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 Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
TRICK OR TREAT...Children dressed for Halloween collect goodies from downtown merchants on Sunday during the
Downtown Westfield Corporation’s annual Trick or Treat and Costume Contest event. To see more photos go to
www.goleader.com/photos.

 Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
STORM AFTERMATH...A  rare October snowstorm ripped through the area on
Saturday and paralized the region. Trees still covered with fall foliage were split
in half, downing power lines, creating dangerous conditions while leaving
thousands without electricity. See story on page 2.

Voters to Decide WF Council
Races, Mayoral Race in Fanwood

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – This Tuesday, voters will
decide mayoral races in Fanwood,
Kenilworth and Summit, as well as
which political party will control town
councils in Fanwood, Cranford and
Garwood. The Cranford election re-
sults will determine which party con-
trols the mayor’s office in 2012.

In Westfield, voters will decide
competitive races in three of the
town’s four wards, including a three-
way race in the Third Ward. In the
First Ward, Democrat Tim Van Epp
will face off against Republican in-
cumbent Frank Arena. Republican
JoAnn Neylan is running unopposed
for reelection in the Second Ward.

In the Third Ward, three candidates
are vying for the seat vacated this
summer by Mark Ciarrocca; Repub-
lican Mark LoGrippo, who was ap-
pointed to fill the seat by the GOP, is
facing challengers Matt Sontz, a

Democrat, and Independent Greg
Kasko. In the Fourth Ward, Demo-
crat Greg Romer is challenging Re-
publican Jim Foerst. Republicans
have a 7-1 majority on the council
and hold the mayor’s office.

In Fanwood, Mayor Colleen Mahr,
a two-term Democratic incumbent,
is facing her first re-election chal-
lenge; she ran uncontested for re-
election to a second four-year term
in 2007. This year, Mayor Mahr is up
against Fanwood Republican Com-
mittee Chairman Joe Britt.

Four candidates are vying for the
two contested Fanwood Borough
Council seats. Borough Council
terms are three years. Democratic
incumbent Russell Huegel is run-
ning for re-election, but current Coun-
cil President Joan Wheeler, also a
Democrat, decided not to run again.

Mr. Huegel’s running mate is Kevin
Boris, who was appointed as plan-
ning board chairman in January after

an unsuccessful bid for a council seat
last year. The Republican council
candidates are Jason Benedict, who
ran unsuccessfully for council last
year, and Nicole Cole, who attempted
to win a seat on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders in 2009.

The council is currently split 3-3
between the Democrats and Republi-
cans, with Mayor Mahr as the
tiebreaker.

In Cranford, Republicans Andis
Kalnins and Lisa Adubato Nest are
challenging Township Committee-
man Dan Aschenbach, the current
mayor, and his running mate, Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. Incumbent Mark
Dugan, a Republican, is not seeking
reelection. Democrats have a 3-2
majority, meaning the GOP would
need a sweep to regain control and
the mayor’s seat.

Summit’s mayoral contest features
a three-way race between Republi-
can Councilwoman Ellen Dickson, a
candidate for freeholder in 2010;
Michael Vernotico, a two-term Re-
publican councilman turned Indepen-
dent representing the city’s second
ward, and Democrat Eileen Forman
Ludden. They are vying to replace
two-term Mayor Jordan Glatt, a
Democrat.

Kenilworth will see a repeat of the
2007 mayoral race between Republi-
can incumbent Mayor Kathi Fiamingo,
an attorney, and Democratic Council-
man Peter Corvelli, a Hillside police
officer; Mr. Corvelli is the son of the
late Hillside Council President Peter
Corvelli. Mayor Fiamingo won last
time by just over 300 votes, out of
2,000 cast; she has been nominated
for a seat on the Union County bench
of the state Superior Court, but her
nomination has been held up in Tren-
ton.

In Springfield, where Democrats
have a 3-2 edge on the township com-
mittee, Democratic Committeeman
Hugh Keffer, the current mayor, and
Ziad Andrew Shehady, a Republican
who was mayor when he lost reelection

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Voters to Decide Council
MajorityTues. in GW Race

Control of Committee at
Stake In Cranford Election

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Incumbent Demo-
cratic Borough Council members
Louis Petruzzelli and Sara Todisco
face off this Tuesday, November 8,
against Republicans Carol Kearney
and Steven Blaufeder for two open,
three-year seats on the council. In a
close race last year, Republicans took
control of the governing body, with a
4-3 majority, when Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi and two Republican coun-
cilmen were voted into office. The
borough historically has experienced
close elections, with just a handful of
votes being the deciding factor.

When Ms. Todisco, a social studies
teacher in the Guttenberg School Dis-
trict, was appointed to the council
earlier this year to fill a vacancy left
when Councilman Jon Linken re-
signed, she had said the fruition of the
athletic field complex was a priority.
She and Mr. Petruzzelli, president of
Accent Electric Corporation in the
borough, remain staunch in their posi-
tion to see the project through.

“Our plan, to continue working to

move Garwood forward, is centered
on redevelopment, follow-through,
communication and preservation of
services,” the Democrats said in an e-
mail to The Westfield Leader.

“Further redevelopment along the
North Avenue strip is on our radar,”
Ms. Todisco and Mr. Petruzzelli said.

“It’s a fine balance of tax incen-
tives for businesses, while not over-
burdening the resident, which has

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Cranford Mayor
Daniel Aschenbach is seeking re-elec-
tion this Tuesday, November 8, to his
three-year township committee seat,
along with Democratic council can-
didate Thomas Hannen, Jr. They are
being challenged by Republican can-
didates Andis Kalnins and Lisa
Adubato Nesi. Democrats hold a 3-2
on the committee; Republicans would
need to sweep both seats to regain
control of the governing body and
the mayor’s seat. Committeeman
Mark Dugan, a Republican, did not
seek reelection.

Development and redevelopment,
sewer fees and flood mitigation are
the main issues that face the town-
ship. Since Hurricane Irene, dealing
with the severe flooding issue has
been a hot topic in the region, and so
far, eight area mayors and their engi-

neers have formed a regional flood-
ing committee to discuss ideas to
mitigate floodwaters from the
Rahway River.

All Cranford candidates agree that
the flooding problem needs to be
addressed regionally.

“We need buy-in from all of the
towns up and downstream. We need
buy-in from a state agency such as
the DEP (Department of Environ-
mental Protection),” Mr. Kalnins
added.

“Families are still having difficulty,
and quite a few people are still not in
their homes. We are, as a community,
focused on that and [are trying] to get
our arms around flood control. Man-
aging through that is one of the big-
gest issues,” Mr. Ashenbach said.

The property for which the
Birchwood redevelopment project is
planned was severely flooded during

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

MAKE A BID...Enthusiasts braved the snowstorm Saturday for the car auction
at the Westfield Armory. The evening dinner was cancelled and is to be resched-
uled in the spring.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
JAMES-O-LANTERN…At the Pumpkin Sail at Echo Lake Park on Tuesday
night, James, a participant in the event, carefully carves his pumpkin.

Westfield Board of Education
President Julia Walker Resigns

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The president of
the Westfield Board of Education,
Julia Walker, resigned
Tuesday at the board
meeting, effective at the
end of the month. Mrs.
Walker said she had re-
emerged into the
workforce on a full-time
basis and that this, along
with family obligations,
helped to make her deci-
sion. She added that
proper procedures would
be put into place to fill the vacant
BOE seat. She had served for eight
and one-half years. The seat is up for
election in 2013.

Mrs. Walker said, “It has been noth-
ing but a privilege to sit on this board,
and Westfield has the finest adminis-
trators, teachers and board members.”

She added that she was
leaving the district in very
capable hands with the
other eight members.

Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan
stated, “Mrs. Walker had
represented the board at
hundreds of functions over
the years, answered count-
less e-mails and of course
put many hours in at board

and committee meetings. “We will
move on, but you will certainly be
missed,” Mrs. Dolan said.

In other business, Interim Board
Secretary Vincent Yaniro reported that
there are 679 Westfield students trans-
ported on 68 routes through the Union

County Educational Services Com-
mission (UCESC); 94 students are
bussed out of district and 24 students
are paying $424 a year to ride the
bus. He said that children riding on
the buses are not provided with door-
to-door service — the exception be-
ing some special education children.

Mr. Yaniro said, “Safety is always
the main concern for all students.”
He reported that over the past weeks,
parents have “brought legitimate con-
cerns to the transportation depart-
ment” and that adjustments were
made to three routes going to and
from the Edison Intermediate School
as a result.

He said that the Vogel bus com-
pany provides all but one route to the
district, and that all bids for bus ser-
vice must go through the UCESC.
He noted that the school system is

Julia Walker

Westfield to Collect Storm Debris
After All Power Is Restored

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
conference session of the Westfield
town council Eileen Leahey, regional
public affairs manager for PSE&G,
gave the town an update on power
outages and ongoing repairs from
this past week’s rare October snow-
storm.

She said that the storm “caught
most of the state off guard” and that
PSE&G was working toward restor-
ing 95 percent of customers by yes-
terday, November 2. According to
PSE&G, between 5,000 and 10,000
customers were out of power in
Westfield. As of Tuesday night, Ms.
Leahey said 619 were still in the dark.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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“Today we made tremendous
progress, tomorrow will be a little bit
better,” Ms. Leahey told the council.

She recommended that if people
have not notified PSE&G of their
outages they should call (800) 782-
0067.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said that the town would be doing a
curbside pickup of organic storm
debris after PSE&G is done with re-
pairs. He said that the town would be
deferring leaf collection for at least a
week while clean up is going on. Mr.
Gildea also said that the conservation
center on Lamberts Mill Road is open
seven days a week where residents
can also take their debris.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Mr.
Gildea commended the police, fire
and public works employees for their
efforts. The mayor said that this storm
was, “much worse than Hurricane
Irene” and that some areas of town
actually looked like a tornado had
come through.

Residents Maria Carluccio and
Adina Enculescu once again urged
the council to move the Central Av-
enue pedestrian crossing signal fol-
lowing an October 27 car accident,
the fourth traffic accident in the last
six months at or near the location.

Mrs. Carluccio questioned what it
would take for the council to move
the light. “Will it take bodily injury or
the death of a pedestrian?”

Ms. Enculescu said that based on
the accident averages given in previ-
ous reports the latest accident repre-
sents a 400 percent increase in the
number of accidents at that location.

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
asked for a print out from the police
department on the number of acci-
dents at that location for the past five
years.

In other business, the council re-
viewed their agenda for the next pub-
lic meeting. The council is expected to
pass a resolution to insert $9,569 into
the municipal budget from the state’s
Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund as
well as resolutions to approve the
demolition of homes at 952 Wyan-
dotte Trail and 299 Seneca Place.

At the end of the meeting, the coun-
cil went into closed session to discuss
the lawsuit of Mark Angelo v. Town of
Westfield, Westfield Planning Board
and Brightwood Homeowners Asso-
ciation. The lawsuit stems from the
planning board’s denial of Mr.
Angelo’s application for a three-lot
subdivision on Prospect Street earlier
this year.

The town council’s next meeting
will be on Wednesday, November 9 at
8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

Irene. All four candidates have said
they oppose the Birchwood rede-
velopment project and will fight it
through the court system.

Mr. Hannen said he is backing the
township’s proposal to build a reten-
tion basin on the property where the
Birchwood Development is pro-
posed “so residents on Casino (Av-
enue) don’t get flooded and Cranford
homes south of that don’t get that
additional water all at once.”

This year, developers broke
ground at the South Avenue
Riverfront project across from the
train station.

Mr. Kalnins and Ms. Nesi said
they were not opposed to the origi-
nal plan with three floors.

“In my opinion, the mayor sold 21
units, and added a fourth floor at a
price of $756,000,” said Mr. Kalnins,
who was formerly a member of the
township planning board.

“Bottom line [is that] he (Kalnins)

wanted the taxpayers to pay for im-
pacts,” Mayor Aschenbach re-
sponded. “I didn’t support the origi-
nal density.”

Mr. Hannen said, “I think this gave
the township committee a vehicle to pay
for those infrastructure improvements.”

Both GOP candidates are opposed
to any further redevelopment.

“What I’m for is encouraging pri-
vate investment within the zoning
laws,” Mr. Kalnins said.

“Cranford cannot be seen as being
for sale to developers, especially in
light of what we are confronting now
at Birchwood and 555 South Avenue
(a third redevelopment project in the
township near the Garden State Park-
way),” Ms. Nesi said. “Reasonable
and controlled development is neces-
sary for any town to not only survive,
but to thrive, and both Andis and I are
in favor of such development.”

Mayor Aschenbach said two build-
ings in disrepair on North Avenue
need to be addressed.

Another important issue is the
sewer fee, which was recently sepa-
rated from property taxes. All four
candidates agree the method in which
the sewer fee is calculated needs fine-
tuning.

Mr. Kalnins said senior citizens
and single-person households who
use very little water are paying too
much.

“Second, very hard questions must
be asked with regard to the RVSA
(Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity) and the amount of money it is
charging Cranford,” Ms. Nesi said.

“Last year, when they wanted to
do a sewer tax, I did not support it. If
it had to be done, it had to be user-
based,” said Mayor Aschenbach,
who noted the billing to two-family
homes is a concern.

Mr. Hannen suggested adding in a
lower tier to accommodate senior
citizens, who use much less, as well
as sending one bill to the landlord of
a two-family apartment, who would
then assess usage and bill each ten-
ant.

All four candidates have said they
support refinancing debt and some
form of shared-service agreements.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Election
last year, are battling for a seat on the
committee.

At the county level, Democrats
have held the majority on the Board
of Chosen Freeholders since 1997
and have boasted a 9-0 majority for
the past 14 years. Democrats won by
fewer than 15,000 votes last year and
5,000 tallies in 2009. In 2008, during
the last Presidential election, Demo-
crats won by 37,000 votes. The year
prior, 2007, was the last off election
year, and Democrats won by 3,700
votes.

Republicans Andy Smith of Sum-
mit and Edwin Ortiz of Elizabeth
are opposing Democratic incum-
bents Angel Estrada of Elizabeth
and Chris Hudak of Linden, as well
as their running mate, Vernell
Wright, a retired teacher and school
principal from Union.

All 120 seats in the State Legisla-
ture are also up for grabs, although
most of the 40 Legislative Districts are
not expected to be competitive. Demo-
crats hold majorities of 24-16 in the
Senate and 47-33 in the Assembly.

In District 21, which includes
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside
and Westfield, State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, both of Westfield, and As-
semblywoman Nancy Munoz, of Sum-
mit, all Republicans, face opposition
from the Democratic ticket of Paul
Swanicke of Warren Township, the
Senate candidate, and Assembly hope-
fuls, Bruce Bergen of Springfield and
Norman Albert of Cranford.

In District 22, which includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, State Senator
Nicholas Scutari and his running
mates, Assemblywoman Linda
Stender of Scotch Plains and Jerry
Green of Plainfield, all Democrats,
are opposed by Republican Senate
candidate Michael Class of Middlesex
Borough and his running mates, As-
sembly candidates Joan Van Pelt of
Plainfield and Jeff First of Middlesex
Borough.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Voters Decide

been a bit if the problem in the
past,” Mr. Blaufeder said of rede-
velopment on North Avenue. “Cre-
ating a clear communication be-
tween the business owners and the
administration — so it is completely
transparent.”

Ms. Todisco and Mr. Petruzzelli
both agree that they will “hold the
Republican Administration account-
able to the public” by encouraging
open communication.

“We also believe in maintaining
the services of Garwood as a major
priority to ensure residents are really
getting the most for their tax dollars,”
Ms. Todisco and Mr. Petruzzelli said.

“The reduction of services versus
what we are paying [in taxes] is getting
out of hand,” said Mr. Blaufeder, owner
of TT Cycles, which restores vintage
motorcycles, in Berkeley Heights.

“The difficulty is the mayor has
slashed the operating budget to the
bare minimum to stay under the 2-
percent cap, but it’s really up to the
state government in cutting adminis-
tration at the state level to help reduce
taxes in the town,” Mr. Blaufeder said.
In addition to taking an initiative with
communication to the state, he also
foresees taking it to the county level.
He suggested forming a coalition with
council members from municipalities
within the county to begin attending
county meetings to get the county to
take notice of the problems munici-
palities face.

Ms. Kearney is the owner of
Unique Cruise and Travel in the
borough and graduated from
Katherine Gibbs Business School.
Her goals as a councilwoman
would be to attract new businesses
to the borough, continue explor-
ing cost-saving options while still
providing “top-notch” services and
to ensure senior citizens have ad-
equate space for their meetings and
events.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood

public and the lowest bid must be
awarded.

Board member Mitchell Slater
stated that three technology commit-
tee members attended the New Jer-
sey School Board Association’s state-
wide conference at which they “at-
tained information regarding Ipads
in the classrooms, digital media and
website design.” He said that next
week Brian Aauker; the district’s tech-
nology specialist will take a survey to
“find out what it will take to make
every classroom wireless.”

Mrs. Dolan thanked maintenance
director Mike Morris and all the work-
ers who “were called in this past
Sunday to ensure the opening of
school on Monday morning after the
unusual storm this weekend.”

The next Board of Education meet-
ing will take place on Tuesday, No-
vember 22, at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF BOE

Courtesy of Brian Dunlap
HAVIN’ FUN...All teed up, a packed field had a ball, and lost several too on the fairways, during the golf outing at Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield sponsored by the Westfield Fireman’s Mutual Benevolent Association (FMBA), Monday
October 24.

 Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
TRICK OR TREAT...Children dressed for Halloween show off their costumes during the Downtown Westfield Corporation’s
annual Trick or Treat and Costume Contest event on Sunday. To see more photos go to www.goleader.com/photos.
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CREEPY CRAWLERS…Two zombies make their way to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Parade and Costume Contest held
Monday night. The event also included a pumpkin carving contest.  For more photos, go to goleader.com/photos.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FACING OFF...Candidates for Fanwood mayor debate last Thursday in a forum
sponsored by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Republican Joseph Britt, moderator Paul Peyton of The Times and Democratic
Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Fanwood Council, Mayoral
Candidates Face Off in Debate

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The two candidates run-
ning for mayor and four candidates com-
peting for two seats on the Fanwood Bor-
ough Council squared off in an evening
forum before a full house at Borough Hall
on October 27. The first half of the forum
featured the council candidates, who took
turns in pairs answering a series of pre-
selected questions, most of which dealt
with Fanwood’s “hot-button” issues.

Incumbent Democratic Councilman
Russell Huegel and Republican challenger
Nicole Cole were asked about their views
on sharing services with neighboring Scotch
Plains versus merging with the township.

Mr. Huegel said, “People need relief
now from their taxes,” and he suggested
that shared services “is the best way” to
facilitate that relief.

Mrs. Cole responded that while some of
Fanwood’s recent shared-services ventures
have been successful, “numbers and facts
have not been put on the table” regarding
other proposals, such as the potential merger
of the Fanwood and Scotch Plains police
departments.

On the issue of spending capital funds
for local infrastructure projects, Republi-
can candidate Jason Benedict said, “I don’t
think we can afford another four years of
borrowing and spending [for capital
projects].”

Mr. Huegel responded that funding capi-
tal projects is part “of the burden and re-
sponsibility of governing,” and he noted
that Fanwood’s capital budget “is well
within the state guidelines [for spending].”

Councilman Huegel and Mr. Benedict
also were asked for their ideas on how best
to bring new businesses into the downtown

district.
Mr. Huegel, citing the former Livingston-

Wilbor property fronting South Avenue,
which is now borough-owned, said: “We
are on the brink of selling that property back
to a private developer.” He explained the
developer will then complete environmen-
tal work on the now-vacant site and rebuild
it as part of ongoing redevelopment plans.

Mr. Benedict emphasized the impor-
tance of promoting and patronizing local
businesses, but also suggested, “There’s
been a lack of communication [from Bor-
ough Hall] on redevelopment.”

Mrs. Cole and Democratic candidate
Kevin Boris were asked how best to en-
hance communication with residents.  Mrs.
Cole said residents “don’t always know
what’s going on in the borough,” citing the
need for “better information” about local
crime activity as an example. Mr. Boris
countered that Fanwood “is ahead of the
game” on communicating with residents,
pointing to the success of the “reverse-911”
system and other communications from the
borough in the wake of Hurricane Irene.

The four council candidates then took
turns making their closing statements. Coun-
cilman Huegel said he brings “a sense of
urgency” to the governing body, but he said
“important work remains unfinished.”

“Study hall is over; it’s time to get to
work,” Councilman Huegel said.

Mrs. Cole said she would be “a strong
advocate” for local residents while increas-
ing communication and “not forgetting fi-
nancial challenges.”

Mr. Boris said, “I will make high-quality
services at a lower cost my priority. Now is
not the time to study or delay.”

Mr. Benedict, referring to his family,
said, “I want to know that I’m contributing
something to the place they call home.” He
also noted that he needed to start a small
business, in addition to his full-time job, in
order “to pay my property taxes to live in
Fanwood.”

During the mayoral candidates’ forum,
Democratic incumbent Mayor Colleen
Mahr and Republican challenger Joe Britt
were asked what makes their management
styles effective. Mayor Mahr said, “You
get what you put into something…I’m a
hands-on mayor.” She also emphasized the
role of volunteering in the borough and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Area Voters to Decide Mayor
Races, Council Controls

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – This Tuesday, voters will de-
cide mayoral races in Fanwood, Kenilworth
and Summit, as well as which political
party will control town councils in Fanwood,
Cranford, Garwood and Springfield. The
Cranford and Springfield election results
will determine which party controls the
mayor’s office in 2012.

In Fanwood, Mayor Colleen Mahr, a
two-term Democratic incumbent, is facing
her first re-election challenge; she ran un-
contested for re-election to a second four-
year term in 2007. This year, Mayor Mahr
is up against Fanwood Republican Com-
mittee Chairman Joe Britt.

Four candidates are vying for the two
contested Fanwood Borough Council seats.
Borough Council terms are three years.
Democratic incumbent Russell Huegel is
running for re-election, but current Council
President Joan Wheeler, also a Democrat,
decided not to run again.

Mr. Huegel’s running mate is Kevin
Boris, who was appointed as planning board
chairman in January after an unsuccessful
bid for a council seat last year. The Repub-
lican council candidates are Jason Benedict,
who ran unsuccessfully for council last
year, and Nicole Cole, who attempted to
win a seat on the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders in 2009.

