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Gritty Blue Devils Ambush Spartans, 37-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

after an injury at the beginning of the
season, that kept cutting the powerful
Spartan offense with dangerous run-
ning back Kellen Sperduto off at the
pass.

“It starts up front with our defense.
Our defensive line did a great job of
controlling the line of scrimmage.
The linebackers did a great job of
filling the holes when they were there,”
O’Rourke said.

In the first half, Sperduto was lim-
ited to 28 yards on 10 carries. Inter-
estingly due to a seven-yard sack by
Lanzano, the 8-1 Spartans totaled only
24 yards on the ground in the half.
The second half was even worse for
the Spartans, who had minus three
yards rushing.

“We knew he was going to be get-
ting the ball a lot. We knew they
wanted to establish the run. We knew
we had to get on him and tackle him
low, because he is a big kid. We had to
take them out of that part of the game,”
O’Rourke said.

Since yielding nearly 300 rushing
yards to Union Farmer star running
back Jaumari Bogan on October 7,
the Blue Devils’ defense seemed to
have learned a lesson, following up
with a 24-0 victory over Rahway on
October 22, a 12-0 victory over Lin-
den in the “Snow Bowl” on October
29 and by shutting out the Spartans
until the final play of the game.

“We definitely turned it up in prac-
tice. We wanted to make sure that
would never happen again,” O’Rourke
said.

O’Rourke contributed heavily with
three interceptions, as well as partici-
pating in several throws for losses.

“We are a cover three team. My
linebackers did a great job of getting
underneath the routes. I think both
picks came on short posts, and they

did a great job of disrupting the pass.
The other was a tipped ball, and it
came my way,” he said.

Linebacker Joe Rinaldi jarred a ball
loose that linebacker Nick LaFace
recovered. Defensive end Mike
LaFace recorded a crunching stuff,
and Joe Scaglione added a sack. On
special teams, Brendan Dugan deliv-
ered a cracking tackle. Kurt Kowalski
and Pat Johnson delivered a vicious
hit on a punt return.

O’Rourke totaled 117 yards on 28
carries and finished with respective
touchdown (TD) runs of five yards, 20
yards and three yards. On his 20-yard
TD, O’Rourke was nearly knocked
over just after the line of scrimmage
but recovered to finish the job.

“He hit me, and I put my hand
down to keep my balance. I may have
surprised a lot of people that I was
able to keep going. Even a lot of the
defensive players, it looked like they
stopped for a second. I made a couple
of cuts. Cut it back, and it was just
daylight from there,” explained
O’Rourke, who also had three recep-
tions for 54 yards.

Quarterback Nate Mitchell picked
apart the Spartans’ secondary to
record 16 completions in 23 attempts
for 175 yards. Once again, his favor-
ite receiver was the sure-handed Ondi,
who had nine receptions for 63 yards.
Mike Stravach had a 25-yard recep-
tion. Kowalski had a nine-yard recep-
tion. Lanzano had a 15-yard recep-
tion, and David Kane had a nine-yard

reception.
Running back Dugan finished with

10 carries for 65 yards, including a
two-yard TD. Kyle Star carried seven
times for 20 yards, and Shakiyl Glasco
had six carries for 47 yards, including
a two-yard TD.

Westfield scored on its second se-
ries on a nine-play, 50-yard drive
when O’Rourke scooted in from the
five with 1:51 left in the first quarter.
Westfield’s next scoring drive took
14 plays to cover 77 yards when
O’Rourke finished it off with his 20-
yard TD with 6:00 left in the half.
The point after failed. O’Rourke
scored his third TD with 3:09 re-
maining to give Westfield a 20-0
lead at the half.

With 1:52 left in the third quarter,
Jon Gribbin kicked a 21-yard field
goal. O’Rourke’s second intercep-
tion set up Westfield’s next TD that
covered 30 yards on three plays.
Dugan had a 28-yard run to the
Spartan two then he took it in for
the TD with 0:32 left in the third
quarter.

Mike Elliott’s younger brother
Dylan set up the Blue Devils’ final
TD with an interception at the Spar-
tan 37. Six plays later, Glasco scored
from the two with 1:10 remaining to
make the score 37-0.

The huge victory set Westfield up
with the second seed for the playoff.
This Saturday, November 12, the Blue
Devils will host Bayonne. With a
victory, Westfield is expected to host
the winner between Elizabeth and
Union the following weekend.

“The guys on this team have been
playing together as long as I can
remember. We just don’t want to stop
playing. Now we got ourselves in a
great position with a couple of home
games. So we are looking good right
now,” O’Rourke said.
Immaculata   0   0   0   6 6
Westfield   7 13 10   7 37

21st Annual Mayor’s Charity Gala 
 

 
 

Please join us this year as we honor the                                        
Scotch Plains September 11th  Memorial Volunteers 

 
Memorial designed by Ernesto Hernandez • Built by Checchio Paving and D. Romeo Landscaping • Granite Work by 
Eastern Marble & Granite • Pavers donated by Bartell Farm & Garden Supply 
 
Materials and services provided by: Garden Homes, John Mandel Web Design, Parker Gardens, Patrick Bartels Electrical, 
Plainfield Granite Works, Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association, Weldon Concrete, W.J. Casey  Trucking & 
Rigging Co.. 
 
