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FLETCHER, REIMERS, RENFREE LED LADY RAIDERS

Raider V’ballers Squeeze By
N. Prov. Pioneers in 3 Games

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Preparation with intensity and de-
termination was needed if the visit-
ing Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls volleyball team wanted
to prevail over the New Providence
Pioneers on October 26.

The 9-15 Raiders provided plenty
of sparks by bouncing the 7-15 Pio-
neers, 25-9, in Game 1. New Provi-
dence regrouped and won the second
game, 25-23, however the Raiders
came back in Game 3 to chill the
Pioneers, 28-26.

Outstanding performances offen-
sively and defensively were plentiful
on both sides of the net. The Raiders
relied on senior tri-captain and middle
hitter Katherine Fletcher, who fin-
ished with two service points and
delivered nine kills, one assist and
one dig. Senior tri-captain Delaney
Reimers came up with six service
points, one service ace and 23 assists.
Tri-captain junior Samantha Renfree
had two aces, three service points,

four kills, one block and one dig.
Raider junior middle hitter Tara

Sweeney garnered seven kills and
one block, and junior outside hitter
Christine Charles notched three kills,
nine service points and two aces.

“That is the team that I know I
have. That’s the team that should
show up each and every time. When
that team does, we win. The sad part
is; that team has not shown up as
much as they should have. They are
able to dictate the tempo of the game,
the strength, all with how they play,”
Raider Head Coach Adrienne Stack
said.

The Raiders impressed by taking a
commanding, 12-1 lead in the first
game and never looked back.
Sweeney was on fire with four kills.
Renfree and Fletcher each had a
strong game as well, as they com-
bined with three kills and two digs,
and Reimers contributed all of the
assists. The team held the lead for
good as Reimers later added the ex-
clamation point with a kill to notch

the 25-9 victory.
“As to Game 1, they were respon-

sive, they were open, trusted each
other and they played their game. It
was a cohesive unit,” Coach Stack
said.

In the second game, the Pioneers
took the early lead. Under pressure,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood regrouped
midway in the game and edged their
way back. Late in the game, New
Providence demonstrated they were
there to play and rolled off three
straight points to strike the Raiders
down, 25-23.

“Game 2, simply said, it was all
about ‘passion.’ If you don’t have
passion you are not going to win.
Once you start looking past a team,
they’re going to clobber you. New
Providence got fueled up, they wanted
to prove you wrong and they did that.
You cannot take that away from them,
they deserved it,” Coach Stack said.

Game 3, the Raiders had all their
pieces secured and surprised the Pio-
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Blue Devils Ice Tigers in Snow Bowl, 12-0
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fourth quarter. On the Blue Devils’
first three series, O’Rourke actually
was minus 17 yards on seven carries,
until the offensive line found right the
push and he added 39 yards on nine
carries in their final series of the first
half, which resulted in a touchdown
(TD) when quarterback Nate Mitchell
found tight end David Kane for a
four-yard reception.

“This is a once in a lifetime, espe-
cially in October to play in snow like
this. Nobody could get their footing.
We knew it would be a tough game. I
am glad we came out on top,”
O’Rourke said.

“This is great! This is actually
crazy! I didn’t think it would get this
bad. You never really trust this time of
year. We had to get real conserva-
tive,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jim
DeSarno said.

Mitchell also realized the futility
of an all-running game in the first
three series and chose to fire a few
short passes to loosen the Tigers’ de-
fensive pinch. In the first half, he
completed five of eight attempts for
37 yards, and his most reliable re-
ceiver was Pete Ondi, who had three
grabs for 30 yards. Dylan Elliot added
a 15-yard reception from Jon Gribbin
on a fake punt, and tight end John

Lanzano had a three-yard reception.
Mitchell added a three-yard comple-
tion to David Kane early in the sec-
ond half.

Tiger star running back Ruhann
Peete was literally stopped in his
tracks. Three times he was thrown for
losses when he attempted to sweep
around the corners, and he finished
with one total yard on seven carries.
Running back Jahaad Smith had a
little more success with 11 carries for
49 yards. In the end, the Tigers fin-
ished with 57 yards on the ground
and zero in the air.

“We knew they had a lot of speed,
but they got neutralized a little bit. I
think teams underestimate our speed.
Our defense always plays fast, plays
hard and we were just on the ball
today. We are a strong team. We are
conditioned. We worked hard all sum-
mer. It is starting to pay off right
now,” O’Rourke said.

“Defensively, we did a good job.
We moved laterally well. We did a
good job on Peete,” Coach DeSarno
said.

The skidding by both teams and
the slipperiness of the ball caused

much concern, but the Blue Devil
offense managed to adjust to the cli-
matic conditions in time. Early in the
second quarter, Blue Devil defensive
end Mike LaFace forced a fumble,
which Westfield recovered.

Later in the quarter, after linebacker
Pat Johnson recorded a 10-yard sack
to force a Tiger punt, Mitchell engi-
neered a 12-play, 46-yard scoring
drive when he hit Elliott in the end
zone with 35 seconds remaining in
the half. The slippery conditions
caused the point after kick to skid into
the snow. O’Rourke carried nine times
on that series for 39 yards.

“We couldn’t block the way we
normally block. Once the kids started,
we had a great push,” Coach DeSarno
said.

“Whenever I ran the ball, I put two
hands on the ball. We preached that at
the beginning of the game. It was all
about ball security. We knew if we
could get one score, our defense was
going to hold up,” O’Rourke said.
“Secure the ball! Run the ball! Get
this game over with!”

The defense, indeed, held up.
Early in the third quarter, Johnson
recovered a Tiger fumble at the Lin-
den 36. Mike LaFace, linebackerProbitas Verus Honos
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REALLY LENDING A HELPING HAND…Raider tri-captain Delaney Reimers came up with six service points, one service
ace and 23 assists in the victory over the New Providence Pioneers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO POUNCE ON A TIGER…Blue Devil defensive end Mike LaFace, No. 72 center, prepares to pounce on a Tiger
to help out a teammate in the Snow Bowl at Linden.
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507 South Euclid Ave, Westfield

$1,399,000

To Be Built

660 Foothill Road, Bridgewater

$775,000 Sold 9/30/09

SOLD

1914 Grandview Ave Westfield

$600,000 Sold 8/12/10

SOLD

38 Moss Ave, Westfield

$1,199,000

To Be Built

774 Westfield Ave, Westfield

$1,099,000

To Be Built

106 Arlington Rd, Cranford

$799,000 Sold 8/15/11

SOLD

46 Faulkner Dr, Westfield

$1,199,000

Under Construction

601 Norwood Drive, Westfield

$1,049,000

Under Construction

252 Hyslip Ave, Westfield

$840,000 Sold 9/11/09

SOLD

117 Hardwick Ave, Westfield

$811,000 Sold 3/16/11

SOLD

637 Downer St, Westfield

$790,000 Sold 11/24/11

SOLD

80 Tamaques Way, Westfield

$1,089,000

For Sale


