
Serving the community since 1959

SEVENTY FIVE CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 52nd YEAR – ISSUE NO. 45-2011 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, November 10, 2011

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3, 17
Editorial ........ 4-5, 17
Police ............ 6
Community ... 6-8, 18
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 9, 17-18
Sports ............ 11-16
Real Estate .... 11-16
Classifieds ..... 17
A&E .............. 19-20

Westfield-West Office | 600 North Avenue West, Westfield | 908-233-0065 | www.cbmoves.com/westfieldwest
©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.       

OPEN HOUSE EVENT – NOVEMBER 13

with theAmerican DreamF all in Love
George Kraus, Branch Vice President

Curbside Pickup of Storm
Debris Underway In Towns

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – With power mostly re-
stored to homes and businesses, area
public works crews and private con-
tractors have turned their attention to
cleanup efforts involving the mas-
sive amount of tree limbs and related
brush generated from the October
29-30 snowstorm and left at curbside.

Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said two public works crews
of 10 or more men each have begun
a town-wide curbside pickup of de-
bris, with one crew each dedicated
to both the north and south sides of
town.

Mr. Gildea said the DPW effort is
being assisted with additional equip-
ment the town has subcontracted
such as front-end loaders, dump
trucks and roll out trucks to supple-
ment the town’s curbside leaf col-
lection program. He said public
works crews, which worked with
PSE&G last week to clear blocked
streets and downed trees after elec-
trical wires were removed, will pick
up debris followed by collection of
leaves from the private contractor.

“We expect that (collection of de-
bris) to take at least two weeks,” Mr.
Gildea said. In addition, he said the
town’s conservation center on Lam-
berts Mill Road is open seven days per
week for residents to take their debris.

While he did not have a figure for
storm-related costs, the administra-
tor said he anticipated the cost from
mostly cleanup efforts would be “in
the tens of thousands of dollars.” He
said residents can call public works
at (908) 789-4100 to report any tree
issues caused by the storm, such as
the need for further trimming of loose
tree limbs or the need to take down
damaged town trees.

“There will be a laundry list (of
follow-up issues) for mostly trees,”
Mr. Gildea added.

In Scotch Plains, the Township De-
partment of Public Property has been
conducting a town-wide emergency
cleanup with the assistance of a local
tree service company, Township Man-
ager Chris Marion told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “There is a
tremendous volume of yard waste and
leaves,” he said, noting township crews
are working to clear streets of storm
debris and leaves before the begin-
ning of winter.

“It is imperative that residents
not place tree branches and limbs
from the storm in the roadway.
Limbs and branches must be placed

at the curb line and be kept separate
from the leaves as they will damage
township equipment during the leaf
collection process,” according to a
message on the township’s website.

Mr. Marion urged residents to call
the Scotch Plains storm hotline at
(908) 233-6707 to report any safety
concerns involving loose or fallen
tree limbs if they do not involve
utility wires. If electrical wires are a
factor, residents are asked to call
PSE&G at (800) 436-7734. He said
town crews initially focused on clear-
ing roads near schools to ensure the
safety of school children.

Although Scotch Plains does not
have storm cost estimates yet, Mr.
Marion predicted that, “It will be a
costly storm.” He said he was hoping
the township might be able to apply
for aid through the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA).

Fanwood Borough Administrator
Eleanor McGovern said the borough’s
public works crews will continue to
work on storm cleanup efforts until
all debris is off the street. She said
crews will work weekends and holi-
days in addition to weekdays.

PSE&G is working with the
Cranford Fire Department to con-
tinue work to repair and remove
downed wires. The township has re-
ported that more than 260 electrical

wires and 100 trees came down dur-
ing the October storm. Residents
should call (908) 272-2222 to report
any dangerous situation.

Garwood Administrator Christina
Ariemma added that the borough’s pub-
lic works department “has been pick-
ing it (debris) up since the day of the
storm and will continue to pick it up.”

She said other than some downed
trees, there was no significant amount
of damage in the borough and no one
was hurt. The borough’s public works
department is conducting the pickups.

The Mountainside governing
body was advised at its November
1 meeting that “significant amounts
of tree trunks, branches, and foli-
age were being left in the streets or
curbsides by the many crews en-
gaged in clearing our streets, clear-
ing our power lines, and restoring
power to our residences,” accord-
ing to an e-mail message from the
borough.

