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GREEN SCORES 2 TDs, JP CHRISTIANO GETS 2 TDs; McGUIRE GETS TD GRAB, DWYER TD

Cougars Pounce on Terriers on Grid Senior Night, 41-7
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s not whether you get
knocked down, it’s whether you
get back up!

The Cranford High School foot-
ball team was knocked down se-
verely by Summit in a battle of
undefeated teams before a near
capacity crowd at Memorial Field
in Cranford on October 28.

The question at the time was
would the Cougars get back up?

That question was answered in
Cranford on Senior Night, No-
vember 4, when the Cougars
jumped up and pummeled the
formerly undefeated Delaware
Valley Terriers, 41-7.

“That’s exactly what [Head]
Coach [Erik Rosenmeier] has
been telling us all week. We have
to bounce back. We still have a
lot of season left. We have two
more games to play, and we plan
on winning them both. So we had
to show that we are a good team.
That Summit game wasn’t going
to ruin our season. It’s a good
way to get a win on our last game
here,” senior running back JP
Christiano said.

“This really showed our capa-
bility to come back from a tough
loss. The whole defense worked
hard all week long. It shows our
maturity and ability to come back
and beat a good team. This was
a 7-0 team,” junior linebacker
Nick Diaz said. “It was a great
game to come back before the
playoffs to get our morale up.”

Junior quarterback Reggie Green
carried nine times for 154 yards,
including respective touchdown

(TD) runs of 76 yards and three
yards, all in the first half. Christiano
(5 carries, 23 yards) had respec-
tive TD runs of three yards and
one yard, also in the first half.
Green also completed five passes
for 97 yards, the final one a 70-
yard TD strike to Adham McGuire
early in the third quarter.

The Cougars’ defense held the
potent Terriers’ running game to
just 22 yards in the first half, and
as long as their starting defense
remained on the field, Delaware
Valley was unable to move the
ball effectively in the second half.

“Coach [Joe] Huber really
coached us well. The defense

was very organized, very put
together. All the thanks to our
coaching staff! It was a team

effort. It all came together great,”
Diaz said.

The 8-1 Cougars wasted no
time as Green engineered a nine-
play, 62-yard scoring drive that
was concluded when Christiano
had an opening and slipped in
from the three-yard line with
7:50 left in the first quarter.

Troy Kettler kicked the first of
his five points after to make the
score 7-0

“We like to play physically. The
offensive line gets a good push

then Diaz and Jimmy [Dwyer]
gave me a real good punch. I just
walked right in,” Christiano ex-
plained.

On the 7-1 Terriers’ first pos-
session, Christiano batted down
a pass, Diaz and Mike Klimek
combined on the first of their
several sacks, and defensive back
Eric Garguilo blocked a field goal
attempt to give the Cougars pos-
session at their own 20. Two
plays later, Green scooted
through an opening in the middle
then slanted down the left side-
line for a 76-yard TD with 1:08
left in the first quarter, upping
the lead to 14-0.

Diaz and Klimek alternated
quarterback sacks on the Terri-
ers’ next possession then when
Delaware Valley recovered a Cou-
gar fumble at the Cranford 33,
Klimek extinguished the Terri-
ers’ thought of scoring with a 10-
yard sack.

“Klimek and I have a little com-
petition going on right now,”
chuckled Diaz.

The Cougars followed with a
10-play, 82-yard scoring drive
when Green pushed in from the
three with 3:49 left in the half,
making the score, 20-0.

Late in the quarter, the Cou-
gars used some trickery. After
Garguilo returned a punt 21 yards
to the Terriers’ 45, Green pitched
out to Witwick, who tossed a long
bomb to wide receiver Ryan
Williamson, good for 37 yards.

See Cranford/Del Val
Story

In
The Westfield Leader
Newspaper – Page 15
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING FREE FOR THE TD…Cougar quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7, heads for the left side line en route to a
76-yard touchdown run against the Delaware Valley Terriers at Memorial Field in Cranford on November 4.
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By FRED ROSSI, CHRISTINA HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Republicans won
two seats on the township com-
mittee in this week’s election,
flipping control of the governing
body back to the GOP a year
after Democrats won control.
And in neighboring Garwood,
Democrats swept two seats to
maintain a 3-3 tie on the bor-
ough council.