Additional goods and assistance provided by:  Alfonso’s Pizzeria, Apple Blossom Flower Shop, Arcade Marble, Inc., 
Cornerstone Architectural, EKA Associates, Espo’s Tree & Crane Service, Ferrara Landscape, MJS Welding Service, 
Natelli Bros Painting Contractors, Nature’s Beauty Marble, Ponzio Florist, Rutko Engraving Systems. 
 

 

Saturday, December 3rd, 2011—Scotch Plains Italian American Club 
7:00pm to Midnight 

$65 per person 
 

For more information or to purchase tickets please go to www.scotchplainsnj.com, contact the   
SP Recreation Department 322-6700 ext. 223, or visit the office at430 Park Avenue. 

 
PProceeds from this event will go to the Scotch Plains Police & Fire Departments, Scotch Plains Rescue Squad  

and Municipal Alliance Committee. 

BYERS SCORES 5 TDs, RUSHES 301 YDs, 2 RECEPTIONS

Raiders Erase ‘Blue Streaks’
In Football Showdown, 34-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three days of delay because of a
surprising snowstorm that blanketed
the northeast did not stop the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team’s winning streak that
stretched to three.

The Raiders’ offensive line and
fullback Anthony Lettieri provided
the blocking that opened the holes
for senior running back Anthony
Byers to gallop 301 yards, which
included five touchdowns (TD), en
route to a 34-7 jolting of the Warren

Hills Blue Streaks in Scotch Plains
on November 1.

In addition to Lettieri’s throwing
lead blocks, Byers, who also had two
receptions for 38 yards, added, “Chris
Devito, Andrew Miller, Matt Jegede
and the ‘O’ line. Jegede had downfield
blocks for me and helped me get my
touchdowns.”

Quarterback Steve Alleman effec-
tively passed when necessary and
completed five of seven attempts for
93 yards. Rob Mrozek had an 11-
yard reception, Jegede had a 27-yard
reception and Miller had a 17-yard

reception.
“We have been very positive in our

practices and coming into the games.
We are very excited. Three games in
a row! Hopefully, we can bring that
momentum into this Saturday [No-
vember 5 – Elizabeth],” said Alleman,
who added, “You got to play the
games one by one and play a great
second half of the season.”

“To their credit they didn’t quit.
We were worried about them pack-
ing it in. We have a young offensive
line, and they have really come to-

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REACHING FOR THE END ZONE…Raider running back Anthony Byers reaches for the end zone early in the fourth
quarter for his fifth touchdown against the Warren Hills Blue Streaks on November 1. Byers also had 301 rushing yards
and two receptions for 38 yards.
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209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2010
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052

Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 13th 1-4PM • 528 Prospect Street
Westfield. Timeless treasure in the heart of Westfield. Rare opportunity to own a captivating turn of the century 11
room, 5 bedroom, 3.2 bath Victorian situated on a half acre of property. Enchanting wrap-around porch and welcoming
entry lead to the reception foyer.  Architectural features include high ceilings, vintage moldings, hardwood flooring
and diamond paned windows. Elegant living room with fireplace, gracious dining room, sunny family room and a
delightful farm style kitchen overlooking the lush backyard and barn with hay loft, which is now home to a three car
garage. Finished lower level offers a tastefully decorated recreation room, laundry and storage areas. Freshly painted
exterior and brand new roof restores this gem to its ambiance of yesteryear. An unsurpassed “in town” location with
convenient proximity to schools, transportation and parks. Offered at $1,095,000.

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

Probitas Verus Honos

Apolgies to Captains:
Blue Devil team captains Peter

Ondi, Ryan Elliott and John
Lanzano were also interviewed,
along with James O’Rourke, and
made fine statements; however,
due to a tape malfunction, their
comments were not recorded.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINISHING THE JOB…Blue Devil running back James O’Rourke, No. 2, was nearly knocked over at the line of scrimmage
but recovered to complete a 20-yard touchdown run. O’Rourke also had a five-yard TD and a three-yard TD.
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                                        or call

                  Gene Gregory @ 908 322 0253
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                                        (908) 322-0253

                                     Office

Colorscapes, Inc.
Expert Tree and Shrub

 Care
33 Bonnie Burn Road
Watchung, NJ 07060

Mailing Address 49 Charnwood Road
New Providence, NJ 07974

 Experts at the “Art of Proper Tree
 and Shrub Pruning”, Restoration
 and Maintenance of Overgrown
 Stressed or Damaged Trees and
 Shrubs.
 See What your Trees and Shrubs
 Should look like …. And what
 your gardens and Outdoor living
 areas could look like go to our
 website at:


