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– Obituaries –
A. Douglas Murch, 82, Family Man;
Longtime Executive With Prudential

A. Douglas Murch, 82, passed away
peacefully on Wednesday, October
26, 2011, at Jersey Shore University
Medical Center in Neptune, N.J.

Born in Toronto in
1928, he attended the
University of Toronto
as a Prince of Wales
Scholar, graduated with
a B.A. with Honours in
Math in 1951 and
earned his FSA (Fellow
of Society of Actuar-
ies) in 1952. Shortly
after graduation, Doug
moved to Montclair,
N.J., where he met his
wife, Mary. After a brief
return to Toronto, he
and his family returned
to New Jersey, where
he resided in Westfield for 43 years.

Doug began his 38-year career with
Prudential Financial as an actuarial
student in its Toronto office, but was
soon transferred to its corporate of-
fice in Newark, N.J. Prudential was a
pioneer in the use of computer sys-
tems to service its enormous volume
of policies, and Doug was instrumen-
tal in the design and building of the
company’s systems. In 1965 he was
promoted to vice-president and reas-
signed as second in charge of the
Canadian Head Office in Toronto.
After returning to New Jersey in 1967
as vice-president in Corporate Fi-
nancial Planning, he was later pro-
moted in 1969 to senior vice-presi-
dent in charge of Computer Systems
and Services for the entire company.
In 1982, he was named Prudential’s
chief actuary. At his retirement in
1989, he held the rank of executive
vice-president and was a member of

the company’s Executive Office.
After retirement, Doug spent sev-

eral years designing and building his
dream house on Lake Sunapee in

New Hampshire, where he
and his wife lived for
nearly a decade and en-
joyed being host to nu-
merous family and friends
for visits throughout the
years. Most recently, he
resided in Tinton Falls,
N.J. He was devoted to his
family and had a quick
wit and a wonderful sense
of humor.

He was predeceased by
his wife, Mary (Knapp)
Murch, in 2008, as well as
his sister, Helen Millson,
and brother, Arthur. He is

survived by his sister, Jean Morrison;
his daughter, Susan McLoughlin; his
sons, David and Steven, and his grand-
children, Brendan, Kevin, Collin,
Griffin and Avery.

A memorial/remembrance will be
held on Saturday, November 26, at
1:30 p.m. at Glen Ridge Country Club
in Glen Ridge, N.J. In lieu of flowers,
donations in his memory can be made
to the American Heart Association.
Condolences also may be made online
at www.elyfuneralhome.com.
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A. Douglas Murch

Theodore Dziedzic, 90, Army Veteran;
Employed By Rheingold Brewing Co.

Theodore F. Dziedzic, 90, passed
away peacefully on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 1, 2011, at Overlook Medical
Center in Summit.

Born on July 8, 1921 in Jersey City,
Mr. Dziedzic later resided in Westfield
before retiring and moving to
Chadwick Beach, N.J.

He served in the U.S. Army in the
Military Police. Ted was employed
by Rheingold Brewing Company in
Orange, N.J. as a union steward for
the Teamsters.

Teddy was predeceased by his lov-
ing wife, Evelyn; his grandson, Brett
Atlas, and his siblings, Matthew,
Stanley and Jennie.

Surviving are his beloved daugh-
ters, Diane Connolly and her hus-
band, Thomas P., and Dr. Gayle Atlas

and Kenneth DeMott. He also will be
deeply missed by his grandchildren,
Allison Connolly and her partner, Lori
Hill, Thomas B. Connolly and his
wife, Laura, and Craig Atlas, and his
great-grandchildren, Ryan and Megan
Connolly.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held
on Friday, November 4, 2011, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home of Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to The Humane Society of
the United States. To leave an online
condolence for the family, please visit
dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Joseph W. Gladis, 68, Was Executive;
Active University of Miami Alumnus

Joseph William Gladis passed away
on Friday, October 28, 2011, in a
hospice near his home in Naples, Fla.
He was 68.

