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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

SHORTEST DAY OF
THE YEAR: IT WAS

MARCH 13, 2011

SHORTEST DAY
OF THE YEAR?

DUNNO...

It’s Dark Now And Pedestrians
Encounter Increased Danger

Winter and daylight savings time result in gray
afternoons and dark evenings in our area. Night
approaches quickly this time of the year. The end of
December will be here very shortly, and this is the
shortest daytime of the year. Many don’t adjust well
to this sudden change in loss of daylight.

When everyone leaves work during this time of
year, it’s dark. It’s hard to see while driving and it’s
particularly hard to see pedestrians. Pedestrians also
don’t see very well, aren’t as aware as they need to
be, and assume drivers see them. This condition has
resulted in unfortunate pedestrian deaths over the
last few years.

The busy local thoroughfares, such as North Av-
enue and East Broad Street in Westfield, have proven
to be particularly dangerous. Martine and Park Av-
enues in Scotch Plains are equally busy. These
streets are uniquely laden with both cars and pedes-
trians.

It’s the most dangerous combination – many cars,
many pedestrians and dark evenings.

We appeal to everyone to be extremely alert –
drivers and pedestrians both. There’s more everyone
can do to help avoid tragedy. Please wear bright
colored and reflective clothing while walking. Cross
on streets only where it is legal and safe. Please do
not “J-Walk!” Every time you cross the street, as-
sume that drivers don’t see you because they prob-

ably don’t.
Take the time to remind your children to always

cross at the cross walks, and if you’re thinking about
buying yourself or the kids new winter coats, try to
buy bright colors.

Drivers, in their normal rush to get home, should
remember how unsafe it is this time of year. Expect
pedestrians to do unusual things because they will.

Remember not to pass on the right through the leaf
piles, as children may be at play. There are tree limbs
everywhere now too. As the winter weather rolls in,
ice and snow are bound to make road conditions
worse; take it slow and stay alert.

Joggers and bicyclists need to be more on guard,
too, because of the diminished visibility. Make sure
the reflectors on your bicycles are cleaned off and in
good condition. Both joggers and cyclists should
consider purchasing and wearing a blinking light to
make them more visible.

Please remember that many “out of town” cars
pass through the area all the time. These drivers do
not know the conditions of our local roads or the
busyness of pedestrian travel. They won’t be as alert
as you.

We’d like to hear your suggestions on this issue.
Please e-mail editor@goleader.com. Let’s make

our wintertime as safe as possible this year by
staying alert.

Leader Editorial Was A Character
Assassination of BOE President

I was outraged upon reading your
editorial and I say, “Shame on The
Westfield Leader” for impugning the
integrity of the retiring BOE presi-
dent, Julia Walker, through the use of
unsubstantiated innuendo. In your
editorial, you list the reasons Mrs.
Walker has given for her retirement
(full-time employment and family
obligations), but then you note that,
“the board has undertaken a forensic
audit to review monies that may have
been lost as part of the bid-rigging
scheme.” You follow by rhetorically
asking if Mrs. Walker’s stated rea-
sons are the only reason for retiring,
or “Does Mrs. Walker fear a public
backlash when the forensic account-

ing report is made public?” What on
earth made you draw that conclu-
sion? You have no right to engage in
character assassination at any level,
whether it be direct or by innuendo,
without documenting information
that leads you to make such a charge.

Mrs. Walker has served on the BOE
for perhaps eight years, two as presi-
dent. She has shown enormous dedi-
cation to Westfield in this voluntary
position and has had an exemplary
record over that whole period. You
owe her and the community of
Westfield an apology.

Austin Sayre
Westfield

Rake and Hoe Garden
Club Thanked for Blue
Star Memorial Markers

As former Westfield
councilpersons, we would like to
thank The Rake and Hoe Garden
Club of Westfield for undertaking the
creation of The Blue Star Memorial
Marker honoring our veterans, ser-
vicemen and women on the corner of
Shadowlawn Drive and Rahway Av-
enue.

The ladies have spent many months
working on this project, with the dedi-
cation on 11/11 2011. Shadowlawn
Park now looks absolutely beautiful.
The Blue Star Memorial Highway
and By-way roadside plantings and
the Blue Star Memorials at Veterans
Hospitals and National Cemeteries
are living memorials to all who have
served, are serving or will serve in the
nation’s armed forces.

A special thanks to Gayle Lechner
for leading this effort, as well as all
who participated in the dedication.

James and Beverly Caldora
Westfield

Let Us Keep In Mind Our Servicemen
And Women in Afghanistan And Iraq
Editor’s Note: The following are

remarks delivered by Pete Hogaboom,
chairman of the Martin Wallberg
American Legion Post No. 3,
Westfield, at Friday’s Veterans’ Day
Ceremony in Westfield.

On Memorial Day in May we honor
all our dead and wounded veterans.
Veterans Day is a legal holiday set
aside to honor all veterans, which
includes those we honor on Memo-
rial Day as well as all living veterans.

