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OPEN HOUSE EVENT – NOVEMBER 13

with theAmerican DreamF all in Love
George Kraus, Branch Vice President

Curbside Pickup of Storm
Debris Underway In Towns

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION - With power mostly re-
stored to homes and businesses, area
public works crews and private con-
tractors have turned their attention to
cleanup efforts involving the mas-
sive amount of tree limbs and related
brush generated from the October
29-30 snowstorm and left at curbside.

Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said two public works crews
of 10 or more men each have begun a
town-wide curbside pickup of debris,
with one crew each dedicated to both
the north and south sides of town.

Mr. Gildea said the DPW effort is
being assisted with additional equip-
ment the town has subcontracted such
as front-end loaders, dump trucks
and roll out trucks to supplement the
town’s curbside leaf collection pro-
gram. He said public works crews,
which worked with PSE&G last
week to clear blocked streets and
downed trees after electrical wires
were removed, will pick up debris
followed by collection of leaves from
the private contractor.

“We expect that (collection of de-
bris) to take at least two weeks,” Mr.
Gildea said. In addition, he said the
town’s conservation center on Lam-
berts Mill Road is open seven days per
week for residents to take their debris.

While he did not have a figure for
storm-related costs, the administrator
said he anticipated the cost from mostly
cleanup efforts would be “in the tens
of thousands of dollars.” He said resi-
dents can call public works at (908)
789-4100 to report any tree issues
caused by the storm, such as the need
for further trimming of loose tree limbs
or the need to take down damaged
town trees.

“There will be a laundry list (of
follow-up issues) for mostly trees,”
Mr. Gildea added.

In Scotch Plains, the Township De-
partment of Public Property has been
conducting a town-wide emergency

cleanup with the assistance of a local
tree service company, Township Man-
ager Chris Marion told The Leader.
“There is a tremendous volume of
yard waste and leaves,” he said, noting
that township crews are working to
clear streets of storm debris and leaves
before the beginning of winter.

“It is imperative that residents not
place tree branches and limbs from
the storm in the roadway. Limbs and
branches must be placed at the curb
line and be kept separate from the
leaves as they will damage township
equipment during the leaf collection
process,” according to a message on
the township’s website.

Mr. Marion urged residents to call
the Scotch Plains storm hotline at (908)
233-6707 to report any safety con-
cerns involving loose or fallen tree
limbs if they do not involve utility
wires. If electrical wires are a factor,
residents are asked to call PSE&G at
(800) 436-7734. He said town crews
initially focused on clearing roads near
schools to ensure the safety of school
children.

Although Scotch Plains does not have
storm cost estimates yet, Mr. Marion
predicted that, “It will be a costly storm.”
He said he was hoping the township
might be able to apply for aid through
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

Fanwood Borough Administrator
Eleanor McGovern said the borough’s
public works crews will continue to
work on storm cleanup efforts until all
debris is off the street. She said crews

will work weekends and holidays in
addition to weekdays.

PSE&G is working with the Cranford
Fire Department to continue work to
repair and remove downed wires. The
township has reported that more than
260 electrical wires and 100 trees came
down during the October storm. Resi-
dents should call (908) 272-2222 to
report any dangerous situation.

Garwood Administrator Christina
Ariemma added that the borough’s pub-
lic works department “has been pick-
ing it (debris) up since the day of the
storm and will continue to pick it up.”
She said other than some downed trees,
there was no significant amount of
damage in borough and no one was
hurt. The borough’s public works de-
partment is conducting the pickups.

The Mountainside governing body
was advised at its November 1 meeting
that “significant amounts of tree trunks,
branches, and foliage were being left in
the streets or curbsides by the many
crews engaged in clearing our streets,
clearing our power lines, and restor-
ing power to our residences,” accord-
ing to an e-mail message from the
borough.

“In light of these circumstances, the
governing body has determined to
modify our policy and engage private
contractors with the equipment neces-
sary to properly collect and dispose of
the trunks, branches, and
foliage…Residents may place (tree)
trunks, branches, and foliage at
curbside for collection,” according to
the borough’s e-mail message.