Joseph was born on April 21, 1943
in Bayonne, N.J., one of four chil-
dren of Joseph and Mary Gladis. He
lived in Westfield for over 60 years
before retiring to Naples in 2009.

After graduating from Westfield
High School, Joe went on to the Uni-
versity of Miami, where he received
a Bachelor of Science degree in Mar-
keting in June of 1964. Joe was a
member of the New Jersey National
Guard. Until his death, he served on
the Foundation Board of his frater-
nity, ATO. He also was a member of
the University of Miami Society of
Founders. Joe was a longtime mem-
ber of Elks Lodge 1528.

He was president of International
Tanker Chartering Services, Inc. in

Mountainside, N.J.
Joe was a loving husband, father

and grandfather. He is survived by
his beloved wife, April; his daugh-
ters, Jill Burd of Princeton and Susan
Stoneback of Colonia; a brother,
Frederick Gladis of Westfield, and
his sisters, Jane Gladis of Westfield
and Elizabeth Lorenz of Greenwood
Village, Colo. Joseph also leaves be-
hind four grandchildren, Annabelle
and Charlotte Burd and David and
Joseph Stoneback, and many nieces
and nephews.

A memorial service celebrating
Joe’s life is planned for the near
future.

Memorial contributions can be
made to Folds of Honor Foundation,
5800 N. Patriot Drive, Owasso, Okla.
74055.
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PEO CHAPTER TURNS 30…Westfield’s Chapter AS of the P.E.O. Sisterhood
gathers for a 30th-anniversary celebration at the Stage House Restaurant in Scotch
Plains, where members reminisced about their group’s varied accomplishments
throughout the past three decades. A philanthropic and educational organization,
P.E.O. champions increased higher-education opportunities for women.

P.E.O. Chapter AS Gathers
For 30th-Year Celebration

WESTFIELD – Members of
Westfield’s Chapter AS of the P.E.O.
Sisterhood celebrated the 30th an-
niversary of their chapter’s organi-
zation during an October 29 gather-
ing at the Stage House Restaurant
in Scotch Plains.

Nineteen members, including all
five charter members, were present
for the occasion. Attendees viewed a
PowerPoint presentation covering
the chapter’s history from its incep-
tion through the present, and remi-
nisced about their activities, which
have included conventions, infor-
mational programs, social events,
craft projects, book discussions and
fundraising to support P.E.O.’s six
educational philanthropies.

The P.E.O. Sisterhood, founded
January 21, 1869 at Iowa Wesleyan
College in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, is
a philanthropic and educational or-
ganization interested in bringing to
women increased opportunities for
higher education. There are approxi-
mately 6,000 local chapters in the
United States and Canada, with
nearly 250,000 active members.
Chapter AS was organized in
Westfield on October 31, 1981.

For more information about the

P.E.O. Sisterhood and its six educa-
tional philanthropies, which include
the P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund,
the P.E.O. Program for Continuing
Education, the P.E.O. International
Peace Scholarship, the P.E.O.
Scholar Awards, Cottey College,
and the P.E.O. STAR Scholarship,
contact Jenny Cline at (908) 789-
9353, e-mail asnjpeo@yahoo.com
or visit peointernational.org.

FCC Adult Studies to Look
At Solomon and Advent

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield will re-
sume its adult studies series next week
with programs on Solomon and the
season of Advent. All classes will be
free and open to the public.

Beginning Monday, November 14,
“What a Wise Guy!: The Life and
Times of Solomon” will examine
the life of Israel’s most successful
king. During this four-week class,
participants will discuss the myths,
realities and greater significance of
the legendary Biblical figure whose
name has become synonymous with
wisdom. The course will continue
on Mondays, November 28, Decem-
ber 5 and 12, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
in the church’s Chapel Lounge.

On Tuesday evenings beginning
November 15, “In Advent of Christ-
mas” will focus on preparing for the
arrival of the Christ Child amid all the
other holiday stress. Continuing on
November 29, December 6 and 13,
the course will look at the meanings

behind Advent traditions and help par-
ticipants find the true spirit of the
season. Classes will meet from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. in the church’s Chapel
Lounge.