The Support Our Troops Commit-
tee at our Legion Post has just sent it’s
50th shipment of 10 cases of goods to
the war zones of Iraq and Afghani-
stan; that’s 500 cases shipped to date!
October’s shipment went to four lo-
cal servicemen and to a group of 12
female Marines in Afghanistan. In
this time of economic downturn, our
donations have slowed. We are work-
ing hand to mouth, so to speak, be-
cause of our shipping costs; dona-
tions are needed and greatly appreci-
ated. If you can send a check to the
Post at 1003 North Ave, West, and
make it out to “American Legion/
Support Our Troops.” It will help us
to continue our shipments. Our troops
love to receive goods from home! It’s
a great morale builder!

I may say something now that is
politically incorrect, but I consider it

patriotically correct. National unem-
ployment is 9 percent; the unemploy-
ment rate of returning veterans is 12
percent. Washington, D.C. is coming
up with a lame program to help, which
has already been tried and proven
unsuccessful. My thought is this, with
a lot of so-called foreign cars being
made in the USA by American Labor
and some so-called American cars
being made in Canada or Mexico, we
can help Americans and hopefully
returning veterans get a job by buy-
ing cars assembled by American la-
bor in the United States of America.
On the drivers door jam of most autos
it will state where the vehicle was
made. Before you buy take the time
to check it out for the sake of our
returning veterans. After all these re-
turning heroes have made sacrifices
of blood and, in to many cases, death
to keep our country safe from terror-
ists! May God bless each and every
one of them!

Let us keep in mind the thousands
of our service men and women fight-
ing the War against Terrorism in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. May their mis-
sions be successful so they come
home in peace!

Peter Hogaboom
Westfield

Britt Thanks Voters But Says
Turnout Numbers Must Improve

With the election concluded, I want
to give thanks to all who participated
in our local election in Fanwood.
While I will individually thank those
who assisted in my campaign for
mayor, I want to express my appre-
ciation to both those who voted for
me and those who came out to vote
for the other team.

The act of voting is an affirmation
of our democracy. It is what connects
us to the principles of the American
Revolution and the civic efforts of
our ancestors for over 225 years. And
it allows the people to make choices
on the future direction of our com-
munities. Only 40 percent of our resi-
dents exercised their right to vote last
week. We have to seriously improve
that participation in the future.

I also want to publicly thank my

running mates, Jason Benedict and
Nicole Cole, for joining me in a spir-
ited effort to give the voters a choice.
They showed their understanding of
the local issues, a determination to
communicate with residents, and
good sportsmanship in this challenge.
They will be back in front of the
voters again.

And finally, I want to thank the
editor and staff of the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Times for their work on the
Special Election Issue that was mailed
to all homes in Fanwood. A free press
that covers issues and events in our
communities is another important
aspect of our democracy that we need
to recognize and support.

Joe Britt
Fanwood Mayoral Candidate

Thank You Garwood
Voters for Support

Thank you for your support and
thank you for your vote of confi-
dence. We are very excited to con-
tinue serving Garwood for the next
three years. We will do the best we
can to live up to your expectations
and to achieve our campaign prom-
ises. The best interest of Garwood is
at the heart of the matter and Garwood
is in our hearts. We will do our very
best for the residents of Garwood,
providing transparency in our actions,
honesty in our communications, and
as always, the willingness to listen to
you and your concerns.

Louis Petruzzelli,
Sara Todisco, Garwood Council

Westfield Marching Band Is
Pride And Class of Westfield

LoGrippo: Thanks for Placing Your
Trust In Me by Electing Me to Council

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank the residents of the 3rd
Ward for electing me to the town
council. I am very honored and
humbled by this opportunity, and am
very excited to continue serving the
community. The support you have
shown me over the past several months
has been remarkable, and I truly ap-
preciate the trust you have placed in
me and will do my best to exceed
your expectations.

Westfield is a great town, and a
truly wonderful place to live and raise
our families. We are fortunate to be a
part of a strong community and it is
my goal to continue to build on its
strengths and lead in a manner that is
responsive and effective.

I will continue to provide service to
the residents of Westfield that is rooted
in strong leadership and honest gov-
ernment. One of the many things I
learned while I was campaigning is
that Westfield residents are commit-
ted to keeping the town prosperous
and strong, a true sentiment to

Westfield’s long history of dedicated
leaders and civic servants.

I am committed to controlling town
spending so that families and seniors
can afford to flourish in Westfield
and will continue to keep public safety
a major priority. I will ask that you,
the residents, are actively engaged in
ensuring best practices for all current
and future projects.

I will remain committed to all resi-
dents, as well as our town employees.
I firmly believe the way to offer inno-
vative, new strategies is to first en-
gage in thoughtful dialogues, sup-
port decision making with evidence
and always consider all options.

Thank you again for placing your
trust in me by electing me to repre-
sent Westfield and the residents of the
3rd Ward. If you would like to reach
me, please contact me directly at (908)
232-0822 or at
mlogrippo@westfieldnj.gov.

