
Page 14  Thursday, November 10, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Raiders Defeat Farmers for UCT Crown
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Westfield…Expanded 8 room 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath center hall colonial in the
Stonehenge section of Westfield.  This home offers a bright, open floor plan with a
striking contemporary feel to its character. Lustrous washed oak floors, 2 fireplaces,
neutral decor, recent master bedroom expansion w/vaulted ceiling, his/her custom
walk-in closets and luxurious bath, sun-filled kitchen with granite counters, center
island breakfast bar and large dining area w/sliders to private patio and yard. The
gracious foyer opens to the formal dining room w/hand-stenciled floor and tastefully
appointed living room. The large family room is punctuated with a wall of brick w/
arch topped fireplace flanked by tall windows. CAC, 100x149, patio, 2CG, move-
in condition. Close to all schools and park.     $965,000.

Westfield…New 2002 spacious Colonial at end of cul-de-sac. 5 bedroom, 4 full,
2 half baths with a great, flowing floor plan. Entry opens to beautiful 2 story living
room with triple height windows, French doors to family room w/fireplace,
beautiful large kitchen with stainless steel appliances, granite counters and eating
area with sliders to private deck. Formal dining room with embellished moldings,
sunroom/bedroom with full bath with sliders to patio and recirculation Koi pond.
Hardwood floors, custom moldings on first floor, high ceilings, Master suite with
beautiful full bath and large walk-in closet, 3 additional bedroom and 2 bath.
Large finished basement, 3 ZN HT/CAC, 2 car garage and close to all schools and
Tamaques Park.       $1,140,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 13th • 1-4PM
7 Max Place

CALL TODAY AND 

ASK ABOUT OUR 

CURRENT SPECIALS!

Elegantly appointed 1- & 2-bedroom apartments include full-size 
washer/dryer and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

CALL NOW!

908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

BYERS RUSHES 206 YARDS, SCORES TD; RICE GETS TD

Minutemen Jump Out Early,
Stop Raider Gridders, 31-17

By CHRISTOPHER FINAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Anthony Byers was seeking to ex-
tend his astounding run of 300-yard
games to four straight, while the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High foot-
ball team was also going after its
fourth consecutive victory.

Both streaks came to an end against
a gifted Elizabeth football team by
the score of 31-17 on November 5 in
Scotch Plains.

Byers did come through with a
strong performance as he ran for 206
yards and scored a touchdown (TD)
against an Elizabeth unit that earned
the No. 3 seed in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 state playoffs that
begin this weekend.

Scotch Plains, which dropped to 3-
6 on the season, fell behind 25-0
before the half and it was obvious that
Elizabeth (7-2) had an athletic ad-
vantage with stars such as quarter-
back Phillip Walker and Jihad Tho-
mas. The defining drive of the game
came late in the first quarter with the
Raiders trailing 12-0 as quarterback
Steve Alleman was intercepted.

On the drive, Raider coach Steve
Ciccotelli, who is known for a run-
heavy offense, abandoned the ground
game for three consecutive passing

plays. On first down, Alleman had a
pass knocked down by an Elizabeth
lineman and his second attempt fell
incomplete. And on his third straight
attempt, Thomas, a two-way back for
the Minutemen, made the pickoff. On
the next series, Thomas scored on a
nine-yard run.

The Raiders, down 31-0 after
Elizabeth’s first offensive series of
the second half, were much more
productive in the second half as they
scored on three separate drives.

Byers and fellow back, Dein Rice,
each had a touchdown run, while as
time was to be expired, kicker John
Murphy was able to drill home a 33-
yard field goal.

Ciccotelli was proud of his troops.
“We were in every game that we

played this year and I have said it a
hundred times, our kids did not quit,”
Ciccotelli stated.

“When we were 0-5, we still worked
hard and played well. Today is just a
case where they were better than us,”
the coach admitted. “They had great
team speed. Speed kills and that’s just
the way it is.”

