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Residents Invited to Comment on
Westfield’s Sanitary Code Revisions

WHS Marching Band Is One Of
Great Things About Westfield

The Westfield Board of Health met
on November 7 and approved a re-
vised sanitary code for first reading.
The code addresses the powers of the
Board of Health, which is an autono-
mous body in town with primary
responsibility for policy decisions and
ordinances regarding public health.
The code includes sections concern-
ing the following: animals and rabies
control, including mandatory dog and
cat licensing; commercial food and
beverage safety, including food ven-
dor inspections; solid waste and sew-
age disposal, including mandatory
garbage pick-up; communicable dis-
ease prevention and control; exterior
lead paint removal; building sanita-
tion and heating; and noise control.
Town residents can review the pro-
posed sanitary code on the Westfield
Regional Health Department website
www.westfieldnj.gov/health.

The health department currently
offers free routine medical examina-
tions to any child without health in-
surance or who is underinsured. These
children are also eligible to receive
age-appropriate vaccinations for free.
These vaccinations include diphthe-
ria-tetanus-pertussis (Tdap), hepati-
tis A, hepatitis B, haemophilus influ-
enza B, human papilloma virus
(HPV), measles-mumps-rubella,
meningococcal meningitis, polio,
pneumococcal, rotavirus and vari-
cella (chickenpox). The Tdap and
HPV vaccines are also available at no
cost for all children in town regard-
less of insurance status. In addition,
the department offers flu vaccina-
tions to all residents, including the
high dose flu vaccine for persons
over 65 years old and the preserva-
tive free flu vaccine for children un-
der the age of three, for a $10 fee.
Please call Laura Scanlon, the public

health nursing supervisor, at (908)
789-4070, extension 4074 to make
an appointment to receive any of these
services.

The health department is sponsor-
ing free lung function spirometry
screening for lung disease (including
emphysema and chronic obstructive
lung disease) with Overlook Medical
Center on Thursday, December 8,
from 10 a.m. to noon in the municipal
building. The department is also spon-
soring cholesterol screening with
Overlook on Thursday, January 12
from 10 a.m. to noon in the municipal
building (there is a $10 fee). In addi-
tion, residents can attend free weekly
blood pressure screenings. For more
information about these programs and
to register, please call Ms. Scanlon at
(908) 789-4070, extension 4074.

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health.

The complete minutes of the No-
vember 7 meeting will be posted af-
ter review and approval at our De-
cember 5 meeting, which starts at
5:30 p.m. in the municipal building.
As always, residents are invited to the
meeting to comment on the proposed
sanitary code or other issues.

Lawrence Budnick, M.D.
President, Westfield Bd. of HealthThe Westfield High School March-

ing Band has once again represented
the town with distinction during the
past several weeks. Beginning with a
first place finish at the Hillsborough
band competition on Wednesday,
November 2, followed by a rousing
performance during the Immaculata
football game on Saturday, Novem-
ber 5, leading to a highly respectable
top-10 finish at the New Jersey State
Band Championships later on the
same evening. The band then took
their show on the road to the Magic
Kingdom in Disney World, Fla.,
where they honorably represented
Westfield in the parade on Saturday,
November 12.

Anyone that has not seen the band
perform will have one last chance at
the annual Thanksgiving football
game against Plainfield. I recommend
that you do not miss it. The hard
work, practice, dedication and bril-
liant direction of the band staff pro-
duce an exceptional and entertaining
performance.

The new band director, Chris Vitale,
and his hard working staff, including
assistant director James Doyle, have
created a remarkable combination of
movement and sound. The students,
led by drum majors Tara Bange and
Michael Aronson, consistently pro-

duce high quality music while dis-
playing an eye-grabbing intricate
marching style so precise that they
seem to be a single lock-step entity.

Special recognition should also be
given to the color guard led by Zoe
Korunow and Barrie Knapp. Their
animated, colorful and synchronized
routines are in perfect harmony to the
band’s music and movements. They
are group that practices hard – and it
shows in the quality and enthusiasm
of their performances.

