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Blue Devil Boys  Capture
UC X-C Championship

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

and Blue Devil Jeff Perrella (15:43 in
2006 at the conference meet). Ex-
actly six years ago to the day, October
26, on his birthday, Perrella won the
county title with another great time of
15:59.

“My coach was saying, ‘do you
want to get that course record?’ I said,
‘*#!! Yea!’ And I am going to finish.
I heard 15:27 at the start of the kick,
so I said I was, at least, going to push
myself. I am happy that I did that
today,” Leahy said.

Eli Howard was the first Cougar to
cross the finish line, placing 15th
with a time of 17:16. Mike Zanfardino
crossed the line 17th at 17:22. From
there, the remaining five Cougars
crossed within 11 seconds of each
other. Connor McMahon finished
27th at 17:41, followed by Paul
Cassaro (28th) at 17:42, Tom Feeney
(29th) at 17:44 and Brendan Donovan
(30th) at 17:45. Tom Philip finished
32nd at 17:52.

“They had a little bit of an off race.
They went out a little too conserva-
tively, but they came on strong at the

end. Our pack really brought it to-
gether for us. We are really proud of
these guys today. Eli was by himself
out there. Mike Zanfardino came on
really strong as our second runner.
Tom Feeney had a little bit of an off
week. He had a problem with a stitch,
so our other guys stepped it up and
pulled it together. Connor McMahon,
Paul Cassaro and all took charge.
Brendan Donovan, first time varsity,
was solid, and Tom Philip as well,”
Cougar Head Coach John Schiano
said.

Raider Jon Kirby finished 18th with
a time of 17:24, and teammate Joe
Dzuback finished 54th at 18:53.

The Blue Devil JV team painted
the course blue and took first with a
15 total. Matt Luppino crossed first
with a time of 16:47. In all, the Blue
Devils took 19 of the top-22 places.
The Blue Devil freshmen also took
first on the 3,380-meter course with
a total of 26 ahead of Summit with
32. Matt Russo at 12:13 and Will
Chandler at 12:32 placed 1-2, re-
spectively.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

��fter a successful career in finance, I decided 

to use the skills I acquired working for 15 years at a large 

NYC bank and transfer them to a real estate career. I have 

lived in Westfield for over 12 years and have three children 

in the Westfield school system. I understand the fabric  

of this community and surrounding towns well. I will  

offer you the highest level of professionalism and market 

knowledge to find you the perfect home for your family.  Patricia Shakal
Sales Associate, MBA Finance

Direct: (908) 233-5756

Cell: (908) 447-4783

Patricia.Shakal@cbmoves.com
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“NO ONE WILL WORK HARDER FOR YOU”

Westfield - West Office, 600 North Ave West, Westfield, NJ 07090

www.TrishShakal.com
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CALL TODAY AND 

ASK ABOUT OUR 

CURRENT SPECIALS!

Elegantly appointed 1- & 2-bedroom apartments include full-size 
washer/dryer and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

CALL NOW!

908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

It’s still over a year until the cer-
emonies on Nov. 19, 2012, but the
10th induction class of the Westfield
Athletic Hall of Fame has been voted
on, contacted and can now be an-
nounced . . . and it’s another really
high-quality group.

There are state champions (Terry
Bentley, Dan Nichols, Gordon Clark
and Steve Schramm), school-record
holders and sectional champions (Jim
Kovacs, Paul Byrne, Noreen Morris
and Aimee Stout), multi-sport all-stars
(Henry Stevens, Ray Bailey, Mike
Drury and Kim Kumpf), a legendary
coach (Shaun Cherewich) and two
championship teams (1961 football,
1978 boys tennis).

Here’s a chronological look at the
inductees:

Henry Stevens (WHS, 1917): A
baseball (three-year starting shortstop)
and basketball (leading scorer two
years) star, he was also class president
as a junior and senior. He was killed
the following year in the Argonne for-
est during World War 1.

Roger Love (1957): A two-year bas-
ketball standout under coach John Lay,
he went on to earn three varsity letters
at Springfield College. Love is a long-
time supporter of WHS sports and
member of the Boosters, and the
standout Master of Ceremonies at the
Hall of Fame dinners.