First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. For additional informa-
tion, call the church office at (908)
233-2494 or visit the church website,
fccofwestfield.org.

Author to Discuss
‘The Convent Cook’
CRANFORD – The Cranford His-

torical Society will present Maria
Tisdall, author of “The Convent
Cook: Divine Meals for Families
Large and Small” this Sunday, No-
vember 13, at 2:30 p.m. It will take
place at the Crane-Phillips House
Museum, located at 124 North Union
Avenue in Cranford. Doors will open
at 2 p.m. There will be a discussion
and book signing.

A graduate of the Culinary Insti-
tute of America, Ms. Tisdall subse-
quently spent six years in restaurants
before starting work at Saint Walburga
monastery. She is the owner of
Cheese…Please! in Cranford, a spe-
cialty shop that carries close to 100
different kinds of cheeses, all hand-
cut to order, among other Irish and
British treats.

Admission will be free with responses.
To reserve a seat, interested persons may
call (908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Qi Gong Meditation
To Be Held Nov. 19

SCOTCH PLAINS – A free Medi-
cal Qi Gong Meditation Class will be
offered on Saturday, November 19,
from 10:30 a.m. to noon at the Wil-
low Grove Presbyterian Church.

Free and open to everyone, Medi-
cal Qi Gong is a course of meditation
exercises. Participants are asked to
be on time, as once the session be-
gins, it cannot be interrupted.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the Southside Firehouse
and near the corner of South Martine
Avenue. The building is handicap-
accessible.

For more information about Wil-
low Grove, call the church office,
Monday through Friday, at (908) 232-
5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or ac-
cess willowgrovechurch.org.

Joyce Tischler, 91, Was Active in Temple;
Enjoyed Painting and Teaching Ceramics
Joyce Tischler, 91, died on Satur-

day, November 5, 2011, at her resi-
dence in Westfield, N.J.

Born in New York City, Joyce had
resided in Westfield since 1953. She
was past president of the Sisterhood,
historian and craft show committee
member at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield. A recipient of the Women
of Valor Award (Atlantic District),
she was a member of Hadassah and
the New Jersey Council of Jewish
Women.

Joyce was an avid painter and
taught ceramics for over 50 years.
She also was an avid collector of
Wedgwood and Rookwood pottery.

She was the beloved wife of the
late Mel Grabel and the late Louis

Tischler; devoted mother of Keith
Grabel and his wife, Maggie, and
Gary Grabel and his wife, Rosanna,
and loving and proud grandmother
of Michael, Seth, Megan, Melody
and Ethan.

Services were held on Tuesday,
November 8, 2011, at Temple Emanu-
El in Westfield. Interment was at Beth
Israel Cemetery in Woodbridge, N.J.

Donations in Joyce’s honor may be
made to the Joyce Tischler Flower
and Oneeg Fund, with checks made
payable to Temple Emanu-El and
mailed to 756 East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

Arrangements were by Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union.
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Rescue Squad Fund Drive
For 2011 Comes Up Short

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad’s 2011 fund
drive will soon wind down as the
year comes to an end next month.
The all-volunteer squad, which pro-
vides EMS coverage to the commu-
nity of Westfield at no cost, reports
that the fund drive has not yet met its
goal. According to Jonathan Delano,
squad deputy captain, it is essential
to the squad’s daily operations that
the fund drive meets its goal.

Mr. Delano explained that the an-
nual fund drive that started in March
is the one time the squad looks to
every person in Westfield to make a
donation. The squad, which has pro-
vided emergency medical services
to the town for more than 60 years,
receives no funds from the Town of
Westfield or the State of New Jersey.

Reid Edles, squad president,

added, “we have had great support
from the community so far, but as
the fund drive hasn’t met its goal,
the squad urges every Westfield resi-
dent to consider making a donation
to the squad.”

The rescue squad, which during
the recent surprise October snow-
storm answered 18 emergency medi-
cal calls during the 24 hours of the
storm, does not charge for its ser-
vices. Tax-deductible contributions
can be made to: The Westfield Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad, 335 Watterson
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090. For
further information, call the squad
at (908) 233-2500.