Behind the scenes, a small army of
parents, friends and volunteers help
keep the band operations humming.
Kudos to you all – this year’s fine
performances of the band are reflec-
tions of all of your hard work and
dedication. From fund raising to uni-
form and equipment maintenance as
well as providing food and water on
performance days – it all works like
one well-oiled machine. Even the
pit-crew was recognized for an award
at one of the band’s earlier competi-
tions in South Plainfield.

The Westfield High School March-
ing Band is truly one of the great
things about this town. Every week
the band exhibits the high quality of
our youth and the positive results of a
well-run program. Each and every
band member is an extraordinarily
talented individual dedicated to team-
work and the sacrifices necessary to
make the whole greater than the sum
of its parts. The entire town should
truly be proud of this group and thank-
ful for their contribution to the great
image of Westfield.

The Marching Blue Devils –
Westfield pride on display!

Frank Dougert,
Westfield

Redevelopment of Fanwood Started
Under Previous Borough Mayors

In all due respect to Fanwood’s
Mayor, Colleen Mahr, we are pleased
that the borough’s South Avenue cor-
ridor redevelopment projects are be-
ing recognized by the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs
(DCA) in their new edition of The
Redevelopment Handbook, A Guide
to Rebuilding New Jersey Communi-
ties. However, there are certain inac-
curacies in the article published in
the Suburban News. The redevelop-
ment of our downtown was first be-
gun by Mayor Ted Trumpp and Coun-
cil in the 1970’s and followed by
Mayors Pat Kuran, Linda Stender,
Maryann Connelly and Lou Jung.

With regard to “healthy and steady
redevelopment success,” the Dean Oil
property is contaminated and may
never be remediated. The Livingston-
Wilbur site also had evidence of car-
cinogenic contamination. Under
Mayor Jung’s administration, one of
the leading developers had employ-
ees with connections with DEP and
ECRA and would have had the con-

tamination issues addressed. The win-
dow of opportunity closed in the mid-
2000s and the redevelopment oppor-
tunities have been slow in coming
due to the politicizing of downtown
redevelopment. There were over 20
community input meetings, many of
which were televised, before Mayor
Mahr took office. There was no need
to spend two more years with more
meetings and completely redoing the
downtown plan.

With regard to “eminent domain,”
Mayor Jung and the Council approved
a redevelopment plan with no men-
tion of “eminent domain.” The desig-
nated developer was to buy property
and/or form partnerships with the
property owners in the downtown.

Congratulations to Mayor Mahr
for her efforts on building upon what
each previous mayor, to some de-
gree, had done toward Fanwood’s
downtown redevelopment.

Clayton S. Pierce
Fanwood

“Find what brings you joy and go there” 
 

 
 

Find Nirvana.  Get vacation sleep EVERY night!  Let us build you your perfect 
mattress.  We have over 30 years of mattress building experience, right here in 

your neighborhood. 

YYou order it… we build it… we deliver it!  

 
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ * 908-322-4178 

www.mattressfac.com  
Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5 

  Scan here with your 
smart phone to 
enter our giveaway 
of an Amazon Kindle Made in U.S.A.

Day and Evening Appointments Most Insurance Plans Accepted
Interest Free Financing Flexible Payments Options

Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave Scotch Plains NJ

  TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

For Kids 
Exam  digital x-rays  

Cleaning  fluoride 

New patients only  Reg. $220 

expires 12/31/11 WL 

For Adults 
Exam  digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only  Reg. $295 

 Expires 12/31/11 WL 

TTTTime ime ime ime is running out is running out is running out is running out tttto o o o 

use youruse youruse youruse your dental  dental  dental  dental 

insurance benefits insurance benefits insurance benefits insurance benefits 

and/or flex and/or flex and/or flex and/or flex     

spending accountsspending accountsspending accountsspending accounts....    
    

CCCCall all all all for an for an for an for an 

appointment today!appointment today!appointment today!appointment today!    