Following the woeful 0-5 start, the
Raiders were able to reel off three
consecutive victories before falling to
Elizabeth. It is no coincidence that the
Raiders’ wins started to come as their
senior running back, Byers, began
racking up big yards on the ground.

“I think the turning point of our
season was just being able to get that
first victory,” Byers commented.
“That first win gave us confidence.”

Scotch Plains picked up their first
victory of the season back on October
15 when the Raiders rallied to beat
Voorhees, 26-14, at home.

“I knew it was going to be tough
against Elizabeth,” Byers replied when
asked about his performance. “They
have a great defense, and for me it’s
not about how many yards I have.”

In this past weekend’s game, Byers
had just 55 yards on 10 carries the
first half but exploded for 151 yards
in the second half. He broke free for
a 75-yard burst that set up his lone
touchdown, a six-yard run in the third
quarter.

Byers stated that he has plans to
continue playing football as he goes
onto college. After the season, he
wants to sit down with Coach
Ciccotelli and discuss his future.

“He (Byers) had a big year for us.
If you were to ask him, he would
credit his offense line and they have
been terrific. He really is a good
tailback, he’s special,” Ciccotelli
gushed about his star running back.
“We have had some great tailbacks
here and he is definitely one of them.”

Byers had 313 yards rushing just
four days earlier against Warren Hills
and had games of 373 yards against
North Plainfield and 343 yards ver-
sus Voorhees, all in triumphs for the
Raiders.

Heading into this week’s state con-
solation game, Byers has totaled 1,802
yards to go along with 13 touch-
downs. With a strong performance
against South Plainfield, he could
capture a 2,000-yard rushing season.

This Saturday at 1 p.m., the Raid-
ers will close their season by hosting
the South Plainfield Tigers in a state
consolation game.

“We want to come out and get a
victory,” Byers stated.
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Raiders Erase ‘Blue Streaks’ in Football
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gether the last three games. I said this
1,000 times. Some games we got
down by 14, we came back and took
the lead and didn’t hold onto it, but
they never gave up,” Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli said.

The Raiders’ defensive line did not
give up either as they held the Blue
Streaks to just 32 yards rushing in the
first half and minus six yards in the
second half. The Raiders delivered
numerous cracking hits, but the noisi-
est “crack” came from the shoulder
pads of linebacker Anthony Lettieri
when he crushed Blue Streak running
back Travis Hepworth for a loss.

“When you get a big hit, it gets
everybody excited and pumped up.
Three games in a row is pretty nice
for us. We are hoping to continue it
against Elizabeth,” Lettieri said.

Linebackers Andrew Miller, Brad
Alleman and Lettieri, lineman An-
thony Tufaro and defensive back Mike
Colineri were all involved in numer-
ous quarterback sacks or throws for
losses.

The Blue Streaks’ only score came
late in the first quarter when quarter-
back Zack Martin hit wide receiver
Tyrell Thompson for a one-yard TD.

Martin did have success passing in
the first half to complete nine of 14
attempts for 112 yards, and his favor-
ite receiver was Thompson, who had
four receptions for 42 yards. But the
door slammed tight in the second half
when the Raiders’ defense adjusted
and limited Martin to just two comple-
tions on nine attempts for 22 yards.

“We just settled down and handled
our responsibilities. We didn’t let
anything beat us in the secondary,”
Lettieri explained.

“We played more two deep then
mixed it up a little more, because
three deep you really try to put every-
body in the box to stop the run, but
then they were taking advantage of it.
Halftime, we decided to play more
two deep. That shut down their pass-
ing game. I told our kids we did a
better job second half, playing de-
fense,” Coach Ciccotelli said.

The Raiders’ first score came on
one play. Byers took the handoff,
shook off a couple of would be tack-
lers at the line of scrimmage and
bolted 79 yards for a TD with 7:58
left in the first quarter. After the Blue
Streaks tied the score, Byers answered
with a 49-yard TD sprint with no time

on the clock to end the quarter with a
14-7 Raider lead.