The council is currently split 3-3 be-
tween the Democrats and Republicans, with

Mayor Mahr as the tiebreaker.
In Cranford, Republicans Andis Kalnins

and Lisa Adubato Nest are challenging Town-
ship Committeeman Dan Aschenbach, the
current mayor, and his running mate, Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. Incumbent Mark Dugan, a
Republican, is not seeking reelection. Demo-
crats have a 3-2 majority, meaning the GOP
would need a sweep to regain control and the
mayor’s seat.

Summit’s mayoral contest features a
three-way race between Republican Coun-
cilwoman Ellen Dickson, a candidate for
freeholder in 2010; Michael Vernotico, a
two-term Republican councilman turned
Independent representing the city’s second
ward, and Democrat Eileen Forman Ludden.
They are vying to replace two-term Mayor
Jordan Glatt, a Democrat.

Kenilworth will see a repeat of the 2007
mayoral race between Republican incum-
bent Mayor Kathi Fiamingo, an attorney,
and Democratic Councilman Peter Corvelli,
a Hillside police officer; Mr. Corvelli is the
son of the late Hillside Council President
Peter Corvelli. Mayor Fiamingo won last
time by just over 300 votes, out of 2,000
cast; she has been nominated for a seat on
the Union County bench of the state Supe-
rior Court, but her nomination has been
held up in Trenton.

In Westfield, voters will decide competi-
tive races in three of the town’s four wards,
including a three-way race in the Third

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Retiring Del Sordi Thanked
For Service to SP-F District

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After 12 years
of service to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (BOE), Anthony Del
Sordi has officially retired as business
administrator and board secretary. His
last meeting with the board was held last
Thursday evening, where members of
the community and the board wished him
well on his retirement.

Sasha Slocum, McGinn Elementary
School principal and a former BOE mem-
ber, said in all her dealings with Mr. Del
Sordi, he was always “level-headed, calm
and kind.” She noted that even during
the toughest of budget presentations,
Mr. Del Sordi was “calm, pleasant and
informative.” She said that he always
showed “excellence in every aspect of
the (school) budget.”

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
stated, “Tony has been a remarkable gift
to this district.”

“He used his planning and govern-
ment relations contributions in a way for
us to succeed,” Ms. Woerner said. “Your
work in shared services laid the ground-
work for us years ago.”

BOE member Amy Winkler com-
mented that  “on a personal note, I would
like to thank you for your time to answer
all my questions when I first came to the
board. I was able to vote on issues be-
cause I understood them.”

Tony DiGiacomo from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association
thanked Mr. Del Sordi for his support of
the group and presented him with an
honorary Soccer Association jacket.

BOE President Trip Whitehouse added
that Mr. Del Sordi “has always been
ahead of the times because of his insight
and anticipation and his preparedness.”

“I am an accountant, but the school
budget itself is a different animal. We
have made tough decisions and in public
we have taken some tough hits,” Mr.
Whitehouse said. Mr. Del Sordi thanked
the staff, administration, the board and
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents.
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 Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STORM AFTERMATH...A  storm ripped through the area on Saturday and
paralized the region. Trees still covered with fall foliage were split in half,
downing power lines, creating dangerous conditions while leaving thousands
without electricity. See story on page 2.

Westfield Board of Education President Resigns
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The president of the
Westfield Board of Education, Julia
Walker, resigned Tuesday at the board
meeting, effective at the end of the month.
Mrs. Walker said she had re-emerged into
the work force on a full-time basis and that
this, along with family obligations, helped
to make her decision. She added that proper

procedures would be put into place to fill
the position. She served eight-plus years.
The position is up for election in 2013.

Mrs. Walker said, “it has been nothing
but a privilege to sit on this board, and
Westfield has the finest administrators,
teachers and board members.” She added
that she was leaving the district in very
capable hands with the other eight mem-
bers.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JAMES-O-LANTERN…At the Pumpkin Sail at Echo Lake Park on Tuesday
night, James, a participant in the event, carefully carves his pumpkin.

Fanwood Council Discusses
Shared-Services Proposals

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Shared services was
once again a key topic of discussion at
Tuesday night’s Borough Council agenda
meeting. The governing body held two
shared services-related discussions.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said she was
“sort of surprised” to read in the newspa-
per that Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool wants a decision from Fanwood
on whether it will join Scotch Plains’
police dispatching system or remain with

Union County’s. The mayor said bor-
ough officials will meet “as soon as pos-
sible” on the police dispatch issue, but
she emphasized, “our eye is on the bigger
picture.” Elaborating, the mayor said the
borough has been working toward a po-
tential merger of the two towns’ entire
police departments and “we can’t take
our eye off the ball.”

“We have the cooperation of the two
[towns’] police chiefs,” explained Mayor
Mahr, adding, “we’re right on the cusp”

Public Meetings Anticipated
To Support Frazee Project

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Representatives
from the group overseeing the restora-
tion of the historic Frazee House are
planning a series of community meetings
to better residents’ understanding about
the refurbishment efforts and what pre-
cisely should be located at the property.

At Tuesday night’s township council
meeting, Annabelle Radcliffe-Trenner, a
historic architect hired by the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club, which is re-

furbishing the Frazee House, provided an
overview of plans for the coming months.
Ms. Radcliffe-Trenner said the goal of
the series of three meetings, planned for
the next few months, was to “bring to-
gether the community” and “work out

what everyone is looking to do” with the
one-acre site that is home to the 250-year-
old house. She said it was important to
“know how to use the property before
moving forward on the restoration of the

Polls open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
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added, “I consider myself its chief cheer-
leader.” Mr. Britt said it is “important to
have the perspective of a working person in
the mayor’s office;” citing his experience
in working with government agencies and
other organizations.

Mayor Mahr and Mr. Britt were then
asked about creating additional funding
sources. Mayor Mahr said, “We have to
reinvent what we do.” The mayor also said
“revenues need to be self-sustaining,” point-
ing to the success of local recreation pro-
grams. Mr. Britt questioned the need for
the borough to maintain a $750,000 sur-
plus in its budget and have “that much
money not dedicated [for other purposes]
while borrowing.” He suggested, “That’s

what’s feeding our tax increases.”
Both candidates were then asked for

their positions on merging versus sharing
services with Scotch Plains. Mr. Britt com-
mented, “We have to continue shared ser-
vices,” as the borough has been doing, but
he said discussions of a potential police
department merger “is concerning.” Mr.
Britt cited the need to “get the facts on paper
and share them with the public.” Mayor
Mahr said, “We are [going] in the right
direction [on shared services],” adding,
“We can have a joint police department and
will be just as safe as we are today.” The
mayor indicated that “shared services is the
way to go,” as opposed to a full municipal
merger.

Regarding downtown redevelopment,
Mayor Mahr said, “Fanwood is now a state
model of how to do redevelopment in New
Jersey.” She said membership in the
Fanwood Business and Professional Asso-
ciation is at a “historic high” and that the
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Fanwood Council
of developing an operational plan for a
joint police department. The mayor
noted that although the proposed cost
savings still needs to be determined,
“We’re on a good path as far as I’m
concerned.”

The governing body also discussed a
letter from a local citizens group –
known as Courage to Reconnect – try-
ing to pursue the consolidation of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. The group
reportedly is gathering signatures on a
petition in an effort to advance the
issue with an eye toward putting it on
the ballot; state law spells out a process
for validating the signatures within a
set period of time.

“We have great concern about some
misleading statements being made [by
Courage to Reconnect],” said Mayor
Mahr. But, the mayor added, she thinks
the group’s “underlying nature is to
reduce property taxes” which is “on
everybody’s mind regardless of how

you think we should get there.”
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis indi-

cated that much of the group’s letter to
the borough “is inaccurate,” adding
“we’re years away” from potentially
getting the consolidation issue onto the
ballot. “We’ll be doing our due dili-
gence for the residents,” said Mayor
Mahr.

In other business, the governing body
approved on second reading an ordi-
nance that rolls back construction fees
to $25 per permit for residents repair-
ing damage caused by Hurricane Irene.
In addition, Councilman Russell Huegel
reported that the borough’s leaf collec-
tion program has been put on hold tem-
porarily in favor of brush pickup fol-
lowing the recent surprise snowstorm.

Mr. Huegel said brush pickup and
tree pruning by Fanwood’s public works
crews started Tuesday and will con-
tinue “until it’s gone,” at which point
leaf collection will resume.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Council

The governing body also discussed a
proposal to potentially ban drivers from
making left turns into the recycling
center on North Avenue. “Apparently,
there’s an issue of [traffic] backups
there…and the potential for accidents,”
explained Borough Clerk/Administra-
tor Eleanor McGovern.

“I don’t agree with it…it’s never
been an issue,” said Council President
Joan Wheeler, suggesting that banning
left turns would mean driving to Martine
Avenue and circling back to make a
right turn into the recycling center.

“If it’s an issue, I’d like to hear from the
recycling center,” said Mayor Mahr, who
also indicated she would like to talk to
the police department about the issue
before any potential ordinance is drafted.

During public comments, resident
Michael Lewis said, “That left turn [into
the recycling center]…is very danger-
ous,” calling it “an accident waiting to
happen.” Mr. Lewis said banning left
turns at that location would be “a good
idea.”

Borough officials also plan to make a
number of relatively routine end-of-year
“budget transfers” to square what had
been projected in terms of spending with
what was actually spent, or not spent.
For example, Mayor Mahr said police
overtime costs are “significantly down”
from what the borough had budgeted for
that purpose. In fact, the mayor said, the
difference will go toward replacing a
police vehicle. “We can actually just pay
for it,” she stated.

downtown “is on the right track.”
Mr. Britt responded that redevelopment

moves such as the borough’s decision to
purchase the Livingston-Wilbor property
represent “one of the biggest mistakes the
borough has ever made.” Mr. Britt pointed
to a “huge contamination liability” with the
property and asserted that the public did not
know about the planned purchase “before
the decision was made.”

In his closing statement, Mr. Britt urged
residents to vote, noting lower participation
rates in the past few years. “If people are not
paying attention, then things happen that
people don’t know about,” Mr. Britt said.

Mayor Mahr said, “We have accom-
plished things of historic importance; I
know we have leadership…the right
priorities…and the track record.”

The October 27 forum also was recorded
by TV 35, which is re-broadcasting the
program regularly between now and Elec-
tion Day.

Ward. In the First Ward, Democrat Tim
Van Epp will face off against Republican
incumbent Frank Arena. Republican JoAnn
Neylan is running unopposed for reelection
in the Second Ward.

In the Third Ward, three candidates are
vying for the seat vacated this summer by
Mark Ciarrocca; Republican Mark
LoGrippo, who was appointed to fill the
seat by the GOP, is facing challengers Matt
Sontz, a Democrat, and Independent Greg
Kasko. In the Fourth Ward, Democrat Greg
Romer is challenging Republican Jim
Foerst. Republicans have a 7-1 majority on
the council and hold the mayor’s office.

In Springfield, where Democrats have a
3-2 edge on the township committee, Demo-
cratic Committeeman Hugh Keffer, the
current mayor, and Ziad Andrew Shehady,
a Republican who was mayor when he lost
reelection last year, are battling for a seat on
the committee.

At the county level, Democrats have
held the majority on the Board of Chosen
Freeholders since 1997 and have boasted a
9-0 majority for the past 14 years. Demo-
crats won by fewer than 15,000 votes last
year and 5,000 tallies in 2009. In 2008,
during the last Presidential election, Demo-
crats won by 37,000 votes. The year prior,
2007, was the last off election year, and
Democrats won by 3,700 votes.

Republicans Andy Smith of Summit and
Edwin Ortiz of Elizabeth are opposing Demo-
cratic incumbents Angel Estrada of Eliza-
beth and Chris Hudak of Linden, as well as
their running mate, Vernell Wright, a retired
teacher and school principal from Union.

All 120 seats in the State Legislature are
also up for grabs, although most of the 40
Legislative Districts are not expected to be
competitive. Democrats hold majorities of
24-16 in the Senate and 47-33 in the As-
sembly.

In District 21, which includes Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield,
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick, both of Westfield,
and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz, of
Summit, all Republicans, face opposition
from the Democratic ticket of Paul Swanicke
of Warren Township, the Senate candidate,
and Assembly hopefuls, Bruce Bergen of
Springfield and Norman Albert of Cranford.

In District 22, which includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, State Senator Nicho-
las Scutari and his running mates, Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender of Scotch Plains
and Jerry Green of Plainfield, all Demo-
crats, are opposed by Republican Senate
candidate Michael Class of Middlesex
Borough and his running mates, Assembly
candidates Joan Van Pelt of Plainfield and
Jeff First of Middlesex Borough.

house.”
Initially, three workshop meetings were

planned for December, but that timeline
will be altered and stretched out some-
what after council members expressed
concerns about too compressed a sched-
ule, especially during the holiday season.

The first workshop, which may be held
later this month, will be an on-site session
open to the public and will include a
walking tour of the property so that resi-
dents can provide input and ideas about
how the site could be developed. Ms.
Radcliffe-Trenner said Tuesday that,
optimally, it would be beneficial to in-
clude all six acres of the former Terry-
Lou Zoo property as part of the Frazee
House development. The township owns
the property at the corner of Terrill and
Raritan Roads; six years ago, it leased the
one-acre tract occupied by the Frazee
House to the Rotary Club.

The first workshop will be followed by
two other sessions, likely held at the
Scotch Plains Public Library. One will
focus on the educational aspects of the
house and property and include local
education officials and students from lo-
cal schools. The third workshop will al-
low the public and local government of-
ficials to attend and focus, Ms. Radcliffe-
Trenner said, on “helping to facilitate
branding and identification of the site’s
value to the public.”

Following the three meetings, a report
with recommendations for the site’s de-
velopment will be prepared and presented
to the public and the municipal govern-
ment.

Council members, as they did during
several meetings during the summer, ex-
pressed some frustration with the delays
in making visible progress in restoring
the house. “The appetite for the project,”
said Councilman William Vastine, “is
waning.” Mayor Nancy Malool noted

that the council during the summer said it
did not want this phase to “drag into next
year” and wanted the workshops to take
place before the winter months.

Speaking afterwards to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Andy Calamaras
from the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House LLC, the entity overseeing
the restoration, said it would be “a crime
not to restore” what he said was a building
“with a tremendous history.” Both he and
Ms. Radcliffe-Trenner said how much
involvement the project has had with local
students, who have shown “a lot of interest
in that site,” according to Mr. Calamaras.

“We need to get people” to attend the
workshops, Ms. Radcliffe-Trenner said,

“so they can understand the house’s value,
its authenticity and the story of the site
itself. Then they will be able to say what
really matters to them.”

During the Revolutionary War, legend
has it that when British Generals Charles
Cornwallis and William Howe were in the
area, they were drawn to the Frazee House
by the aroma of freshly baked bread. When
Betsy Frazee opened the door to her home,
the two men asked for some of her bread.
She agreed to give them some, but told
them she was doing it more out of fear than
love. Insulted by her remark, the two
generals became angry, refused the bread
and headed towards Westfield with their
troops.
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Municipal Salaries Range From $1
To $132 K; $0 to $25 K Health Plans

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

(Republished from August 4 and 11, 2011)

Over the summer, we gathered in-
formation from all 21 municipal
clerks in Union County on the com-
pensation paid to mayors and council
members, if they receive paid health
benefits and whether these positions
are eligible for pension credits. We
submitted OPRA (Open Public
Records Act) requests to all 21 towns.
(Kenilworth’s was through a gen-
eral-information form on the
borough’s website. We also sent a
follow-up letter and questions.)

The answers we received were quite
different in terms of how clerks inter-
preted our requests. Fanwood Bor-
ough Clerk Eleanor McGovern was
quick to fax back our list of questions
by saying the mayor and council are
paid a dollar a year and do not receive
health-care coverage or a pension.
Yet, some clerks called us to say our
request was not for a specific docu-
ment, and therefore, there was no
time deadline to provide the informa-
tion to us. OPRA requires govern-
ments to provide an answer within
seven business days of receipt of the
request. Most of the towns have re-
sponded, although we have a few
follow-up questions related to health-
care costs.

Pension eligibility for elected offi-
cials changed in 2008 to a 401(k)-type
system called Defined Benefits Con-
tribution System (DBCS) from the old
Public Employees Retirement Sys-
tem (PERS), whereby officials must
now earn at least $7,500 to qualify for
DBCS. The previous amount was
$1,500, but anyone still in the system
is grandfathered at the old rate.

Elected officials in Westfield,
Fanwood, Summit and Winfield do
not receive compensation. We did
not receive responses from Berkeley
Heights and Kenilworth.

In Clark, Mayor Sal Bonaccorso
receives a salary of $12,240 and health
benefits totaling $22,146. The seven
township council members receive
$6,120 each, with the council presi-
dent, currently Alvin Barr, getting
$6,324. Four council members re-
ceive health benefits. They are as
follows: Angel Albanese, $21,352;
Brian Toal, $12,076; Mr. Barr, $5,425,
and Sheila Whiting, $21,352.

Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach’s
stipend is $2,818, with the four mem-
bers of the township committee paid
$2,557. They do not receive health-
care benefits nor do they receive pen-
sion credits.

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage’s
salary is $132,186, but he gets a 3.5-
percent raise per year, which hiked
his pay from $123,397 in 2009. His
salary will be $136,812 next year.
The nine city council members also
receive raises each year. They cur-
rently earn $29,244, with the council
president making $32,168. Their sala-
ries have increased from $25,244 in
2009. The mayor and council mem-
bers also are eligible for health-care
coverage. No information was pro-
vided as to who is in the plan and their
costs. Elizabeth participates in the
New Jersey State Health Benefits
Program (NJSHBP). NJSHBP rates
range from $6,324 for single cover-
age, $14,400 for a couple, $16,000
for a family plan and $9,000 for a
parent-child plan.

In addition to providing information,
including the salary ordinance (as some
towns did), the city included a copy of
the roster of city officials for 2010.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
and the four council members receive
$6,000 each. One council member
receives health-care coverage of
$25,000 a year. When asked via e-
mail to specify which council mem-
ber gets this benefit, Township Clerk
Bonnie Lacina responded: “Under
Section 10 of OPRA, health benefits
information is not disclosable, includ-
ing the person or persons receiving the
health benefits. This would also be a
HIPA (Health Information Privacy
Act) violation. What may be disclosed
is an individual’s name, title, position,
salary, payroll record, length of ser-
vice, date of separation and the reason
therefore, and the amount and type of
any pension received.”

In Garwood, Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi is paid $1,800, with the
six council members receiving a sti-
pend of $1,500 each. Borough coun-
cil members do not receive health
insurance or pension credits. In Hill-
side, the mayor, Joseph Menza, re-
ceives $10,000 a year, while the eight
council members are paid $7,000
each. The mayor receives a $12,528
health-care package, while one coun-
cil member (not specified in the
OPRA response) has a $22,272
health-care plan.

According to the New Jersey As-
sembly Republican Office in Tren-
ton, for towns that participate in the
State Health Benefits Program, such
as Garwood, legislation signed into
law in March 2010 restricts health-
care coverage to elected and ap-
pointed officials who work at least 35
hours a week. Officials who were
already serving prior to May 22, 2010
“are grandfathered as long as they
continue in their currently eligible

positions.”
While Berkeley Heights did not

submit a written response to our
OPRA request, it has budgeted $4,000
in salary for the mayor, Joseph Bruno,
and $21,000, or $3,500 each, for sala-
ries for six council members. Spring-
field Mayor Hugh Keffer receives a
$4,000 stipend, while the four town-
ship committee members are paid
$3,500 each. Springfield did not send
a response on health-care coverage.

Linden’s 10 city council members
are paid $17,707 each, with the coun-
cil president paid $20,559, while one
council member is taking 10 percent
less, amounting to $15,936. Mayor
Richard Gerbounka earns $67,027 and
receives health benefits of $10,480 as
a Linden Police Department retiree.
Two council members (not specified
in the OPRA response, the city  citing
HIPA – Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act – rules)  have
health coverage. One member has a
family-plan package of $16,628, of
which $5,000 is deducted from that
individual’s wages per a city resolu-
tion. Another council member pays
for his own vision, dental and pre-
scription plans offered through the
city’s health-insurance plan.

New Providence Mayor Brooke
Hern’s salary is $6,000, with six council
members receiving $4,500 each. They
do not receive any health benefits. Roselle
Park Mayor Joe Accordi is paid $10,392,
with the six council members paid $8,094
each. They also do not receive paid
health-care benefits.

Plainfield Mayor Sharon Robinson-
Briggs is paid $35,000, with the seven
council members getting $9,000 each.
Health-care coverage is as follows:
Mayor Robinson-Briggs, $8,198;
Council President Annie McWilliams,
$8,362; Councilman Adrian Mapp,
$4,296 (he receives a health-care
waiver incentive), and Councilwoman
Bridget Rivers, $11,466. The four other
council members do not take health
benefits.

While Plainfield Deputy Clerk In-
dia Cole did not cite HIPA rules, she
did charge the newspaper 10 cents
per OPRA regulation fees. “So you
clearly see, I don’t make this up.
$0.05 [per page, two pages total]! It
was reduced (underlined) from
$0.75,” Ms. Cole wrote.

Rahway Mayor Rick Proctor is com-
pensated at $64,273 per year, while
the eight council members garner
$7,885 per year and the council presi-
dent, $9,486. “The mayor and council
members receive health insurance, but
only six members take (depending on
their outside employment),” Deputy
Clerk Jeffrey Jotz said.

Three members of the governing
body have couple plans at $14,965
per year each, and two members have
single plans, costing $6,651 each.
The deputy clerk did not provide
information on who has which plan,
although we have sent a follow-up e-
mail requesting this information.

Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli receives a $2,836 stipend,
with the six members of the borough
council making $1,418 each. No in-
formation was provided on health-
care coverage. Councilman Glenn
Mortimer waived his council salary,
as he said he did not feel he should
collect two government paychecks.
He also works for Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th).

In Roselle, Mayor Garrett Smith is
paid $12,000, while the six council
members are compensated at $9,012
annually.

