, homemade pancakes, bacon
and sausage, as well as tea or coffee.

Although best known for the col-
lection of used eyewear, the Lions
also raise funds for multiple ongoing
projects which serve the visually
impaired, scholarships for local resi-
dents, the borough’s annual Hallow-
een Parade and Senior Citizens Pic-
nic, as well as providing financial
support to youth baseball, educational
endeavors and Scouting.

For more information regarding
the upcoming breakfast or Lions
membership, call Lion Peggy Briggs
at (908) 654-4977.

ECF Seeks Granters
Of Sick Kids’ Wishes
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Emmanuel Cancer Foundation
(ECF) is seeking support from the
community to help fulfill the “Holi-
day Wish Lists” of children who
suffer from cancer.

Joseph and Susan Vizzoni, who
lost their son, Emmanuel, at the age
of 7 to cancer, established the non-
profit foundation in 1983. ECF strives
to preserve the quality of life for any
New Jersey family whose child has
been diagnosed with cancer.

According to Central Regional
Director Barbara Kopel, “These chil-
dren must face an ongoing daily
battle with this insidious disease and
we want to give them a very special
holiday – a time to forget about
cancer. The wish lists are in, but we
are in need of ‘wish granters.’”

Any company or organization in-
terested in helping with this en-
deavor is asked to call Ms. Kopel at
(908) 322-4323, extension no. 17.

William ‘Al’ Schaefer, Purchasing Mgr.;
Devoted Family Man and Army Veteran
William Allan (Al) Schaefer en-

tered into eternal rest on Saturday,
November 12, 2011, at the Center for
Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains, N.J.

Mr. Schaefer was born
on July 26, 1936 in
Irvington, N.J. Raised in
Springfield, N.J., he had
resided in Westfield for
the past 47 years.

Al served in the U.S.
Army from 1960 to 1962
and worked at Houdaille
Construction Materials
in Springfield for 24
years. He was a purchas-
ing manager for Ameri-
can Aluminum Com-
pany in Mountainside,
N.J. for the last 33 years.

Al was the beloved husband of
Nancy for 51 years; loving father of
Sharry Rubinetti and her husband,
John, of Bethlehem, Pa. and Laurie
Vaccaro and her husband, Willie, of
Westfield, N.J., and proud Pop-Pop
of Michael, Alex and Joey, his cher-
ished grandsons. Also surviving are

two brothers, David Eva (Judith) of
Murrells Inlet, S.C. and John Eva
(MaryBeth) of New Port Richey, Fla.,
and several nieces and nephews.

Relatives and friends are
kindly invited to attend the
visitation from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday,
November 17, at Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East
Broad Street in Westfield
(www.grayfuneralhomes.com,
to offer condolences).

Funeral services will
begin at 10 a.m. tomor-
row, Friday, November
18, at the First United
Methodist Church, 1 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Interment will follow at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Al was a man of great fortitude and
integrity. He fought a valiant battle
and will be missed by everyone who
knew him.

Memorial donations may be made to
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
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Joan R. Gibson, 80, Enjoyed Travel;
Cherished Her Family and Friends

Joan R. Gibson (née Joan Marie
Robilotto), 80, of Mountainside, N.J.,
beloved wife, mother and grand-
mother, passed away quietly in her
home on Friday, November 11, 2011.

Born in Greenwich Village, New
York City, Joan was the eldest child
of the late John D. and Elvira R.
Robilotto (née Rolla). Her sister,
Vera, and brother, Michael, prede-
ceased her.

Joan graduated from St. Lawrence
Academy (1948) and Lasell College
(1950). She was married to the late
James F. Gibson (1931-2008), an in-
ternational shipping executive. They
enjoyed a fulfilling life together with
their extended family and friends,
including many trips throughout 55
years of marriage. A great adventure
that shaped their lives included six
years in Asia, at a time when travel
abroad with three children was an
unusual occurrence (1960s).

Joan is survived by her three chil-
dren, Margaret Adams of Berkeley
Heights, N.J., Susan Alvarez of To-
kyo, Japan and Watchung, N.J., and
John Gibson of Fanwood, N.J.

Joan excelled at raising and advis-
ing her children, no matter their age;
she was so very proud of their inde-
pendent and varied paths. She also
held her sons-in-law and daughter-
in-law (Steve, Tony Pernilla and
Sharon) in high regard and loved

them dearly. Joan enjoyed the love
and accomplishments of her eight
grandchildren, Ben, Alex, Emma,
Sam, Mike, Joe, Joanie and Julia. She
lived her life with a spirit of adven-
ture, goodwill and matter-of-fact
common sense and a devotion to St.
Therese. She enjoyed the many
friendships made along the way in
Greenwich Village; Monroe, N.Y.;
Newtonville, Mass.; Tokyo;
Singapore; Bangkok; Hawaii and
London. Mrs. Gibson enjoyed cook-
ing and gardening, and was a stead-
fast member of the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church of
Mountainside. She will be missed by
all who knew her.

