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CF GOP Takes Control;
Dems Sweep In Garwood
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Foul Ball Netting System
Sought by Union Catholic

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
zoning board last Thursday began hear-
ing testimony on the application for a
preliminary and final limited site plan
for a foul ball netting system, and asso-
ciate variances, for Union Catholic High
School, located at 1600 Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. The netting would
be used to contain foul balls, which
neighbors say are falling in their yards
and creating a dangerous situation.

A conditional use variance is required
because poles to support the netting
would be located 100 feet from the
property line and would be higher than
35 feet. In addition, a bulk variance is
needed for spot and finished elevations
at all property corners and corners of all
structures of dwellings and existing
proposed first floor elevation.

The reconfiguration of the baseball
field, which began in 2009, started an
ongoing dispute with neighbors on
Black Birch Road and Dutch Lane,
who were present at the meeting. Resi-
dents say their safety is at risk. Westfield-
based attorney William Butler is repre-
senting the school. Daren Phil, a civil
engineer employed by the school, gave
sworn testimony. Mr. Phil also pre-
sented rendered drawings and digital
pictures to illustrate the proposed net-
ting system, which is estimated to cost
the school about $250,000.

At times during the testimony,
Vincent Loughlin, board attorney, had
to caution Mr. Phil and Mr. Butler not to
ad lib or refer to an ongoing lawsuit
filed against the school and the town-
ship by Rajul and Sachin Shah, resi-
dents of Dutch Lane. The Shahs’ attor-
ney, Marc Rogoff of Fords, was unable
to attend the meeting.

At the end of this year’s baseball
season, Mr. Rogoff was granted a tem-
porary injunction by state Superior
Court Judge John Malone, which stated
that no batting should be allowed until
a netting system to stop foul balls from
landing in the neighbors’ yards was put
in place. Black Birch Road runs adja-
cent to the western edge of the ball
field, and Dutch Lane runs along its
northern border. Usually, during the
summer, the property, which is owned
by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Newark, is used as a baseball camp, and

several local township teams play ball
there.

Mr. Phil presented a series of draw-
ings and digital photos to illustrate
what the netting system would look
like. He also testified that a tall curved
backstop would limit the occurrence
of foul balls. He said that a fence with
netting on its top would run along the
first and third baselines. The netting
would necessitate that 10 poles of vari-
ous heights be used for support. He
stated that the poles would be grey and
two feet in diameter at the bottoms and
gradually taper toward the top. The
netting would be of dark synthetic
material, and would be supported fur-
ther by a system of cables.

Mr. Phil was questioned by members
of the board about the height and ap-
pearance of the poles, the strength of
the netting, and if a natural tree barrier
could be effective. Mr. Phil replied that
it took too many years for trees to grow
tall. “We couldn’t have branches hit-
ting the netting,” he said. When asked if
the netting could prevent 100 percent of
the balls from entering the neighbors’
yards, Mr. Phil said, “no one could
predict that; 99 percent maybe.”

Since 2009, the field has been
reconfigured, home plate has been
moved, a turf surface has been installed
and a rubber running track has been
installed on the perimeter of the field.

“The school was there before the
neighbors. You should have known when
you bought your property that balls
would be coming in,” Mr. Phil said to
neighbors in attendance.

Zoning Board Chairman Kurt Ander-
son asked, “Why is it their responsibil-
ity?” Board members also asked about
water runoff from the field. Mr. Phil said
runoff would be negligible because a
French drain surrounds the perimeter of
the ball field.

Mrs. Shah was present, but because
of the ongoing lawsuit did not speak at
the public portion of the meeting. Wil-
liam Terrens, of 26 Black Birch Lane,
asked Mr. Phil why he just did not
landscape the area and add trees. Mr.
Phil responded, “This is the only way to
protect your property.”

The meeting lasted until after 11:30
p.m. The hearing will resume at the
board’s next meeting, which is sched-
uled for Thursday, December 1.