We also asked for the following
documents: 1. Copy of document,
ordinance, resolution, or health in-
surance contract detailing health ben-
efits paid to mayor and borough coun-
cil members; 2. Copy of document
and or communication detailing pen-
sion credits accrued by mayor and
borough council.

Roselle Municipal Clerk Rhona
Bluestein said her office’s computers
were off-line at the time, preventing
her from either e-mailing or faxing
additional information per our
request.In a response e-mailed Tues-
day, she stated that concerning our
first question: “Following a review of
borough records maintained by the
Clerk’s office, in addition to advise-
ment from the appropriate borough
officials in other offices, no records
have been located which are respon-
sive to your request at this time. In the
event that records are so furnished to
me and deemed responsive to your
request, I will provide same to you
promptly.”

Concerning pension credits, she said
our request was “non-specific, unclear,
and overly broad.” In addition, she said
“certain personnel or pension records
are not disclosable records under
OPRA,” and “without further clarifica-
tion as to which specific records you
are seeking, the borough has no way of
knowing if any disclosable records exist
responsive to your request,” thus our
request was “denied.”

Union Township Committee mem-
bers, of which there are four, receive
$16,550 each, with the mayor, cho-
sen annually by the governing body,
making $19,924. We did not receive
information on health-care coverage.

NJ Public to Decide Fate
Of Sports Betting on Tuesday

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STATE — A ballot question on Tues-
day asks voters whether sports betting
at Atlantic City casinos and state race-
tracks, for professional sports and col-
lege games, should be permitted. Bets
would not be permitted to be placed
on New Jersey college teams regard-
less of the game’s location.

Even if the measure to amend the
Constitution passes, it is non-bind-
ing. The state must challenge a 1992
federal ban on sports betting called
the Professional Amateur Sports Pro-
tection Act, which bans sports bet-
ting in all states and the District of
Columbia, except for Nevada, Mon-
tana, Delaware and Oregon.

At the time of the act’s passage, New
Jersey was granted an exemption, and
allowed a one-year window in which to
decide if it wanted sports betting. That
window of opportunity passed, and
that option was no longer valid.

If the voters approve the measure,
the state will still have to challenge
the federal ban, with the strength of
the voting public behind the action.

In March of this year, U.S. District
Court Judge Garrret Brown dismissed
a suit filed by State Senator (D-20,
Elizabeth) Raymond Lesniak on be-
half of the State of New Jersey and
several gaming companies. Gover-

nor Chris Christie had declined to be
a part of the suit as long as a federal
ban was still ongoing.

Judge Brown said the voters have
not weighed in on the issue. Sen.
Lesniak said the decision to dismiss
and this new amendment, if approved,
would open the door to overturn what
he called the “unconstitutional ban”
in the courts. The law firm of Weiner-
Lesniak of Florham Park has handled
the legalities pro-bono.

Sen. Lesniak also said “much-
needed revenue is being lost here in
New Jersey, where we could use the
profits of legalized sports gaming for
projects which recently suffered cut-
backs, such as urban aid and women’s
health.”

The National Football League has
repeatedly said it was against legaliz-
ing sports betting for fear of jeopar-
dizing the integrity of the game.

For those who have a moral opposi-
tion to the measure, or are concerned
about addiction to gambling, Sen.
Lesniak said that a portion of the state
profits from gambling would go to
programs treating gambling addiction.

Activity at the state racetracks and
Atlantic City has steadily declined.
Proponents of the amendment are
looking to bring more jobs to New
Jersey and match the competition in
Pennsylvania and Delaware.

Bramnick Supports
Extending NYC Subway

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Conference Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield) has said he was
encouraged by recent remarks made
by New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg that extending the city’s
No. 7 subway to Secaucus was “some-
thing where the economics make
sense.” Governor Chris Christie has
indicated he was also receptive to the
proposal, stating New Jersey would
“do our share” if New York State and
the City contribute to the financing.

“A project that benefits both sides
of the Hudson River – and where
costs are shared between both states
and the federal government – is a
much better option than the ARC
(Access to the Region’s Core) Tunnel
project,” Mr. Bramnick said. “Gover-
nor Christie made a wise decision to
derail a multi-billion project that
would have placed a huge financial
burden on New Jersey’s commuters.
The No. 7 subway project is more
practical and fair to everyone.”

Rare Oct. Snow Storm Shuts
Roads, Knocks Out Power

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGION – Two months after Hur-
ricane Irene caused widespread flood-
ing and power outages, local towns
experienced downed tree limbs and

thousands of power outages follow-
ing a snowstorm on Saturday, Octo-
ber 29, days before Halloween.

On Monday, schools were open in
Westfield, but officials in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood delayed classes until 10 a.m.,
while schools in Berkeley Heights,
Clark, Cranford, Mountainside and
Summit were closed.

As of Monday night, 385,000
homes in New Jersey were without
power, including 27,000 in Union
County. The storm dumped around
five inches of heavy snow on top of
still mostly bloomed trees, causing
limbs to crack and fall, taking down
utility wires in the process.

The storm caused many cancella-
tions, including the Westfield Hal-
loween parade scheduled for Sunday
and door-to-door trick-or-treating in
Mountainside on Halloween.
Mountainside has rescheduled Hal-
loween for Friday, November 4.
Schools were also shut in the bor-
ough on Monday. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood parade in Fanwood went
on as planned on Halloween.

As of Monday, Union County parks
and facilities, with the exception of
Warinanco Park and skating center, were
closed, including Trailside Nature &
Science Center and the Watchung Stables
due to power outages. A dedication cer-
emony for the new waterwheel and ga-
zebo restoration at Echo Lake Park was
also cancelled for Tuesday.

The county reported road closures
in the Watchung Reservation for Tracy
Drive, from Deer Path to the Reser-
vation circle; the circle to Summit
Road, and Glenside Avenue from Sky
Top Drive to Route 78 as of Monday
afternoon due to blocked roads from
fallen tree limbs.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly,
who also serves as the town’s emer-
gency management coordinator, told
The Westfield Leader and The Times
his department responded to 250
weather-related calls. He said most
major arteries, including Rahway
Avenue, were now open.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr told
The Leader/Times on Monday that the
impact of downed trees and power
outages was “very bad” in the bor-
ough. She said some 700 homes lost
power. That number was down to 294
as of Monday afternoon. Scotch Plains
reported that as of Monday, 1,251
customers were still without power.

PSE&G reported on Sunday that
between 5,000 and 10,000 homes
were without power in Westfield, as
were between 500 and 2,000 homes
in Cranford and Mountainside, as
well as under 500 in Garwood. Ninety
percent of Berkeley Heights was also
without electricity.

“There are still large tree limbs
entangled in power lines down around
town. PSE&G has crews in town
working around the clock,” Westfield
officials said in a message posted on
the town’s website on Monday. The
DPW is continuing to clear downed
branches and trees. “Twice as many
fell than did during Hurricane Irene,”
the town said in its statement.

WF Police Arrest Two for Burglaries
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD —Westfield Police
arrested James Reardon, 3rd, 20, and
Travis Cassett, 21, both of Westfield,
on October 26 for burglary and mul-
tiple other charges after a series of
burglaries in Westfield.

According to Police Captain David
Wayman, one of the suspects was ap-
prehended fleeing the scene of a bur-
glary on Embree Crescent, and the
other was arrested shortly after. An
alert individual notified police of sus-
picious individuals in her neighbor-
hood, leading to the arrest of both men.

“During the arrest, police recov-
ered a large amount of jewelry and
numerous pieces of other property
that are believed to be proceeds from
previous burglaries,” Capt. Wayman
said.

Capt. Wayman told The Westfield
Leader and The Times that the pair
has been charged with the burglary to
two houses on Embree Crescent, but
will likely be charged with others as
the investigation continues. “We can’t
connect them to all, but we can con-
nect them to Embree Crescent,” Capt.
Wayman said. Police have contacted
four homeowners to notify them that
they were the victims of robbery.
“While some property has been iden-
tified and connected to other burglar-
ies, a large amount remains un-
claimed,” Capt. Wayman said.

“Residents familiar with Reardon
and Cassett are asked to check their
property, as not all burglaries are
forced entry,” Capt. Wayman said.

He stated that the majority of burglar-
ies occur during the day, and re-
minded residents to always lock their
doors. “Residents need to look out
for each other and report suspicious
behavior to police.”

Cassett, charged with burglary, at-
tempted burglary, possession of sto-
len property and possession of nar-
cotic paraphernalia, was released on
$25,000 bail. Reardon, charged with
burglary, criminal mischief, posses-
sion of narcotics and possession of
narcotic paraphernalia, was trans-
ported to the Union County jail in
lieu of $25,000 bail.

Capt. Wayman stated that Scotch
Plains Chief Brian Mahoney did not
have any reports of burglaries that
might be related to the case.

Police ask residents to check for
missing jewelry, or other property, as
you may have been the victim of a
burglary; contact Sgt. Joseph
Costanzo at (908) 789-6086.

CONGRATULATIONS...On October 27, the Law and Justice faculty of Rider
University presented Assemblyman Jon Bramnick of Westfield, right, with the
annual Law and Justice Distinguished Achievement Award. Past recipients of the
award have included Womanspace, Amnesty International USA, Patrick Budd
of New Jersey Legal Services, Linda Feinberg, Lorry Post of New Jerseyans for
a Death Penalty Moratorium and David Feige of the Bronx Defenders.

Research The Candidates
Online at goleader.com, research

the candidates, read past newspaper
articles, view video interviews and
take the informal poll.

Reading is good for you.
Vote Tuesday, November 8.

Looking Under The Hood
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Hello
Neighbors
First State Bank is now part of Northfield 
Bank.  We are excited to welcome former 
First State Bank customers to Northfield 
and proud to be your new neighbor in 
Cranford and Westfield. 

Northfield Bank was founded in 1887, 
and today we stay true to our core values 
of service, products and stability.

Stop by any one of our 23 branch 
locations in Central New Jersey, Staten 
Island and Brooklyn to say hello!

Avenel
1410 St. Georges Ave
(732) 587-222-1081

Cranford
16 Commerce Drive
(908) 789-9600

East Brunswick
755 Highway 18
(732) 238-5660 

Linden
501 N. Wood Ave
(908) 925-3755

Milltown
336 Ryders Lane
(732) 651-4172

Monroe Twp
1600 Perrineville Rd.
(609) 655-7535

Rahway
1515 Irving St. 
(732) 381-4242

Westfield
405 South Ave W.
(908) 272-0400

Woodbridge
616 Main St.
Opening 2012

New Jersey Locations

www.eNorthfield.com | (732) 499-7200

Member FDIC 
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Diction Deception

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lusk – Lazy; idle
2. Tuberon – A shark
3. Piligerous – Covered with hair
4. Braccate – Having feathers which

conceal the feet and legs

REREDEMAIN
1. Sleight of hand; trickery
2. Armor for the part of the arm above

the elbow
3. In military usage, the beat of a drum,

summoning to arms
4. A backhanded stroke

TINNITUS
1. A whistling or ringing in the ear
2. Gaudy and superficial
3. A skin disease caused by a fungus;

ringworm
4. Crude borax

LOUP-GAROU
1. A small globular vessel of polished

brass
2. A gold coin of France, first struck in

1640, in the reign of Louis XIII
3. In aviation, a downward spiral
4. A werewolf

GRAMARYE
1. Elements or rudiments of any sub-

ject
2. Great thanks; formerly used to ex-

press thankfulness with surprise
3. Grief; misery
4. Magic, wizardry

Joe Britt Vows to Change the Way
Fanwood Manages Its Tax Dollars

Cole Promises to Work Hard to
Keep Fanwood A Family Hometown

Thank You, WF Flag
Football, for Fundraiser

On behalf of the Foundation for Dia-
betes Research (FDR), we extend our
thanks to the entire Westfield Flag Foot-
ball program and, in particular, John
Dugan and George Lanzano, who have
always worked so hard to promote our
efforts.

The FDR is a New Jersey-based orga-
nization run largely by parents of chil-
dren diagnosed with juvenile (Type 1)
diabetes. FDR’s annual bake sale
fundraiser, held on October 22 during
flag football, was again a success. The
money raised goes directly toward re-
search grants focused on finding a cure.
Recent grant recipients include the Uni-
versity of Miami School of Medicine,
Cedars Sinai Medical Center in Califor-
nia and Columbia Presbyterian Medical
Center.

We were also fortunate to receive gen-
erous contributions from Rockn’ Joe
Coffeehouse, Bagel Chateau, Manhattan
Bagel, Dunkin’ Donuts and Philly Pret-
zel Factory. We appreciate their support
and that of the entire community.

The Decker Family
Westfield

Todisco Calls Herself
A Statesman?

In reading Sara Todisco’s letter to the
editor published last week, I found it
difficult to believe that Sara, at the age of
22, with six months experience as a
Garwood Council member, would com-
pare herself to a “statesman.”

According to Wikipedia, “A states-
man is usually a politician or other no-
table public figure who has had a long
and respected career in politics or gov-
ernment at the national and international
level. As a term of respect, it is usually
left to supporters or commentators to use
the term.”

Gene Jannotti
Garwood

FW Resident Asks: ‘Shouldn’t We Close
Our CO2-Created Hole in the Sky?’

Peeney Appreciates
Mahr’s Leadership

For five years, up until this past June,
I had the pleasure of serving as the Presi-
dent of the Fanwood Seniors Club. Dur-
ing this time, I had the opportunity of
working very closely with Mayor Col-
leen Mahr on many issues that affected
Fanwood senior citizens.

I want to express my deep appreciation
for all that she has done to advance issues
important to our members. Through
Mayor Mahr’s leadership, the town has
cooperated in every way to provide sup-
port for the needs and activities of the
Fanwood Seniors.

She frequently attended our meetings
to keep us informed of all community
events and spent time reviewing impor-
tant municipal budget issues as well as
reporting the progress being made with
the downtown and shared services.

Now I want to publicly endorse Col-
leen for Mayor and her running mates,
Councilman Russell Huegel and Plan-
ning Board Chairman Kevin Boris, for
council. She supported us; now let us
support her and her team on Tuesday,
November 8. Let’s get out and vote.

James Peeney
Fanwood

Muller Says Freeholder Candidates
Need to Get Their Priorities Straight

During my 22 years in Fanwood, I
have seen young families move into my
neighborhood as well as throughout the
borough. With good schools to educate
our children, a good police force to pro-
tect our families and the volunteer fire
and rescue services to respond to any
emergency, new residents are a sign of a
healthy community.

However, the economy and our high
property taxes are changing that picture.

With an abysmal job and housing mar-
ket, borough hall needs to be more re-
sponsive to the financial challenges that
our families face and the considerations
of prospective homebuyers.

Consistent municipal tax increases,
amounting to a 38-percent increase in the
last five years, and $6 million in bonds
and loans to be paid with future tax
increases, show that the current leader-
ship has grown out of touch with today’s
economic realities.

They have been running borough hall

for the last eight years, and now it’s time
for a change.

I am running for mayor to change the
way borough hall manages our tax dol-
lars. We must reduce the borrowing and
the current spending in order to hold
down tax increases. During my door-to-
door visits, you have also told me that we
also have to improve the responsiveness
to citizens’ complaints and requests for
service.

My running mates for borough coun-
cil, Jason Benedict and Nicole Cole, are
newer residents who share my concern
for the long-term future of Fanwood.
Together, we offer a change in borough
hall and a commitment to work hard to
keep this community safe and affordable
for our residents and attractive to pro-
spective homebuyers.

We would appreciate your vote for
change – on November 8.

Joe Britt, GOP
Candidate for Mayor of Fanwood

Dear Readers, I am privileged to have
this opportunity to run for Fanwood Bor-
ough Council and represent my commu-
nity and neighbors.

My husband and I were proud to pur-
chase our home in Fanwood and strongly
believe our sense of community would
be hard to find anywhere else. There are
not many towns where you can find neigh-
bors pumping 20 inches of water from
your basement after a hurricane or turn-
ing five days without power into nightly
neighborhood cookouts. Whether you’ve
been here for 30 years or four years,
Fanwood is home, and the future of
Fanwood is important to me.

However, our American dream is be-
ing challenged by a troubled economy
and rising property taxes. If elected to
Borough Council, I will work hard to
keep Fanwood a family hometown and
affordable for seniors. I will commit to
preserving our community, while not
forgetting the financial challenges many
face to stay in Fanwood. With your busy

lives and obligations, many of you don’t
have time to attend monthly council meet-
ings. I will use all available means to
communicate the council’s actions and
provide you with a forum to tell us how to
make your life in Fanwood better.

I offer my academic credentials and
professional experience to serve you. My
background includes a law degree from
The Catholic University of America,
English degree from the University of
Nebraska, experience as legal counsel for
the New Jersey Senate Minority Office,
attorney for local municipalities, and cur-
rently, analyzing legislation. This has
prepared me to face the challenges of the
office and be a strong advocate for the
residents of Fanwood.

I humbly ask for your vote on Novem-
ber 8 for Joe Britt for Mayor, Jason
Benedict and Nicole Cole for Fanwood
Borough Council.

Thank you,

Nicole Cole, GOP
Candidate for Fanwood Council

(Editor’s note: This comes in response
to an e-mail from Rep. Leonard Lance)

Congressman Lance:
Am I reading correctly that you and

other U.S. lawmakers are working to stop
other countries from charging our air-
lines a carbon tax or allowing our airlines
to pay such?

Does this mean the U.S. would not
follow other country rules or force our
planes to not serve countries with a car-
bon tax (increase)?

Thus, the legislature would decide the
economy or lack of it of our airlines by

trying to not have them pay for their
pollution.

I think this would inhibit pollution
reduction when we should be accelerat-
ing. And would you then tell all indus-
tries to forget pollution reduction?

The TRAIN Act also relates to these
choices and thoughts. Someone today
said we already are too late in closing our
CO2-created hole in the sky! Should we
not be working on closing this hole?!

Harry McNally Jr.
Fanwood

In the October 27 issue of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, the three Demo-
cratic Freeholder candidates claim that
they have “The Right Priorities” for Union
County. Really? That is not apparent to
us taxpayers.

The present Board of Freeholders could
not manage the infamous MusicFest and
assured unlimited demand for taxpayer
funds for some 700 county employees for
lifetime medical benefits.

They spent money on artificial grass,
spent millions of dollars on Galloping
Hill Golf Course capital projects, ignored
open-government rules, suffered various
lawsuits and experienced federal investi-
gations.

They served with a resigned and politi-
cally connected county manager, along
with a former Freeholder who, as Rahway
mayor, tried improperly to hire his wife.
To top it off, this board has raised my
town’s property taxes almost 7 percent.

This board completely ignored the state
mandate of 2 percent, has complete disre-
gard for the taxpayers and has not earned
my vote. In fact, over the last 12 years,
Scotch Plains county taxes have increased
nine times in excess of the average infla-
tion rate for each year.

Should you want more reasons for a
change, go to this web site:
didyouknowuc.com. Then ask yourself,
are we receiving the best representation
on the county level?

They talk about how they created jobs
and are protecting jobs. Well, all three
Democrats are longtime government
workers. In fact, Freeholder Estrada was

the manger of the Elizabeth MVC office,
till it closed; he has been on numerous
other boards with 12 years as a free-
holder.

Freeholder Hudak has one year of free-
holder experience, managed the Rahway
MVC and is knee-deep in the Linden
Democratic political machine. The third
Democrat Vernell Wright, is a retired
Union school principal. Yes, they are
protecting jobs, their pensions, medical
benefits and the like. Which we pay for!

Union County residents, ask yourselves
are you better off with the present Union
County Freeholders? How many of us
have greater county taxes than municipal
taxes? Have they earned your vote?

Yes, they have their priorities straight,
and that is to maintain the gravy train and
their jobs with the salaries and benefits
associated with the freeholder position.

We must really consider the other can-
didates – for a fresh view and one that is
not run from the existing party’s back
room.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Without Supportive Council Members,
Progress is Not Assured in Fanwood

Elections matter, and in Fanwood they
can be decided by as little as 10 votes
which is why Tuesday’s election for
Fanwood mayor and council is impor-
tant. With so many significant projects
hanging in the balance, the direction of
shared services and the completion of our
downtown I am appealing to you to sup-
port the team of Mahr, Huegel and Boris.

We represent the true cross-section of
what being a Fanwoodian is all about.
We are parents, with seven children
among us; active volunteers, in addition
to our municipal roles; small business
owners, experts in local government and
have the experience, vision and passion
to guide Fanwood into the future.

Serving as your mayor has been a
wonderful honor and I am proud of our
accomplishments together. Every day I
smile as I drive South Avenue and see the
attractive new buildings, which stand fully
occupied with small business owners and
residents who proudly say they live and

work in downtown Fanwood.
I know property tax relief is on

everyone’s mind, which is why I fought
for responsible redevelopment. Today,
Fanwood enjoys more than $9 million of
new ratables, and anticipates $500,000 in
new revenue annually, with more to fol-
low.

Shared services is another route to tax
relief and I stand shoulder to shoulder
with Police Chief Trigo when I say that
we can create a joint police department
with Scotch Plains without compromis-
ing safety and security.

But nothing is done alone; and without
supportive council members, progress is
not assured. Redevelopment languished
for years without progress. There is more
work to be done. On November 8th I need
you to elect myself, Russ Huegel and
Kevin Boris so we can continue the
Fanwood’s forward progress.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
Candidate for Re-election

When You Needed Me, I was There As Your Councilman
It has been my pleasure to serve the

people of the Fourth Ward as your town
councilman. This is a volunteer job; yet,
I treat it no differently or less important
than any other responsibility of my life.
In my time on council, I have worked
hard to be there for you when you needed
me. I take pride in my achievements and
bring to this election a record of commit-
ment, service to my community and, most
importantly, results.

Being a Westfield councilman is a
serious obligation. Citizens of the Fourth
Ward, when making your choice on Elec-
tion Day, remember that whenever you
needed me, I was there. Eight years ago,
overdevelopment was running rampant
in Westfield and destroying the character
of neighborhoods and our town. I was
there for you when I succeeded in com-
pleting, and ultimately passing, land-use
legislation that will preserve the charac-
ter of Westfield for decades to come.

