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Mayor Mahr Remembers
Resident Killed by Car

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr spoke at Monday
night’s borough council meeting
about the tragic death of a Fanwood
resident, which occurred earlier this
month.

Monica Reiss, 59, died early last
Wednesday morning from injuries
sustained when she was hit by a car,
while walking home last Tuesday
night from the Fanwood Train Sta-
tion.

A Cranford woman driving a
Volkswagen struck Mrs. Reiss, who
was crossing Midway Avenue be-
tween Tillotson Road and Ridge
Way, around 6:45 last Tuesday.

The mayor called the accident,
occurring just prior to the council’s
November 1 meeting, “very tragic”
and “a terrible moment.” Speed,
she said, was not a factor in the
accident. She urged all pedestrians
to be careful while walking, espe-
cially as it gets dark earlier. “We
need to be mindful that there are
people everywhere,” she stressed.

The mayor also attended funeral
services, last Friday, at Congrega-
tion Beth Israel in Scotch Plains,
where hundreds came to remember
Mrs. Reiss.

“Her life was very meaningful,”
the mayor said of Mrs. Reiss, who
served as director of Corporate and
Foundation Giving for “Autism
Speaks,” a New York-based charity.
The 25-year Fanwood resident, who
also called Westfield home, leaves
behind two young adult children.

The mayor said as she sat there
with Fanwood residents, “nobody
could make any sense of it at all.
None.” She said Mrs. Reiss was
only in her 50s and was getting
ready to embark on a trip to Israel
with the congregation.

“This hit home,” the mayor said.
“This hasn’t happened in a very
long time...It leaves a mark on all
of us…we are going to keep the
family in our prayers and wishes.”

In other council business, Coun-
cilwoman Kathleen Mitchell said
she has been informed by Police
Chief Richard Trigo that robberies
are up in many surrounding towns.

“So far,  nothing has hit
Fanwood,” she said, but she urged
residents to be vigilant and take all
safety precautions, including lock-
ing doors.

Fanwood has earned an honor-
able mention from the New Jersey
League of Municipalities, in the

“Innovation in Governance” Cat-
egory, for how the borough “rein-
vented small public-works jobs.”

The League lauded the borough
for how it chose to handle improve-
ments to King Street. Instead of
going out to bid, the borough served
as general contractor for the job in-
house, using unemployed union
members who were home “cooling
their heels in the local union halls,”
the mayor said. All told, this saved
the borough $60,000 by perform-
ing work in-house.

The union used, Laborers’ Inter-
national Union of North America
(LIUNA), is based in Elizabeth but
includes many Fanwood residents.

The borough, as well as seven
other communities, will also be
highlighted in the Department of
Community Affairs’ (DCA) Rede-
velopment Handbook for how it
has handled improvements to its
downtown.

“We are definitely on the right
track,” the mayor said. “If we were
questioning ourselves, now we
know not to.”

In other business, Scotch Plains
resident Michael Doran will become
the borough’s new public defender
after Michelle Jaker resigned. He
will start on November 17.

The board also granted the Lions
Club permission to conduct its an-
nual Christmas tree sale at
LaGrande Park and place nativity
figures on the north side of the train
station.

Councilman Russell Huegel
touted the work of the Department
of Public Works, saying it “did a
great job” during the last nor’easter.
He said most people took the storm
– and the damage left in its wake –
“in stride.” Due to the amount of
downed limbs, leaf pickup has been
suspended, as the borough turns its
attention to clearing the brush.

Mayor Mahr asked for residents’
patience, saying the crew is “going
non-stop moving around town.”

At the beginning of the council
session, the borough honored
Fanwood resident Alan Ebersole,
88, for his 75 years of service to the
Boy Scouts of America. Mayor
Mahr said the public might know
Mr. Ebersole more so as “the face”
of the Fanwood Recycling Center,
where he has served as its director
for the last 25 years.

Mr. Ebersole was moved by the
presentation and implored others to
“try and leave a footprint, so people
know you came past.”

SERVICE WITH A SMILE…Westfield students, left to right, Leigh Heinbokel,
Caroline Ehrhardt, Evie Miller, Grace Cash, Nicole Dispenza and Emma Conlon
lent a hand as servers at the recent kick-off party for the Westfield United Fund’s
annual fundraising campaign. They are just a few of the more than 300 individu-
als who work with the fund’s volunteer committees, from campaign telethon and
marketing through finance and fund distribution. This year marks the launch of
the fund’s 75th anniversary campaign, with a goal of reaching $625,000 for
allocation among 19 social services agencies like Arc of Union County and
Westfield Day Care. For information or to make a contribution, visit
westfieldunitedfund.org.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD TIMES…Families dress to the nines for Halloween had a ghoulishly good
time at the Fanwood Halloween Parade and Costume Contest held October 31.
The evening began with a parade and ended at LaGrande Park with complimen-
tary cider and donuts.