Terry Bentley (1958): Earned var-
sity letters in three vastly different
sports: as a two-way guard in football,
a two-time state champion swimmer,
and singles player in tennis. He
captained the swim and tennis teams
at WHS, and later captained the
Dartmouth swim team.

Ray Bailey (1960): The baseball-

WHS Hall of Fame’s
Class of 2012 Unveiled

basketball standout was killed prior to
his senior year by his deranged mother.
But his 347 rebounds as a junior is still
No. 2 all-time at WHS, and he was
second in the 1959 U.C. American
Legion batting race (.433).

Dan Nichols (1961): A three-time
state champion swimmer and captain
of the 1961 state champion swim team
at WHS. He was killed in 1969 during
the Vietnam War, where he earned the
Purple Heart and the Silver Star. He
swam collegiately for Doc Counsilman
at Indiana.

Jim Kovacs (1962): A three-year
starter at fullback and co-captain of
the unbeaten ’61 football team, also a
co-captain in track and school record-
holder in the javelin and long jump.
He played football at Yale.

Paul Byrne (1969): A standout run-
ning back and three-year starter at
defensive back, he also was an out-
standing runner and held the school
half-mile record. Co-captained foot-
ball, winter and spring track at WHS.
A three-year football starter at Colgate.

Gordon Clark (1970): The greatest
sprint freestyler in New Jersey of his
era and a multi-time All-American, he
was a six-time state swimming cham-
pion (five individual, one relay). Swam
collegiately at North Carolina State.

Steve Schramm (1976): The pre-
mier diver of his era, he joins Hall of
Famers Bob Clotworthy (’50) and Don
Mutz (’68) as a three-time state cham-
pion; also was a Y National champion
two years in both the 1- and 3-meter
boards. Also a four-year diver at
Harvard.

Noreen Morris (1983): After earn-
ing nine letters (soccer, basketball and
track) at WHS, where she set school
marks in the javelin and shot that still
stand, she was a four-year starter, and
two-year captain, in soccer at Cornell.
Currently the commissioner of the
Northeast Conference.

Mike Drury (1987): A three-year
standout on some of the greatest WHS
soccer and tennis teams, Drury never
missed a match. An all-state selection
in both sports. Later was a soccer
standout at Notre Dame.

Kim Kumpf (1990): Between WHS
and Virginia Wesleyan College, she
won 23 of a possible 24 letters in
soccer, basketball and softball. A soc-

cer and basketball captain at WHS,
she captained all three sports in col-
lege, where she was a 1,000-point
scorer and 1,000-rebounder.

Aimee Stout (1992): Earned 12 let-
ters in four sports at WHS. She was a
gymnast, a county champion cross-
country runner, a swim team co-cap-
tain, and is still the school record holder
in the intermediate hurdles and long
jump. Set a Clemson record in the
heptathlon.

Shaun Cherewich (coach): An out-
standing football assistant coach Gary
Kehler, Dick Zimmer and Ed
Tranchina, Cherewich built the WHS
lacrosse program from the ground up,
winning state titles in 1986 and ’87
while coaching numerous All-Ameri-
cans.

1961 football team: Gary Kehler’s
first team and some (me) would argue,
his most talented. It went unbeaten
and was awarded the Central Jersey
Group 4 co-championship with Long
Branch. Two-way standouts were
Dwight Winn, Marty Howarth, Greg
Weiss, Kip Kindregan, Bob Adelaar,
Dave Morash, Bill Bryant, Jim Kovacs
and Ed Galauski (Howarth, Weiss,
Morash and Kovacs are Hall of
Famers). Offensively, Bud Mueller
was quarterback and Earl Vigne a
tackle; defensively, Buzz Hedden came
in at middle guard and Bob Hoffman
at linebacker.