After nearly a decade of little or no
progress, I made it my mission to stop the
train whistle on Rahway Avenue at our
border with Clark. I worked with the
federal government, lobbied Congress
and fought Conrail until finally, the quiet
zone was implemented and the train
whistle went silent. When the State of
New Jersey decided to consider the con-
struction of a 150-foot cell tower in our
backyards at the Westfield Armory, I
was there for you. I worked with our state
representatives to stop the cell tower and
protect the character of the neighbor-
hood and our quality of life.

Since being elected, I have worked
hard to promote and protect your inter-
ests. When you needed a sign on your
street, I was there. When you needed a
drain cleared, I was there. When you a
needed a tree trimmed, a pothole filled or
a question answered, I was there. My
initial goals of preserving the character

of Westfield, holding the line on taxes,
and focusing on traffic safety continue to
be the core principles of my tenure on
council. I have been there for you since I
was elected to office in 2003, and if re-
elected, I renew my commitment to rep-
resent your interests, and to continue my
work to keep Westfield the wonderful
place that we call home.

Whatever the issue, whether big or
small, I have been there for you. Now, on
Election Day, please be there for me. I
ask for your vote because now more than
ever, good government must continue in
Westfield. It has been my honor to serve
as your town councilman and I hope that
you will allow me to continue my service
to you. For more information, please visit
foerst2011.com.

James Foerst, GOP Candidate
Westfield Council, Ward 4

GOTTA LUV THOSE
HANGIN’ CHADS

VOTE
NOV. 8

“Reading Is Good For You”
editor@goleader.com

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.

(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

‘Off-Year’ Election to Decide
Party Control in FW, CR, Spr.

This Tuesday, November 8, is Election Day in
New Jersey, where many important races will be
decided – from mayoral races in Fanwood,
Kenilworth and Summit to council races that will
decide which political party controls the governing
bodies in Fanwood, Cranford and Springfield. The
Cranford and Springfield races will also decide
which party holds the mayor’s office. There are also
competitive races in three of the four wards on the
Westfield Town Council.

Voters will also be asked to decide the fate of a
non-binding ballot question. That question asks if
sports betting on college and professional sports
should be legalized in the state and allowed at
Atlantic City casinos and at current and former
racetracks (see story on page 2).

While most voters are focused on the qualifica-
tions of the candidates, political control is a factor
for the insiders. If Republicans take control in
Cranford, Fanwood or Springfield, their party would
then have direct control of paid appointments such
as town attorneys, planning and zoning board attor-
neys, municipal judges (when their terms expire)
and, for those that have one, bond counsel. Last year,
for instance, Garwood and Cranford appointed new
town attorneys, as Republicans took control of
Garwood while Democrats won back the majority in
Cranford. A change of majority party also impacts
non-paid appointments such as planning boards and
recreation commissions.

While many talk party politics, in Westfield, an
Independent candidate embroiled in a three-way

Third Ward race has said he has no one to answer to
if he is elected – other than the voters. Council
control will not be a factor in Westfield, as the GOP
maintains a 7-1 council majority as well as the
mayor’s office.

There are also council races in Berkeley Heights,
Hillside, Plainfield, Roselle Park, Linden and
Winfield.

At the state level, Democrats control both houses
of the State Legislature, 24-16 in the Senate and 47-
33 in the General Assembly, meaning the GOP
would have to pick up five seats in the Senate and
eights seats in the Assembly to regain the majorities
it had in the 1990’s. Gerrymandering has resulted in
only a handful of competitive races in the 40 legis-
lative districts statewide.

Three seats are also up for grabs on the ballot for
the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
Democrats have controlled all nine seats on the
board since 1998.

Although the experts are calling this an “off-year”
election, we urge voters to go to the polls and let their
voices be heard.

A Word From Our Sponsors
This newspaper edition, which celebrates our free-

dom and duty to vote, is made possible by you, our
valued subscribers and advertisers. Those seeking
public office in this region have worked tirelessly to
reach you, to converse with you and to hear your
views. Please vote.

Thank you to all candidates and good luck. For those
of you who are not subscribers, please come on board.
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16 Prospect wine bar & bistro

16 Prospect Street, Westfield, New Jersey  908.232.7320

Live Music Every Night  30 Wines by the Glass
An Affordable and Approachable Wine List

New York City atmosphere without the Hassle
This Month...

Full Thanksgiving Dinners to go
avoid the trouble and enjoy the day! Pick Up Nov 22 & 23

$10.00 Daily Lunch Special

Now Booking Holiday Parties

Reservations through Rezbook.com
Like us on facebook & sign up for our newsletter at

www.16Prospect.com

                 Changing the World, one glass of wine at a time...

FW Can Implement a Shared Police
Force Without Sacrificing Any Cops

If Re-elected, I Will Devote My Energy
On Holding Line on Fanwood Taxes

Please Exercise Your Right to Vote;
Don’t Automatically Vote Party Line

LoGrippo Promises to Engage Every
Resident in Open, Honest DialogueLetters to the Editor

As the 2011 election season draws to a
close, it has been a pleasure to walk
through Fanwood and speak with every-
one regarding their perspective of
Fanwood, and how we can make it an
even better place to live. I have heard the
most consistent message, please help us
continue to afford to live in this great
community. I understand that in these
difficult economic times, we all need
property tax relief.

I strongly believe that the key to tax
relief lies in the extension of a viable
shared services program at each and ev-
ery opportunity. I know that tax relief is
needed now. If we hold steady to the
plan, we can implement a shared police
force and achieve a more efficient local
government without sacrificing even one
officer patrolling the streets of Fanwood!

In addition to shared services, finding
new ways to increase revenue is readily
available through the completion of our
downtown redevelopment. We have al-
ready seen in increase of over $9 million
in ratables, which contributes an addi-
tional $500,000 in tax revenue without
increasing the burden to our homeowners.

As the current Planning Board chair-
man and a New Jersey land use attorney,
I have been extremely proud to see these
changes and improvements and hold
Fanwood up as a model community for
completing a successful project. There
still is important work to do, and Colleen
Mahr, Russell Huegel and I humbly ask
for your support on November 8th.

Kevin Boris, DEM
Candidate for Fanwood Council

This is the last time, in print, I will be
able to ask you for your vote. I realize that
the majority of you vote along party lines
for the individual whom the party thinks
will best represent the party or the Town
Council. I am asking you to follow your
own self-interest. Vote for the person
whom you believe will best represent
you on the Town Council. There are three
of us running for one seat representing
the Third Ward.

During the campaign, I spoke with
facts and figures, not the party line of
platitudes. I personally believe this is a
wonderful town. I have lived here most
of my life and hope my children will stay
here. This does not mean that this town,
like every other, doesn’t have issues that
need to be addressed. There is no busi-
ness or organization that cannot benefit
from constructive criticism. I have spe-
cifically pointed out overpaid and unnec-
essary positions in various town depart-
ments, resulting in wasteful spending that
I will address when elected.

In matters of transparency, there is
much that can be done. At present, in
court settlements, the town insists on
confidentiality. This should stop. The
town should publicly state it will not rely
on any right it holds for confidentiality.
Discussions with experts on public safety
issues, whether local or independent,
should be open to the public. It would be
difficult for me to imagine any area where
the town has the right to deny the public
full access unless a statute specifically
requires such denial.

At present, the Town Council defends

its reduction of the number of firemen as
a decision that has “no impact on public
safety.” The council has been asked to
show us proof of this and refuses. This is
wrong. The proof should be public be-
fore the decision was implemented. The
Third Ward has seen a drama unfold
under the title of the “Central Ave. pedes-
trian light.” Its planning was mishandled,
and its execution became a farce.

I have consistently stated I am for re-
locating this light to the safer location,
the corner. What is more important is the
treatment received by a resident of the
Third Ward when she first sought help
from the Town Council. She was misdi-
rected and abused. If elected, I would
hope to be a buffer for that citizen and
avoid the extreme position to which the
Town Council has resorted.

I see no problem with open discussion.
I will not see a Republican or Democratic
suggestion at a Town Council meeting. I
will see a good one or a bad one, and will
seek to help the former and amend the
latter. I have no agenda other than to
represent the Third Ward to the best of
my ability. This includes fostering com-
promises when it is in the interest of the
Third Ward and it also includes admit-
ting error if I am wrong.

Please exercise your right to vote, and
please don’t automatically vote a party
line. Vote for yourself by voting for me,
Gregory Kasko, the Independent candi-
date for Westfield Town Council from
the Third Ward.

Gregory Kasko, IND., Candidate
Westfield Council, Ward 3

With only days left before Election
Day, November 8, I look back over the
last few months with great pride and
gratitude. I am thankful for having the
opportunity to publicly serve the resi-
dents of Westfield as Third Ward Coun-
cilman replacing Mark Ciarrocca, who is
now a Superior Court judge.

Thank you to my amazing wife, Maria,
my two children and a supportive family
throughout this campaign. I would also
like to extend a special thanks to all our
good friends in Westfield and the new
friendships made over the past few
months. I am grateful for all the encour-
agement and support.

It is my goal to continue to provide
service to the residents of Westfield that
is rooted in strong leadership and honest
government. As I walk the streets, visit
downtown and talk to residents, I under-
stand what makes this town strong, and
appreciate its prosperity as a community.
We take pride in this town and together
want to keep Westfield the great town
that it is today.

I have heard the ideas of the residents
of the Third Ward and have truly felt their
love for Westfield. I am here for you and
welcome your thoughts and concerns.
With a cogent and sound platform for
moving Westfield forward, I am commit-
ted to being the voice of the residents. I
have heard you. I sincerely value each
and every person’s individual voice and
perspective. I have been open and trans-
parent in providing all residents my home
phone number and e-mail address in an
effort to garner your thoughts and con-
cerns on important issues. I believe the
way to promote change or offer innova-
tive, new strategies is to first engage in
thoughtful dialogues, support decision
making with evidence and always con-
sider all options. I do not take this chal-
lenge lightly.

There is no doubt that we are fortunate
to live in the number one mid-size town
in New Jersey, as recently rated by New
Jersey Monthly Magazine. This distinc-

tion comes because there are dedicated
individuals who work to maintain qual-
ity services and the benefits you deserve
as taxpayers and residents.

Westfield pays far too much in taxes to
Union County. When necessary cuts have
been made to our services, we must con-
sider what else can be done at the county
level to keep more money for Westfield.
If we are asked to do more with less, why
shouldn’t the county be held to that same
standard? I am committed to controlling
town spending so that our seniors and
families can afford to thrive in this great
community. By utilizing my 20 years of
business experience, I have a plan of
action that seeks to make our town even
better than it is today.

As your councilman, I believe in effec-
tive communication, providing an open
and honest dialogue with the mayor, coun-
cil members and individuals working
together to keep our town the best in the
New Jersey. As a member of our Public
Safety Committee, I am committed to
improving traffic and pedestrian safety
in our town, understandably priorities for
keeping Westfield a premier community.

I have worked hard to earn your sup-
port. If elected, I will continue to walk
neighborhoods, visit homes and engage
every resident in open and honest dia-
logue. That is my sincere commitment to
you. Thank you for this opportunity, and
I look forward to continuing my public
service in Westfield’s town government.

In addition, I am honored to continue
the work of Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
Councilman Mark Ciarrocca, and I will
build upon their tradition of leadership
for Westfield’s Third Ward.

For more additional information, please
visit mark.2011.com or facebook.com/
LoGrippo2011.

I ask for your vote on November 8.
Thank you again for all of your friend-
ship and support.

Mark LoGrippo, GOP, Candidate
Westfield Council, Ward 3

Sontz: Council has ‘Done Nothing’
On Roads, ‘Given Up’ on Speeding

It has been a privilege to serve as
councilman for Fanwoodians for the past
three years. There is still important work
to do, which is why I am running for re-
election. Many residents have expressed
their frustrations over property taxes in
our community and I feel the anxiety
many have over this issue.

If re-elected I will devote my energy
and focus on holding the line on taxes by
aggressively pursuing shared services
because that is the quickest way to pro-
vide tax relief and ensuring completion
of our downtown as a source of new
revenue. Together with Mayor Mahr, we
were able to eliminate $240,000 by sim-
ply outsourcing our dispatching alone.
And we can do more. A joint police
department is possible if we focus our
energy and effort toward making it hap-
pen. Since I am a former prosecutor I tend
to view things through a public safety

prism, so I will be insuring that a joint
department provides the excellent ser-
vice and response time people are used
to, at a more efficient cost. With shared
services and downtown redevelopment,
we are on the cusp of something special,
as we continue to grow our business
community, bring new sources of tax
revenue, while making Fanwood a thriv-
ing destination for our families and visi-
tors. Together, with Mayor Mahr and
Kevin Boris, I look forward to moving
Fanwood forward.

Councilman Russell Huegel
Fanwood

Benedict Sights 20-Year Record
In Non-Profit Administration

When I moved to Fanwood, my wife
and I knew we’d be calling Fanwood
home for many years to come. The birth of
my son a couple of years ago made our
resolve even greater. It would be my honor,
and privilege to serve the residents of
Fanwood as your borough councilman.

I am running for council in order to give
my neighbors a choice as to who repre-
sents them when it comes times to make
decisions and lead us all into a brighter
future. Folks in town have questions about
how the borough spends their hard earned
tax dollars. Undoubtedly, these hard work-
ing residents would love to attend all the
council meetings and have their voices
heard on matters that concern them. For
many who commute, or have other com-
mitments it is all too impossible. I offer my
service to them, to be their eyes, ears and
voice on the council.

My professional background in ven-
dor negotiations, budget containment and

leading diverse teams of people will be
an asset to Fanwood as we fight to keep
homeowner taxes as low as possible.
With over 20 years of experience in non-
profit administration working for
Fordham University, I know that if I can
do it for the complex environments at
Fordham, I can do it for Fanwood.

Working together, I know Fanwood’s
best years are ahead. For those of you
who would join me in that undertaking
but don’t have the time, please consider
sending me to the borough council meet-
ings with a seat as a councilman, and I
will represent your needs, address your
families issues and serve in your stead as
we continue to make Fanwood a great
place to live and raise a family. Please
vote for Britt, Benedict and Cole on No-
vember 8, 2011.

Jason Benedict, GOP
Candidate for Fanwood Council

WF Needs Leaders Who Can Build
Teams and Think Outside The Box I am Matt Sontz, the Democratic can-

didate for Westfield Town Council –
Third Ward. This upcoming election on
Tuesday, November 8, is so important
for all of us.

We deserve a town council that is on
our side, listens to what we have to say
about our own neighborhoods, uses com-
mon sense and good judgment in solving
problems, and treats each and every resi-
dent with dignity and respect. We all
know there is no change unless we vote
for it. Please vote for me and the change
we need.

There is just no reason for the town
council to have chosen to keep full-time
pensions for part-time lawyers while cut-
ting crossing guards on Central Avenue.
When the Ferraro’s fire occurred, ladder
trucks from neighboring towns re-
sponded, but Westfield’s ladder truck sat
idle across the street in the North Avenue
Fire Station because of Town Council
policy.

Our town’s fire rating was lowered,
which means we will pay more in insur-
ance premiums. Our firefighters have to
work in violation of safety standards be-

cause of the town council’s staffing policy.
The town’s bond rating was lowered

by Moody’s because the town council
spent down our surplus with no more
one-shot gimmicks left to balance our
budget.

The town council placed the Central
Avenue pedestrian crossing in a confus-
ing location, and now spends precious
town resources defending that misguided
decision instead of just allowing the
county to move it. The town council has
done nothing to improve snow plowing
or basic road maintenance and repair.
The town council has virtually given up
trying to stop speeders.

I promise to work hard for your family
and mine each and every day. I will be
your partner on the town council to im-
prove Westfield and protect what’s im-
portant to us. I hope I can count on you on
Election Day, Tuesday, November 8.

I promise that you can definitely count
on me. For more information, please visit
my website at mattsontz.com.

Matt Sontz, Candidate for Third
Ward, Westfield

I am Greg Romer, the Fourth Ward
Democratic candidate for Westfield Town
Council. I have been a proud resident of
Westfield for over 15 years, where I live
with my two daughters.

I am running for council because I truly
believe I can help Westfield. My profes-
sional expertise, developed through de-
cades of corporate experience, is in help-
ing decision-makers work as a team to
create economical, successful, innovative
solutions to problems. Westfield badly
needs leaders who can build teams, think
outside the box and put stable taxes, a safe
community and quality services first.

First, I will make Westfield’s safety a
priority. When Ferraro’s was on fire, the
Westfield ladder truck sat idle in the
firehouse right across the street. This
same scenario happened in several other
major fires. This is unacceptable, and I
will make sure we can use our ladder
truck again.

Second, parking and traffic conditions
around the high school have become un-
bearable. A number of good solutions

have been proposed over the course of
seven years. I will make sure we imple-
ment the best solution as soon as possible.

Third, we must make city government
transparent and accountable. Many deci-
sions about our town are being made
behind closed doors, and we don’t know
the ramifications of these decisions until
it’s too late. We have a lot of intelligent
people in town who can provide valuable
input into how their tax dollars are being
spent. I will ensure that as many of our
committee and budget meetings as pos-
sible are held in open forums.

Please vote for me on Tuesday, No-
vember 8. If elected, I promise to work
tirelessly to represent your interests and
the best interests of our town while keep-
ing taxes down. Westfield is a great town,
but we can make it better. Let me work
with you to make that happen. For more
information, please visit
gregromer2011.com.

Greg Romer, Candidate for
Westfield Council, Fourth Ward

goleader.com/subscribe
908.232-4407

The Westfield Leader
The SPF Times
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VOTE NOVEMBER 8th FOR TIM VAN EPP 
FOR 1st WARD TOWN COUNCILMAN

Paid for by the:  Westfield Democratic Committee, 527 Shackamaxon Drive, Westfield, NJ

Tim Van Epp
for Westfield Town Council

    ***Please see our full-page ad in this issue of the Leader***

www.TimVanEpp4TownCouncil.com

Election Campaign 2011
Town of Westfield

Council Election (no mayor’s race)
Four-Year Terms (Pick one, Wards 1-4)

Ward One: Frank Arena
GOP, Incumbent, Candidate’s Bio

GAME ON…The Westfield Democratic Committee hosted a fund-raising reception on June 24 in support of its candidates
for Westfield Town Council, Tim Van Epp (Ward 1), Matt Sontz (Ward 3) and Greg Romer (Ward 4). Special guest State
Assembly Majority Leader Joseph Cryan kicked off the well attended event. Assemblyman Cryan urged the candidates to
work hard and meet as many residents as possible during their campaign. Other notable attendees included Westfield Town
Councilman Dave Haas and County Freeholder BJ Kowalski. The evening affair was hosted by Jim and Dana Baker at their
Lincoln Road home. Pictured, right to left, are: Councilman Dave Haas, Westfield Democratic Committee Vice-Chair Janice
Siegel, WDC Treasurer Ross Katz, Matt Sontz, Tim Van Epp, Greg Romer, Assemblyman Joseph Cryan and County
Freeholder BJ Kowalski.

July 14, 2011

Frank Arena was elected as coun-
cilman for the First Ward of Westfield
on November 6, 2007. Mr. Arena has
lived in Westfield with his wife, Lori,
for over 17 years. They have two
children, Christopher and Carli, who
both attend Westfield High School.
His four-year term started January 8,
2008, when he was sworn in to office
by Superior Court Judge Douglas
Fasciale.

Frank’s responsibilities on the town
council include serving as the chair-
man of the Public Works Committee
and the vice-chair of Code Review
and Town Property Committee; he
has served as the mayor’s designee to
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) and as a member of the
Public Safety, Transportation & Park-
ing Committee. He is currently the
mayor’s designee to the Westfield
Recreation Commission.

First and foremost, Frank believes
it has been an honor and privilege to
serve the people of Westfield. He
believes that he is an elected official
who the people of Westfield trust
with openness and honesty second to
none.

During his time on the council, he
has worked closely with the mayor
and council, passing budgets that have
year in and year out lowered operat-
ing expenses. As a member of the
DWC, he has the lead voice in keep-
ing their budget flat for five years,
and as the chair of the Public Works

committee, he spearheaded efforts to
bring further efficiencies to our snow-
plowing efforts. Additionally, as the
Public Works chair, Frank has worked
with the town professionals and Pub-
lic Works Committee, which has led
to implementation of a capital project
to pave and repair seven miles of
streets in our town.

If re-elected, he will continue to
develop public/private partnerships
to maintain and improve town parks,
playing fields and other public prop-
erty while continuing to downsize
government and streamline munici-
pal staff to do more with less. He will
also, leverage grants from the county,
state, etc.

Frank believes that one of the key
issue outside of finances facing the
town is pedestrian safety. He believes
we can improve pedestrian safety by,
among other things, educating driv-
ers about driving more slowly through
neighborhoods and sharing the road
with bicyclists and joggers. And no
texting while driving – Please!

Lastly, as your Councilman, Frank
will continue to work closely with
DPW (through Public Works Com-
mittee), the DWC and WPD (police
department) to ensure that downtown
remains an attractive and safe desti-
nation for diners and shoppers. This
will help keep Westfield one of the
best family-friendly towns in New
Jersey as well as one of the best
places to live in the country.

Ward One: Tim Van Epp
DEM, Challenger, Candidate’s Bio

Tim is a small-business owner and
professional planner with 30-plus years
of experience in 20 states and 30 coun-
tries. He has a Bachelor of Science
degree from Duke and Master of Re-
gional Planning degree from Penn; is
certified by the American Institute of
Certified Planners; and is a former of-
ficer of the American Planning Assoc.

Tim has been a member of the
Westfield Green Team advising on
energy efficiency and renewable en-
ergy, and obtaining Sustainable Jer-
sey certification. He was a member of
citizen committees for planning, zon-
ing and environmental issues in
Reston, Va. Tim has been applying
these capabilities in consulting to lo-
cal communities across New Jersey,
regularly bringing him into contact
with municipal governments.

Mr. Van Epp has lived on Glen Av-
enue in Westfield for seven years with
his wife, Barbara Wong, and two
daughters, Marissa and Sirena. Sirena
recently graduated from Westfield
High School, where she was active in
track and soccer, and is now attending
Occidental in California. Marissa, a
Columbia graduate, recently com-
pleted her Masters degree at Oxford,
and has enrolled at London School of
Economics. Barbara grew up in
Livingston, is a Princeton graduate
and professional hydrogeologist.