In Cranford, Republicans
Andis Kalnins and Lisa Adubato
Nesi defeated Democratic
Mayor Daniel Aschenbach and
his running mate, Thomas
Hannen, Jr. Mr. Kalnins, a mem-
ber of the zoning board of ad-
justment who was making his
second run for local office, was
the top vote-getter, receiving
2,858 votes. Ms. Adubato Nesi,
an attorney who is a member of
the school advisory board at
St. Michael’s School, garnered
2,831 votes. Mr. Aschenbach,
who has served 18 years on the
township committee, including
four as mayor, received 2,475
votes, while Mr. Hannen, a
former member of the Winfield
Township Committee, won
2,636 votes.

Come January 1, the township
committee will be comprised of
three Republicans and two
Democrats.

Mr. Aschenbach, a fixture in
township politics since the early
1980s, told The Westfield Leader

and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Times he did not have a “good
sense of the reason” why the
vote went the way it did. “I served
Cranford to the best of my abil-
ity,” he said.

Cheers erupted at the Repub-
licans’ election night party at
Garlic Rose when the vote counts
were read out to supporters. Mr.
Kalnins called the results “a vic-
tory for Cranford,” and said it
was a “referendum on last year’s

election” when Democrats were
victorious and took control of
the township committee. Vot-
ers, he said, wanted “integrity
back in town hall” and he vowed
to “bring it back to town hall.”
Mr. Kalnins, who ran unsuccess-
fully in 2010 for township com-
mittee, said there was “a lot of
work to do,” naming the
Birchwood development, which

he said “has got to be stopped,”
and municipal finances as two
top issues to be faced by the
2012 township committee.

Ms. Adubato Nesi, saying her
running mate had said much of
what she was planning to say,
instead pronounced herself as
feeling “pretty overwhelmed” by
the results of the balloting.

In Garwood, Democrats cap-

tured the two open seats on the
borough council. Republicans will
remain in control of the govern-
ing body, with a 4-3 majority
including the mayor’s office.

Incumbent Democratic candi-
date Louis Petruzzelli, with 520
tallies, and his running mate,
Sara Todisco, with 499, beat out
Republicans Carol Kearney, 393,
and Steven Blaufeder, 371, for

Garwood Borough Council 3-yr. (pick two)

Petruzzelli 520 Todisco 499 Kearney 393 Blaufeder 371

DEM Louis Petruzzelli (I)     GOP Carol Kearney

DEM Sara Todisco (I)         GOP Steven Blaufeder

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
CLEAN SWEEP…As the polls close on Election Night, Republican District 21 Legislators gather at the James Ward
Mansion in Westfield to wait for results. Pictured, left to right, are: Rhonda Kean, Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz,
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and Senator Tom Kean, Jr.

Legislative District 21 Sen 2-yr.; Asm 2-yr

Sen. Kean 26,699 Swanicke 12,650

Asm. Munoz 24,558; Bramnick 24,366

Bergen 13,131; Albert 13,153; Young 1,241

the two council vacancies. The
council terms are for three years.

“I am very excited to continue
my stay on council,” said Ms.
Todisco. She said she looks for-
ward to “bringing up new ideas”
to the council. “The first order of
business is development,” she
said.

Mr. Petruzzelli echoed the same
sentiments.

“I’m just really happy with how
everything turned out,” Mr.
Petruzzelli said. “I’m looking for-
ward to giving the people of
Garwood three more years.”

Commenting on the GOP loss,
Republican Committee Chair-
man John Quattrocchi stated,
“We ran an issue-marked cam-
paign. We ran an honest cam-
paign. They, on the other hand,
threw a lot of mud.”

 “We ran a really clean cam-
paign,” Ms. Kearney said. “They
gave misinformation.” She said
the Democrats lied about her
time in the borough and ques-
tioned why she was not part of
the Chamber of Commerce, but
Ms. Kearney said a chamber is
not in service currently.

Ms. Kearney had been setting
up a chamber prior to her run-
ning for council, and said Ms.
Todisco’s mother and the former
mayor’s wife were to be on the
chamber committee. The cham-
ber was put on hold because,
she said, she could not run a
chamber and run for office at
the same time.

“I’m very disappointed be-
cause I believed that the cam-
paign they ran was very unfair
and campaigned against me
rather than the candidates,”
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi com-
mented. “They burned a lot of
bridges, and I don’t think they
realize that.”

Aschenbach 2475 Hannen 2636

Cranford Township Committee 3-yr. 

Kalnins 2857 Lisa Adubato 2831 

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford GOP Takes Control; Democrats Sweep in Garwood
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Rutgers/South Florida Football – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com
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Westfield High School Girls Soccer – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com
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