The Raiders got a scare when Byers
sustained a shoulder injury late in the
second quarter, but the scare ended
when the Raiders put together a 66-
yard scoring march that ended with
Byers scooting in from the one with
6:21 left in the third quarter to make
the score, 20-7.

Alleman and the Raiders added a
seven-play, 84-yard scoring drive
when Byers sped 52 yards for his
fourth TD with 1:13 left in the third
quarter. With the exception of a one-
yard run by Lettieri, Byers added the
remainder of the yardage on the Raid-
ers’ final scoring drive (58 yards)
when he scooted seven yards for the
TD with 9:05 remaining. From that
point, Byers rested, and Dein Rice
took over and added 40 yards rushing
on six carries.

“Our kids are playing hard. It makes
me so proud of them, because they
have a lot of character. We won three
in a row. We lost some close games,
and we didn’t quit,” Coach Ciccotelli
said.
Warren Hills   7   0   0   0 7
Sc. Pl.=-Fanwood 14   0 13   7 34

essary stops, and defender Mike Daly
successfully warded off any further
attacks.

“Our back line locked things down
for us. It was a big help. They got by
us one time, but Vinnie [Bianco] did
a good job getting the ball out to the
corner,” Stripling said.

“I think the most valuable player is
right here. Michael Daly played the
greatest game he’s ever played in his
career. He won the ball,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

“It feels great to bring it back home.
We worked so hard all season. Coach
Joe [Mortarulo] and Coach Brez re-

ally worked us hard all preseason.
When we were in Costa Rica, we
really formed as a family. We had no
doubt that we were going to win. It
got scary, but we got Vinnie Bianco in
the net. I always have my faith in him.
I make mistakes, and he makes up for
them,” Daly said.

Stripling, wearing uniform No. 11,
did bring it home when he penetrated
the box to take a feed from the right
side and buried a right-to-left shot
into the net with 11:11 remaining.

“I saw it come across the box. I
forget who [fed the ball], but I shoul-
dered it across the box, and I just took

a touch. Joe [Coach Mortarulo] was
telling me the whole game that we got
to start coming down when we are in
the attacking third. So I just calmed
myself, hit the ball and it went in,”
Stripling described.

“Number 11 is a #@!! of a player.
That’s for sure,” Coach Breznitsky
said.

“We are ecstatic. This is a dream
come true. This journey we are tak-
ing. It is going to be crazy going into
the sectional and hopefully to the
states,” Stripling said.
Union 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 1

The Westfield High School girls
volleyball team defeated the 19-9
Randolph Lady Rams, 22-25, 25-19,
25-18, in the quarterfinal round of
the North Jersey, Group 4 tourna-
ment on November 3.

Grace Antonelli amassed 25 digs
and added eight service points for the

14-6 Blue Devils. Nicole Boretz had
seven service points and five digs.
Morgan Bowen had 14 digs and
notched nine kills, seven service
points, three blocks and a pair of aces.
Amanda Earl notched nine kills and
had five service points with an ace,
two digs and two blocks. Erin

Fitzpatrick had six kills and a dig.
Kayla Rodrigues had 28 assists, 12
digs, seven service points with an ace
and a block. Catherine Sabatino had
four blocks. Elena Scarano had eight
digs and five service points. Courtney
Weisse had five blocks, four digs and
four kills. Ashley Dietz added a block.

LadyBlue Devils Rip Randolph Rams in Volleyball Sectionals

THE WINNING COMBINATION…The Blue Devil girls volleyball team defeated Randolph in three games on November
3 to advance to the semifinals of the North Jersey, Group 4 tournament to face the Livingston Lady Lancers on November
7. The Lady Lancers defeated the Blue Devils, 25-13, 25-16. Blue Devil Morgan Bowen had five blocks in the game.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING SOME FINE BLOCKING…Raider running back Anthony Byers, No. 1, got some fine blocking from Matt
Jegede, No. 12, in the game against the Elizabeth Minutemen on November 5.