Tim enjoys bicycling, tennis and
bird watching. He has come to know
Westfield through his Glen Avenue
neighbors, Sirena’s school activities
and his involvement in Westfield bi-

cycling groups.
Tim’s unique experience and skills

as a Westfield professional planner
and small-business owner will bring
public outreach, forward thinking,
positive energy and proactive leader-
ship to Westfield town government.
Tim will take a vigilant and proactive
approach to addressing the challenges
and opportunities our community
faces. Westfield has tremendous as-
sets and quality of life, but these can
be lost. Rather than using the poor
economic times as an excuse for cut-
ting vital services, we need to tackle
problems – and pursue opportunities
– to continually improve our commu-
nity. Tim will not shy away from mak-
ing the tough decisions.

Despite our high property taxes, our
money is being wasted, and Westfield’s
safety is being seriously compromised
– too few firefighters to man the ladder
truck, crossing guards being laid off –
because too much of town council busi-
ness is conducted behind closed doors.
As a professional planner, making
safety and financial decisions in the
open while considering their broader
and longer-term implications are sec-
ond nature. Tim will ensure that the
community is informed and included
by proactively taking full advantage of
the diversity of views, talents and vol-
unteer spirit offered by Westfield’s resi-
dents, thus creating synergies among
residents and businesses and empow-
ering the whole community to get in-
volved in envisioning and building a
sustainable future.

Ward Two: JoAnn Neylan
GOP, Incumbent, Unopposed, Candidate’s Bio

JoAnn Neylan was elected as a
representative to the town council
from the Second Ward in 2003 and
then re-elected in 2007. She is pres-
ently the acting mayor, chairperson
of the Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee and a mem-
ber of the Finance Committee.

JoAnn has also served as chairper-
son of the Public Works Committee,
has been a member of the Town Code
Committee and is also the town’s
liaison to the Municipal Alliance,
Chamber of Commerce and the liai-
son to the Board of Education.

During her time on town council,
JoAnn has worked hard advocating
for the residents of the Second Ward
as well as the town as a whole. While
chair of Public Works, she worked to
improve the Department of Public
Works, streamlining the permit ap-
plication process, helping communi-
cations within the department and
with the residents, all while reducing
manpower through attrition.

While on the Finance Committee,
JoAnn has been able to bring her
passion for being fiscally conserva-
tive into play. Along with the other
members of the Finance Committee,
JoAnn has worked diligently to
present a budget within the 2-percent
mandated cap and continue to pro-
vide the citizens of Westfield with the
same level of services they expect.
JoAnn understands the value of man-
aging a budget in these challenging
economic times.

During her time on council, JoAnn
has helped improve traffic safety
around Wilson and Washington El-
ementary Schools. She has responded
to constituents’ requests for street

repairs and improvements through-
out the Second Ward as well as in
other neighborhoods.

JoAnn is passionate about being
accessible to her constituents. She is
always available to the residents of
the town, hoping to provide the assis-
tance they need. Helping people with
the issues that affect the quality of
their life is the primary reason she has
served on council and continues to
seek to hold office.

JoAnn has often said that it is her
privilege to serve the residents of
Westfield and that she will continue
to work hard to earn the respect and
trust of the people who elect her.

As resident of Westfield for the last
20 years, JoAnn has stayed at home
full-time to raise her family with her
husband, Kevin. They have three chil-
dren, Kevin, Christopher and
Elisabeth. Her two sons are in col-
lege, while Elisabeth is a sophomore
at Westfield High School. JoAnn is
an attorney; she was an Assistant
District Attorney in Brooklyn before
having children. She recently became
a member of the New Jersey Bar and
is now practicing law part-time.

JoAnn is on the board of the Youth
and Family Counseling Services, has
been a CASA volunteer and food
pantry volunteer at Holy Trinity
Catholic Church.

JoAnn is running for re-election
unopposed but is working very hard
to earn your vote. She is committed
to Westfield, its future and its resi-
dents. She would love to hear from
you; if you have any suggestions,
ideas or comments, please do not
hesitate to contact her by email at
joann@neylan2011.com.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON CAMERA…Westfield council candidates (GOP) speak with assignment
editor Paul Peyton during a video interview last Friday. See www.goleader.com.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Mr. Peyton and candidates Frank Arena (W1),
JoAnn Neylan (W2), Mark LoGrippo (W3) and Jim Foerst (W4).

Ward 1: Frank Arena and Tim Van Epp; Ward 2: JoAnn Neylan

October 20, 2011
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Election Campaign 2011

PLEASE VOTE ON

ELECTION DAY

Tuesday, nov. 8, 2011

MATT

SONTZ
For WESTFIELD

TOWN COUNCIL—3rd Ward
www.mattsontz.com

Paid for by the Westfield Democratic Committee
527 Shackamaxon Drive, Westfield, NJ

(Please see our full-page ad in this issue of the Leader)

Ward Three: Matt Sontz
DEM, Challenger, Candidate’s Bio

Ward Three: Greg Kasko
IND, Challenger, Candidate’s Bio

Ward Four: Jim Foerst
GOP, Incumbent, Candidate’s Bio

Town of Westfield

Ward Three: Mark LoGrippo
GOP, Incumbent, Candidate’s Bio

Our town now faces extraordinary
challenges that are the result of years
of mismanagement and a failure to
recognize our most important needs.

Our town’s fire rating has been low-
ered by ISO; our capital reserve ac-
count nearly exhausted; our police
force and fire department are at their
lowest levels of staffing; our fire
department’s ladder truck sits dormant
in its garage; crossing guards on Cen-
tral Avenue have been removed; pot
holes go un-repaired; roads go un-
paved while deteriorating; roads go
unplowed; a pedestrian crossing light
was placed in the middle of a residen-

tial block instead of at the intersec-
tion; full-time pensions are being given
to part-time employees; our 9-1-1 sys-
tem is on the brink of obsolescence
with a race against time to replace it;
our town’s bond rating has been low-
ered by Moody’s, and it goes on and
on.

Somewhere along the line, our town
council lost its way. It forgot that it
exists to serve us, the residents. My
candidacy is about changing the way
the town council does business, re-
storing fiscal responsibility, restoring
basic services and making our town
council more responsive.

I have lived in Westfield for 38
years and believe Westfield is a won-
derful community in which to live
and raise a family. Westfield’s supe-
rior school system and its vibrant
downtown are just two of the many
reasons my wife, Lynda, and I chose
Westfield as our home, following in
the footsteps of my parents.

I believe that all elected and ap-
pointed officials should be held ac-
countable for their actions and that
truth and transparency are paramount
to maintain the trust of the voters.
Truth and transparency are goals that
I strived to achieve as a Westfield
police officer, a rewarding career from
which I retired in good standing, in
2007.

I do not run against either the Re-
publicans or the Democrats. I am
running for the right of a citizen to
ask a question and get an answer. It
may not be the answer he or she
wants, but it will be factual and re-
spectful. I am running for the right of
a citizen to ask a question, and if I
don’t know the answer, I will seek it
out and give the results at the next
public meeting.

I do not wish to be a candidate
against anyone. I want to be a candi-
date who will listen to facts from any
source and act on those facts and
report the results.

I think every citizen has the right to
ask why, and get a truthful answer
without regard to party affiliation.

I don’t believe, at the municipal
level, that party affiliation is crucial
to serving the needs of the citizens of
Westfield. I do believe that every
citizen is an integral part of town
government, and their opinions and
ideas should encompass the decisions
of our elected officials.

I will not simply “go along to get
along.” As an Independent candidate,
I will not align myself with the poli-
tics of one particular party but with
the ideology of both parties that best
serve the residents of Westfield.

I have chosen to run as an Indepen-
dent in November’s town council
election, and if elected, I will repre-
sent all citizens of Westfield, more
specifically those who reside in the
Third Ward, regardless of party affili-
ation. I am running for Westfield Town
Council as a citizen and not a career
politician.

With the voters support, I look for-
ward to serving the citizens of
Westfield once again, and giving back
to a community that has given so
much to my family and me.

*Education: 1983 graduate of
Westfield High School; 1987 gradu-
ate of Susquehanna University, B.A.
in Communications

*Employment: 1987-1989 Safety
Counselor, Woodbridge (N.J.) Board
of Education; 1989-2007 Police Of-
ficer (Retired), Westfield, NJ; 2007-
present Certified Municipal Inspec-
tor

Since being elected to council, Jim
Foerst has worked hard to promote
and protect the interests of his con-
stituents and Westfield as a whole. As
example, in 2005, he supported the
conversion of Sid Fey and Houlihan
fields to field turf, paid for through
user fees, which nearly every child in
Westfield has been able to enjoy. In
2008, he succeeded in completing
and ultimately passing land-use leg-
islation that will preserve the charac-
ter of Westfield for decades to come.
In 2009, he implemented the train
whistle quiet zone on Rahway Av-
enue at Westfield’s border with Clark.
Most recently, he stopped the con-
struction of a cell tower at the
Westfield Armory that would have
dramatically affected the quality of
life in the Fourth Ward.

His initial goals of preserving the
character of Westfield, holding the
line on taxes while prudently invest-
ing in our future and focusing on
traffic safety at our schools and parks
continue to be the core principles of
his tenure on council. “This term, I
renew my commitment to represent
your interests on the council, and
continue to work to keep Westfield
the wonderful place that we call
home,” Jim said.

The Fourth Ward incumbent gradu-
ated from Seton Hall University, con-
centrating his studies in government
and law. He received his law degree
with honors from Seton Hall Univer-
sity School of Law. Jim is the princi-
pal attorney of a successful law prac-
tice working on a broad spectrum of
legal issues.

As a businessman, Jim has built a

successful law practice and said,
“Based on my experience running
my law practice as a business, I know
the importance of being fiscally re-
sponsible.” Jim said that thoughtful
budgeting and prudent spending, the
keys to running a successful busi-
ness, are essential in local govern-
ment as well. He assured his constitu-
ents, “I will continue to work hard to
limit spending without sacrificing the
high standard of services Westfielders
expect. I am committed to using our
tax dollars wisely and to maintaining
our beautiful parks, improve our fa-
cilities and continually investing in
our future.” Jim will continue to im-
prove Westfield’s streets and side-
walks, so that our families may travel
safely about town.

Jim is a member of the Westfield
Jaycees, a group dedicated to com-
munity service focusing on Westfield
youth. In conjunction with the ARC
of New Jersey, Jim also serves on the
NJ Camp Jaycee Board of Directors.
New Jersey Camp Jaycee is a camp
for individuals with special needs. It
is a collaborative effort between the
New Jersey Jaycees and The Arc of
New Jersey, with a mission of provid-
ing quality camping experiences to
persons with developmental disabili-
ties.

Jim is married to Cara H. Foerst,
whom he met while they attended
law school. Cara is also an attorney
admitted to practice in both New York
and New Jersey. She is the Dean of
Students at Seton Hall University
School of Law. Cara and Jim are the
proud parents of two boys, Jamie (4)
and Collin (2).

Ward Four: Greg Romer
DEM, Challenger, Candidate’s Bio

Mark LoGrippo was sworn into
office as Third Ward Councilman in
July 2011, replacing the vacated seat
held by Mark Ciarrocca. He and his
wife, Maria, reside on Tudor Oval
along with their two children,
Francesco and Gemma.

Mark grew up in Lynbrook, Long
Island, and began his interest in civic
duty at an early age. He is an avid
sports fan and played both high school
varsity baseball and soccer. His inter-
est in politics also started during his
upbringing in Long Island, where he
assisted in local campaigns and
fundraising activities.

He graduated from St. John’s Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Business Marketing in 1990.
He joined NYNEX (now Verizon
Communications) upon graduation
as a customer service representative
and spent the next 21 years building
business acumen in the telecommu-
nications and network services in-
dustry.

He received his MBA in Interna-
tional Business from Adelphi Uni-
versity and currently holds the posi-
tion of a Business Development Man-
ager in the FiOS division of Verizon
Communications. Maria, a registered
nurse and Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation New Jersey Nurse
Scholar, is currently pursuing a doc-
toral degree from Seton Hall Univer-
sity.

Mark’s commitment to his com-
munity and civic duty is evident in
his charitable work and volunteer

service. Since 2005, Mark has been
actively involved in mentoring and
fundraising for the Big Brothers/Big
Sisters of New York City. Since 2006,
he has personally raised over $30,000
for the New York Chapter of Big
Brothers/Big Sisters. In 2009, he be-
came a member of the Westfield Y
International Committee and also
served as the Mayor’s designee for
the Town of Westfield’s Planning
Board. Mark and Maria are active
members of Holy Trinity Parish,
Westfield Y and Westfield Republi-
can Party. Mark participates in a ca-
reer coaching/mentoring program for
St. John’s Alumni and is currently a
Big Brother to a young teenager in
Brooklyn.

In an effort to meet residents of the
Third Ward, Mark has been walking
the streets and neighborhoods dis-
cussing pertinent issues with fellow
residents. Fiscal challenges, the eco-
nomic downturn and public safety
are among the top issues voiced by
homeowners and voters. Mark gra-
ciously accepted this responsibility
to serve, and looks forward to the
opportunity to continue his service as
the Third Ward councilman. As “the
voice” for the Third Ward, Mark seeks
to address real issues and offer com-
mon-sense ideas. Involvement in the
community is important to Mark and
his family; it is his desire to serve his
fellow residents and promote honest
government, making him the right
choice for representing Westfield’s
Third Ward.

Westfield is a great town in which
to live and raise a family. I believe we
can make it even better. Whether it is
traffic problems near the high school,
lack of personnel for the fire depart-
ment or even maintenance of our
roads, these are just some of the is-
sues that I would want to see ad-
dressed as your representative on the
town council.

My candidacy is about changing
the way the town council does busi-
ness. I will listen to the public, pro-
vide leadership, restore fiscal respon-
sibility and make the town council
more transparent and responsive. Em-
powering my neighbors in the fourth
ward as their voice on the town coun-

cil is my primary goal.
I’m a graduate of Seton Hall Uni-

versity (B.S. Computer Science) and
Polytechnic Institute of New York
University (M.S. Computer Science),
and I have two daughters, Meredith,
a student at the New York Institute of
Technology, and Deirdre, a sopho-
more at Westfield High School.

I’m currently the Senior Director
of Emerging Technology for McGraw
Hill. Previously, I was employed by
UBS/PaineWebber and the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York.

Ward 3 Candidates: Mark LoGrippo, Greg Kasko and Matt Sontz

Ward 4 Candidates: Jim Foerst and Greg Romer

Continued More InformationMore InformationMore InformationMore InformationMore Information
goleader.comgoleader.comgoleader.comgoleader.comgoleader.com
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- Provide Leadership 
- Get Results 
- Focus on Services/Safety 
- Provide Transparency 

VOTE NOVEMBER 8th FOR GREG ROMER 
FOR 4th WARD COUNCILMAN 

Greg Romer 
For Westfield Town Council 

 
www.gregromer2011.com 

 
***Please see our full-page ad in this issue of the Leader*** 

Paid for by: Westfield Democratic Committee, 527 Shackamaxon Drive, Westfield, NJ 

Election Campaign 2011
New Jersey State Senate, LD21

Two-Year Term (Pick One of Two)

Senate: Paul Swanicke, Warren
DEM, Challenger, Candidate’s Bio

Paul Swanicke

Assembly: Jon Bramnick, Westfield
 GOP, Incumbent, Candidate’s Bio

Assembly: Nancy Munoz, Summit
GOP, Incumbent, Candidate’s Bio

Jon Bramnick

New Jersey State General Assembly – Legislative District 21
Two-Year Terms (Pick Two of Four)

Assembly: Norman Albert, Cranford
DEM, Challenger, Candidate’s Bio

Assembly: Bruce Bergen, Springfield
DEM, Challenger, Candidate’s Bio

Senate: Tom Kean, Jr., Westfield
GOP, Incumbent, Candidate’s Bio

 Contact: senkean@njleg.org;
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. is the Senate

Minority Leader. He was appointed
to the New Jersey General Assembly
in April 2001 to fill out the unexpired
term of Alan Augustine. He
then was elected to a full
term in the Assembly in No-
vember 2001.

In March 2003, he was
appointed to the New Jersey
Senate to fill out the unex-
pired term of Rich Bagger.
In November 2003, he was
elected to a full four-year
term. In 2004, Mr. Kean was
elected Senate Minority
Whip, a position he held until 2007
when he was named Minority Leader.

He currently serves on the Senate
Commerce, Education, Legislative
Oversight and Legislative Services
Committees.

He was one of only 24 elected offi-
cials from across the nation to be
chosen as a distinguished Aspen Rodel
Fellow in Public Service in 2005. In
2002, he was named one of 40 state
leaders from the entire nation to be

recognized as a Toll Fellow by the
Council of State Governments for high
achievement and service to state gov-
ernment.

Mr. Kean ran unsuccessfully for
Congress in the Republican
Primary Election in 2000 and
was the party’s nominee
against Robert Menendez for
the U.S. Senate in 2006.

Prior to entering politics,
Mr. Kean was an aide to the
late Congressman Bob
Franks and was a special as-
sistant at the United States
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

He has also been a volunteer
firefighter and a volunteer emergency
medical technician.

Mr. Kean holds B.A. degree from
Dartmouth College in history and a
doctorate from the Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts Univer-
sity in International Relations.

Mr. Kean, the son of former Gover-
nor Thomas H. Kean, resides in
Westfield with his wife, Rhonda, and
their two daughters.

Tom Kean, Jr.

Paul Swanicke, an attorney from
Warren Township, has been a
member of the New Jersey
and Illinois Bars, and United
States District Court and Dis-
trict Court of New Jersey since
1977.

After receiving a B.A. un-
dergraduate degree at Mount
Saint Mary’s College in 1973,
Mr. Swanicke continued to
earn his J.D. from The John
Marshall Law School in 1977.
His professional experience
includes prior positions as a corporate
attorney with Chicago Title Insurance

Company, Chicago, Ill. from 1977 to
1980, then as a corporate at-
torney with Inland Real Es-
tate Corporation, Oak Brook,
Ill. from 1980 to 1987. Mr.
Swanicke served as partner
with Wilentz Goldman
Spitzer, P.A. of Woodbridge
from 1987 to 1996.

He has had a small practice
in the Warren area since 1996,
specializing in residential and
commercial real estate trans-
actions, land use, banking,

corporate transactions and environmen-
tal law.

Assemblyman Jon M. Bramnick is
seeking a fifth term in the New Jersey
General Assembly representing Dis-
trict 21. Assemblyman Bramnick was
selected by his colleagues to serve as
the Conference Leader,
making him the second
highest ranking member of
the Republican Caucus in
the Assembly. He is also the
ranking member of the As-
sembly Law and Public
Safety Committee and a
member of the State House
Commission and Bipartisan
Leadership Committee. He
previously served as chair-
man of the Assembly Republican
Policy Committee and as the Assem-
bly Republican Whip.

Assemblyman Bramnick served on
the Plainfield City Council from 1984
to 1991. He was an assistant profes-
sor of business law at Rider Univer-
sity from 1984 to 1989 and an ad-
junct professor of business law at
Rutgers University from 1989 to
1990, where he won the “Inspira-
tional Professor of the Year” Award.

Assemblyman Bramnick is also a
partner in the law firm of Bramnick,
Rodriguez, Mitterhoff, Grabas and
Woodruff, based in Scotch Plains. He
was admitted to the New York Bar in

1978 and the New Jersey
Bar in 1984. He is a certi-
fied civil trial attorney and a
frequent lecturer for both
the New Jersey Institute for
Continuing Legal Educa-
tion and the American As-
sociation for Justice. In
2001, he served as Presi-
dent of the Richard J.
Hughes Inns of Court, an
association of professional

attorneys dedicated to teaching young
attorneys. In 2007, he was named the
“Professional Attorney of the Year”
by the Union County Bar Associa-
tion.

Assemblyman Bramnick holds a
B.A. in political science from Syra-
cuse University and received his J.D.
from Hofstra University’s School of
Law. He resides in Westfield with his
wife Patricia and has two grown chil-
dren, Brent and Abigail.

Nancy Munoz was appointed dur-
ing a special convention to the New
Jersey General Assembly in
2009 to fill the vacancy fol-
lowing the death of husband,
Assemblyman Eric Munoz.
She later won a three-candi-
date-contested Primary that
June and was elected to a
two-year term in November
2009.

 A nurse, she serves on the
Assembly Health and Se-
nior Services Committee and
the Assembly Tourism and the Arts

Committee.
 A resident of Summit, Mrs. Munoz

holds a B.S. and a M.S., both
in nursing, from Skidmore
College and Hunter College,
respectively. She has worked
as a nurse at Massachusetts
General Hospital, the Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center, and
Overlook Medical Center,
and has worked as a risk care
manager for Continental In-
surance Health Care.

 She has five children with
her late husband.

Nancy Munoz

Norman Albert

Norman Albert, a resident of
Cranford, is a private practice attor-
ney with over 22 years experience in
the areas of litigation and
labor and employment law
for private entities and pub-
lic institutions.

He has significant experi-
ence in the areas of Munici-
pal Government, including
the prosecution and defense
of traffic offenses, criminal
violations and Township Or-
dinances, negotiation of col-
lective bargaining agree-
ments and the handling, settlement,
negotiation, resolution and trial of
litigation matters.

Since 2009, he has worked with
Albert DiRado and Kojac, LLC, spe-
cializing in Municipal Law, labor and
employment law, personal injury liti-
gation, and the general practice of
law representing labor organizations,
individuals and small businesses.

From 2005 to 2009, he worked as
a solo practitioner, specializing in
Municipal Law, labor and employ-
ment law, personal injury litigation,
and the general practice of law repre-

senting labor organizations, individu-
als and small businesses.

Since 1997, he has been the First
Deputy County Counsel for
Union County. His primary
responsibilities and focus
was on the defense of county
government, constitutional
officers and various depart-
ments of county government
in tort claim and other litiga-
tion. He was also respon-
sible for overseeing outside
counsel in complex federal
court litigation, including the

defense of prisoner litigation, em-
ployee discrimination claims and en-
vironmental landfill litigation.

Mr. Albert received his Juris Doc-
torate from The University of Penn-
sylvania Law School in 1985 and his
Bachelor of Arts degree from Rutgers
College in 1982.

Married with three children, Mr.
Albert was the mayor of Cranford in
1995 and a member of the township
committee between 1993 an 1995.
He also served as the chairman of the
Cranford Democratic Committee
from 2007 to 2010.

