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ARTISTS GALLERY OF GIFTS

An Invitation to a Unique Shopping Experience
~ Offering a new selection of vendors ~

Women’s Knitwear and Fleece, Coats, Vest, Tunics, Capes and Sportswear

Holiday Gifts and Decorations - Mexican Pottery and Glass - Designer

Inspired Sterling Silver Jewelry - Stationery - Vintage Holiday Accessories

and Stoneware - Pastels and Photographic Art - Purses and Totes

PREVIEW – THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2011 – 4pm-9pm
Hor d’oeuvres will be served at 6pm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2011 – 10am-5pm

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2011 – 10am-5pm

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2011 – 11am-5pm

Pam Newell, Hostess, 908-654-3614
603 Clark Street, Westfield, NJ

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

SPF High School Repertory Theatre Stages
Anything Goes - Coming In March

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

SCOTCH PLAINS – A stowaway,
a Wall Street banker, a wanted gang-
ster, a missionary, a wealthy debu-
tante, an English lord and an evan-
gelist-turned-nightclub singer walk
on to a ship’s deck – no, it is not the
start of a joke, but part of a passen-
ger list that sets sail in Anything
Goes, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Repertory Theatre’s Spring
Production.

Currently enjoying a smash revival
on Broadway with Tony Award-win-
ner Sutton Foster as Reno Sweeney,
Anything Goes is chock full of Cole
Porter’s greatest hits, including “I Get
A Kick Out of You,” “You’re The
Top,” “It’s DeLovely” and “Friend-
ship.” As Stephen Sondheim wrote,
“Technically, in both music and lyr-
ics, none are better than Cole Porter
and few are his equals.”

Anything Goes is smart, sophisti-
cated, witty, and zany…with fabulous
characters in fabulous clothes.

Director Matthew Capodicasa is
back following last year’s production
of Hairspray. Matt graduated SPFHS
in 2005, having starred in Repertory
Theatre productions for all four years
of his high school career. He gradu-
ated NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts,
Class of 2009 with a BFA in Drama.
“After the ball I had last year, I really
couldn’t resist the temptation to return
to Rep for Anything Goes, said
Capodicasa. “It’s one of my favorite
shows, and I can’t wait to get in there
and get started.”

Jan Allen, Choral Director at the
high school and last year’s Music Di-
rector, adds Producer to her credits
this year. Joanne Sprague, Repertory

Theatre’s Costume Designer for the
past several years returns, as does
veteran Choreographer Gisa
DiIorio. Durand Thomas is once
again the Pit Band Director.

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, March 16, at 8 p.m., Saturday,
March 17, at 8 p.m., Sunday, March
18, at 2 pm, Thursday March 22, at
7 p.m., Friday, March 23, at 8 p.m.
and Saturday, March 24, at 8 p.m.

All take place at the Manya Ungar
Memorial Auditorium at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, 667
Westfield Road, Scotch Plains.
Ticket information will be an-
nounced in January.

“The Last Rites of Joe May”
Requiem for a Lightweight

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Writer-director Joe Maggio’s “The Last
Rites of Joe May” asserts that even insig-
nificant characters aren’t exempt from
very great tragedies. A petty hood most
contented when he has a trunk full of
phony Rolexes to sell, Chicago’s Joe
May nonetheless figures he was destined
for greatness. Gosh knows why the last
sixty years have proved differently.

Portrayed with fine skill and touching
sympathy by Dennis Farina, Joe exits the
county hospital after a long bout with
pneumonia. Although quite unprepared
for the coming winter in his brown leather
gangster jacket, with his shoes polished
their shiniest black and his silver hair
meticulously coiffed, he is perfectly
dressed for the part he has chosen.

Pity is, he didn’t choose a better part. A
Sancho Panza of never fully imagined,
let alone realized, dreams, he has stuck to
it despite every sensible evidence to the
contrary. Farina mines all the nooks and
crannies to be pondered…quite an ac-
complishment when you consider that
that he does it without ever relinquishing
Joe’s ultimately shallow horizons.