Westfield Councilman Frank Arena
Thanks You and His Campaign Team
I wanted to take this time and thank

you for giving me the opportunity to
serve as your First Ward councilman
for another four years. As I’ve said to
many of you before, it is an honor and
privilege to be on the town council. I
will continue to serve the people of
Westfield with trust, openness and
honesty second to none. And I will
continue to work closely with the
mayor and council to maintain our
fiscal responsibility while also keep-
ing Westfield one of the most desir-
able places to live in New Jersey.

Campaigning takes a lot of time
and effort and with that I would like
to commend my opponent, Tim Van
Epp, for running for office. But not
just Tim, I take my hat off to all those
that ran for our town council as it
demonstrates the spirit of
volunteerism that Mayor Andy
Skibitsky so often mentions that sets
our town apart from so many others.
In fact, many people across the state
recognize Andy’s leadership of our
town so his time and unrelenting sup-
port of my campaign on so many
fronts is something I can’t appreciate
enough and is something I will al-

ways remember.
I would also like to give special

thanks to my campaign treasurer, Tom
Ripperger and the rest of my cam-
paign team; Sal Caruana, Pete
Echausse, Councilman Sam Della
Fera and Councilman Keith Loughlin.
And to my friends that volunteered
their time to my campaign including
Shawn and Tracy Hanna, Mike
Schuman, Andy Wasserman and Marc
Luino. Thanks!

And to the young volunteers that
may have not been old enough to
vote, but helped me to victory, thank
you too. These young men and
women include Courtney Day, Sarah
Wasserman, Bradley DeMartino,
Patrick Decker, Matt Storcks and
Marc Luino, Jr.

And last but not least, to my won-
derful wife and kids Lori, Carli and
Christopher. We do it all for you.

Again, thank you for putting your
trust in me and I wish you and your
families all the best.

Frank Arena
Westfield First Ward Councilman

farena@westfieldnj.gov

Letters to the Editor

Joe Boscia of Westfield
Promoted to Army
Lieutenant Colonel

Joe "JB" Boscia was promoted to
Lieutenant Colonel in the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers on October 1. He
is currently on a two-year tour in South-
east England as a senior instructor,
engineer intelligence, in the British
Royal School of Military Engineer-
ing. As a U. S. exchange officer on the
school's faculty, JB teaches newly com-
missioned Royal engineer lieutenants.
At a promotion ceremony, Brigadier
(General) Steve Hodder, the Com-
mandant of the Royal School of Mili-
tary Engineering, pinned on Lt.
Col.Boscia's new rank insignia, silver
Oak Leaves. His wife Nancy, and chil-
dren Alexis and Joseph will also as-
sisted in the ceremony.

JB attended Holy Trinity School in
Westfield, and was commissioned as
an Army officer when he graduated
from the University of Dayton with a
BS in Electrical Engineering. He has
been on active duty for 16 years, and
has served tours in Afghanistan and
Iraq. His parents, Joe and Sue Boscia
of Westfield, and brother Tony, spent
three weeks with the family in En-
gland in August/September.

Lt. Col. Joe Boscia

Holiday Helping
The Westfield Firemen's Mutual

Benevolent association (F.M.B.A.)
Local No. 30 will begin its 15th An-
nual Holiday Food Drive this month
for needy area residents. Non-per-
ishable food items will be accepted at
Fire Headquarters, 405 North Av-
enue, West, until 11p.m. on Friday
December 3.

The food baskets will be distrib-
uted through local churches and civic
organizations in time for the holi-
days. In its first food drive in 1996, 75
families received help. In 2010, 140
received food baskets.

Garwood Pancake
Breakfast on Sunday
The Garwood Lions Club will be

holding their annual Pancake Break-
fast on Sunday, November 20, from 8
a.m. to noon at The Westwood on
North Avenue. The menu includes
juices, pancakes, bacon, sausage, tea
and coffee for $7 per person (free for
children under 6).