The family will receive their friends
today, Thursday, November 17, from
2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. at Dooley
Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield, N.J. A
Funeral Mass will take place tomor-
row, Friday, November 18, at 10 a.m.
at The Shrine of Saint Joseph, 1050
Long Hill Road, Stirling, N.J. Inter-
ment will be at Saint Columba Cem-
etery in Chester, N.Y.

The family requests that donations
be made to Saint John’s Soup Kitchen,
Saint John’s Church, 22 Mulberry
Street, Newark, N.J. 07102-5202, or
to cystic fibrosis at https://
www.cff.org/.
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Solar Radio Research to Be
Topic For AAI Tomorrow

CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-
mers, Inc. will hold its monthly meet-
ing tomorrow, Friday, November 18,
at 8 p.m. in the Roy Smith Theater
on the Cranford campus of Union
County College, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue.

Professor Dale Gary, an astro-
physicist and AAI member, will be
the guest speaker. He will discuss
“Solar Radio Research and the
EOVSA.”

In 2009, the National Science Foun-
dation received $3 billion in stimulus
funds with instructions to spend it
within one fiscal year. In response, a
special program, entitled “Major
Research Instrumentation – Recov-
ery and Reinvestment” (MRI-R-
squared) was announced. Through
that program, Professor Gary was
awarded $5.1 million for a major
expansion of New Jersey Institute of
Technology’s solar radio observatory,
the Owens Valley Solar Array. This
project, called the Expanded Owens
Valley Solar Array (EOVSA), is to be
completed in time for the current
solar cycle maximum in 2013.

His talk will describe some of
today’s most compelling solar re-
search problems, what kind of in-
strument is needed to address these
problems and how EOVSA is de-
signed to play a major role in a new
era of radio solar physics.

Following the presentation, attend-
ees will be invited to join AAI mem-
bers at the William Miller Sperry
Observatory for refreshments and
the chance to look through the two
largest amateur telescopes in the
northeast (weather permitting).

Sperry Observatory is open to the
public every Friday evening, rain or
shine, between 7:30 and 10:30 p.m.
for an informal talk and observing.
Admission and parking are free.

On Saturday, November 19, AAI
will be at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside for a
lecture and star party from 7 to 9
p.m. For directions and details, see
Trailside’s website, ucnj.org/
trailside. Further information about
AAI is available at asterism.org or
by calling (908) 276-STAR.

Holiday House Tour
Set For December 4

PLAINFIELD – The Van Wyck
Brooks Historic District will present
“An Old Fashioned Christmas House
Tour 2011” on Sunday, December 4,
from noon to 6 p.m.

The tour will feature nine historic
Plainfield homes decked out in Christ-
mas finery, with architectural styles
ranging from Second Empire, Queen
Anne, Tudor, Colonial Revival and
Spanish Revival, among others.

This event is designed for adults
and children over 12. Guests will be
treated to daytime viewing of the
many exterior details featured on
these homes and the evening lights of
Christmas decorating, plus interior
details and workmanship.

For the first time, there will be a
Christmas ornament and 2012 calen-
dar of the grand homes in the district,
both of which will be available to
purchase at one of the homes on the
tour. Quantities are limited.

Advance sale tickets are $20, avail-
able at Swain Galleries, 703
Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, (908)
756-1708; Ahree’s Coffee Roastery,
104 Elm Street, Westfield, (908)753-
0922, and online at vwbhd.org/
V W B H D _ W e b s i t e /
Christmas_House_Tour.html.

Tickets will be $25 on the day of the
tour, available from noon to 4:30 p.m.
at 946 Madison Avenue in Plainfield.
For more information, go to vwbhd.org.

Beverly Fink, 86, Loved Her Family,
Entertaining, Theater and Travel

Beverly Fink, 86, passed away on
Monday, November 14, at her home
in Westfield. While she was origi-
nally from Providence, R.I., later liv-
ing in Miami Beach, Fla., and had
been a resident of Westfield since
1958, she always considered herself
a proud New Englander.

She was born in Rhode Island in
1924, loving daughter of Barney and
Essie (Wasserman) Flink. She at-
tended the University of Miami. She
was a devoted mother, grandmother
and friend. She loved to entertain,
attend theater and travel and was a
life member of Hadassah.