Mark LoGrippo
3rd Ward Councilman

I write as a proud parent and resi-
dent of the Town of Westfield to com-
mend the Westfield High School
Marching Band, its director Christo-
pher Vitale, assistants James Doyle
and George Nimmo, Color Guard
instructors Cheryl Gillick and Sean
Coffey, the Marching Band Parents
Association, and the many parent
volunteers on a fun, exciting, and
successful season.

The Marching Band’s show this
year was an adaptation of Modest
Mussorgsky’s “Pictures at an Exhibi-
tion.” This is a complex piece of
music, yet the Marching Band played
it with great flair. It was impressive to
see the Marching Band improve as

the season progressed. By the end of
the season, the Marching Band scored
very well at head-to-head competi-
tions with other bands.

 The Marching Band also added
extra excitement to the already ac-
tion-packed Blue Devil home foot-
ball games. Most impressive of all,
however, was the end-of-season trip
to Disney World in Orlando. I cannot
adequately express the emotions I
felt as I watched the Marching Band
proceed up Main Street in the Magic
Kingdom playing a medley of patri-
otic tunes. This truly was a magical
moment. The announcer at
Westfield’s home football games in-
troduces the Marching Band as the
“pride and class of Westfield.” I agree
wholeheartedly.

Joe Aronds
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zingaro – A gipsy
2. Hystricine – Resembling a porcu-

pine
3. Notonectal – Having the back below

in swimming, as certain insects
4. Remex – A large quill feather of a

bird’s wing

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SOUTER
1. Selection or appointment by lot
2. A shoemaker
3. A lady’s maid or maidservant, espe-

cially one involved in intrigue
4. The striking part of a flail

IATROLOGY
1. The study of prehistoric birds
2. The science of medicine
3. The study of the anatomy of fishes
4. The study of eye diseases and care

OEUVRES
1. Literary works
2. Eggs
3. A genus of dipterous insects whose

larvae infest the nasal passages of sheep;
a gadfly

4. A drink resembling mead, com-
posed of wine and honey, drunk by the
ancient Greeks

TERPSICHOREAN
1. A non web-spinning spider that

catches it prey by use of its swiftness
2. A traitor; turncoat
3. A dancer
4. Animals having strong, thick entire

shells, as oysters and clams

See more letters on page 5

Congratulations to Newly Elected
We congratulate the winners of this past week’s Gen-

eral Election — Mayor Colleen Mahr in Fanwood, Mayor-
elect Ellen Dickson in Summit as well as those elected or
reelected to seats on the Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood,
Garwood and Mountainside town councils. We also thank
the voters and congratulate those that contended, though
losing. Good luck to all.

At the state level, kudos to Senators Tom Kean, Jr. and
Nick Scutari as well as Assembly members Jon Bramnick,
Nancy Munoz, Linda Stender and Jerry Green on their
victories. Congratulations to Freeholders Angel Estrada,
Chris Hudak and Freeholder-elect Vernell Wright.

While this election was not for President or Governor,
it did decide all 120 seats on the State Legislature, as well
local races for mayor in Fanwood, Summit and Kenilworth
as well council seats throughout the county and for the
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Voter turnout is spiraling down — very worrisome. The
22 percent turnout of registered voters in Union County is
dismal. It’s pathetic when compared to the total popula-
tion. Many towns set record lows. Is it apathy or have
people given up? Is it because nearly all districts are
gerrymandered, thus fait accompli? Are people concerned
about retribution if they support those other than the
political party machines? The situation is so dire that
some elected officials should be concerned about their
legitimacy. In the Legislative District (LD) 20 (Elizabeth/
Union), Senator Ray Lesniak was elected with receiving
only slightly more than 11,000 votes from a population of

over 200,000. He has historically set record lows in the
state elections and tolerates no competition. The Senator
would have lost to the loser in the LD21 contest.

It was disappointing, though a high for the region, that
only 40 percent of the registered voters in Fanwood
participated in the first contested mayoral race in eight
years — the first of Mayor Mahr’s administration. Turn-
out in Westfield for three contested Ward council seats
was only 28 percent while 33 percent of voters in Cranford
went to the polls where control of township committee
was up for grabs.

Should politicians be involved in the redistricting pro-
cess for legislative districts? Who should be? The goal
should not be to protect incumbents or a political party.
Instead, the goal should be to make voting most meaning-
ful. Let the voters decide the best official, not be resigned
to rubber-stamping preordained arrangements.

As the officials prepare for 2012, we encourage them to
continue communicating with residents both in-person or
via e-mail as they have throughout the campaign. Our
mayors, council members and freeholders need to be out
in the community so they know the thoughts and concerns
of their constituents.

We encourage our readers to continue to pay attention
to the actions of all elected officials. Make your voices
heard through letters to the editor, by attending meetings
and by talking with mayors during Saturday office hours.

If we have a problem with our democracy, in the final
analysis the predicament lies within the people.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help