“In light of these circumstances,
the governing body has determined
to modify our policy and engage pri-
vate contractors with the equipment
necessary to properly collect and dis-
pose of the trunks, branches, and
foliage…Residents may place trunks,
branches, and foliage at curbside for
collection,” according to the
borough’s message.

Aschenbach 2475 Hannen 2636

Cranford Township Committee 3-yr. 

Kalnins 2857 Lisa Adubato 2831 

Fanwood Borough Mayor 4-yr.; Council 3-yr. (pick two)

Mayor: Mahr 1436 Britt 594

Council: Huegel 1259 Boris 1225 Benedict 723 Cole 758

Garwood Borough Council 3-yr. (pick two)

Petruzzelli 520 Todisco 499 Kearney 393 Blaufeder 371

DEM Louis Petruzzelli (I)     GOP Carol Kearney

DEM Sara Todisco (I)         GOP Steven Blaufeder

Union County Freeholders 3-yr. (pick three)

Wright 33,372; Hudak 33,167; Estrada 32,560

Smith 27,635; Ortiz 27147

Westfield Town Council 4-yr. (1, each ward)

Ward 1 Arena 874; Van Epp 641

Ward 2 Neylan 817

Ward 3 Logrippo 763; Sontz 673; Kasko 275

Ward 4 Foerst 806; Romer 609

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WESTFIELD...GOP supporters await the
vote results Tuesday at the James Ward
Mansion in Westfield. The GOP swept the
municipal election.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VICTORY…Democratic County Freeholders, who gathered at L’Affaire in
Mountainside on Election Night, celebrate the victories of all three candidates.
Pictured, left to right, are: Freeholder-elect Vernell Wright, Freeholder Chris
Hudak, Freeholder Angel Estrada, Assemblywoman Annette Quijano, Freeholder
Al Mirabella, Senator Ray Lesniak, Assemblywoman Linda Stender and Senator
Nicholas Scutari. Seated is county Democratic Party Chair Charlotte DeFilippo.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WINNERS CIRCLE...Fanwood Democratic candidates gather at Fabio’s Restaurant to await results on Election Night.
Pictured, left to right, are: Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Councilman Kevin Boris, Councilman Russ Huegel, Mayor
Colleen Mahr, Tom Plante, Patricia Plante and Donna Dolce.

Dems Sweep Fanwood,
Mahr Wins Third Term

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr, a two-term Democratic incum-
bent facing her first reelection chal-
lenge, won a third term at the polls on
Tuesday, handily defeating Republi-
can challenger Joe Britt by a vote of
1,436 to 594.

Democratic incumbent Councilman
Russell Huegel, 1,259, and his running
mate, Kevin Boris, 1,225, also won;
they defeated Republicans Jason

Benedict, 723, and Nicole Cole, 758,
giving the local Democrats a clean
sweep on Election Day.

After excitedly watching the num-
bers come in at Borough Hall Tuesday
night, the mayor joined fellow Demo-
crats at a victory party held at Fabio’s
Bistro, a local Italian restaurant.

“I’m ecstatic,” said Mayor Mahr.
“Because I love being mayor of
Fanwood and I take it very seriously.”

The mayor pointed to what she said
was a “historic margin of victory” for

the Democrats, noting, “our message
was right, our work ethic in the town
was right.”

Across the street at a GOP election
night gathering at Club West, a local
health food restaurant, Mr. Britt said the
Republicans put forth “a good effort.”

“We ran a very good race…the whole
point was to give people a choice,” said
Mr. Britt, who chairs the local Repub-
lican Party and said he plans to stay
active in borough affairs. “I’ve been
active since the day I moved here,” he
said.

Councilman Huegel, celebrating his
reelection at the Democratic gathering,
said the results show that “voters pay
attention; they follow what happens.”
Councilman Huegel said he is “look-
ing forward to getting the work
done…and making Fanwood an af-
fordable place to live.”

Mr. Boris also said he was “looking
forward to serving and keeping up the
good work they’ve been doing [on the
Borough Council].” Mr. Boris said he
plans to “keep plugging away down-
town, and shared services is also a
priority.”