Thus it follows that if some great des-
tiny does truly beckon, then he must be
hooked up with a proper Dulcinea. In-
convenient for him but convenient to Mr.
Maggio’s effective but largely uninven-
tive script, she awaits when he returns to
his since rented apartment. In his de-
fense, the landlord, like so many others,
exclaims, “I thought you were dead.”

Some legacy, huh? Maybe Joe can
change that. At least that’s the plot. And
here’s his chance. Her name is Jenny
(Jamie Ann Allman). Yes, she has a
past. And no, she’s not proud of it. But
just to make it worse, Stan (Ian Barford),
her predatory cop-boyfriend, has been
feeding on her vulnerability. When he
isn’t beating her, he’s blackmailing her.

The scum bucket’s key source of
extortion is Jenny’s young daughter,
Angelina, who explains to an
unsurprised Joe that Stan isn’t her real
dad. The last time Jenny stepped out of
line, Children’s Services was at the
door. In much more vulgar terms than
I’ll venture here, at the clichéd pigeon
coop he tends on the roof, Joe tells
Angelina that life is lousy.

Still, now that the old gent has become
a border, an arrangement reached since
Jenny can use the cash and Joe had vowed
to regain his digs anyway, things are
looking up for both sweet urchin and
unlikely father figure. Jenny brings home

discarded food from the hospital where
she works, Chicago looms cold and
uncaringly, and Joe seeks an angle.

But the trouble with Joe goes way back
before he was a tarnished golden ager
with a hacking cough. He’s small time,
and aside from a pal here or there, is seen
as a joke. The snide, second generation
don who holds court at a luncheonette’s
back table makes no attempt to hide that
perception while Joe stands hat in hand
asking for an easy touch.

Make no mistake about it. Self-de-
luded, egocentric and essentially a thief,
his aren’t the characteristics you want in
a friend. Yet, we ultimately grow to care
for him nonetheless, which actually says
more about our species than about Joe
himself. In our finer moments, we grant
grace, tolerance and mercy… an attribute
at the heart of all civilized cultures.

Watching him primp and polish, at-
tempting to foster the sharpie image of
himself that didn’t fool anyone even in
his salad days, we bemoan the miserably
narcissistic values that are his ethos. Yet,
in practically the same thought, we cheer
the effort, the never-say-die hope for
glory and fulfillment, no matter how self-
ish or preposterous.

We feel less charitable toward the story
structure that supports Mr. Farina’s ef-
forts. Although well acted, if you sepa-
rate it from the protagonist’s plight, Jenny
and Angelina’s tale is but a prop, a famil-
iar theme sans any nuance or variation to
give it a life of its own. Without a good
corroborative story line, we can hardly
pine for a subplot.

Given his own chance for glory, ironi-
cally paralleling the film’s metaphor, Mr.
Farina, heretofore Cop or Mafioso 3 for
most of his career, takes the ball and runs
it a respectable distance. Check out Joe’s
leg of lamb fiasco for true pathos. But it
would take five or six more moments
with that kind of inspiration to earn the
film full redemption.

Mr. Maggio directs more carefully than
creatively, choosing to piece the
storyboards together instead of ventur-
ing the sort of stylistic flourish that could
either distinguish or destroy his movie.
Perhaps a fitting tribute to the bargain
basement hood portrayed, “The Last Rites
of Joe May” will best be enjoyed on the
cheap, when it comes to video.