For more election
information and photos,

visit goleader.com.

Aschenbach 2475 Hannen 2636

Cranford Township Committee 3-yr. 

Kalnins 2857 Lisa Adubato 2831 

Union County Freeholders 3-yr. (pick three)

Wright 33,372; Hudak 33,167; Estrada 32,560

Smith 27,635; Ortiz 27147

Fanwood Borough Mayor 4-yr.; Council 3-yr. (pick two)

Mayor: Mahr 1436 Britt 594

Council: Huegel 1259 Boris 1225 Benedict 723 Cole 758

Mayor DEM Colleen Mahr (I)       Mayor GOP Joseph Britt

Council DEM Russell Huegel (I)   Council GOP Jason Benedict

Council DEM Kevin Boris             Council GOP Nicole Cole

Garwood Borough Council 3-yr. (pick two)

Petruzzelli 520 Todisco 499 Kearney 393 Blaufeder 371

DEM Louis Petruzzelli (I)     GOP Carol Kearney

DEM Sara Todisco (I)         GOP Steven Blaufeder

Westfield Town Council 4-yr. (1, each ward)

Ward 1 Arena 874; Van Epp 641

Ward 2 Neylan 817

Ward 3 Logrippo 763; Sontz 673; Kasko 275

Ward 4 Foerst 806; Romer 609

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
ANTICIPATION…Republican Westfield Council members, along with family and
friends, await the results on Election Night at the James Ward Mansion. The GOP
swept the election, returning all four incumbents to their council seats.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
CLEAN SWEEP…As the polls close on Election Night, Republican District 21
Legislators gather at the James Ward Mansion in Westfield to wait for results.
Pictured, left to right, are: Rhonda Kean, Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz,
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and Senator Tom Kean, Jr.

Legislative District 21 Sen 2-yr.; Asm 2-yr

Sen. Kean 26,699 Swanicke 12,650

Asm. Munoz 24,558; Bramnick 24,366

Bergen 13,131; Albert 13,153; Young 1,241

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
VICTORY…Democratic County Freeholders, who gathered at L’Affaire in
Mountainside on Election Night, celebrate the victories of all three candidates.
Pictured, left to right, are: Freeholder-electVernell Wright, Freeholder Chris Hudak,
Freeholder Angel Estrada, Assemblywoman Annette Quijano, Freeholder Al
Mirabella, Senator Ray Lesniak, Assemblywoman Linda Stender and Senator
Nicholas Scutari. Seated is County Democratic Party Chair Charlotte DeFilippo.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
SIGH OF RELIEF…Republican Third Ward candidate Mark LoGrippo is con-
gratulated by Debbie Skibitsky after winning the closest race in all four wards.

GOP Win in Summit, Ken.,
CF;Dems Hold GW Seats

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Republicans swept
two seats to regain a 3-2 edge next
year on the township committee in
Cranford, while Democrats swept two
seats  on the  Garwood Council (see
related story on page 2) to maintain a
3-3 tie with Republicans.

In Cranford, Republicans Andis
Kalnins and Lisa Adubato Nesi de-
feated Democratic Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach and his running mate,
Thomas Hannen, Jr. Mr. Kalnins was
the top vote-getter, receiving 2,857
votes. Ms. Adubato Nesi garnered
2,831 votes. Mr. Aschenbach received
2,475 votes while Mr. Hannen won
2,636 votes.

In Garwood, Democrats captured
the two open council seats on the
borough council. Republicans will
remain in control of the governing

body with a 4-3 majority including the
mayor’s office.

Incumbent Democratic candidate
Louis Petruzzelli, with 520 tallies, and
his running mate, Sara Todisco, with
499, defeated Republicans Carol
Kearney, 393, and Steven Blaufeder,
371, for the two council vacancies.

In Summit, Republican City Coun-
cilwoman Ellen Dickson captured the
mayor’s office with 1,954 tallies over
Democrat Eileen Forman Ludden,
1,699, and Independent Mike
Vernotico, 1,313. She will replace
Democratic Mayor Jordan Glatt who
did not seek reelection after two terms.

