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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING OUR HEROES...At the annual Westfield Veterans’ Day Ceremony held at the Monument to Veterans’
of World War I, wreaths, presented by the American Legion, Sons of the American Legion and the Auxillary of the American
Legion, were placed in honor of fallen and wounded Veterans.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
DEDICATION...On Veterans Day last Friday, the Westfield Rake and Hoe
Garden Club and the Garden Club of Westfield dedicate a Blue Star Memorial
Marker in honor of  veterans at a ceremony held at the corner of Shadowlawn
Drive and Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Courtesy of Tom Sloan
OCCUPY WALL STREET...Lisa Casey of Plainfield, Patty O’Connor of Westfield
and Suzanne Taylor of Scotch Plains attend the opening bell at the New York
Stock Exchange in New York City  on November 11 as the Marine Corps was
honored on its 236th anniversary since its founding.

FMBA VP Asks WF Council
For More Staff and Funding

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Firefighters
Mutual Benevolent Association
(FMBA), Branch No. 30, Vice-Presi-
dent James Ryan addressed the town
council last Wednesday regarding the
union’s desire for additional staffing and
funding of the fire department.

Mr. Ryan congratulated all of the
candidates who won reelection to the
council, and said that because the fire
department had been a “hot topic”
during election season, there were
issues he wanted to clear up. He told
the council that there were misrepre-
sentations that the department is “top
heavy,” but he said that all of the
department’s lieutenants “are on the

end of the hose line” on every fire
call. Mr. Ryan added that there were
two large fires that the town’s ladder
truck did not respond to.

He ended his time at the micro-
phone by thanking the council mem-
bers for all the praise of the firefighters
that took place during the campaign,
but said that “those are words” and
that the union wants to see “measur-
able, attainable recognition of that in
the forms of proper staffing and ad-
equate funding.”

In other business, Central Avenue
resident Adina Enculescu again com-
plained to the council about the safety
and location of the pedestrian cross-
ing signal in front of her house. She
said that Mayor Andy Skibitsky had

previously stated that if the town
moved the signal to the corner then
four people would be unhappy, which,
she said, is untrue because there are
two corner homes and another
resident’s rear fence that would be
impacted if the light were placed at
the intersection of Clover Street and
Central Avenue.

Mayor Skibitsky said what he said
was, “no matter where you put the
light, someone is going to be unhappy.”
He also said that the signal was dark at
the time of each of the four accidents
that have taken place in the area over
the last six months.

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
said he is waiting for data from the
police department on the number of
accidents in that area. But he added
that if the data that has been pre-
sented by members of the public is
correct, there is a rise in accidents
“above the standard deviation” since
the light’s installation, which he said
“bears looking into.”

Councilman Haas also asked the
mayor how he would feel if Union
County looked at the safety of the
crossing at its current location versus
the intersection, to which the mayor
responded that the roadway is in the
county’s jurisdiction.

Resident Greg Kasko, who lost his
bid for election to the third ward
council seat last week as an indepen-
dent candidate, said his appearance
at council meetings was never about
the election and that he will continue
to attend council meetings. He said at
the last public meeting Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea called his [Mr.
Kasko’s] comments regarding the
non-replacement of two firefighters
who died “despicable,” but Mr. Kasko
said he finds Mr. Gildea’s use of the
word attrition “despicable.”

Mr. Kasko said that Mr. Gildea
spoke at the last meeting in order to
hide his “own inaction and possible
mismanagement.” He said that in or-
der to save money, the town should
apply for a Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) Safer grant
in order to replace firefighters; dis-
band the SWAT team as it is a dupli-
cation of county services and that the
town had a police officer managing
the parking department at a salary far
exceeding what a civilian would be
paid.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
DETOUR...Traffic was diverted in downtown Westfield this week as crews began
road work consisting of various improvements, such as milling, paving and
striping, on Central Avenue between North Avenue and East Broad Street. East
Broad Street between Elm and Elmer Streets also was  done. Work on Kenilworth
Boulevard in Kenilworth will also begin this week.

WF Veterinary Group Proposal
To Be Heard on January 23

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment Monday
night approved RWM Family, LLC’s
request to hold a special meeting on
Monday, January 23 for its applica-
tion to double the size of the Westfield
Veterinary Group facility at 562
Springfield Avenue.

RWM is seeking preliminary and
final major site plan approval with c
and d variances to demolish the exist-
ing veterinary facility, kennel and
parking and build a new, three-story
veterinary hospital with a new park-
ing area, landscaping, lighting and
signage.

The board also rescheduled an ap-
plication for 466 West Broad Street
LLC to Monday, December 12. The
applicant is seeking approval to con-
vert an existing mixed-use structure

into a two-family dwelling.
In a petition carried over from last

month’s board meeting, Gladys
Sheppard of 28 Prospect Street was
approved for a new D variance use to
permit a party component use, as
well as alteration to the façade of the
building, where her hair salon would
be situated on the second floor. The
board discussed the off-street park-
ing, which currently provides six
spots, where 12 are required, and the
board required the applicant to repair
the dilapidated lot.