Nugent Association
Posts Annual Dance

AREA – The Joseph Nugent Sr.
Association of Union County will
hold its 78th annual dance on Sat-
urday, November 19, from 8 p.m.
until midnight at the Kenilworth
Veterans Center, located at 33 South
21st Street in Kenilworth.

The Irish-American organization
will honor Phil Smith as Irishman
of the Year and Eileen McGuire as
Irish Woman of the Year.

This year’s recipient of the Greta
Sheridan Memorial Community
Service Award is Tom Zuczek.

Paddy Yorke will receive the Jack
O’Connor Nugent’s Finest Award.

The Nugent’s Bravest Award will
be presented to Brian McGovern.

The Willie Lynch Show Band will
provide entertainment. Admission
will be $25 and includes beer, wine,
coffee, cake and tea. There also will
be a cash bar.

For reservations or more infor-
mation, call Carol Martin at (732)
851-5109 or Kevin Dowling at (732)
594-1763. Tickets also will be avail-
able at the door.

Founded by Joseph Nugent, Sr.
in 1933, the Nugent Association is
the oldest independent Irish-Ameri-
can organization in the State of New
Jersey.

Lions List Winners
Of Costume Contest
GARWOOD – The following bor-

ough children were winners of the an-
nual Halloween Costume Contest spon-
sored by the Garwood Lions Club.
Judging took place in the Lincoln
School gymnasium October 31 imme-
diately following the annual parade.

Infants to age 3: First place, Sean
Hyland; second place, Emily Hyland;
third place, Matteo Piarulli; fourth
place, Tyler Miller.

Pre-kindergarten and kindergarten:
First place, Nicholas Piarulli; second
place, Izabella Moore; third place,
Emmalee Miller.

Grades 1 and 2: First place, Peyton
Collings; second place, Ryan Trip;
third place, Sarah Scetkowski; fourth
place, Alyssa Dominguez.

Grades 3 and 4: First place, Syra
Merlino; second place, Brandon
Clark; third place, Emily Zeigerson.

Grades 5 and 6: First place, Carly
Collings; second place, Samantha
Prednia; third place, Eric Hamilton;
fourth place, Victoria Morano.

Middle school winner – Giorgio
Maris.

PARTNERS FOR HOPE…Rotary District No. 7510 Governor Megan Jones-
Holt presents a certificate to Past District Governor Dr. D. Michael Hart,
representing the Rotary Club of Westfield, acknowledging Westfield Rotary as
a partner in the Homes of Hope program benefiting a village in Ecuador. The flag
of Ecuador is in the background. The certificate was presented October 12 at a
Homes of Hope fundraiser in Franklin Township.

Westfield Rotary Is Partner
In Helping Ecuadorian Kids
WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club of

Westfield sponsors a child every year in
the little Rio Guayus fishing village in
Ecuador, on the outskirts of Guyaquil, as
part of Rotary District No. 7510’s Homes
of Hope program. This sponsorship in-
cludes breakfast every day, medical and
dental care, books and uniforms. Chil-
dren cannot attend school in Ecuador
unless they buy a uniform, and the school
typically ends in sixth grade.

This Rotary program supports chil-
dren through the completion of high
school. Some of the children have gone
on to college, and they should have the
first-ever college graduate from this vil-
lage at the end of this school year. Many
of the Rotary clubs in District No. 7510
support one or more children, so that all
of the village youngsters are sponsored.

The children in the program are re-
quired to practice personal hygiene,
brush their teeth and maintain a 3.0 (B)
grade point average. Students with an
“A” average win a prize – a trip to the
capital city, movies and dinner. The
good news is that 100 percent of the
children in the village are in school. A
big problem in the desperately poor
fishing village is that families would
prefer to have the children work on the
boats and help sustain the family. They
will not see the benefits of advanced
education until some of the children

graduate college and obtain jobs with
significant salaries.

