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Raiders Nip Blue Devils for UCT Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

COUGAR WALCH WINS ALL-AROUND, WF’s COOK 3RD

Cougars, Westfield Place 2-3
In Section Gymnastics Meet

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Host Bishop Ahr won its fifth straight
North Jersey, Section 2 gymnastics
championship in north Edison on No-
vember 5 with a team score of 110.45,
while Cranford and Westfield placed 2-
3 with respective scores of 107.55 and
107.225. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
placed fourth with a 103.8 total.

Last year, the Blue Devils also fin-
ished third with a total of 105.875,
behind Bishop Ahr at 111.625 and
Old Bridge at 107.55. Cranford placed
fourth with a total of 105.5 and the
Raiders took sixth with a 100.2 total.
Cranford Cougar Mary Kate Walch
tied for third all-around with a total
of 36.625. Blue Devil Abby Cook
placed fifth with a 36.25 total. Walch
placed second in the vault with a
9.325 and also took second on the
floor exercise with a 9.4.

“I came in the top-six and I made
states. I think I tied for third. I was
really happy to make it to top-six,”
Walch said in an interview on No-
vember 4.

Walch was keenly aware of the stiff
competition with last year’s state All-
Around champion Kyla Vacchio of
Bishop Ahr and her neighbors from
Westfield.

“I like to look at the standings. I
like to look at the meets to watch and
the girls to watch, because it is really
entertaining to see how everybody
else is doing. I heard Kyla will be
back, and I am really happy from her
shoulder injury that she’s back. Of
course, I look at my teammates. Alex
[Puryear] is doing really well. I look
at the Westfield girls, because I have
been working next to them in clubs,”
Walch said.

When asked if she had any new
tricks up her sleeve, Walch said, “I do
not have any tricks up my sleeve. I am
playing it the way I have been play-
ing it all year. Don’t knock what’s
working for me.”

Then after some thought, she said,
“Actually I do have a trick up my
sleeve. I am going to layout instead
of doing a pike [on her vaulting rou-
tine].”

On November 5, Walch’s new trick
earned her the top score on the vault
with a 9.425 and also helped her win
the all-around with a 37.575. Cook
placed fourth with an all-around total
of 36.65, while Puryear placed fifth
at 35.575.

Walch also took top honors on the
balance beam with a 9.35, placed
second on floor exercises with a 9.575
and fourth on uneven bar with a 9.125.

Cook placed fourth on the vault with
a 9.325, and Raider Kacie Bumiller
tied for fifth with a 9.125. Cook took
fifth on bars with a 9.05 and fourth on
the floor at 9.375, followed by Puryear
at 9.35. Raider Alex Peluso took
fourth on beam with a 9.15.

All five sectional winners, along
with the top five teams with the high-
est non-winning scores throughout the
state advanced to the NJSIAA Team
Championships on November 10.
Westfield, Cranford and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood did not qualify, as the lowest
qualifying wild card score was 107.7.
The top five individual scorers on
each event did qualify for the Indi-
vidual Championships this Saturday.

WESTFIELD SCORES BY EVENT:
ALL-AROUND: Cook - 36.65, Hannah

Goldring - 34.725, Jenna Rizkalla -
32.525

VAULT: Cook - 9.325, Rizkalla and
Sara Shields - 8.8, Hannah Goldring -
8.5, Kaitlyn Johnson - 8.45, Kelly Vasel
- 8.35, Christana Psyhojos - 8.3

BARS: Cook - 9.05, Mae Devin - 8.7,
Hannah Goldring - 8.45, Lindsay
Ripperger - 8.325, Lyndsey Lee - 8.1,
Johnson - 7.85, Rizkalla - 7.725, Abbie
Goldring - 7.425

BEAM: Cook and Shileds - 8.9,
Ripperger - 8.85, Hannah Goldring -
8.65, Psyhojos - 8.175, Lee - 8.075,
Vasel - 7.9, Rizkalla - 7.5

FLOOR: Cook - 9.375, Hannah
Goldring - 9.125, Vasel - 8.95, Shields -
8.65, Rizkalla - 8.5, Johnson - 8.35

the game, Blue Devils Mercedes
Smith and Ellie Callinan pushed for-
ward to provide even more tension.