Westfield DEMS Discuss
Campaigns, Future Goals
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – While not victo-
rious in Tuesday night’s General
Election, Westfield Democrats re-
flected on the quality of their cam-
paigns and what they still hope to
accomplish on behalf of the town.

“It’s not a good night for us. We
don’t have any winners here, at least at
the ballot box,” said Westfield Demo-
cratic Chairman Councilman David
Haas, the lone Democrat on the gov-
erning body. “We have winners in the
sense that they ran great campaigns.
We brought some important issues
forward with the town – safety issues,
the ladder truck’s inability to respond
to the Ferraro’s fire.

“They ran great races, they brought
those issues forward. The town is bet-
ter for us having discussed them,” he
added. “It was a tough year, with very
low turnout; we’re battling against a
top of the ticket, with Tom Kean at the
top, that’s tough for us to overcome.
These guys did better than any Demo-
crats in the column in every ward,
every district (I think). They’re better-
loved than anyone above them on the
ballot...and by me.”

Matt Sontz, who lost his bid for a
Third Ward seat on the council,
said, “Third Ward was an absolute
bruising fight this year. A lot was
thrown at us over there. I could not
have responded by myself. It starts
with my wife. Dave Haas went
above and beyond the call of duty
for me. When this thing became
very bruising, there were many
times I called Dave just to vent, just
to ask what I should do. Dave
walked my ward with my literature.
Thank you very much.

“The support was tremendous. I
appreciate every minute of it,” he
continued. “I want to thank every-
one in the Third Ward. We have a lot
of serious issues here in the Third
Ward. I did my best to make it a
substantive campaign. I think I did
that. We did a good job of control-
ling the message in the Third Ward.
We spoke about the PD, FD, cross-
ing guards, the light. I hope in the

coming months, the council ad-
dresses that in the way it should be
addressed. If not, we’ll hold them
to it in two years.”

Fourth Ward challenger Greg
Romer said, “It was my first time
running. I was a little nervous at
first. (Councilman) Dave Haas
helped an awful lot. It was great
going around town and knocking
on doors. I was nervous about that
at first. I didn’t like that idea, but
it’s really great because you find
out all the issues in all the pockets
of town. It was really interesting,
and I really like doing that. I had a
great time doing this, and I want to
do it again.”

First Ward candidate Tim Van Epp
remarked, “It was a very enriching
experience, actually. I wasn’t sure it
was going to be, but looking back on
it, I think I’ve learned a tremendous
amount. It will benefit me in a lot of
different ways. We had a good mes-
sage; we still have a good message.
I don’t want to lose track of that.

“Everybody I talked to – of
course, I didn’t talk to a lot of Re-
publicans – including unaffiliated,
responded really well to our mes-
sage about public-safety issues,
public-works issues, the lack of
long-term planning. I think that’s a
message we should keep after.

“I found that through meeting dif-
ferent people on the campaign trail
and through the experience with the
committee, I have some avenues I
want to pursue and will pursue. I’m
going to look through those other or-
ganizations and develop a groundswell
for some things that are important to
me and to the committee.”

Former Westfield mayor Tom
Jardim, who hosted an election night
gathering at his home, said, “These
guys were great candidates...We’ve
won in this town before as Demo-
crats, and we are going to win again.
But we’re going to win only if each
of us really commits ourselves to
working hard for the candidates. I
think we all have to recommit our-
selves to working even harder next
year.”

Fanwood Woman Is Killed
Crossing Midway Avenue

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Monica G. Reiss,
59, of Fanwood was struck and killed
by a motorist November 1 as she
was crossing Midway Avenue at 6:43
p.m. on her way home from the
Fanwood train station.

According to Fanwood Police
Chief Richard Trigo, the victim, who
sustained multiple injuries, includ-
ing head trauma, was aided by the
Fanwood Rescue Squad prior to be-
ing airlifted by the State Police to
University Hospital in Newark. She
succumbed to her injuries at 3:30

a.m., police said.
At this time, no charges have been

filed against the driver, a 51-year-
old female from Cranford who was
driving a 2010 Volkswagen east on
Midway Avenue as the victim was
crossing Midway between Tillotson
Road and Ridge Way.