Bruce Bergen is an attorney with
Krevsky, Silber and Bergen
in Cranford. He has been
township attorney for the
Township of Springfield for
the past 18 years.

A 1973 graduate from
Cranford High School, he
earned his B.A. in Psychol-
ogy and Sociology from
Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity in 1977 and his J.D.
from Seton Hall School of
Law in 1980. In 2005, he was awarded
a Diplomate in Local Government
Law by Rutgers University and the
New Jersey Institute of Local Gov-
ernment Attorneys.

He was Congressman Mathew

Rinaldo’s last opponent in 1990 and
previously ran for the As-
sembly in 2005, 2007 and
2009.

Mr. Bergen and his wife,
Jodi, have two children.

He has served as attorney
to the Springfield Board of
Health and the Springfield
Rent Leveling Board and is
a past president and current
member of the Board of
Trustees of the Cranford

Rotary Club.
He served for many years as the

president of the Union County Legal
Services Corp. and has served on the
board of the Central Jersey Legal
Services.

Bruce Bergen

Legislative District 21 Senate 2-yr. (pick one); Assembly 2-yr. (pick two)

 For Senate GOP Tom Kean Jr, Westfield (I) For Senate DEM Paul Swanicke, Warren

 For Assembly GOP Jon Bramnick, Westfield (I) For Assembly DEM Bruce Bergen, Springfield

 For Assembly GOP Nancy Munoz, Summit (I) For Assembly DEM Norman Albert, Cranford

Learn more about the candidatesLearn more about the candidatesLearn more about the candidatesLearn more about the candidatesLearn more about the candidates
www.goleader.com/11_election/www.goleader.com/11_election/www.goleader.com/11_election/www.goleader.com/11_election/www.goleader.com/11_election/
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Senator Tom Kean

Westfield is our home.

Control property taxes.

Create permanent jobs.

Provide our children a world-class education.
Paid for by Kean for Senate

Ron Gravino, Treasurer
PO Box 225

Colonia, NJ 07067

Bramnick
Earns
Respect
Statewide:

BRAMNICK
Vote Tuesday, November 8th

S T A T E  A S S E M B L Y

www.votebramnick.com
Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield.

2011 Chamber of Commerce

Legislator of the Year

2011 Rider University

Law and Justice

Achievement Award

Echoes-Sentinel
May 21, 2009

We have always been impressed

with Bramnick…He is respected by

his peers in the Assembly, earning the

position of Minority Whip with

widespread speculation that he would

fill the powerful role of Speaker if his

party ever regained control of the

state Assembly…
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Election Campaign 2011

After 8 years it’s time for a new team in Borough Hall... 
               

Jason Benedict & Nicole Cole           Joe BrittJason Benedict & Nicole Cole           Joe Britt
for Fanwood Borough Council                             for Mayorfor Fanwood Borough Council                             for Mayor

FANWOOD REPUBLICANS… FANWOOD REPUBLICANS… BRITT, BENEDICT & COLEBRITT, BENEDICT & COLE
giving you a choice for who manages your tax dollars and Borough services.giving you a choice for who manages your tax dollars and Borough services.

Paid by:  Fanwood Republican Campaign Committee, Joel Stroz, Treasurer, 22 Helen St., Fanwood, NJ  07023 

Borough of Fanwood
Mayor – Four-Year Term, Pick One

Council – Three-Year Terms, Pick Two

THE DEMOCRATIC SLATE...Candidate Kevin Boris, right, and incumbent
councilman Russell Huegel flank incumbent Mayor Colleen Mahr.

THE GOP TICKET...Republican mayoral candiate Joe Britt, right, is pictured
with council challengers Jason Benedict and Nicole Cole.

Fanwood Council: Russell Huegel
DEM, Incumbent, Candidate Bio

Fanwood Council: Kevin Boris
DEM, Challenger, Candidate Bio

For Mayor: Colleen Mahr
DEM, Incumbent, Candidate Bio

For Mayor: Joe Britt
GOP, Challenger, Candidate Bio

Fanwood Council: Jason Benedict
GOP, Challenger, Candidate Bio

Fanwood Council: Nicole Cole
GOP, Challenger, Candidate Bio

I am proud of the work I have been
able to accomplish for Fanwood and
appreciate the opportunity to continue
to help provide the leadership Fanwood
needs to make progress while main-
taining our strong sense of community.

I am proud of my many accomplish-
ments during my first two terms. I have
been able to minimize our tax burden
with the minimal amount of tools that
are available to towns. I have done this
through a variety of creative strategies;
substantial progress on our uniquely
Fanwood downtown and through the
expansion of our shared services with
any and all agencies that I could find.

I understand that being a leader re-
quires creative thinking on how we

deliver our basic core services, and I
am proud to the role we have played in
being the first Union County munici-
pality to outsource our public safety
dispatching program. I have also made
the tough choices to reduce the size of
local government by reducing the
Fanwood workforce while maintain-
ing the same level of services you’ve
come to expect.

Fanwood is family-friendly, and I
want to keep it that way. My family and
I have put down roots in this commu-
nity, and I have to make sure Fanwood
stays the community we all love so that
my three sons, Liam, Daniel and Colin,
can grow up and continue to live in this
wonderful community we call home.

Mayoral candidate Joe Britt has
lived in Fanwood for over 20 years,
where he has been an active member
of All Saints’ Church and served on
the Fanwood Board of Health and the
Board of Directors of Resolve Com-
munity Counseling Center.

Joe is employed by CSI Technol-
ogy Group in Woodbridge and is re-
sponsible for managing data systems
for county prosecutors and state law
enforcement agencies. Before join-
ing CSI, Britt served the residents of

New Jersey as Chief of Staff for the
Department of Banking and as Di-
rector of Election Services with the
Department of State. He is a graduate
of Kean College and obtained a
Master’s degree of Education at Se-
ton Hall University.

With his extensive background in
governmental affairs and his detail-
oriented nature, Joe will provide the
seasoned experience needed to move
Fanwood forward in these difficult
economic times.

I am proud to serve the people of
Fanwood and providing strong lead-
ership, as we addressed the many
challenging issues during these
unique economic times. It is critical,
now, more than ever, for government
to adapt and control our own destiny

As a sole proprietorship attorney, I
am well aware of the importance of
re-imagining the way government
does business, including ways to re-
duce staff without adversely impact-
ing services. During my tenure as the
liaison to the Department of Public
Works, we are the first Department in
New Jersey to enter into a relation-
ship to augment our staff of dedi-

cated employees with individuals
currently unemployed. Additionally,
we led the way in expanding our
shared services by outsourcing our
public safety dispatching system to
Union County.

I am a strong proponent that we
must continue to actively search for
more ways to share services in the
years ahead.

My wife and our two daughters
feel fortunate to live in Fanwood and
be surrounded by such supportive
neighbors. I ask for your support so
that I can continue to lead our com-
munity in meeting these future chal-
lenges.

Council candidate Jason Benedict
has been employed by Fordham Uni-
versity for 20 years and is their Execu-
tive Director of Information Security
and Chief Information Security Of-
ficer. Along with a team of executive
decision makers, Jason oversees the
strategic direction of Information Tech-
nology while maintaining operational
responsibilities in the area of IT Secu-
rity.

Jason is responsible for both direct
and indirect management of over 100
IT professionals, maintains a multi-
million-dollar budget and provides
competitive advantage for his organi-
zation. This experience speaks to his
ability to succeed in the non-profit arena

– managing through influence and
maintaining an unwavering proven goal
orientation.

Not one to sit still, Jason already
serves Fanwood as a trustee on the
Board of the Fanwood Community
Foundation, was named one of the top
25 “CIO Ones to Watch” in 2010 and
was nominated for the Computerworld
Premier IT 100 award in 2011. He is
also the Emeritus Chair of the Ameri-
can Jesuit Colleges and Universities
Inter-institution Mentoring Program.

When he is not spending time with
his 2-year-old son, Logan, and his lovely
wife, Jenifer, Jason can be found fixing
up his historic home on North Avenue,
adjacent to the borough DPW.

Council candidate Nicole Cole
brings a youthful perspective to local
government, as well as some serious
credentials. Nicole holds a law degree
from The Catholic University of
America, Columbus School of Law
and a Bachelor of Arts in English from
the University of Nebraska.

She is admitted to practice law in
New Jersey and Maryland. Ms. Cole
began her legal career with the New
Jersey Legislature in the Senate Re-
publican Office, where she researched
and advised on legislation and public
policy. In that capacity, she conducted

legislative research for the Joint Com-
mittee on Government Consolidation
and Shared Services for the
Legislature’s special session on prop-
erty tax reform.

Ms. Cole is currently a government
affairs professional with Princeton
Public Affairs Group, where she ad-
vocates on behalf of a diverse array of
clients, including NJ Head Start Asso-
ciation, County SPCAs, preschools,
veterinarians and solar- and renew-
able-energy companies. Nicole resides
on Herbert Avenue with her husband,
Peter, and their two rescued dogs.

I have been a member of the
Fanwood Planning Board for the past
three years and presently serve as the
board chairman. I have been ex-
tremely proud to see the changes and
improvements to the downtown area,
which reflects the vision of our resi-
dents and brings forth a strong sense
of community.

My background in municipal law
is one of my greatest assets. Specifi-
cally, I currently serve as counsel to
the North Brunswick Planning Board,
and my firm also acts as counsel to

the Township of Monroe. Through
these experiences, I have gained an
insight into the challenges that mu-
nicipalities face on a daily basis.

My wife, Jessica, and I moved to
Fanwood because we enjoy the fam-
ily-friendly atmosphere, and we look
forward to raising our daughters,
Emma and Bronwyn, here. As a mem-
ber of the Borough Council, I will
work to ensure that it remains a vi-
brant and financially affordable com-
munity. I welcome your support and
look forward to serving Fanwood.

January 6, 2011...Assemblywoman Linda Stender administers the oath of
office to Fanwood Councilman Anthony Parenti.

Fanwood Borough Mayor 4-yr. (pick one); Council 3-yr.

For Mayor DEM Colleen Mahr (I)

For Council DEM Russell Huegel (I)

For Council DEM Kevin Boris

For Mayor GOP Joseph Britt

For Council GOP Jason Benedict

For Council GOP Nicole Cole

See more at
goleader.com
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THIS TUESDAY

Fanwood’s future is at stake
and there’s a clear choice 

for Mayor and Council

COLLEEN

MAHR
Mayor

RUSSELL

HUEGEL
Council

KEVIN

BORIS
Council

www.Facebook.com/MahrTeam | On the Web at www.FanwoodDems.com

Vote The Mahr Team Nov. 8  ✔ For All The Right Reasons

MAYOR MAHR’S TEAM:
A record of accomplishment, 
a plan for the future.
✔ Reduced workforce for a smaller, more efficient local government, with

budgets well under the 2% state tax cap.

✔ Generated $9 million in new rateables and over $2 million in grants for local
improvements.

✔ Led the fight to implement more shared services with county and local
communities saving hundreds of thousands of tax dollars…prepared to do
more.

✔ Promoted responsible redevelopment for new businesses, creating a vibrant
downtown…with more on its way!

Paid for by The Fanwood Democratic Committee, Patricia Plante, Treasurer

“There is a clear choice of
leadership in Fanwood for
the next four years. My team
has worked hard to put our
town on the right track, and
I humbly ask for your
continued support, along
with a vote for my running
mates, Russell and Kevin,
on November 8th.”

— Mayor Colleen Mahr

Mayor Mahr’s Team is working hard to move Fanwood forward and set
the foundation for a stable and thriving future for our community.

Mayor Mahr’s Team is working hard to move Fanwood forward and set
the foundation for a stable and thriving future for our community.
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V O T E  D E M O C R A T I C

TO GARWOOD COUNCIL
Our Plan:

Garwood Council
Three-Year Terms (Pick Two of Four)

Louis Petruzzelli and Sara Todisco

Mountainside Borough
Mayor 4-Yr. Term; Council 3-Yr. Terms; (unopposed)

Mayor Paul Mirabelli,
left, who served as coun-
cilman for 13 years, will
return as mayor, where
he has served since 2009.

Deanna Andre, two
years as council-
woman, and Keith
Turner, 20 years serv-
ing on council, will con-
tinue their runs.

Council: Louis Petruzzelli
DEM, Incumbent, Candidate Bio

Council: Sara Todisco
DEM, Incumbent, Candidate Bio

Council: Carol Kearney
GOP, Challenger, Candidate Bio

Council: Steven Blaufeder
GOP, Challenger, Candidate Bio

Councilman Petruzzelli has resided
in Garwood for the past 18 years with
his wife, Jacqueline, and three chil-
dren.

Seeking his second term on coun-
cil, Petruzzelli has served as Fire
Commissioner, Athletic Field Com-
plex Project Representative, and Li-
brary Board Representative, just to
name a few.

President and owner of Accent
Electric Corporation for the last 21
years, Petruzzelli understands the role
of a hard-working and fiscally re-
sponsible leader as well as team
player.

Community involvement includes
baseball, football, and basketball
coach as well as member of the
Garwood Chamber of Commerce.

Councilwoman Todisco, a lifelong,
fourth-generation Garwood resident,
was appointed in May to fill the
council’s vacant seat. She is looking
forward to remain on council to con-
tinue moving Garwood forward.

Todisco, who graduated Summa
Cum Laude from Northeastern Uni-
versity with a history degree and mi-
nors in education and business, is a
social studies teacher in the
Guttenberg Public School system.

She is lookingforward to continue
providing fresh perspectives on com-
munity affairs.

CurrentCouncil committee assign-
ments include Finance, Recreation,
Celebrations, Board of Health and
Union County Air Traffic Noise Ad-
visory Board. Todisco’s involvement
in the community includes softball
coach, member of the GarwoodLions
Club and member of the Education
Foundation of Garwood.

Carol Kearney, the owner of Unique
Cruise and Travel, worked as a real
estate agent for 20 years and was a legal
assistant in defense litigation and real
estate law. A coordinator for soccer and
Little League for the Township of
Union, she was a fundraising volunteer
for Oratory Prep in Summit.

If elected to the council for the Bor-
ough of Garwood, she would work to
accomplish the following primary
goals:

Promoting Garwood to attract new
businesses to the borough, continuing
to explore cost-saving options for her

fellow residents while still providing
top-notch services that the borough is
known for and ensuring that senior
citizens have adequate space for their
meetings and events.

“I feel the transparency of the mayor
and council under the new administra-
tion is moving the borough in the right
direction,” she said. “I will support and
work with the mayor and council to
achieve the best government and ser-
vice for all residents of Garwood.”

Mrs. Kearney graduated Katherine
Gibbs Business School and attended
Union County College.

Steven Blaufeder operates a small
business: He owns and manages TT
Cycles, a custom motorcycle import/
export business in Berkeley Heights.

Mr. Blaufeder wants to share his
knowledge of what works for success
and rebuild the relationships between
Garwood’s business owners/operators
and the municipality.

The candidate said he believes “there
is a definite void in communication
between borough hall and the local
business owners that should be re-
kindled if we are to keep from having
for-rent signs popping up.”

Mr. Blaufeder said that any plans for

successful redevelopment on the North
and South Avenue corridors will be
dependent on how the borough re-
sponds to the needs of the entrepre-
neurs seeking to settle in the borough
and co-existing with those already here.

He said there is a lot of work to do at
borough hall.

“The current Republican-led admin-
istration is just getting started and cer-
tainly needs help going forward to meet
their goals.” He also said that more
likeminded thinkers on the council can
only help to more rapidly bring about
the changes that will ultimately benefit
the residents.

Carol Kearney and Steven Blaufeder

Cranford Township Committee 3-yr. (pick two)

DEM Daniel Aschenbach (I)

DEM Thomas Hannen Jr (I)

GOP Andis Kalnins

GOP Lisa Adubato Nesi

Kenilworth Borough Mayor 4-yr. (pick one); Council 3-yr. (pick two)

For Mayor GOP Kathi Fiamingo (I) For Mayor DEM Peter Corvelli For Mayor IND Walter Sosnosky

For Council GOP Scott Klinder (I) FOR Council DEM Anthony DeLuca (I)

For Council GOP Toni Giordano For Council DEM Kay Anne Ceceri

Summit City Mayor 4-yr. (pick one) Council-at-Large 2-yr. (pick one); Council 3-yr. (pick one from each Ward)

For Mayor GOP Ellen Dickson For Mayor DEM Eileen Ludden For Mayor IND Mike Vernotico

For Council-at-Large GOP Gregory Drummond For Council-at-Large DEM Susan Hairston

For Council First Ward GOP Robert Rubino For Council First Ward DEM Sandra Bloom

For Council Second Ward GOP Patrick Hurley For Council Second Ward DEM Dennis White

DEM Stephen Yellin

DEM Jamie Divine-Cadavid

Mountainside Borough Mayor 4-yr. (pick one); Council 3-yr. 

 For Mayor GOP Paul Mirabelli (I - Mayor)

 GOP Keith Turner (I)

 GOP Deanna Andre (I)

Berkeley Heights Township Committee 3-yr. (pick two)

GOP Robert Woodruff (I)

GOP Jeanne Kingsley

For Mayor DEM No candidate filed

DEM No candidate filed

DEM No candidate filed

“Garwood is a very unique commu-
nity,” Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said.
The mayor marveled at how the commu-
nity comes together in support of its
children, making school events “stand-
ing-room only.”

While people may think of Garwood
as retail and industrial buildings as they
drive through on North and South Av-
enues, the mayor said that if they turn off
the main streets, they will find quiet neigh-
borhoods and dead-end streets where kids
play baseball and ride bikes.
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Kearney &
Blaufeder

LISTENING TO
RESIDENTS

CAROLKEARNEY

Paid for by the Garwood Republican Campaign,

Patricia Quattrocchi, Treasurer w
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STEVENBLAUFEDER

G A R W O O D  B O R O U G H  C O U N C I L

Garwood’s
Republican
Team

 
 

Assemblywoman Nancy F. Muñoz 
 

Proudly Serving the Residents of Union, 
Morris and Somerset Counties 

 
� Supported reforms that will save 21st District 

taxpayers nearly $4 million alone next year. 
 

� Working to improve access to healthcare for families 
and seniors. 

 

� A mother of five and longtime community 
volunteer. 

 
Vote MUÑOZ Tuesday, November 8th 

 
Paid by Nancy Muñoz for Assembly, Emily Wexler, Treasurer, Summit, NJ 07901 

For Freeholder: Angel Estrada, Eliz.
DEM, Incumbent, Candidate Bio

For Freeholder: Chris Hudak, Linden
DEM, Incumbent, Candidate Bio

Vernell Wright of Union is a re-
tired Township of Union elementary
principal as well as an adjunct super-
visor at Kean University. She had
served 36 years in the Township of
Union Public Schools.

Her positions included: Principal
of Hannah Caldwell, Principal of Cen-
tral-Five, Principal of Central-Six,
community coordinator, assistant di-
rector of Community Relations, Sci-
ence Department supervisor and
teacher.

She is a current member of the
Union County Cultural and Heritage
Programs Advisory Board.

In 2000, the Hannah Caldwell PTA
established the Vernell Wright Sci-
ence Award, which is awarded annu-
ally to a Union High School senior.

Her many organizational affilia-
tions include: The Boylan-Haven
Mather Academy National Alumni
Association; First Baptist Church,
Vauxhall; Phi Delta Kappa, Montclair
State University Chapter; the Tri-City
Branch, NAACP; the Vauxhall Se-
nior Citizens Group, and the Vauxhall
Historical Society.

Angel Estrada

Chris Hudak

Freeholder Angel Estrada was first
elected to the Freeholder Board in
1999. He served as Free-
holder Chairman in 2004 and
as Vice-Chairman the previ-
ous year. He was re-elected
to a fourth term in 2008.

He was previously elected
to the Elizabeth Board of
Education in 1994 and re-
elected in 1997. Freeholder
Estrada was active in com-
munity issues and served for
many years in several Par-
ent-Teacher Organizations, often as
president.

As Freeholder Chairman in 2008,
he presided over the expansion of
shared county-local services, Phase 3
of the Workforce Competitiveness
Project, and Go Green, a comprehen-
sive environmental program. He
worked with the United Way to help
bring the “211” information line to
Union County.

Freeholder Estrada also supported
the Freeholder Scholars initiative,
which provides scholarships to Union
County College for eligible residents
and helped implement the Access 2000
initiative, providing school districts
with funds for computers, Internet
access and technology education for
teachers.

As chairman of the Open Space
Trust Fund Committee in 2005, Free-

holder Estrada oversaw the
distribution of more than
$1.4 million for Children’s
Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation. He is also Chair-
man of the board’s Fiscal
Affairs Committee.

Mr. Estrada is a member
of the Board of Trustees of
Meadowlinks, and is also an
alternate member of the
North Jersey Transportation

Planning Authority. In 2007 and 2008
Freeholder Estrada was elected vice-
president of the National Association
of Hispanic County Officials. He emi-
grated from Cuba to the United States
49 years ago and has made Elizabeth
his home ever since.

He earned Bachelor of Arts degrees
in History and Spanish from Kean
College (now Kean University) in
Union.

Professionally, Mr. Estrada had
managed the New Jersey Motor Ve-
hicle Commission’s office in Eliza-
beth. He also worked in management,
planning, budgeting and human re-
sources for various organizations.

Freeholder Estrada and his wife,
Teresa, have three children and two
grandchildren.

Christopher Hudak was appointed
to the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders in December 2010 to fill
an unexpired term on the board left by
the resignation of Rick Proctor, the
new mayor of Rahway.

 A lifelong resident of Lin-
den, Freeholder Hudak most
recently served for several
years beginning in 2006 as
the manager of the New Jer-
sey Division of Motor Ve-
hicles in Rahway. He over-
saw more than 50 employees
and the day-to-day operations
of one of New Jersey’s six
Super DMV Agencies. He was re-
sponsible for the processing of more
than 300,000 yearly transactions, and
supervised the collection of over $10
million in state revenue annually.

 Freeholder Hudak also served as
public affairs director for Partnership
for a Drug-Free New Jersey (PDFNJ)
for four years was chief of staff and

director of communications for the
late former Assemblyman and State
Senator Joseph Suliga of Linden for
several years.

