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Tim Van Epp 
Ward 1

Matt Sontz 
Ward 3

Greg Romer 
Ward 4

Open Government
The Town Council currently keeps all budget 
meetings closed to the public. All financial 
decisions, including cuts to the Police and 
Fire Department staffing, are made with no 
input from Westfield’s residents. For example, 
the Town Council reduced staffing to a level 
that does not allow the Fire Department to 
use our ladder truck. Westfield has a tremen-
dous pool of talented residents who can and 
will contribute during open meetings. Can-
didates Van Epp, Sontz and Romer will open 
the budget meetings to the public. 

Elimination of No-Bid Contracts
The Town council continues to award no-bid 
contracts to professionals, including the town 
attorney. During the past eight years the town 
attorney’s hourly rate has been increased by 
50%, costing our town more than $700,000 
over that time. For this year alone, this will 
cost our town almost $100,000 more. Candi-
dates Van Epp, Sontz and Romer will open all 
positions to competitive bidding to ensure the 
most efficient use of our town’s resources.

Public Safety as a Top Priority
The Town Council has reduced the staff of 
the Police and Fire Departments and the 
school crossing guards by 16%. For example, 
we now have the fewest number of police  
officers per capita of all towns in Union 
County. Candidates Van Epp, Sontz and Romer 
will ensure that safety is the top priority. 
Through eliminating no-bid contracts, utiliz-
ing shared services and grants, they will restore 
these vital services.

Closed Door Reductions by  
Westfield’s Town Council:
Police staff from 59 to 50
Fire Department staff from 36 to 30
School Crossing Guards from 72 to 62

As a result, Westfield’s ladder truck could not 
respond to the Ferraro’s fire, even though it 
sat only 150 feet away. We had to wait for 
Cranford’s ladder truck to respond to this fire.

Westfield Needs  
New Leadership on  
the Town Council

Tim Van Epp, Matt Sontz and Greg Romer will make the Town Council 
more responsive to the needs of Westfield’s residents by supporting:

On November 8th, Please Vote For: 
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Tim Van Epp, 
Ward 1

Matt Sontz, 
Ward 3

Greg Romer, 
Ward 4