“Tonight I’ll celebrate,” said Mr.
Boris. “But come January, it’s time to
get down to work.” Mr. Benedict said
although the Republicans “wanted to
win and serve the people of Fanwood,”
the campaign also was intended to “raise
the profile of the party and highlight
critical issues.”

He also said the Republicans sought
to “represent a population that has not
been well served over the last eight
years,” but, he added, “People got the
government they wanted.”

Mr. Benedict’s running mate, Mrs.
Cole, said she was “disappointed, but
proud of the campaign we ran.”

Mrs. Cole said, “We walked every
street, talked to a thousand voters, [and]
received a positive response” during
the campaign. But Mrs. Cole said she
believed the Democrats’ “get out the
vote effort was better than ours.”

Mr. Britt, Mr. Benedict and Mrs.
Cole, moments after talking with The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, walked
across the street to the Democrats’ vic-
tory party to offer their congratula-
tions, good wishes, handshakes and
hugs to their victorious opponents.

The election results mean the gov-
erning body remains split 3-3 between
Democrats and Republicans. However,
Mayor Mahr would cast a deciding
vote in the event of a tie, most likely
giving the Democrats a one-vote edge.

State Senate, Assembly, County
In other races, there were no surprises

Tuesday at the state and county levels as
Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick and Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz were reelected in District
21 and Senator Nick Scutari and Assem-
bly members Linda Stender and Jerry
Green were reelected in District 22.

Senator Kean, the Senate minority
leader, told The Times that he plans to
“focus on lowering taxes (and) make
New Jersey more affordable.”

Union County Freeholders Angel
Estrada and Chris Hudak and their
running mate, Vernell Wright, were
victorious by a 5,000-vote margin. Free-
holder Estrada of Elizabeth garnered
32,560 votes to win his fifth term as
freeholder. Ms. Wright, of Union, who
is a retired Township of Union elemen-
tary-school principal, as well as an
adjunct supervisor at Kean University,
received 33,372 votes.

Mr. Hudak, of Linden, who was ap-
pointed to the board in December to fill
the unexpired term of Rick Proctor, who
became the mayor of Rahway, ran for
the first time and garnered 33,167 votes.

Republican Andy Smith of Summit
garnered 27,635 votes while his run-
ning mate, Edwin Ortiz of Elizabeth,
received 27,147.

Lauren Barr and Dell Simeone also
contributed to this story.

For more election information and photos, visit goleader.com.
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CELEBRATION…Democrats from Legistlative District 20 and 22 celebrate
their victory on Election night at L’Affaire in Mountainside. Pictured, left to
right, are: Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Assemblywoman Annette Quijano,
Senator Ray Lesniak and Senator Nicholas Scutari.

GOP Win in Sum., Ken, CR;
Dems Hold Garwood Seats

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – Republicans swept two
seats to regain a 3-2 edge next year on
the township committee in Cranford
while Democrats swept two seats in
Garwood to maintain a 3-3 tie on the
council (see related story on page 2.)

In Cranford, Republicans Andis
Kalnins and Lisa Adubato Nesi de-
feated Democratic Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach and his running mate, Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. Mr. Kalnins was the
top vote-getter, receiving 2,857 votes.
Ms. Adubato Nesi garnered 2,831 votes.
Mr. Aschenbach received 2,475 votes
while Mr. Hannen won 2,636 votes.

In Garwood, Democrats captured
the two open council seats. Republi-
cans will remain in control of the gov-
erning body, with a 4-3 majority in-
cluding the mayor’s office.

Incumbent Democratic candidate
Louis Petruzzelli, with 520 tallies, and
his running mate, Sara Todisco, with
499, beat out Republicans Carol
Kearney, 393, and Steven Blaufeder,
371, for the two council vacancies. The
council terms are for three years.

In Summit, Republican City Coun-
cilwoman Ellen Dickson captured the
mayor’s office, with 1,954 tallies, over
Democrat Eileen Forman Ludden,
1,699, and Independent Mike
Vernotico, 1,313. She will replace
Democratic Mayor Jordan Glatt, who
did not seek reelection after two terms.

Kenilworth voters reelected Repub-
lican Mayor Kathi Fiamingo to a sec-
ond term over Councilman Peter
Corvelli by a tally of 885 to 822. Inde-
pendent Walter Sosnosky garnered 131
tallies. Mayor Fiamingo and Mr.
Corvelli also faced off in 2007.