Kenilworth voters reelected Repub-
lican Mayor Kathi Fiamingo to a sec-
ond term over Councilman Peter
Corvelli by a tally of 885 to 822. Inde-
pendent Walter Sosnosky garnered 131
tallies.  Mayor Fiamingo and Mr.
Corvelli also faced off in 2007.

GOP Sweeps Westfield
Town Council Ward Races

By LAUREN BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Republicans swept
all four ward seats in Tuesday night’s
town council election.

Westfield Republican Chairman
Jon Bramnick, who won his own
Assembly race Tuesday night, said,
“once again, Westfield has elected
the best candidates to run this town.”
He said that the current council has
“demonstrated integrity, honesty and
good government.”

In the most watched race, Mark
LoGrippo, who was appointed to fill

Mark Ciarrocca’s unexpired term this
summer, won the three-way race in
the Third Ward, with 763 tallies,
against Democrat Matt Sontz, 673,
and Independent Greg Kasko, 275.

Councilman LoGrippo said that it
was “an amazing night for me.” He
also thanked his family and the resi-
dents who voted for him.

Mr. Kasko told The Westfield Leader
that, “It’s been a pleasure meeting the
people of the Third Ward” and that he
will “continue to attend council
meetings…to bring to the council’s
attention wasteful spending.”

Mr. Kasko said he is not ruling out
another run in 2013, when the other
Third Ward seat and the mayor’s seat
will be up for reelection.

Mr. Sontz told the crowd gathered
at former mayor Tom Jardim’s house,
“We did a good job of controlling the
message in the Third Ward. We spoke
about the PD, FD, crossing guards, the
light. I hope in the coming months, the
council addresses that in the way it
should be addressed. If not, we’ll hold
them to it in two years,” Mr. Sontz
pledged. (See related story on page 3.)

First Ward Councilman Frank
Arena won reelection, with 874 votes,
over Democratic challenger Tim Van
Epp, with 641.

“I feel blessed to live in town,”
Councilman Arena told the crowd
gathered at the James Ward Mansion.

Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan, who ran unopposed,
garnered 817 votes.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst, with 806 votes, won reelec-
tion for a third term over Democrat
Greg Romer, who captured 609 votes.

State Senate, Assembly and
Union County Races

In other races, there were no sur-
prises Tuesday at the state and county
levels as Repubicans, Senator Tom
Kean, Jr., Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz,
were reelected in District 21 and Demo-
crats, Senator Nick Scutari and Assem-
bly members Linda Stender and Jerry
Green, were reelected in District 22.

Senator Kean, the Senate minority
leader, told The Leader that he plans to
“focus on lowering taxes (and) make
New Jersey more affordable.” He also
said that, “It’s been an honor and a
privilege to serve with Jon and Nancy.”

Union County Freeholders Angel
Estrada and Chris Hudak and their
running mate, Vernell Wright, were
victorious by a 5,000-vote margin.
Republican Andy Smith of Summit
garnered 27,635 votes while his run-
ning mate Edwin Ortiz of Elizabeth
received 27,147.

In speaking to his supporters at a
victory party in Mountainside, Free-
holder Estrada of Elizabeth, who gar-
nered 32,560 votes to win his fifth
term as freeholder said, “There is no
way to describe how I feel this
evening. We need to thank each and
every one of you, and (Union County
Democratic Committee Chair-
woman) Charlotte De Filippo.”

Ms. Wright, of Union, who is a
retired Township of Union elemen-
tary-school principal, as well as an
adjunct supervisor at Kean Univer-
sity, received 33,372 votes. “I want to
thank everyone who helped. I am
excited,” she said.

Mr. Hudak, of Linden, who was ap-
pointed to the board in December to fill
the unexpired term of Rick Proctor,
who became the mayor of Rahway, ran
for the first time and garnered 33,167
votes. Mr. Hudak thanked labor for
what they did to help in the election and
all the staff and volunteers.

Michael Pollack and Dell Simeone
also contributed to this story.