Surviving are her loving son,
Howard, and daughter-in-law,
Joanna, of Manalapan; daughter,
Carroll Jacoby (Steven) of
Pleasanton, Calif., and adored grand-
children, Julia Jacoby Sallick (Philip)

of Sydney, Australia, David Jacoby
of Pleasanton, Calif., Robert Fink of
Sayreville and Daniel Fink of
Manalapan. Her husband, Elliot Fink,
predeceased her in 1991.

A memorial/remembrance will be
held on Sunday, November 20, at 1
p.m. at Beverly’s home in Westfield.
Private arrangements are by Gray
Funeral Home of Westfield.

The family is setting up a scholar-
ship fund in her memory at the Acad-
emy for Urban Leadership Charter
High School in Perth Amboy where
her grandson, Robert, serves on the
board of trustees. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made out to “The
Beverly Fink Memorial Scholarship
Fund” and mailed to AUL, 612
Amboy Avenue, Perth Amboy, N.J.
08861.
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Temple to Conduct
Annual Turkey Drive
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-

El, located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield, will hold its 10th An-
nual Thanksgiving Turkey Drive to
benefit needy families in Union
County. Members of the community
are asked to bring frozen turkeys in a
tied plastic bag, along with canned
and packaged goods suitable for
Thanksgiving (no glass containers),
to the temple parking lot during the
following dates and times:

Sunday, November 20, 8:30 a.m. to
1:15 p.m.; Monday, November 21, 9
to 9:30 a.m., 2:30 to 3 p.m., 5 to 6 p.m.,
and Tuesday, November 22, 9 to 9:30
a.m., 2:30 to 3 p.m., 5 to 7:15 p.m.

The food will be distributed by Yes,
We Care Soup Kitchen, The Mandy
Reichman Feeding Program and mem-
bers of Temple Emanu-El. For more
information, contact Carolyn Shane,
executive director, at (908) 232-6770,
extension no. 114, or
cshane@tewnj.org, or visit tewnj.org.

Grace Marino, Avid Cook Who Enjoyed
Time Spent With Family and Friends

Grace Marino died peacefully in
her home in Westfield, N.J. on Mon-
day, November 14, 2011. Her son,
daughter and grandson were at her
bedside at the time of her death.
Her husband, Frank, to whom she
was married for 46 years, prede-
ceased her in 1994. Grace had two
siblings, Sabina Mottolese and
Michael Bottalico, who also are
deceased.

Grace was a devoted mother to
her four children, Maria Jackson
and her husband, Jim, Frank
Marino, Charles Marino and his
wife, Melissa, and Michael Marino
and his wife, Colleen. She was a
doting grandmother to Jim and
Matthew Jackson, Christopher,
Courtney, Elise, Gregory, Meredith,
Michael and Sage Marino, and
great-grandmother to Kira and
Kayla Jackson and Robert
Unchester.

She was an avid cook and loved
to entertain family and friends. She

enjoyed trips to Atlantic City and
playing cards with her family. Grace
fulfilled a lifelong dream when she
traveled to Italy to visit the home of
her ancestors. She lived a full and
happy life surrounded by those she
loved and who loved her.

Relatives and friends may attend
the visitation tomorrow, Friday, No-
vember 18, from 4 to 8 p.m. at
Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake Fu-
neral Home, 582 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

A Funeral Mass will be at 10 a.m.
on Saturday, November 19, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment will be at St.
Anthony’s Cemetery in Nanuet, N.Y.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made in her memory to Butterfly
Wishes, c/o: Homeside Hospice, 67
Walnut Avenue, Suite 205, Clark,
N.J. 07066.

Condolences can be sent to the fam-
ily at www.higginsandbonner.com.
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Joan L. Scheurer
Joan L. Scheurer (née Longstreet)

of Clark, N.J., formerly of Westfield,
N.J., passed away at home on Tues-
day, November 15, 2011.

Joan was a devoted and loving
mother and grandmother to her fam-
ily. She dedicated her life to them.
Her parents, Claude and Sylvia
Longstreet, and her sister, Ruth
Zhelesnik, predeceased her.

She is survived by her sons and
daughter, Robert and his wife, Diane,
of Portland, N.D., Richard and his
wife, Susan, of Westfield, N.J. and
Kristine of Clark, N.J.; her brother,
Claude Longstreet, and his wife, Vir-
ginia, of St. Cloud, Fla.; her three
grandsons, Kevin, Thomas and Ian,
and several nieces and nephews.

Family and friends are welcome
to visit on Sunday, November 20,
from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. at Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Funeral services
will be on Monday, November 21,
at 11 a.m. at the funeral home. In-
terment will follow at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in her name to Compas-
sionate Care Hospice, 66 Mt. Pros-
pect Avenue, Suite 200, Clifton,
N.J. 07013.
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