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REMEMBERING OUR HEROES...The American Legion Color Guard Post 209
stands at attention during the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Veterans’ Day Ceremony
held at the Veterans’ Monument in Scotch Plains last Friday.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SECTIONAL BOYS SOCCER CHAMPS…A mass of fans storm Wexler Field
after the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School boys soccer team defeated Chatham,
2-0, for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 title on November 11. The four
Raiders, pictured, left to right, are: Travis Cortes, Billy Babis, Colin Stripling and
Jassiem Wahtuse. See story on page 11.

Fund Begun to Memorialize
Fanwood Accident Victim

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library and the Scotch Plains
Public Library have jointly established
the Monica Reiss Memorial Fund to
support the two libraries in develop-
ing and maintaining resources for
people affected by autism disorders.

Ms. Reiss, a Fanwood resident,
was struck by a car while walking
across Midway Avenue November 1
and died the following morning at
University Hospital, Newark, Uni-
versity of Medicine and Dentistry
New Jersey.

A lifelong proponent of public-
health issues, Ms. Reiss last worked
as director of corporate and founda-
tion giving at Autism Speaks. Also a
passionate reader, she was a fre-
quent library patron and a longtime
member of the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library. She
additionally wrote magazine articles
for children and was a member of
the Society for Children’s Book
Writers and Illustrators.

In 2008, library directors Dan
Weiss (Fanwood) and Meg Kolaya
(Scotch Plains) established Librar-
ies and Autism: We’re Connected.
This award-winning project pro-
duced a customer service training
video and website
(thejointlibrary.org/autism) to help
library staff better serve individuals

with autism and their families. The
project emphasizes communication,
customer service, programming
strategies and connecting with local
experts. The libraries also embrace
the opportunity to enlist individuals
affected by autism and other disor-
ders as staff and volunteers. Materi-
als for children and adults are on
display and may be checked out from
the libraries.

According to Autism New Jersey,
autism spectrum disorders affect one
in 94 children in New Jersey. This
continuum of ability levels includes
Asperger’s disorder and pervasive
developmental disorder not other-
wise specified (PDDNOS).

With the establishment of the
Monica Reiss Memorial Fund, the
libraries, as well as Ms. Reiss’ fam-
ily and friends, hope to continue her
lifelong interest in empowering
people and improving their quality
of life through learning. The Fund
also honors Ms. Reiss’ commitment
to serving people through public-
health initiatives and local commu-
nity efforts.

Contributions in support of the
Fund and any questions can be di-
rected to the Fanwood Memorial
Library, 14 Tillotson Road,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023 or (908) 803-
5887.

The council also approved resolu-
tions allowing for the demolition of
homes at 952 Wyandotte Trail and
299 Seneca Place.

At the end of the meeting the coun-
cil went into closed session to discuss
Westfield Policemen’s Benevolent
Association (PBA) and Teamsters
contract negotiations with labor at-
torney Frederick Danser, III. The
Teamsters represent public works em-
ployees.
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Courtesy of Gerry Hickey
FUN...Michael Hickey, a third grade at Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield,
reads The Westfield Leader on November 4 at the Leinster Munster rugby game
at the AVIVA stadium in Dublin, Ireland.

would include space for a mudroom
area. The variance sought was a street
side-yard setback of 15.6 feet where
20 feet is required.

“I think the architecture is nice and
in keeping with the neighborhood,”
board member Anthony Cerami said.

Dana Nicole Dossin and Pierre
Damien Dossin of 520 Sherwood Park-
way were approved to construct a
single-story first-floor addition. They
have lived there for about 15 years
and are looking to update the home.
The town ordinance requires a mini-
mum street side-yard setback of 20
feet where 17.8 feet is proposed and
maximum coverage of 20 percent
where 20.69 percent is proposed.

Architect Hildie Lazar said, “They
have a big hardship because …they
have to use the rear entry. They have
to park in the rear and go through the
back door.”

Neighbors Chuck and Sandra Pirao
of 526 Sherwood Parkway said they
were “in favor of what they are do-
ing” and said the construction “would
not negatively impact the neighbor-
hood.”

The board approved two variances
for the application from Martin and
Trudy Silverman of 429 Edgewood
Avenue to construct a first-floor ad-
dition. The coverage was over by .35
percent and decking coverage was
over by 1.3 percent. The couple plans
to construct a new bathroom.

Mr. Heinbokel moved all new ap-
peals, including the UBS application
concerning signage on its North Av-
enue building, to the December 12
meeting.
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Birchwood Avenue development. Mr.
Robinson said it was important that
the township take steps to improve
flood control instead of trying to
“score political points” which he
said some believe was the intent of
Mayor Dan Aschenbach. Mayor
Aschenbach lost his reelection bid
to the township committee in the
November 8 General Election.

Mr. Robinson said he would like
to see a better relationship with the
county, noting that dykes along the
Rahway River are county-owned
and that he feels the county needs
to provide more assistance on flood
control. He said he would work to
ensure that the township maximizes
available county grants in return
for the tax dollars residents send
the county.

In Springfield, Committeeman-
elect Andrew Ziad Shehady, a Re-
publican, is preparing to take over
as mayor on the township commit-
tee following his victory over cur-
rent Democratic Mayor Hugh
Keffer for the one available town-
ship committee seat that was up for
grabs on Election Day. He said a
number of changes will be forth-
coming, including the appointment
of a new township attorney to re-
place long-term attorney Bruce
Bergen, who he described as the
“de facto chairman” of Springfield
Democrats.

Mr. Shehady also said he intended
to have the committee hire a new
engineering consulting firm through
an RFP (Request for Proposals),

noting that flood mitigation is one
of the services a licensed engineer
needs to work on. In terms of re-
gional flood control efforts, he said
he is concerned over the develop-
ment of condominiums on the
former Chanticler property in
Millburn. “It’s going to have an
effect” on towns like Springfield
along the Rahway River, he said.

The township has had the same
full-time engineer for years, but
that person is not a state licensed
engineer, Mr. Shehady said.

Mr. Shehady said he does not
believe the Mayors’ Council on
Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control will get much accom-
plished. Instead, he favors creation
of an authority to push for legisla-
tion and regulations. He said towns
along the river need to consider
development projects “as a whole.”

With the swing back and forth
between the two political parties
battling for control of the Spring-
field Township Committee, Mr.
Shehady said he would propose a
voter referendum for next
November’s ballot to change to an
elected mayor system.

Republican Westfield Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky does not see much
change in 2012 as Republicans held
off challengers in three of the four
wards with no challenge in the sec-
ond ward. He said he signed a
“bunch of letters” last week for
members of boards and commis-
sions whose terms are expiring to
see if they want to be reappointed.

“There’s always some rotation
coming from people who want to
come off” committee assignments
due to time commitments and other
factors, Mayor Skibitsky said.

Mayor Skibitsky also said he will
soon sit down with the chairs of
town council standing committees
to review goals for the new year.

Summit Mayor-elect Ellen
Dickson is on vacation this week
and was not available to be inter-
viewed.
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tioned why an outside attorney was
being provided for Mr. Devanney, as
he was no longer a county employee.
“I read that lawsuit and it was a little
disturbing. This guy was sitting around
for years making $120,000 not doing
anything. Why he’d sue…?”

County Counsel Robert Barry re-
sponded to the lawsuit by stating,
“They’re allegations and not neces-
sarily the truth.”

“We will defend this case in a court
of law and not in the newspapers or
on blogs where allegations are made.
At that point we will, I can assure
you, be denying the allegations and
providing an aggressive defense in
this particular matter,” Mr. Barry said.

Mr. Barry said the county is pro-
viding Mr. Devanney’s defense given
that the allegations “directly relate to

his function as the county manager.”
He said, in his opinion, the county is
“obligated” to provide a defense for
a former employee “when they are
sued in their official capacity just as
we provide it to our employees.”

In other business, the board
awarded a one-year contract for on-
call website support to Web Cre-
ations, LLC of Clark, in an amount
not to exceed $35,000, for “on-call
website support.”

“Have they done anything besides
the county website?” Mr. Bury
asked. The company was previously
given a $136,000 contract last year
which handled the “redesign, imple-
mentation and maintenance” of the
county’s upgraded website com-
pleted in 2010.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion to have the county manager
apply for, and, if approved, enter
into an agreement with the New
Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion for its Fiscal Year 2012 Local
Bridges, Future Needs Program for
replacement of the Madison Hill
Road bridge over the Rahway River
in Clark in the amount of $1 million.

Also approved was a $257,533 con-
tract with Value Added Voice Solu-
tions LLC of Brielle for a voice log-
ging system. Andrew Moran, direc-
tor of the public safety department,
said the county’s previous voice log-
ging system dates back to 2004. He
said the system serves the county
police, prosecutor’s office, sheriff’s
department and public works. “It
records all radio frequencies that the
county currently operates, as well as
phone lines,” he said.

The freeholders’ remaining 2011
meetings will be Thursdays, Decem-
ber 1 and 15. Both agenda sessions
and regular meetings will be held.
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Shackamaxon Sale Closing
Expected By December 1

FW Planning Bd. Approves
Hot Tub for Helen St. Home

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
residents came to Monday night’s
Scotch Plains Township Council
meeting to discuss several topics with
the council including branch pickup,
the sale  of Shackamaxon Country
Club and the potential closure of
Sunset Place.