…
“The Last Rites of Joe May,” unrated

at press time, is a Tribeca Films release
directed by Joe Maggio and stars Dennis
Farina, Jamie Anne Allman and Meredith
Droeger. Running time: 103 minutes

Art For Home and Body at
Fine Arts and Crafts Show

WESTFIELD - Art for the Home
and Body, a theme of Rose Squared
Production, Inc. shows is highly evi-
dent at this fall’s Fine Art and Crafts
at the Westfield Armory show on
November 12-13. Fine artists Katie
Balas of Wooster, Ohio, Mary
Johnston of Carmel, Ind., Reif
Snyder of Naples, N.Y. and Roch-
elle Weber of New York City, N.Y.
are just four of the many talented
fine artists attending this year’s event
creating outstanding art for the home.

Working from her home studio,
where she can be a mom, wife and
artist, Katie Balas draws from her
experience in graphic design to give
balance and consistency to her con-
temporary painting style. She is
known for the impressions she makes
in her paintings by meticulously
‘carving’ her visions into the paint.
This technique, which is of her own
creation, gives her paintings an or-
ganic, fossilized look that is very
distinct and is the signature style for
which she has become recognized.

Born and raised in Duluth, Minn.,
the landscape around Lake Superior
gave Mary Johnston a beautiful pal-
ette of water, sky and forest to in-
spire her work. She has lived in a
number of places in the US over the
years but the scenes from the Great
Lakes region continue to be the main
focus of Johnston’s creativity.

Reif Snyder used soft pastel for
the first years of his career and fo-
cused on the figure and interiors and
on French urban and country scenes.

The work was exhibited at many
solo shows at the Hahn Gallery,
Philadelphia, Pa and in group shows
at the Nan Miller Gallery, Roches-
ter, N.Y., J. Barrett Galleries, To-
ledo, Ohio and the Memorial Art
Gallery, Rochester, NY. Currently,
he is concentrating on the landscape
and portraiture.

Born and bred New Yorker Roch-
elle Weber takes her artistic inspira-
tions from her roots. The richness
and diversity of New York City life
is reflected in her jewel-like lumi-
nous paintings of famous subway
stops.

Her innovative technique allows
her paintings to take on the luster of
ceramic tile. The depiction of the-
ater posters and advertisements in
her paintings evokes nostalgia and
celebrates the rhythms of contem-
porary New York. Less interested in
making exact replicas, Weber ex-
presses her artistic sensibility
through her use of color, shape and
the humorous juxtapositions of sta-
tion names and ads.

Come and meet the artists and
appreciate their varying styles and
influences.

Fall Fine Art and Crafts at the
Westfield Armory Show, 500
Rahway Ave. in Westfield, takes
place on November 12-13, from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday and from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

Go to www.rosesquared.com for
discount coupons, show details and
directions.

Collage Workshop at Kuran
Cultural Arts Center

FANWOOD - The Scotch Plains
and Fanwood Arts Association meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, Novem-
ber 17, from 7 – 9 p.m. at the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center, Watson
Road, Fanwood. A brief business meet-
ing will be followed by a cut paper
collage workshop by Kat Block.

Local artist Kat Block has a B.A.
from Kean University and pursued fur-
ther education at the Visual Art Center
of New Jersey, where she is presently
teaching art. She has also studied tex-
tile design at the duCret School of Art,
where she currently teaches classes in
design. She also teaches privately, in
her home studio and on location.

Kat works in many different media,
but lately has favored collage. She draws
her inspiration from organic things—
flowers, trees, landscapes and animals.
She also enjoys portraying seasonal
changes. She revisits many of her sub-
jects again and again so has a series of
a number of her themes. Kat prefers to
sketch her designs before she starts to
work. She often spends time out in
nature, taking pictures to use for refer-
ences, and will spend time planning,
organizing, and collecting papers in
different sizes, shapes and colors that

she knows will work in creating the
patterns she uses in her designs. She
also paints watercolors and cuts them
apart to incorporate into her paintings.

Kat shows her award-winning work
extensively in the tri-state area and is
available to do commissions upon re-
quest. Many of her pieces are in private
collections and one of her jazz series
pieces has traveled all the way to a
home in the Wenchou Province, China.
Kat will be demonstrating how she
creates her work and will have materi-
als available for everyone to create
their own small collage art.

All meetings, demonstrations, and
workshops are free and open to the
public. For more information, contact
Paula Pearl at (908) 346-0575.

NJWA Concert Band to Play
at Temple Emanu-El

WESTFIELD - On Sunday, No-
vember 13, at 3 p.m., the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Concert Band under the direction
of conductor Howard Toplansky
will perform a Fall concert at
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

This is the second of a five con-
cert series for the 2011-2012 con-
cert season. The event is open to the
public and admission is $10 per
person.

“We are delighted to be invited
back to play at Temple Emanu-El.
Our musical selections are geared
to please a variety of musical tastes
and range from Renaissance to Rag-
time favorites,” stated Toplansky.
“Light Cavalry” Overture by Franz
von Suppe, Selections from “Kurt
Weill” by Paul Yoder and “Prelude
and Fugue in f minor” by J. S. Bach
will be featured on this program.

The concert will also offer “Crazy

Bones Rag” by Charles L. Johnson
and “Reverie” by Claude Debussy.
Several fine marches will also be
performed on this program, which
include “Keeping Step with the
Union” by John Philip Sousa,
“Trombone King” by Karl King and
“Men of Ohio” by Henry Fillmore.

Rounding out this concert will be
“Light My Fire” by Robby Krieger,
made famous by the Doors, “Those
Were the Days by Gene Raskin and
“Ballet Song” by John Cacavas.

As an intermission feature, the
NJWA Rockin’ Jazz Band, under
the direction of Ted Schlosberg,
will perform popular swing and rock
selections. Mr. Schlosberg is the
founder and executive director of the
New Jersey Workshop for the arts.

For further information about the
concert or to learn how to become a
member of the NJWA Concert Band,
call 908-789-9696 or e-mail at
njwaband@att.net.

Kean University Presents
Sweet Honey In The Rock

HILLSIDE - Gene and Shelley
Enlow Recital Hall at Kean Univer-
sity presents American Grammy
Award-winning and internationally
renowned African-American vocal
ensemble, Sweet Honey In The Rock
on Sunday, November 6, at 3 p.m.
This all-woman troupe captures a
wide range of musical genres includ-
ing blues, spirituals, traditional gos-
pel hymns, rap, raggae, African
chants, Hip Hop, ancient lullabies
and jazz improvisation.

Sweet Honey In The Rock is one of
the most celebrated international
ambassadors of a cappella music. The
troupe expresses their history as
women of color through song, while
entertaining their audience, offering
added interpretation through the use
of American Sign Language. They
have together worked from four
women to the difficult five-part har-
mony with a sixth member translat-
ing the sign language. Although the
members have changed over three
decades, they continue to sing and
have helped to produce several
children’s records as well as those
intended for adults.

Tickets to Sweet Honey In The

Rock at Enlow Hall are $35 and can
be purchased by calling Kean Stage
Box Office at (908) 737-SHOW
(7469), online at enlowhall.kean.edu
, or in person at Kean University’s
Wilkins Theater Box Office located
at 1000 Morris Avenue, Union..
Enlow Recital Hall is located on Kean
University’s East Campus at 215
North Avenue, Hillside, N.J. 07205.

WQXR is a media sponsor of Gene
and Shelley Enlow Recital Hall. For
complete Enlow Hall 2011-12 Sea-
son information, please visit the
website or contact Ms. Cory Ran-
som, Director, Operations (908) 737-
5932, ransomco@kean.edu.

Sweet Honey In The Rock

Youth Poetry and
Short Story

Contest
WESTFIELD - The Woman’s

Club of Westfield invites all aspir-
ing student poets and authors from
kindergarten through high school
to enter The New Jersey State Fed-
eration of Women’s Clubs’
(NJSFWC) Youth Poetry and Short
Story 2012 Contest . Poetry entries
may be any style with a minimum
length of eight lines and a maxi-
mum of 30 lines. Short Stories are
limited to 2,000 words. Entries must
be typewritten, double spaced, with
a minimum of one-inch margins, on
one side of 8 and a half by 11 inch
paper.

A student may enter one short
Story and /or poem for the local club
contest. The author’s name, address,
telephone number, title of poem or
short story, the category entered and
name of sponsoring club must be in
the top right hand corner of each
page. All entries are judged on con-
tent, organization and form. Deci-
sion of the judges is final.

Material is to be submitted in
duplicate to the Woman’s Club of
Westfield, 314 Orenda Circle,
Westfield, N.J. 07090, postmarked
before January 6, 2012 and must be
the original unpublished work of
the author, written during the con-
test year.

Authors must be amateurs with
earnings from writing not to ex-
ceed $500 annually. Writers are
asked to keep a copy of their work
as entries cannot be returned.

The categories in both Poetry
and Short Story are: Category One
- Grades K-2; Category Two  -
Grades 3-5; Category Three -
Grades 6-8; Category Four - Grades
9-12.

First place winners in our local
contest will be sent on for judging
at the New Jersey State Federation
of Women’s Clubs level. First place
NJSFWC winners will then go on
to be judged by the General Fed-
eration of Women’s Clubs, which is
the national level.

WCP to Present
Children’s Show

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Community Players are pleased
to announce a children’s show as
a new addition to this season’s
schedule. The Three Prince
Charmings, a comedy with fool-
ish dueling princes, witches,
Cinderella, Rapunzel and other
fairy tale characters is sure to
delight audiences from ages five
to 95.

Two performances will be held
on Saturday, December 10, at 11
a.m. and 2 p.m. at the theater,
1000 North Avenue in Westfield.
Tickets are $10 each and can be
reserved by calling the box office
at (908) 232-1221. Start off the
holiday season by making your
reservations now.

The Three Prince Charmings
is generously sponsored by Eileen
Ward-Conway, broker of Elegant
Homes Realty featuring the Sa-
vannah in downtown Westfield,
the James Ward Mansion, and
Ward and O’Donnell Property
Management Company.

Smelkinson Featured in
Once Upon a Mattress
SUMMIT – Isabelle Smelkinson

of Westfield is featured as Winifred
the Woebegone in the Pebble Players
production of Once Upon a Mattress
on Thursday, November 3, and Fri-
day, November 4, at 7 p.m. and Sun-
day, November 6, at 2 p.m. at the
Oakes Center in Summit. For ticket
information, call (908) 277-1732.

Fotos of Fanwood
Contest Winners

FANWOOD - Many of the fantas-
tic photographs submitted to the Fotos
of Fanwood contest during Fanny
Wood Day October 2 are now on
display at the Unity Bank branch at
South and Hetfield Avenues in Scotch
Plains. Unity Bank was the main spon-
sor of the contest.

The winners included: Best photo
of Fanwood place — “Fanwood
Icon,” by Greg Cummings; Best photo
of Fanwood people — “Fanwood’s
Finest On Patrol,” by Brian Cook;
and Best photo of Fanwood thing —
“Monarch Gold,” by Lynn Hyde.

Each winner received a $25 gift
certificate, a blue ribbon and the ad-
miration of their peers. The photo-
graphs will remain on display at Unity
Bank until November 11 and will
appear in an upcoming edition of The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

Water Color Club to
Present Demonstration

LIVINGSTON - The Essex Water
Color Club, now in our 80th year, is
privileged to present a watercolor por-
trait painting demonstration by the
international noted artist, Roberta
Carter Clark. The demonstration will
take place on Sunday,

November 13, 2011 from 2-4 p.m.
at the Livingston Community Senior
Center, 204 Hillside Avenue,
Livingston. The demonstration is open
to the public and is free to members,
$5 for guests and non-members. Re-
freshments will be served.

For more information, contact (973)
994-1597 or visit www.ewcclub.com.