 According to witnesses, speed did
not appear to be a factor. The road is
a 35 mph zone. Chief Trigo told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times the investiga-
tion into the accident is continuing
and that authorities are conducting
mechanical tests on the vehicle.

By FRED ROSSI, CHRISTINA HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Republicans won
two seats on the township commit-
tee in this week’s election, flipping
control of the governing body back
to the GOP a year after Democrats
won control. And in neighboring
Garwood, Democrats swept two
seats to maintain a 3-3 tie on the
borough council.

In Cranford, Republicans Andis
Kalnins and Lisa Adubato Nesi de-
feated Democratic Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach and his running mate,
Thomas Hannen, Jr. Mr. Kalnins, a
member of the zoning board of
adjustment who was making his
second run for local office, was the
top vote-getter, receiving 2,858
votes. Ms. Adubato Nesi, an attor-
ney who is a member of the school
advisory board at St. Michael’s
School, garnered 2,831 votes. Mr.
Aschenbach, who has served 18
years on the township committee,
including four as mayor, received
2,475 votes, while Mr. Hannen, a
former member of the Winfield
Township Committee, won 2,636
votes.

Come January 1, the township
committee will be comprised of
three Republicans and two Demo-
crats.

Mr. Aschenbach, a fixture in town-
ship politics since the early 1980s,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times he did
not have a “good sense of the reason”
why the vote went the way it did. “I
served Cranford to the best of my
ability,” he said.

Cheers erupted at the Republi-
cans’ election night party at Garlic
Rose when the vote counts were
read out to supporters. Mr. Kalnins
called the results “a victory for
Cranford,” and said it was a “refer-
endum on last year’s election” when
Democrats were victorious and took
control of the township committee.
Voters, he said, wanted “integrity
back in town hall” and he vowed to
“bring it back to town hall.” Mr.
Kalnins, who ran unsuccessfully in
2010 for township committee, said
there was “a lot of work to do,”
naming the Birchwood development,
which he said “has got to be stopped,”
and municipal finances as two top
issues to be faced by the 2012 town-
ship committee.

Ms. Adubato Nesi, saying her run-

ning mate had said much of what she
was planning to say, instead pro-
nounced herself as feeling “pretty
overwhelmed” by the results of the
balloting.

In Garwood, Democrats captured
the two open seats on the borough
council. Republicans will remain
in control of the governing body,
with a 4-3 majority including the
mayor’s office.

Incumbent Democratic candidate
Louis Petruzzelli, with 520 tallies,
and his running mate, Sara Todisco,
with 499, beat out Republicans
Carol Kearney, 393, and Steven
Blaufeder, 371, for the two council
vacancies. The council terms are
for three years.

“I am very excited to continue my
stay on council,” said Ms. Todisco.
She said she looks forward to “bring-
ing up new ideas” to the council.
“The first order of business is devel-
opment,” she said.

Mr. Petruzzelli echoed the same
sentiments.

“I’m just really happy with how
everything turned out,” Mr.
Petruzzelli said. “I’m looking for-
ward to giving the people of Garwood
three more years.”

Commenting on the GOP loss,
Republican Committee Chairman
John Quattrocchi stated, “We ran
an issue-marked campaign. We ran
an honest campaign. They, on the
other hand, threw a lot of mud.”

 “We ran a really clean cam-
paign,” Ms. Kearney said. “They
gave misinformation.” She said the
Democrats lied about her time in
the borough and questioned why
she was not part of the Chamber of
Commerce, but Ms. Kearney said
a chamber is not in service cur-
rently.

Ms. Kearney had been setting up
a chamber prior to her running for
council, and said Ms. Todisco’s
mother and the former mayor’s wife
were to be on the chamber commit-
tee. The chamber was put on hold
because, she said, she could not run
a chamber and run for office at the
same time.

“I’m very disappointed because I
believed that the campaign they ran
was very unfair and campaigned
against me rather than the candi-
dates,” Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
commented. “They burned a lot of
bridges, and I don’t think they real-
ize that.”