1978 boys tennis team: WHS’s first
All-Groups (Tournament of Champi-
ons) winner. Tony Berardo’s team went
24-1, and outlasted Christian Brothers
Academy 4-1 in a TOC final that saw
all five matches go three sets. Doug
Yearley, Jeff Factor and Joel Katz
played singles, with Andy Biederman,
Dan Perach, Andy Loft and Sri
Nivargikar at doubles. Gerry Conroy
was a capable backup.

Steve Merrill (’71), a member of the
Hall of Fame committee, is currently
rehabbing from knee replacement sur-
gery. But “Steamboat” has his laptop
with him and is updating and upgrad-
ing the Hall’s website, including the
page that people should use when they
have an athlete or team they would like
to nominate.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Heading into final week of the pre-

playoff season, the Black and Blue
Devils are in contention for their fifth
straight berth in North 2 Group 4, by
far the deepest section in the state.
After Saturday’s 12-0 Snow Bowl II
win over Linden, when they held the
Tigers to negative offensive yardage,
while posting their fourth shutout, the
6-1 Devils are in seventh place, de-
pending on what SP-F did Monday
against Warren Hills. Only eight teams
qualify in each section, so Saturday’s
home game with unbeaten (but
beatable) Immaculata takes on added
significance.

Senior Jon Gribbin has 121 career
kicking points, breaking the old school
mark of 113 by K.C. Knobloch.
Gribbin’s 79 PAT kicks trail only Glen
Kehler (81) and Knobloch (89).

Freshmen very rarely play in varsity
games at WHS, and not many have
ever started a game . . . maybe Lee
Waring (’32) or Brian Ciemniecki
(’96)? But ninth-grader Jack Simcox
started at inside linebacker in the Dev-
ils’ 24-0 win over Rahway. Simcox
was credited with six tackles. He is the

son of Steve Simcox, a highly-recruited
lineman, who had an injury-plagued
career at Princeton University.

THIS AND THAT
After winning its third straight

Union County championship last
week, the boys cross-country team is
two major victories from sending re-
tiring coach Jack Martin out with a
great going-away present. Martin, who
for 28-plus seasons has kept WHS at
the lofty heights of his predecessor,
Hall of Famer Walt Clarkson, will be
stepping down after the spring track
season.

If the boys can win the sectional title
(Saturday) and a third straight state
Group 4 crown (Nov. 12, but defi-
nitely not a gimme, given that West
Windsor-Plainsboro South and
Ridgewood both are loaded), it would
give Martin 33 major championships
(18 county, 10 sectional and 5 state),
which would equal Clarkson’s total
(11 county, 12 sectional, 10 state).

Martin’s boys haven’t lost a dual
meet since falling to Cranford in 2004.
The 2012 team will inherit a 59-meet
win streak. That is tied with the 1957-
62 boys swim teams for the fourth-
longest win streak in school history.
The only longer streaks are: 61 by
boys tennis 2007-08, 74 by girls swim-
ming 1984-90 and 92 by girls cross-
country 1994-2003.

The girls soccer team last won an
outright county title in 2001, a 2-0 win
over New Providence under coach Pete
Giordano. (They shared titles with Oak
Knoll in 2002 and SP-F in 2006.)
They’ll face SP-F in the county cham-
pionship game this Saturday, 4 p.m.,
at Kean University. The teams split
during the regular season.

The field hockey team had a rare
home game in the state tournament on
Monday against Phillipsburg. Coach
Caitlyn MacDonald’s girls are seeded
third in North 1 Group 4 and, if they
won Monday, would likely play
Montclair (the teams tied 0-0 back on
Oct. 13).

IN PASSING
Todd Novacek (’76) recently died

of a heart attack at the age of 53. Toby
was the leading scorer on the ’75 bas-
ketball team and co-captain of the ’76
squad that included Boo Bowers, Rich
Goski and Spud Monroe, who all made
the trip to Florida for the funeral. Three
of Nova’s siblings – Scott (’72, bas-
ketball), Ross (’74, wrestling) and Jill
(’79, tennis) – were also athletes at
WHS.

Also passing suddenly was Tina
Chabrier (’09), a student at St. Joseph’s
University and a co-captain of the 2008
WHS gymnastics team. Tina was a
county champion in floor exercise.