“Yes! Oh Wow! After our goal, I
knew they were going to come out a
lot harder, and they did. They put
some stronger players up top. I got a
little scared at the end. They kept on
coming at us and coming at us, but we
kept composed,” Pierce said

Raider goalkeepers Taylor Sebolao,
who played the first half and had a
save, and Meghan Allen, who played
the second half and had three saves,
withstood the pressure.

The setup for the sole goal came
through a slight adjustment with
Pierce’s run down the right sideline.

“That’s normally what I do. Also
with the track running coming into
play, coming down the sideline, run-
ning and running. The play before, I
just ran down, and Mr. Ewing said,
‘take it down a little farther across the
end line’. I cut in and cut back out,
which really worked out in practice.
Then I just put it down and Lea got it
right in the net,” explained Pierce,
who competed in the 800 meters at
the Meet of Champions last June 9.

“Erin Pierce went out wide. She cut
in really close to the goalie, and I just
pressed. It [ball] went up on my foot,
and I chipped it in a little,” Salituro
explained.

In his nine years at the helm, Raider
Head Coach Kevin Ewing has had his
teams produce six UCT titles in the
last seven years.

“He’s the greatest coach! He al-
ways knows the plays and positions
that we are supposed to be in. He puts
us in the right spots where we are
supposed to play. We just all click and
work together that way,” Salituro said.

But throughout the season, it was
not just the pressure from Westfield
that kept the Raiders on their toes.

“The pressure in the beginning is
always the hardest, because you are
not always sure how you are going to
do. Towards the end of the season, we
knew we could do it. It’s like we
always win the counties. It’s a lot of
pressure, but we can always pull it
out,” Salituro said

“We have always known at the be-
ginning of the year that we are the
team to beat, since we mostly domi-
nated the county for the last six or
seven years. Mr. Ewing says we have
a target on our back. We decided that
people will be coming after us, and

we have to stay sharp and composed,
and we will be able to beat them like
we did today,” Pierce said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 1
Westfield 0 0 0

LEAHY FINISHES 2ND, KIRNA GETS 8TH

Blue Devil Boys Capture
Second Straight X-C Title
The Westfield High School boys

cross-country team successfully de-
fended its North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 title by outpacing the field at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on No-
vember 5. The Blue Devil boys had a
total of 48 to easily outdo North
Hunterdon at 105 and Ridge at 107.

Blue Devil Jack Leahy crossed sec-
ond behind Piscataway’s Tim Ball
(15:50) with a time of 16:06, and
John Kirna finished eighth with a
time of 16:35. Kevin Smith finished
11th with a time of 16:45, followed
by Matt Luppino at 16:48 and Kevin
Ingram at 16:59. Evan Tarlow fin-
ished 19th at 17:11, and David
Carville crossed 31st at 17:26.

The Cranford Cougar boys placed
fourth in their Group 3 sectional with
a total of 92. Mendham took top
honors with a 49 total. Tom Feeney
finished eighth with a time of 17:18.
The Cougar girls finished fifth with a
total of 141, and Megan Byrnes fin-
ished 10th with a time of 20:39.

The Blue Devil girls placed eighth
in their meet with a 217 total. Johanna
Mermer finished 28th at 20:58. Alana
Basil crossed 43rd at 21:39, Elisabeth
Neylan crossed 50th at 21:57,
Danielle Grimes finished 53rd at
22:05, Gabrielle Stravach finished
64th at 22:42, Hannah McRoberts
was 65th at 22:54 and Erica Fischer
finished 73rd at 23:21.Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING TO THE BALL FIRST…Blue Devil Catherine Kerr, No. 13, tries to get to the ball as Raider midfielder Julie
Glover, No. 23, closes in during the UCT championship game at Kean University on November 5.