“I continue to be concerned with
the character of the downtown,” board
member Robert Burslem said.

Anthony and Kerri Pappalardo of
26 Gallowae were approved to con-
struct a first-story addition in the rear
of their house. Mr. Pappalardo said
they needed additional kitchen space
to expand their current galley kitchen.
The ordinance requires a minimum
rear-yard setback of 35 feet, and the
proposed is 9.93 feet.

The owner, architect Robert
Coleman and professional planner
John McDonough had said based on

the way in which the property is
situated, the addition is actually ex-
panding into a side yard. Board Chair-
man William Heinbokel agreed that
it is a side yard.

After some discussion with the
applicant’s architect, Agatino
Cintorrino’s application to construct
a new single-family residence at 330
Pine Street with variances for front-
yard setback, wall length and garage
setback was carried over to Monday,
December 12, because the applicant
did not attend the meeting. The house
is planned for 750 square feet. Archi-
tect Christopher Zender said the “ir-
regular shape” of the lot being on a
corner would make it difficult to plan
within the front yard setback restric-
tion.

Jeffrey Smok and Dorothy
Przydzial-Smok of 203 Sinclair Place,
located on the corner of Sinclair Place
and Elm Street, were approved to
demolish their existing front porch
and construct a new front porch. The
new structure would remain an open-
air wraparound porch and the interior
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Incoming Mayors Prepare
For Change of Power

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION –  Following last week’s
election results, changes will be com-
ing after Republicans won back ma-
jorities in Cranford and Springfield,
as well as winning the mayoral seat in
Summit from Democrats.

Cranford Committeeman David
Robinson told The Westfield Leader
that he has been asked to take over as
mayor in January. The five-member
township committee will vote on the
annual positions of mayor and deputy
mayor at its reorganization meeting
in January. Mr. Robinson said he is
“leaning toward doing it,” as the com-
mittee will have two new Republican
members, Andis Kalnins and Lisa
Adubato Nesi, along with Democrats
Kevin Campbell and Edward
O’Malley.

“My real concern is the time com-
mitment,” said Mr. Robinson, who is
an attorney and previously served as
mayor in 1999.

Mr. Robinson said among his top
priorities will be filling key vacant

professional staff positions. Town-
ship Administrator Marlena Schmid
has been out on administrative leave
since September. Police Chief Eric
Mason has assumed her duties on an
interim basis. In addition, the town-
ship recently entered into a shared-
services agreement with Clark for
the position of chief financial officer
(CFO) after the township dismissed
its newly hired CFO this past spring.

The city’s long-time health officer,
Warren Heyl, resigned recently to
take over the Rahway Health Depart-
ment, which also provides services
for Berkeley Heights, Hillside, Scotch
Plains and Winfield. Mr. Robinson
said he would be looking at joining a
regional health department, such as
Westfield, Rahway or Union. Union
also provides services to Kenilworth.

Mr. Robinson also said he would
continue the township’s participation
in the newly formed Mayors’ Coun-
cil on Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control. He also said he would con-
tinue Cranford’s opposition to the
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County Hires Attorneys
For Defense in Lawsuit
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY –  The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday hired outside attorneys to
represent former county manager
George Devanney, as well as the
county itself, in an lawsuit filed by
county employee Richmond Lapolla,
the brother of former county man-
ager Michael Lapolla.

Palumbo & Renaud of Cranford
will represent Mr. Devanney, while
LaCorte, Bundy, Varady & Kinsella
of Union was hired to provide de-
fense for the county. Both firms were
hired at a cost of $10,000 each.

Mr. Lapolla, who has worked for
the county for 32 years, has alleged
that he was subjected to “constant
and continuing harassment” and “un-
provoked public screaming” by Mr.
Devanney, according to a copy of the
lawsuit filed in state Superior Court
in Elizabeth in September. Mr.
Devanney retired as county manager
on August 1.

According to the suit, Mr. Lapolla
holds the civil service title of director
of repair and maintenance in the De-
partment of Engineering, Public
Works, and Facilities Management.
He started with the county as a main-
tenance repair carpenter in 1979.

Mr. Lapolla alleged that Mr.
Devanney accused him of “perfor-

mance deficiencies” in an effort to
terminate him. Mr. Lapolla also al-
leged that the county manager moved
key staff from the Department of
Operations and Facilities, when he
was department director, to other
departments and replaced them with
“inexperienced staff” in an effort to
“insure [Mr. Lapolla’s] inability to be
successful in running the depart-
ment.”

“Devanney’s harassment created
an intolerable work environment for
[Mr. Lapolla],” the suit alleges.

The lawsuit alleges that Mr. Lapolla
went on sick leave and that he is
under the care of a psychiatrist. He
was reassigned to work at the con-
struction site of a new school at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools in Scotch Plains, where he
claims he had no authority and was
isolated from his department. He was
reassigned to the Union County De-
tention Center in Linden, last year
where the suit alleges he “reports to a
windowless cinder-block closet” and
now suffers “severe anxiety and de-
pression.”

John Bury of Kenilworth ques-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

NOTE: Due to Thanksgiving,
the newspaper will be mailed
on Friday next week.