 Freeholder Hudak sits on the board
of the Tri-County Red Cross
(now the Raritan Valley
Chapter based in Westfield),
and is serves on the Linden
City Rent Leveling Board.
He is a member of the Lin-
den Knights of Columbus,
a parishioner at St. John’s
Roman Catholic Church in
Clark and a member of the
National Eagle Scout Asso-

ciation.
 Freeholder Hudak holds a Master’s

Degree in Public Administration from
Kean University and is a graduate of
Rutgers University, where he majored
in political science. He is a graduate of
Roselle Catholic High School. Mr.
Hudak and his wife, Terri, reside in
Linden with their infant daughter.

For Freeholder: Vernell Wright, Union
DEM, Challenger, Candidate Bio

(Continued on next column)

Vernell Wright

Edwin Ortiz, Elizabeth
GOP, Challenger

Andy Smith, Summit
GOP, Challenger

Vernell Wright
(continued)

Freeholder Candidates
(continued next Page)
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For Freeholder: Edwin Ortiz, Elizabeth
GOP, Challenger, Candidate Bio

For Freeholder: Andrew Smith, Summit
GOP, Challenger, Candidate Bio

Freeholder Candidates
(Continued from previous page)

Edwin Ortiz was born and raised in
the South Bronx on December 24,
1965. A byproduct of the public-
education system, he started his ca-
reer in politics at the age of 18, orga-
nizing the tenants in his condemned
building to stand up to city officials
and demand rehabilitation of their
living quarters instead of demolition.
As a result of advocating for tenants
and lobbying City Hall, Mr. Ortiz
was successful in obtaining a federal
grant of over $5 million that was
invested in the much-needed reser-
vations for the building.

Mr. Ortiz was appointed by Bor-
ough President Fernando Ferrer as
the youngest member to Community
Board 6 of the Bronx at the age of 19.

 In 1986, Mr. Ortiz spearheaded a
cleanup campaign involving 10 youth
to compete with 11 other groups

throughout the borough ultimately
winning and resulted in all youth
going to an all expensed paid trip to
Walt Disney in Orlando, Fla.

 He worked with law enforcement
to crack down on businesses selling
alcohol and tobacco to minors. At 21,
he founded a non-profit called
YAADA (Young Adults Against
Drugs and Alcohol).

  Today, Mr. Ortiz aspires to win the
position of Freeholder in the County of
Union. His current community is also
in desperate need of resources. He hopes
to put an end to the practice of double
dipping (holding two elected offices
simultaneously). He believes this
money can be better allocated to serve
the needs of his district. He also hopes
to promote fiscal accountability, gov-
ernment transparency, and property tax
reductions.

Andrew Smith has been active in
his community since moving to Sum-
mit in 2006, serving on the Summit
Health Board, being elected Vice
Chairman of the Summit Republican
City Committee, and serving as the
Adjutant General of American Le-
gion Post 322, among other civic
activities.

 Mr. Smith is an attorney who
started his own successful law prac-
tice, Smith + Schwartzstein LLC, in
2009, after working at one of New
Jersey’s largest law firms, Gibbons
P.C. Andy’s experience starting and
running a small business gives him
insight into the needs of small busi-

nesses and the role of government in
their survival and prosperity.

 Between college at Rochester In-
stitute of Technology and law school
at Boston College, he served as an
Artillery Officer at the rank of Cap-
tain in the United States Army de-
ploying to overseas locations such as
Bosnia and South Korea.

This leadership experience was
invaluable, and he plans to rely on
these leadership and managerial skills
as a Freeholder.

 Mr. Smith lives in Summit with
his wife Kathryn, his 4-year-old son
Gavin, 2-year-old daughter Charlotte,
and one-year old son Matthew.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky Commentary:
‘No Justification’ For Causing Undue Alarm to Residents

“They call this the silly season of poli-
tics for a reason,” according to Dr. Larry
J. Sabato, a Rhodes Scholar and director
of the nonpartisan University of Virginia’s
Center for Politics. “Unfortunately, it is
one of the main reasons people are turned
off by politics.”

Like most of you, I have been reading
the campaign literature mailed to
Westfield residents and printed in the
local media. While I understand that ev-
ery candidate wants to win your vote, I
am extremely disturbed by the emer-
gence in our town of the politics of fear
and alarm.

To mislead the public, be it deliber-
ately or simply out of ignorance, in order
to create a “crisis” where none actually
exists is doing a grave disservice to our
community. There is absolutely no justi-
fication for causing undue alarm to our
residents.

After reading some of the campaigns’
claims, I, as the mayor representing all of
the people of Westfield, feel a tremen-
dous responsibility to correct the misin-
formation being circulated.

The townspeople deserve facts and
reassurances in these challenging times,
not fabricated, self-serving drama for the
sake of a political campaign. I do not
intend to name names, as my problem is
with the facts and the campaign, not the
individual.

Space limitations prevent me from
countering every misstatement of fact, so
I will focus on the ones that may cause the
most alarm or concern to the residents.

In governing, it is important that we
balance the needs of our residents with
our duty to be responsible stewards of
our limited resources. It is no secret that
I have been working during my entire
tenure to get spending down to sustain-
able levels. Every department has had to
contribute to this effort.

There have been reductions in staffing
levels. However, there have been no cuts
that would compromise the public’s
safety. It is so important to remind every-
one that the council members and I live in
this town.

We all have family and neighbors here
that we care deeply about. I know I am
speaking for everyone on the council
when I say that public safety is of the
utmost importance.

Let me assure you that the police chief
and the fire chief have used every oppor-
tunity to advocate for their respective
departments, and I sincerely respect their
commitment to their profession, and I
commend their dedication to their ranks.
While budget constraints are a reality, I
applaud their management skills in con-
stantly finding ways to maintain opti-
mum service levels.

Some campaigns allege that the town
council reduced staffing in the fire de-
partment, affecting its ability to fight
fires. I find this allegation to be the most
egregious of all, and I want to assure all
residents that they should rest easy, as the
town has a very dedicated and well-trained

professional fire department at its ser-
vice.

Westfield is very fortunate to have
what is referred to as a combination fire
department – that is a paid department
supplemented by volunteers.

There are four platoons of paid
firefighters, two platoons of seven and
two platoons of eight. Firefighters work
24 hours on and 72 hours off, or about 91
24-hour days per year, not inclusive of
vacation or sick time.

There have been no layoffs of
firefighters, but there have been reduc-
tions over the past three years due to
attrition. As firefighters retired, the fis-
cally responsible question we had to ask
is, do we really need nine lieutenants and
two deputy chiefs? Are we top-heavy?

We did reduce the number of deputy
chiefs from two to one, and the number of
lieutenants from nine to six. The town
also maintains a “minimum-manning”
level.

That is, if a platoon on duty drops
below six firefighters because a firefighter
has called out sick or is on vacation,
another firefighter is called in to maintain
the minimum-manning level. Westfield
has two fire stations, which are, at the
minimum, staffed three and three.

In addition to our paid firefighters and
volunteers, Union County has a highly
structured system of Mutual Aid (M/A),
in which all 21 municipalities share re-
sources to help each other through emer-
gencies. This system provides great depth
in apparatus and manpower availability.
So far this year, Westfield has requested
M/A on 16 occasions, and we have pro-
vided M/A to other towns on 30 occa-
sions.

In the case of the Ferraro’s fire, there
were six Westfield firefighters on duty
when the call was received. The Battalion
Commander on duty immediately as-
sessed the situation and called for M/A,
issued a recall of two fire platoons and
called in the volunteers. In total, there
were 21 Westfield firefighters at the scene
battling the blaze as well 22 other depart-
ments and almost 100 total firefighters.

What should not be overlooked in the
conversation is that, almost immediately,
there were eight Westfield police officers
on the scene as well. In fact, it was the
Westfield police officers who evacuated
all of the residents from the apartments.
The real story here is that the potential for
loss of life and for an entire city block to
go up in flames was averted due to
Westfield’s emergency services response
as well as the supporting services pro-
vided through Mutual Aid. Campaigns
should be praising the actions of the
town’s firefighters and police officers
rather than trying to scare the residents
with misinformation.

Bond Rating – Some candidates have
claimed that we need to “restore our
town’s bond rating.” That’s funny; isn’t
the town’s current Standard & Poor’s
AAA rating the highest rating possible?
As I explained in my annual letter in-

cluded in everyone’s property tax state-
ment, the town has an effective debt-
management plan in place and only bor-
rows money to fund capital improve-
ments. We recently went to the bond
market to do so and received a very
favorable interest rate of less than 1 per-
cent, no doubt the result of our AAA
rating.

No-bid contracts and the fair and open
process – Some candidates have pro-
claimed that they will “stop giving no-
bid contracts” and use the “fair and open
process for contracts”, implying that the
town is not in full compliance with the
state’s purchasing laws, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
1 et seq.

I can assure residents that the town is in
full compliance with the law and does, in
fact, go out to bid for all contracts that the
law requires. The law does include an
exemption for “professional services
whose practice is regulated by law, and
the performance of which services re-
quires knowledge of an advanced type in
a field of learning acquired by a pro-
longed formal course of specialized in-
struction and study.”

The “pay-to-play” law that went into
effect in 2006 is separate from, but re-
lated to, the purchasing law and was
supposed to prevent local politicians from
rewarding their campaign donors with
municipal contracts. The candidates who
now want to follow the “fair and open
process for all contracts” must have
missed the September 16, 2011 Star-
Ledger article under the headline, “N.J.
Comptroller: Pay-to-Play law is ‘fair and
open in name only.’”

The articles reads: “New Jersey’s pay-
to-play law is ‘fatally flawed’ and has
done little to prevent local politicians
from rewarding their campaign donors
with lucrative city contracts, State Comp-
troller Matthew Boxer said Thursday.”
The article continues, “local governments
are exploiting a huge loophole in the law,
which allows them to award contracts to
any vendor — regardless of how much
money they contribute to candidates —
as long as they use a “fair and open”
decision-making process.

When the law was enacted, we in the
Town of Westfield immediately recog-
nized its flaws and did not exploit the
loophole, choosing instead to follow the
stricter “Alternative” provision of the
law that automatically disqualifies a ven-
dor that makes any political donation of
“at least $300” from receiving a contract
with the town. I know “fair and open”
makes for a great sound bite, but I am
certain that it is not in the best interest of
the residents to opt for that “fatally flawed”
practice.

The budget process – The campaigns
have accused the town of crafting the
budget in secret closed-door meetings,
alleging that there is no public input.
False. The committee process is defined
by local law (Code of the Town of
Westfield), and public hearings on the
budget are mandated by and conducted in

accordance with state law.
Let me take this opportunity to remind

readers of the many ways they can be
informed and involved. All year long,
residents may contact their council repre-
sentatives with their ideas and concerns.
Your council representatives will bring
them to the table on your behalf. Every
year, the annual public presentation of
the budget proposal is posted on the
website along with the budget document
in its entirety, an explanation of “how
your tax dollar is distributed” is included
in a letter to every property owner with
their property tax statement, interviews
with the Finance Committee Chair are
broadcast on TV36, we participate in a
webcast at the Westfield Leader and we
provide an e-mail address
(budget@westfieldnj.gov) for residents
to send their comments to. And, what
could be more transparent than holding
Saturday morning office hours to meet
one-on-one with residents to hear their
concerns and answer their questions?

The Central Avenue pedestrian acti-
vated crosswalk – After years of discus-
sions that began in the 1980s, the town
advocated on behalf of its residents to the
County of Union to provide a safe cross-
ing for primarily, though not exclusively,
the elementary school children from the
eastern side of Central Avenue who need
to cross the busy county (25,000 cars per
day) artery while en route to and from
Jefferson School.

There have been so many discussions
about this crosswalk that, just like in the
game of telephone, with each telling of
the story, the basic facts seem to get
pushed further and further away until the
original story eventually becomes unrec-
ognizable. For a detailed history, please
read my letter to the editor at
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / 1 1 j a n 2 7 /
11jan27.pdf.

I also encourage you to read the
Westfield Police Department’s “Report
on the Effectiveness of the HAWK Pe-
destrian Activated Mid-block Crosswalk
Located on Central Avenue nearest to
Cambridge Road,” which includes cop-
ies of important supporting documenta-
tion. Residents need to be assured that
this crosswalk is the result of a concerted
effort on the part of the town and the
county to address the needs of school-
children to cross a very busy roadway
and the preference of the neighborhoods
that did not want cut-through traffic on
their residential streets. Most importantly,
it is being used by nearly 1,000 people
every month to safely cross Central Av-
enue.

I know that Westfield voters are quite
discerning and demand fact over fiction
in order to make an informed decision.
Thank you for your time to consider the
facts and please remember to vote on
November 8.

Andy Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield

Legislative District 22

For Senate: Ray Lesniak, DEM, Eliz.

For Senate: Helen Rosales, GOP, Eliz.

For Asm.: Joseph Cryan, D, Union

For Asw.: Annette Quijano, D, Eliz.

For Asw.: Linda Stender, D, Scotch Plains

For Asm.: Jerry Green, D, Plainfield

For Senate: Nicholas Scutari, D, Linden

For Senate: Michael Class, R, Middlesex

Legislative District 22 Legislative District 20
For Asm.: Jeffrey First, R, Middlesex

LD22: Nicholas Scutari was elected
to the State Senate in 2003 to repre-
sent the 22nd District.  A lifelong
Linden resident, Senator Scutari be-
gan his career in public service in
1993, when he was elected to the
Linden Board of Education. During
his tenure, he served as Chairman of
the Personnel, Insurance and Athlet-
ics Committees. He was elected to
the Union County Freeholder Board
in 1996. He served as Freeholder
Vice Chairman in 1998 and as Free-
holder Chairman in 1999.

Senator Scutari sponsored a bill
requiring all wireless telephones and
electronic communication devices is-

sued by public entities to be activated
to receive Amber Alerts. He spon-
sored a measure to prohibit the sale
of imitation firearms to persons un-
der the age of 18. In addition, Senator
Scutari is the sponsor of Stevens Law,
which would require the use of
wooden bats in certain sporting events
by anyone under the age of 18.

 A practicing attorney with an office
in Linden, He is a member of the bar in
both New Jersey and New York. He
earned his law degree from Thomas
Cooley Law School in 1993. He gradu-
ated from Kean College with honors
and received his Master’s Degree from
Rutgers University in 1990.

LD22: Michael Class, current
Middlesex Borough councilman and
council president, was elected to a
three-year term that ends December
31. During his term, he has served as
police commissioner in 2009 and as
finance chairman in 2010.

The son of a firefighter, his first
steps towards getting involved with
the community were by joining the
local fire department. As a graduate
of Middlesex County Fire Academy,
he served as a firefighter throughout
the years and has participated in
fundraisers for citizens in need and
worked as a team with Police, OEM,
and EMS personnel on a regular ba-
sis.

During his term in Middlesex, he

has introduced and succeeded at pass-
ing a foreclosed-property ordinance.
This ordinance forces mortgage lend-
ers to maintain the properties of fore-
closed homes, protecting residents
from the blight of abandoned homes.
He has also introduced two munici-
pal budgets that cut the past tax in-
creases by more than 50 percent.

He is the president/principal part-
ner of Robinson Elevator Group.

Mr. Class has said he wants to
bring back “what is important to our
district and what our community truly
needs, which is economic stability
created by employment and develop-
ment in our communities.”

He is married to his wife, Kasi, and
the couple has a son, Mason Joseph.

LD22: Linda Stender of Scotch
Plains was first elected to the New
Jersey General Assembly in 2001.
Mrs. Stender represents the 22nd Leg-
islative District, which includes the
Middlesex County municipalities of
Dunellen and Middlesex; the
Somerset County municipalities of
Green Brook and North Plainfield;
and the Union County municipalities
of Fanwood, Linden, Plainfield,
Rahway, Scotch Plains and Winfield.

She has served as the foundation
director and volunteer coordinator at
Runnells Hospital.

She has served as a board member
and mayor of Fanwood in the early

1990s. Afterwards, she became a
Union County Freeholder between
1994 and 2002.

She ran twice, unsuccessfully, for
the United States House of Repre-
sentatives – District 7, losing to Mike
Ferguson and Leonard Lance in 2006
and 2008, respectively.

In the Assembly since 2002, she
has served as Deputy Speaker of the
Assembly from 2006 to 2009.

Mrs. Stender received her Bach-
elor of Arts degree in interdiscipli-
nary communications from Ameri-
can University. She has three chil-
dren: Caroline, Neil and Tyler; and
one grandchild, Elizabeth Rose.

LD22: Jerry Green is serving his
10th term in the NJ General Assem-
bly. As Speaker Pro Tempore, he rep-
resents the 22nd Legislative District.

Since 2004, he has served as a
member of the Assembly Health and
Human Services Committee. Mr.
Green is currently Chairman of the
Assembly Housing and Local Gov-
ernment Committee. Mr. Green is a
lifetime resident of Union County.

Early in his career, he worked for a
major retail food chain in a manage-
ment position. For the last 30 years,
he has been a self-employed
businessperson and consultant. He
has been an active public servant for
over 25 years. His record includes
two terms as a Union County Free-
holder (1982-84 and 1989-91.)

Mr. Green was one of the facilita-
tors responsible for bringing the
Union County College campus to
Plainfield. He has been in the fore-
front as a Legislator dealing with
environmental issues as well as open
space. Mr. Green has received the

2005 Affordable Housing Award from
the NJ Builders Admin., 2008 The
Housing and Community Develop-
ment Network of NJ Legislator of the
Year , 2009 NJ Builders Assoc. Dis-
tinguished Service Award.

Most recently in 2011 he was a
recipient of the US Senate Proclama-
tion recognizing the NJ Legislative
Black Caucus for its civil and civic
service.

He is a prime sponsor of legislation
dealing with crimes affecting subur-
ban communities. He brings thou-
sands of dollars to the districts to
support senior-citizen issues. Along
with bringing additional funding to
upgrade schools, he has worked to
ensure that area children are edu-
cated in a safe environment.

Mr. Green served with the Salva-
tion Army, participated in numerous
fundraising drives for to fight cancer
and other diseases that affect fami-
lies.

Mr. Green resides in Plainfield,
with his wife, Wanda.

For Asw.: Joan Van Pelt, R, Plainfield

For Asm.: John Donoso, R, Elizabeth

Legislative District 20

LD22: Jeffrey First is a New Jersey
state-licensed nursing home adminis-
trator who has been practicing for
nearly 25 years.

He has also served as a former im-
mediate president for two consecutive
terms at the Society of Licensed Nurs-
ing Home Administrators of New Jer-
sey.

Mr. First is the former vice presi-
dent of the largest medical center in
New Jersey and responsible for the
largest skilled-nursing and rehabilita-
tion center in New Jersey, with a resi-
dent/patient capacity of 691 beds.

Currently, he is an elected council-

man in Middlesex Borough.
He was a former director of various

non-profit organizations concentrat-
ing on: drug and alcohol abuse; he
assisted at a summer camp for men-
tally challenged individuals as well as
pursuing disaster planning and re-
sponse.

“My life work has been to assist
others in need,” he said.

Mr. First is married with two chil-
dren. He attended John Jay College of
Criminal Justice for Government and
Public Administration. His concen-
tration was productivity and human-
resource management.

LD22: Joan Van Pelt is a life-long
resident of the 22nd Assembly Dis-
trict. Born in Muhlenberg Hospital in
Plainfield, she grew up in Fanwood.
After she married, she lived for sev-
eral years in North Plainfield, before
moving to Plainfield 25 years ago.

She is an attorney. She recently re-
tired from the Office of the Public
Defender after 27 years of service and
now maintains a limited private prac-
tice as well as teaching in law schools
and continuing legal education pro-
grams. During her 34-year legal ca-
reer, she managed the Office of the
Public Defender’s Appellate Division,
built and led the Alternative Commit-
ment Unit, litigated death penalty
cases, served as an assistant prosecu-
tor, and was the first woman in New
Jersey to achieve the Supreme Court
designation of Certified Criminal Trial
Attorney.

She is a past member of the New
Jersey Supreme Court Committee on
Criminal Practice, a former trustee of
the Union County Legal Services
Board, and served five years on the

District XII Ethics Committee. She
has been a longtime leader of the
Richard J. Hughes American Inn of
Court, serving as president from 1999
until 2001, and is a past president of
Women Lawyers in Union County.

Ms. Van Pelt lives with her husband,
Jim Pivnichny, who ran for Mayor of
Plainfield in 2009, and their two sons:
Douglas, a law student at Washington
University in St. Louis, and Charles, a
freshman at Richard Stockton Col-
lege, where he also serves on the local
fire department and EMT Squad.

She received her law degree from
Washington University in 1976 and
was admitted to the New Jersey bar
that year. She is a 1973 graduate from
Carleton College, Northfield, Minne-
sota, where she majored in Econom-
ics She is an active member of the
Plainfield community, where she
serves as President of the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church Board
of Trustees. She helped lead the
Plainfield Charter Study Commission
and was a member of the Mayor’s
Citizens Advisory Committee.

LD20: Helen Rosales, an Elizabeth
native, was also born in the county
seat. For the last 10 years, she has
worked as the accounting manager, at
Luminco, Inc.

Her political experience includes
acting as the chairperson of the Eliza-
beth Republican Committee, serving
as a member and treasurer of the Union
County Republican Women, being the

secretary of the Elizabeth City Repub-
lican Committee and being elected
committeewoman to the Union County
Republican Committee.

The 2003 Berkeley College gradu-
ate, who earned a Bachelor of Arts in
Business Administration, is a member
of the national Republican Hispanic
Assembly and the Women’s Political
Caucus of Union County.

LD20: Joseph Cryan was raised in
the Vailsburg section of Newark,
where he attended Sacred Heart
Grammar School and the Seton Hall
Preparatory High School of South
Orange. He graduated summa cum
laude from Belmont Abbey College
with a BA in Business Administra-
tion in 1983.

He relocated to New Jersey and
began a business career with ITT
Avionics in Clifton. He left in 1993
and joined his family’s business, op-
erating Cryan’s Restaurant in

Metuchen. In 2003, Joe left to serve
as Undersheriff in the County of
Union, a position he still holds today.