DEVILS OF THE MONTH
Senior flanker Pete Ondi and the

gymnastics team.
With his three receptions in Snow

Bowl II on Saturday, Ondi now has 60
career catches, breaking the school
record of 59, held by Chris Sheehan
(’09). Meanwhile, Abby Cook, Lind-
say Ripperger and the girls gymnas-
tics team avenged two losses to
Cranford by capturing a sixth straight
Union County championship, by the
slim .1 of a point over the Cougars.
Ripperger, a junior, won the balance
beam, while sophomore Cook was
second in all-around, bars and floor
ex. Seniors Hannah Goldring and Sa-
rah Shields, juniors Jenna Rizkalla
and Kelly Vassel, and freshman Mae
Devin completed the squad.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday every month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, Whs4evr!

Devils of the Month
Pete Ondi – Football

Gymnastics Team

David B. Corbin (October 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING AWAY WITH IT…Blue Devil Jeff Perrella ran away with the Union
County individual title with a time of 15:59 on the muddy track at Warinanco
Park in Roselle on his birthday on October 26, 2005.

Lady Blue Devils Nip
Soccer Cougars, 1-0

The No. 17 Westfield High School
girls soccer team got a goal from tri-
captain Mercedes Smith in the sec-
ond overtime to overcome the
Cranford Cougars, 1-0, in Westfield
on October 26. Blue Devil goalkeeper
Sophia Devita made one save, while
Cougar keeper Leah Quinn was quite
busy stopping 14 shots on goal.
Cranford 0 0 0 0 0
Westfield 0 0 0 1 1
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Westfield…New 2002 spacious Colonial at end of cul-de-sac. 5 bedroom, 4
full, 2 half baths with a great, flowing floor plan. Entry opens to beautiful 2 story
living room with triple height windows, French doors to family room w/fireplace,
beautiful large kitchen with stainless steel appliances, granite counters and eating
area with sliders to private deck. Formal dining room with embellished moldings,
sunroom/bedroom with full bath with sliders to patio and recirculation Koi pond.
Hardwood floors, custom moldings on first floor, high ceilings, Master suite
with beautiful full bath and large walk-in closet, 3 additional bedroom and 2
bath.  Large finished basement, 3 ZN HT/CAC, 2 car garage and close to all
schools and Tamaques Park.       $1,140,000.

Westfield…Expanded 8 room 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath center hall colonial in the
Stonehenge section of Westfield.  This home offers, a bright, open floor plan with
a striking contemporary feel to its character. Lustrous washed oak floors, 2 fireplaces,
neutral decor, recent master bedroom expansion w/ vaulted ceiling, his/ her custom
walk-in closets and luxurious bath, sun-filled kitchen with granite counters, center
island breakfast bar and large dining area w/ sliders to private patio and yard. The
gracious foyer opens to the formal dining room w/ hand-stenciled floor and tastefully
appointed living room. The large family room is punctuated with a wall of brick w/
arch topped fireplace flanked by tall windows .CAC, 100x149, patio, move-in
condition. Close to all schools and park.     $965,000.

Westfield...Pristine 9 room, 4 bedroom, 2 bath home near Tamaques
Park and school. Unique open floor plan offers new Master bedroom
addition with tray ceiling, luxurious bath with double sink vanities,
oversized shower and deluxe walk-in closet. Newer kitchen with stainless
steel appliances and breakfast bar opens to large family room addition
with vaulted ceiling, raised brick hearth fireplace and sliders to paver
patio and fenced yard. Living room with bay window, dining area, play
room.  HWD Flrs, large walk-up attic for storage CAC, new Heat, roof
and paver driveway. Ready to just move in!      $645,000.

Updated power points list at
gridironnewjersey.com
1. Hunterdon Central 141, 2.
Elizabeth 136, 3. Bayonne 113,
4. Franklin 109, 5. East Orange
107 and Westfield 107, 7. Union
106, 8. Phillipsburg 98, 9.
Piscataway 82 – numbers are
unofficial.