Courtesy of Oliver Kirna for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AMONG THE FRONT RUNNERS…Blue Devils John Kirna, No. 680, and Jack
Leahy, No. 681, were among the frontrunners at the sectional cross-country meet.
Leahy finished second and Kirna finished eighth. Westfield won the title again.
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OPEN HOUSE EVENT - NOVEMBER 13TH - AS NOTED

“SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRY” by dropping off food donations at one of our Open Houses!

CRANFORD $159,900
First flr condo in prime locn - just 2 blks to transp. Maint fee incl heat/water/
trash. DIR: Centennial/Cranford Hall Rd/E Lincoln Pk.

Agent: Elizabeth Bataille MLS: 2884070

FANWOOD $259,000
Charming Fanwood Cape! Freshly painted, Newly refinished floors, Beautifully
updated bath. Lrg storage area on 2nd flr.

Agent: Janice Kodatt MLS: 2888439

MOUNTAINSIDE $299,000
Delightful Ranch in conv loc. LR w/fpl, formal DR, updt bath & more! Great for
first time or scale down buyer. DIR: Mountain/Woodland.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2897578

SCOTCH PLAINS $350,000
Pristine townhome offering natural light & open flr plan. Int features have highest
level of detail w/meticulous updates & top of line amenities.

Agent: Shari Schuster MLS: 2890871

SCOTCH PLAINS $419,000
Light, bright, & spacious! Freshly painted. Appealing neutral decor. Gleaming
hwd floors. DIR: Evergreen/Cedar/Monica.

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2897955

SCOTCH PLAINS $439,000
Charming Colonial w/many recent updts & amenities! Refin hwd flrs & high
ceilings thruout! Ideal for entertaining. DIR: Westfield Rd to Lyde Pl.

Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 2895149

SCOTCH PLAINS $489,000
Delightful 4BR Colonial on 1/3 acre prop on end of culdesac. Sunlit LR,  spac
kit, formal DR & more! DIR: Glenside/Canterbury.

Agent: Jocelyne Holden MLS: 2897435

SCOTCH PLAINS $969,000
Sprawling home w/large rooms, spacious Kitchen w/breakfast area, beautiful
yard w/ingrnd pool, Masterw/sitting room & more! DIR: Martine to Fenimore.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 2884749

Classic home in unsurpassed locn. All lrg rms, hwd flrs, updt Ei-Kit, updt main
bath, CAC, 1st flr laundry, formal DR w/French drs. DIR: E Dudley/Highland.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2856301

WESTFIELD $999,900
Enchanting 1926 Westfield colonial w/charming front porch, stunning kitchen/
fam rm addition(2003) w/ss appl. Close to NYC transport & downtown.

Agents: Beth Sullivan/Barbara Lang MLS: 2896187

WESTFIELD $1,195,000
Sprawling Indian Forest cust blt Col w/marble foyer, elegant LR w/fpl, ample
closet/stor, incredible prop in great locn. DIR: Lawrence/Watchung Fork/Lenape.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2897214

WESTFIELD $1,295,000
Stunning 2005 Colonial, 2 story foyer. Handsome oak floors, some w/inlaid
borders. Many amenities & recent improvements.  Landscaped pvt property.

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2889250

OPEN SUNDAY 11/13 1-4PM  407 Lincoln Park E OPEN SUNDAY 11/13 1-4PM  571 Woodland Ave

OPEN SUNDAY 11/13 1-4PM  2320 Lyde Place OPEN SUNDAY 11/13 1-4PM  7 Fenimore Dr

OPEN SUNDAY 11/13 1-4PM  940 Highland Ave OPEN SUNDAY 11/13 1-4PM  719 Lenape Trail

WESTFIELD $849,000

OPEN SUNDAY 11/13 1-4PM  2351 Monica Pl OPEN SUNDAY 11/13 1-4PM  61 Canterbury Dr