Two Rotary clubs in New Jersey –
Branchburg and Clinton Sunrise –
started the Homes of Hope program in
2002, and eventually were joined by
other Rotary clubs. They adopted a
village that was desperately poor, and
sent a team of volunteers there every
summer to help the village. First, small
wooden houses were built for each of
the approximately 50 families in the
village. The following years saw the
building of a community center, then a
septic system, then a medical clinic,
and then repairs to the school, which
had been damaged by an earthquake.
Every summer a physician, a dentist
and a professional educator were sent
to monitor the children, along with two
teams of volunteers to build more infra-
structure. Future plans include pipes
for a steady water supply. For more
information, visit the website
rotaryhomesofhope.org.

The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
every Tuesday for lunch from 12:15 to
1:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
Guests are always welcome. The club
president is Sherry Cronin, and the Grants
chairwoman is Darielle Walsh. For addi-
tional information, contact Dr. D.
Michael Hart at drmhart@yahoo.com.

Gaming Day on Tap
At Township Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – All area resi-

dents are invited to celebrate the Ameri-
can Library Association’s National
Gaming Day at the Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library this Saturday, November
12. There will be fun and games for all
ages, throughout the library, includ-
ing board games, card games and
Frogger Returns on the Wii.

Board and card games will be avail-
able from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the
Children’s and Adult Rooms, with
Frogger Returns on the Wii from 9:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Registration is not required for the
board and card games, but gamers
are asked to register in advance for
30-minute Frogger slots – 9:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. for family groups and
adult gamers, and 2 to 4 p.m. for
teens, grades 6 through 12.

From 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. a re-
sponsible adult must accompany any-
one under 18 years old. During teen
time, from 2 to 4 p.m., library staff will
supervise gaming. No younger chil-
dren will be admitted during teen time.
This is a single or two-person game, but
groups can take turns, as well. To pre-
register for Frogger Returns, call the
library at (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204, e-mail library@scotlib.org or
register online at scotlib.org.

This program is free and open to
all. The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

Theater Critic to Give
Talk to College Club
FANWOOD – The College Club

of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will host a
program called “A Personal History
of the American Theater” on Mon-
day, November 14.

Peter Filichia, a New York-based
theater critic for The Star-Ledger and
New Jersey’s television station News
12 and a columnist for
theatermania.com and
masterworksbroadway.com, will share
stories and memories from his years of
experience inside the world of the stage.

This program will be held at The
Chelsea, located at 295 South Av-
enue in Fanwood, beginning at 7:45
p.m., with light refreshments at 7:30
p.m. All are welcome.

Church Invites Singles
To Wine and Cheese
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All Saints’

Episcopal Church will host a Wine
and Cheese Party for single adults of
all ages this Sunday, November 13,
from 3 to 5 p.m. in Lea Hall.

Besides wine and cheese, partygoers
will be able to enjoy soda and snacks,
games, a sing-along and fellowship.
There will be a charge of $10 per
person. To make reservations, call the
church at (908) 322-8047.

All Saints’ Church is located at 559
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, across
from Park Middle School. The park-
ing lot is behind Lea Hall, accessed
via Church Avenue to School Place.

Barbara Giambalvo, 62
Barbara E. Giambalvo, 62, of

Fanwood passed away on Monday,
November 7, 2011, at Robert Wood
Johnson Medical Center in New
Brunswick.

Born in Orange, she lived most of
her life in Fanwood.

Surviving are her husband, Michael
Giambalvo; her daughters, Jennifer
(Brian) Hayeck and Michelle
(Angelo) Cannizzo, and her three
beloved grandchildren, Emily,
Michael and Matthew.

Funeral services will be held at 10
a.m. tomorrow, Friday, November 11,
at the All Saints’ Episcopal Church,
559 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Interment will follow at Graceland
Memorial Park in Kenilworth. Visi-
tation will be today, Thursday, No-
vember 10, from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9
p.m., at the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her
memory may be made to the Susan
G. Komen Foundation
(www.komen.org). For additional
information or to express condo-
lences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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