While the council was supposed to
hear an update from a representative
from the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (DOT) regarding the
Park Avenue/Bonnie Burn project,
Mayor Nancy Malool said they were
unable to attend the meeting. She
told the public that she was informed
that the project should be completed
before Thanksgiving and  that the
Park Avenue traffic light should be
operational “any day now.”

The council had received a letter
from Dan and Jeanine Murphy re-
questing that the township consider
turning Sunset Place into a dead end
street. Sunset Place runs between
Union and Park Avenues, and was
temporarily blocked off during the
DOT construction project. Mrs.
Murphy told the council that she is
concerned about her street reopen-
ing. She said the opening of the street
would be “dramatic and dangerous”
and that she does not feel the town-
ship is taking the issue seriously.

Mayor Malool said the township
has had several meetings about this
issue and there are other parties on
the street who are opposed to a clo-
sure. She said that the township is
taking it seriously and that it would
cost the township around $30,000 to
permanently close the street. Mayor
Malool said that the issue would be
discussed further at the council’s
Tuesday, December 6 meeting and
that one idea she had was to assess the
homeowners who were requesting
the closure for the costs, but that the
council has not discussed the project.

Residents spoke about the need for
a second branch pickup throughout
the township following the October
snowstorm. Mayor Malool reminded
residents that they have to separate
their leaves from the branches. Resi-
dent George Gowen suggested that
residents be required to haul their
own fallen branches away and that
the township do away with leaf
pickup, requiring residents to con-
tract with landscapers to perform the
task.

Two residents also asked about the
status of the Shackamaxon Country
Club sale to the RDC Golf Group,
operators of the Forsgate Country
Club in Monroe Township. Town-
ship Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer said the
transaction was delayed due to a title
issue, but it had been resolved and the
sale closing was tentatively set for
Thursday, December 1.

In other business, the council in-
troduced an ordinance that would

institute parking restrictions along
Cedar Brook Road during school
hours. A public hearing will be held
on Tuesday, December 20, for final
adoption.

The council also received a letter
from Fred Lange of “Courage to Re-
connect” which proposes a timeline
for a municipal consolidation study
commission to be formed.

Mayor Malool said she would be
meeting with Mr. Lange to discuss
his letter. She said it is her under-
standing that the issue of forming
a commission would be put on the
election ballot for a public refer-
endum and that whatever their rec-
ommendation is would be put on a
future ballot for a second referen-
dum.

The council went into closed ses-
sion to discuss personnel issues,
shared services, the township’s Se-
nior Citizens Housing Corporation
and Cellar Avenue/Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westtfield Leader

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Plan-
ning Board on Monday granted a
bulk variance to a Helen Street resi-
dent for a hot tub that had been in-
stalled in violation of the borough’s
Land Use Code.

Ann Allen told the board she re-
cently purchased a home at 164 Helen
Street and was not aware until after
she installed the hot tub that it was not
in accordance with the borough code,
which requires a 15-foot setback from
her property line. The hot tub is only
10 feet away.

Ms. Allen assured the board that

the hot tub was in a private part of the
yard and not visible to her neighbors.
She said she had just put up a six-foot
tall vinyl fence on the perimeter of
her yard.

Planning Board member Dale
Flowers asked Ms. Allen to identify
the position of the hot tub on a dia-
gram of her property.

Board members said they were sat-
isfied that the hot tub would not in-
fringe on the neighbor’s property and
unanimously granted the variance.

No other business was discussed
and the meeting was adjourned. The
board’s next regular meeting will be
held on Monday, December 19.

Home Video Grand Opening
Draws Record Attendance

Photo courtesy of Albert Paglialunga
GRAND OPENING...Home Video Studio held its  Grand Opening event at its
new video production facility located at 943 Carleton Road in Westfield. Pic-
tured, left to right, are: Eliza Weiniger, Dan Weiniger, Jan Markind Weiniger,
Robert Hanley, Neil Pinkman.

WESTFIELD – Dan Weiniger,
owner of Home Video Studio in
Westfield, was simply astounded
on November 9, 2011. “We held
our Grand Opening event at our
new video production facility,” said
Mr. Weiniger, “and the turnout was
absolutely amazing!” According to
Mr. Weiniger, it appears that folks
from Westfield, Clark, Garwood and
Scotch Plains have all been looking
for the kind of video services he
offers in his state-of-the-art facil-
ity, located at 943 Carleton Road in
Westfield. “We have the most up-
to-date video editing and transfer
equipment available,” added Mr.
Weiniger, “but more important, our
commitment to 100-percent cus-
tomer satisfaction drives everything
we do.”

Ron Bansky, owner of Bansky &
Associates, an Allstate Agency, was
the night’s big winner, taking home
a new DVD player. It was Ron’s
first visit to Dan’s studio. Ron stated,
“I was impressed both by the vari-
ety of services available from Home
Video Studio and by how much
Dan enjoys providing these services
for his customers.”

Neil Pinkman, executive director
of the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, said, “I’m thrilled to
have a new and exciting business in
the Westfield area.” Robert Hanley,
founder and CEO of Home Video
Studio, said, “I’ve never seen a
Grand Opening like this; I even

pitched in to help Dan take some
customers’ orders.”

Mr. Weiniger’s studio offers the
kind of video production services
that most larger studios don’t. A
partial list of services includes: CD
and DVD duplication, Video to
DVD transfer, Photo Video Keep-
sakes, Home Movie Transfer (8mm,
Super 8mm and 16mm), Sports
Scholarship Videos, Legal Video
Services, Format Conversions, In-
ternational Conversions, Video Tape
Repair, Photos and Slides to Video
and DVD, as well as video shooting
and editing.

“We understand how important
every video project is to our cus-
tomers,” said Mr. Weiniger, “so we
take the time to make sure each
customer is thoroughly satisfied
with the final result. Many of the
tapes and films we work with are
one-of-a-kind pieces, irreplaceable,
and precious to the families. Our
reward is when our customers see
the finished product and we see
tears in their eyes!”

Mr. Weiniger wants to publicly
thank all of those who attended the
Grand Opening and guarantees to
hold another Open House in the
near future. Contact Home Video
Studio – Westfield at (908) 301-
9300 or e-mail Dan at
dan.w@homevideostudio.com.
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GW BOE Terminates Clark
Agreement for Bus. Admin.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s board
of education (BOE) approved upon com-
mencement of executive session Tues-
day night the termination of the Clark/
Garwood Shared Service Agreement
for business administrator services.

Business Administrator John Bolil
is no longer employed by the Clark
school district and, effective immedi-
ately, he will no longer perform duties
of the business administrator for
Garwood. He will remain as the board
secretary through the end of the year,
at the rate of $1,000 per year.

Beginning as of yesterday, Jeanine
Murray replaced Mr. Bolil as a part-
time business administrator, receiving
a $12,000 stipend for the remainder of
the 2011-2012 school year and an ad-
ditional amount not to exceed $2,000
for dues and related fees. Ms. Murray
also is a part-time eighth-grade teacher
of language arts and computers in the
Garwood school district.

The BOE had initiated the shared-
service agreement with Clark in July
2009, which was due to expire in June
2012. Christine Guerriero, the Garwood
Board of Education’s liaison to the Clark
BOE, told The Westfield Leader, “It’s
[share services] not an easy thing to do.”
She said Garwood paid Clark about
$50,000 per year for business office
services, which included business ad-
ministrator and board secretarial duties.

At the start of the board meeting,
15 students who received a perfect
score on the NJASK test last year
were honored. The following stu-
dents received perfect scores: Math:
Dayna Gallucci, NJASK8; Mark
Stouffer, NJASK 3; Ross Wildes,
NJASK 5; Anya Nordstrom, NJASK3;
Andre Schlauberg, NJASK4; James
Duffey, NJASK 5; Kyra McDevitt,

NJASK 5; John Taylor, NJASK5;
Alexandra Knowles, NJASK3; Science:
Daniel Courtney, NJASK8; Michael
Pellino, NJASK 4; Christopher
Froden, NJASK4, Jason Maher,
NJASK4, Tomas Cvercko, NJASK4,
Brian Maher, NJASK8.

At the end of the public meeting, the
board adjourned to hold an executive
session to discuss personnel matters,
and the October 19 meeting held for
contract negotiations with the teach-
ers’ association. “There is a possible
resolution, but it is premature to dis-
cuss it at this point,” Board Attorney
John Geppert said in response to resi-
dent Bruce Paterson’s question about
the status of the contract negotiations.

There were three valid reports of
Harassment, Intimidation and Bully-
ing (HIB), and of the three, two were
substantiated, Superintendent Teresa
Quigley said. The BOE also approved
the revised Crisis Management Regu-
lations and School Security Plan. Su-
perintendent Quigley said she is work-
ing toward more plans for when
storms take down wires and cause
other damages that would be cause
to close the schools.

The board approved the following
goals for 2011-2012: focus on Lan-
guage Arts/Literacy test scores with
a specific emphasis on writing skills/
technology; continued monitoring
of student math scores as a means to
assess the efficacy of the Everyday
Math Program; implementation of
procedures based on the new bully-
ing law that will ensure students a
supportive learning community built
on mutual respect; and finalization
of a plan for the utilization of the
Washington School as a source of
revenue while maintaining the abil-
ity to access the facility for the fu-
ture use by the district.