In 1996, he was elected as the Town-
ship of Union’s Democratic Munici-
pal Chairman. Mr. Cryan is in his
fifth term in the New Jersey State
Assembly, where he currently serves
as Majority Leader.

He served as chairman of the New
Jersey Democratic State Committee
from February 2006 to February
2010. He was elected chairman after
serving as its Vice Chair since 2002.

LD20: A native of Elizabeth, Sena-
tor Raymond Lesniak began his leg-
islative career in 1978. He served five
years in the New Jersey General As-
sembly. In 1983, he was elected to the
State Senate and currently Chairs the
Senate Economic Growth Commit-
tee and serves on the Judiciary and
Commerce Committees.

Senator Lesniak has championed a
wide range of legislative efforts. Early
in his tenure, he sponsored the Envi-
ronmental Cleanup Responsibility
Act (ECRA), the Safe Drinking Wa-
ter Act, and the Air Pollution Control
Act. In 2007, he led efforts to abolish
the death penalty in New Jersey.

As Chairman of the Senate Eco-

nomic Growth Committee, he passed
an economic stimulus package and
championed efforts to increase ac-
countability and oversight in our in-
stitutions of higher education.

He is working on legislation for
New Jersey’s most disadvantaged stu-
dents, to legalize sports betting in the
Garden State, to abolish the Council
on Affordable Housing and to create
a market-driven system for munici-
palities to meet their affordable-hous-
ing obligations.

He was at the forefront of efforts to
pass legislation to allow same-sex
couples to marry. The Senator travels
the globe advocating for the aboli-
tion of the death penalty.

LD20: Asw. Annette Quijano is serv-
ing her second term in the New Jersey
General Assembly as the first Latina
representative for the 20th Legislative
District. She is chair of the Homeland
Security Committee and Vice-Chair of
the Judiciary Committee, Regulatory
Oversight and Gaming Committee.

At 15, she spearheaded a movement
to dispute a local cable company’s de-
cision to eliminate Spanish language
programming. That got her noticed
and she was elected to the statewide
Puerto Rican Congress.

She remembers her mother’s ex-
tended hours at their beauty salon where
she would push her to work harder. She
draws inspiration from her. She ap-
proaches issues as the daughter of small
business owners, as lawyer, as taxpayer
and as voice for those who go unheard.

In the Legislature, she has been the
primary sponsor of many bills includ-
ing legislation to enhance workers’
rights, attract quality teachers in urban
schools and to protect women’s health.
She has worked to provide foreclosure
counseling, create county homeless
Trusts and restructure business taxes.

She has authored bills to reduce sul-
fur in home heating fuel and mandat-
ing the State to use alternative fuel
when prudent to reduce dependence on
foreign oil and promote job growth.

To help families that are suffering
with job losses and mounting debts,
Assemblywoman Quijano has brought
Trenton to Union County through work-
shops and hosting a  job fair.

She is committed to providing bilin-
gual services and organizes workshops
for businesses and diverse groups.

LD20: John Donoso is the newest
addition to Elizabeth Public Schools.
The longtime resident of Elizabeth,
who served as field aide to acting
governor Donald DiFrancesco in
2001, is one of the nine representa-
tives for the district.

Mr. Donoso is a Financial Advisor
at JP Morgan Chase. He is a married
father of two children, Daniel and
Sarah.  His son attends Elmora School
No. 12 in Elizabeth. Mr. Donoso

graduated from Elizabeth High
School in 1989.  He has a Bachelor of
Science degree from Kean Univer-
sity in Political Science. He obtained
his FINRA (Financial Industry Regu-
latory Authority, Inc.) Series 7, 63,
65 and New Jersey/New York Life
and Health licenses.

His served on the Union County
Advisory Board on the Status of Mi-
norities and as a founding member of
"We The People.”
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Tim Van Epp 
Ward 1

Matt Sontz 
Ward 3

Greg Romer 
Ward 4

Open Government
The Town Council currently keeps all budget 
meetings closed to the public. All financial 
decisions, including cuts to the Police and 
Fire Department staffing, are made with no 
input from Westfield’s residents. For example, 
the Town Council reduced staffing to a level 
that does not allow the Fire Department to 
use our ladder truck. Westfield has a tremen-
dous pool of talented residents who can and 
will contribute during open meetings. Can-
didates Van Epp, Sontz and Romer will open 
the budget meetings to the public. 

Elimination of No-Bid Contracts
The Town council continues to award no-bid 
contracts to professionals, including the town 
attorney. During the past eight years the town 
attorney’s hourly rate has been increased by 
50%, costing our town more than $700,000 
over that time. For this year alone, this will 
cost our town almost $100,000 more. Candi-
dates Van Epp, Sontz and Romer will open all 
positions to competitive bidding to ensure the 
most efficient use of our town’s resources.

Public Safety as a Top Priority
The Town Council has reduced the staff of 
the Police and Fire Departments and the 
school crossing guards by 16%. For example, 
we now have the fewest number of police  
officers per capita of all towns in Union 
County. Candidates Van Epp, Sontz and Romer 
will ensure that safety is the top priority. 
Through eliminating no-bid contracts, utiliz-
ing shared services and grants, they will restore 
these vital services.

Closed Door Reductions by  
Westfield’s Town Council:
Police staff from 59 to 50
Fire Department staff from 36 to 30
School Crossing Guards from 72 to 62

As a result, Westfield’s ladder truck could not 
respond to the Ferraro’s fire, even though it 
sat only 150 feet away. We had to wait for 
Cranford’s ladder truck to respond to this fire.

Westfield Needs  
New Leadership on  
the Town Council

Tim Van Epp, Matt Sontz and Greg Romer will make the Town Council 
more responsive to the needs of Westfield’s residents by supporting:

On November 8th, Please Vote For: 
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Tim Van Epp, 
Ward 1

Matt Sontz, 
Ward 3

Greg Romer, 
Ward 4
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O’ROURKE GETS TD, INT; ‘MITCH’ HITS KANE FOR TD

Blue Devils Ground Tigers
In Football Snow Bowl, 12-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Postal workers and their bosses
would have been very impressed
when the Westfield High School foot-
ball team faced off with the Linden
Tigers in what could be considered
the 2011 Snow Bowl in Linden on
October 29.

Before the game could begin, lines

had to be shoveled to determine where
the goal lines and sidelines were.
Additionally, lines were shoveled
every 10 yards to give the refs an idea
of where to mark the ball. Even mea-
suring to determine whether or not a
team pushed far enough for a first
down was an adventure.

For the most part, speed was taken
out of the equation, but the Blue

Devils persevered and used their wits
to trudge out a 12-0 victory and to up
their record to 6-1 and to strengthen
their position for the upcoming play-
offs.

Without snowshoes, Blue Devil
running back James O’Rourke car-
ried 34 times for 75 yards, including
a one-yard touchdown plow in the

LEAHY CROSSES FIRST IN 15:50, KIRNA PLACES 3RD

Blue Devils Grab 3rd Straight
Union County Boys X-C Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wave after wave of blue uniforms
rolled over the hill first after the .6-
mile mark, and that wave of blue
stayed pretty much the same as six of
the seven Blue Devils finished in the
top nine to earn the Westfield High
School boys their third straight Union
County cross-country championship
on the 3.19-mile course at Warinanco
Park in Roselle on October 26.

The Blue Devils finished with a
total of 20, and with their very tight
pack, averaged 16:24 to shatter the
course record of 16:34.4 that they set

last year. The Cranford Cougars also
ran with a pack mentality and fin-
ished second with a total of 118,
followed by Summit at 131, Union
Catholic at 132 and Oratory at 134.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood finished 11th
at 300.

Blue Devils Jack Leahy and John
Kirna in the first pack, and Dave
Carville, Kevin Ingram, Kevin Smith
and Evan Tarlow, in the second pack
were among the front runners at the
.6-mile mark, and kept ahead of the
entire field for the entire race, with
the exception of Everett Price of New
Providence and Allen Eke of Union
Catholic. In the end, Leahy easily
crossed the finish line first with a
time of 15:50, nine seconds ahead of

Price, who crossed second at 15:59.
Kirna crossed third at 16:14, followed
by Carville at 16:35 and Tarlow at
16:38. Smith at 16:50, Ingram at 16:57
and Tom Edwards at 17:30 finished
7-9-23, respectively.

“I am definitely excited right now.
John [Kirna] and I always work off
each other. I am at a loss for words
right now. I am so happy that I won
this. I needed to win a meet this year,”
Leahy said.

Although he claimed he was tired,
Leahy looked good as he came down
the home stretch with really smooth
form. His time placed him third all-
time in course history behind
Cranford’s Tim Styler (15:42 in 1998)

WF’s MERMER PLACES 7TH, COUGAR BYRNES 11TH

Lady Blue Devils Place Second
At U.C. Cross-Country Meet

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gold uniforms from Summit High
School was expected to saturate the
top-10 placements at the Union
County girls cross-country meet on
the 3.19-mile course at Warinanco
Park in Roselle on October 26.

As expected, the Summit
Hilltoppers filled five of the 10-top
spots to run away with the title with a
total of 25 and to win their third
straight championship. But the real
question was, who was going to be
next? The answer was Westfield with
a 94 total, followed closely by Gov-

ernor Livingston (GL) at 100. New
Providence took fourth at 143, and
the Cranford Cougar girls finished
fifth at 169. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
placed 10th at 270.

Hilltopper Gilliam McIlroy took
top honors, crossing first with a time
of 19:28, flowed by teammate Devin
Lawler at 19:53. Isabella Yozzi
crossed sixth at 20:27.

What really helped put the Lady
Blue Devils over the top against the
GL Highlanders was the performance
of freshman Johanna Mermer, who
crossed seventh with a time of 20:31.
Mermer, the first Blue Devil to cross

the finish line, had set her sights on
the gold uniforms of the Summit
Hilltoppers.

“I just ran better, and I beat my
time by a lot. My [best] time before
was 20:59. Summit is the team. They
got first today. They are the team we
want to beat. I was trying to beat the
Summit girls. I beat some of them,
but every time there was a Summit
girl in front of me, I tried to catch
them,” Mermer explained.

Blue Devil Gabby Stravach, who
placed first at the conference meet on
October 18, finished 20th at 21:13,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

Probitas Verus Honos David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRUGGLING IN THE SNOW…Blue Devil running back James O’Rourke, No. 2, trudges forward as a Tiger defender
tries to tackle him. The Blue Devil offensive line tries to set up blocks. Westfield won, 12-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN THE FRONT OF THE FIELD…Blue Devils John Kirna, center, and Jack Leahy, right, along with New Providence
Pioneer Everett Price lead the mob of runners at the .6-mile point of the UC cross-country meet.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST BLUE DEVIL TO CROSS…Freshman Johanna Mermer became the first Blue Devil girl to cross the finish line at
the Union County cross-country meet. Mermer finished seventh with a time of 20:31.

* Raiders Rip Warren Hills, 34-7 *
* Byers 5 TDs – story next week *
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Blue Devil Boys  Capture
UC X-C Championship

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

and Blue Devil Jeff Perrella (15:43 in
2006 at the conference meet). Ex-
actly six years ago to the day, October
26, on his birthday, Perrella won the
county title with another great time of
15:59.

“My coach was saying, ‘do you
want to get that course record?’ I said,
‘*#!! Yea!’ And I am going to finish.
I heard 15:27 at the start of the kick,
so I said I was, at least, going to push
myself. I am happy that I did that
today,” Leahy said.

Eli Howard was the first Cougar to
cross the finish line, placing 15th
with a time of 17:16. Mike Zanfardino
crossed the line 17th at 17:22. From
there, the remaining five Cougars
crossed within 11 seconds of each
other. Connor McMahon finished
27th at 17:41, followed by Paul
Cassaro (28th) at 17:42, Tom Feeney
(29th) at 17:44 and Brendan Donovan
(30th) at 17:45. Tom Philip finished
32nd at 17:52.

“They had a little bit of an off race.
They went out a little too conserva-
tively, but they came on strong at the

end. Our pack really brought it to-
gether for us. We are really proud of
these guys today. Eli was by himself
out there. Mike Zanfardino came on
really strong as our second runner.
Tom Feeney had a little bit of an off
week. He had a problem with a stitch,
so our other guys stepped it up and
pulled it together. Connor McMahon,
Paul Cassaro and all took charge.
Brendan Donovan, first time varsity,
was solid, and Tom Philip as well,”
Cougar Head Coach John Schiano
said.

Raider Jon Kirby finished 18th with
a time of 17:24, and teammate Joe
Dzuback finished 54th at 18:53.

The Blue Devil JV team painted
the course blue and took first with a
15 total. Matt Luppino crossed first
with a time of 16:47. In all, the Blue
Devils took 19 of the top-22 places.
The Blue Devil freshmen also took
first on the 3,380-meter course with
a total of 26 ahead of Summit with
32. Matt Russo at 12:13 and Will
Chandler at 12:32 placed 1-2, re-
spectively.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

��fter a successful career in finance, I decided 

to use the skills I acquired working for 15 years at a large 

NYC bank and transfer them to a real estate career. I have 

lived in Westfield for over 12 years and have three children 

in the Westfield school system. I understand the fabric  

of this community and surrounding towns well. I will  

offer you the highest level of professionalism and market 

knowledge to find you the perfect home for your family.  Patricia Shakal
Sales Associate, MBA Finance

Direct: (908) 233-5756

Cell: (908) 447-4783

Patricia.Shakal@cbmoves.com

���������	
����
“NO ONE WILL WORK HARDER FOR YOU”

Westfield - West Office, 600 North Ave West, Westfield, NJ 07090

www.TrishShakal.com
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CALL TODAY AND 

ASK ABOUT OUR 

CURRENT SPECIALS!

Elegantly appointed 1- & 2-bedroom apartments include full-size 
washer/dryer and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

CALL NOW!

908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

It’s still over a year until the cer-
emonies on Nov. 19, 2012, but the
10th induction class of the Westfield
Athletic Hall of Fame has been voted
on, contacted and can now be an-
nounced . . . and it’s another really
high-quality group.

There are state champions (Terry
Bentley, Dan Nichols, Gordon Clark
and Steve Schramm), school-record
holders and sectional champions (Jim
Kovacs, Paul Byrne, Noreen Morris
and Aimee Stout), multi-sport all-stars
(Henry Stevens, Ray Bailey, Mike
Drury and Kim Kumpf), a legendary
coach (Shaun Cherewich) and two
championship teams (1961 football,
1978 boys tennis).

Here’s a chronological look at the
inductees:

Henry Stevens (WHS, 1917): A
baseball (three-year starting shortstop)
and basketball (leading scorer two
years) star, he was also class president
as a junior and senior. He was killed
the following year in the Argonne for-
est during World War 1.

Roger Love (1957): A two-year bas-
ketball standout under coach John Lay,
he went on to earn three varsity letters
at Springfield College. Love is a long-
time supporter of WHS sports and
member of the Boosters, and the
standout Master of Ceremonies at the
Hall of Fame dinners.

Terry Bentley (1958): Earned var-
sity letters in three vastly different
sports: as a two-way guard in football,
a two-time state champion swimmer,
and singles player in tennis. He
captained the swim and tennis teams
at WHS, and later captained the
Dartmouth swim team.

Ray Bailey (1960): The baseball-

WHS Hall of Fame’s
Class of 2012 Unveiled

basketball standout was killed prior to
his senior year by his deranged mother.
But his 347 rebounds as a junior is still
No. 2 all-time at WHS, and he was
second in the 1959 U.C. American
Legion batting race (.433).

Dan Nichols (1961): A three-time
state champion swimmer and captain
of the 1961 state champion swim team
at WHS. He was killed in 1969 during
the Vietnam War, where he earned the
Purple Heart and the Silver Star. He
swam collegiately for Doc Counsilman
at Indiana.

Jim Kovacs (1962): A three-year
starter at fullback and co-captain of
the unbeaten ’61 football team, also a
co-captain in track and school record-
holder in the javelin and long jump.
He played football at Yale.

Paul Byrne (1969): A standout run-
ning back and three-year starter at
defensive back, he also was an out-
standing runner and held the school
half-mile record. Co-captained foot-
ball, winter and spring track at WHS.
A three-year football starter at Colgate.

Gordon Clark (1970): The greatest
sprint freestyler in New Jersey of his
era and a multi-time All-American, he
was a six-time state swimming cham-
pion (five individual, one relay). Swam
collegiately at North Carolina State.

Steve Schramm (1976): The pre-
mier diver of his era, he joins Hall of
Famers Bob Clotworthy (’50) and Don
Mutz (’68) as a three-time state cham-
pion; also was a Y National champion
two years in both the 1- and 3-meter
boards. Also a four-year diver at
Harvard.

Noreen Morris (1983): After earn-
ing nine letters (soccer, basketball and
track) at WHS, where she set school
marks in the javelin and shot that still
stand, she was a four-year starter, and
two-year captain, in soccer at Cornell.
Currently the commissioner of the
Northeast Conference.

Mike Drury (1987): A three-year
standout on some of the greatest WHS
soccer and tennis teams, Drury never
missed a match. An all-state selection
in both sports. Later was a soccer
standout at Notre Dame.

Kim Kumpf (1990): Between WHS
and Virginia Wesleyan College, she
won 23 of a possible 24 letters in
soccer, basketball and softball. A soc-

cer and basketball captain at WHS,
she captained all three sports in col-
lege, where she was a 1,000-point
scorer and 1,000-rebounder.

Aimee Stout (1992): Earned 12 let-
ters in four sports at WHS. She was a
gymnast, a county champion cross-
country runner, a swim team co-cap-
tain, and is still the school record holder
in the intermediate hurdles and long
jump. Set a Clemson record in the
heptathlon.

Shaun Cherewich (coach): An out-
standing football assistant coach Gary
Kehler, Dick Zimmer and Ed
Tranchina, Cherewich built the WHS
lacrosse program from the ground up,
winning state titles in 1986 and ’87
while coaching numerous All-Ameri-
cans.

1961 football team: Gary Kehler’s
first team and some (me) would argue,
his most talented. It went unbeaten
and was awarded the Central Jersey
Group 4 co-championship with Long
Branch. Two-way standouts were
Dwight Winn, Marty Howarth, Greg
Weiss, Kip Kindregan, Bob Adelaar,
Dave Morash, Bill Bryant, Jim Kovacs
and Ed Galauski (Howarth, Weiss,
Morash and Kovacs are Hall of
Famers). Offensively, Bud Mueller
was quarterback and Earl Vigne a
tackle; defensively, Buzz Hedden came
in at middle guard and Bob Hoffman
at linebacker.

1978 boys tennis team: WHS’s first
All-Groups (Tournament of Champi-
ons) winner. Tony Berardo’s team went
24-1, and outlasted Christian Brothers
Academy 4-1 in a TOC final that saw
all five matches go three sets. Doug
Yearley, Jeff Factor and Joel Katz
played singles, with Andy Biederman,
Dan Perach, Andy Loft and Sri
Nivargikar at doubles. Gerry Conroy
was a capable backup.

Steve Merrill (’71), a member of the
Hall of Fame committee, is currently
rehabbing from knee replacement sur-
gery. But “Steamboat” has his laptop
with him and is updating and upgrad-
ing the Hall’s website, including the
page that people should use when they
have an athlete or team they would like
to nominate.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Heading into final week of the pre-

playoff season, the Black and Blue
Devils are in contention for their fifth
straight berth in North 2 Group 4, by
far the deepest section in the state.
After Saturday’s 12-0 Snow Bowl II
win over Linden, when they held the
Tigers to negative offensive yardage,
while posting their fourth shutout, the
6-1 Devils are in seventh place, de-
pending on what SP-F did Monday
against Warren Hills. Only eight teams
qualify in each section, so Saturday’s
home game with unbeaten (but
beatable) Immaculata takes on added
significance.

Senior Jon Gribbin has 121 career
kicking points, breaking the old school
mark of 113 by K.C. Knobloch.
Gribbin’s 79 PAT kicks trail only Glen
Kehler (81) and Knobloch (89).

Freshmen very rarely play in varsity
games at WHS, and not many have
ever started a game . . . maybe Lee
Waring (’32) or Brian Ciemniecki
(’96)? But ninth-grader Jack Simcox
started at inside linebacker in the Dev-
ils’ 24-0 win over Rahway. Simcox
was credited with six tackles. He is the

son of Steve Simcox, a highly-recruited
lineman, who had an injury-plagued
career at Princeton University.

THIS AND THAT
After winning its third straight

Union County championship last
week, the boys cross-country team is
two major victories from sending re-
tiring coach Jack Martin out with a
great going-away present. Martin, who
for 28-plus seasons has kept WHS at
the lofty heights of his predecessor,
Hall of Famer Walt Clarkson, will be
stepping down after the spring track
season.

If the boys can win the sectional title
(Saturday) and a third straight state
Group 4 crown (Nov. 12, but defi-
nitely not a gimme, given that West
Windsor-Plainsboro South and
Ridgewood both are loaded), it would
give Martin 33 major championships
(18 county, 10 sectional and 5 state),
which would equal Clarkson’s total
(11 county, 12 sectional, 10 state).

Martin’s boys haven’t lost a dual
meet since falling to Cranford in 2004.
The 2012 team will inherit a 59-meet
win streak. That is tied with the 1957-
62 boys swim teams for the fourth-
longest win streak in school history.
The only longer streaks are: 61 by
boys tennis 2007-08, 74 by girls swim-
ming 1984-90 and 92 by girls cross-
country 1994-2003.

The girls soccer team last won an
outright county title in 2001, a 2-0 win
over New Providence under coach Pete
Giordano. (They shared titles with Oak
Knoll in 2002 and SP-F in 2006.)
They’ll face SP-F in the county cham-
pionship game this Saturday, 4 p.m.,
at Kean University. The teams split
during the regular season.

The field hockey team had a rare
home game in the state tournament on
Monday against Phillipsburg. Coach
Caitlyn MacDonald’s girls are seeded
third in North 1 Group 4 and, if they
won Monday, would likely play
Montclair (the teams tied 0-0 back on
Oct. 13).

IN PASSING
Todd Novacek (’76) recently died

of a heart attack at the age of 53. Toby
was the leading scorer on the ’75 bas-
ketball team and co-captain of the ’76
squad that included Boo Bowers, Rich
Goski and Spud Monroe, who all made
the trip to Florida for the funeral. Three
of Nova’s siblings – Scott (’72, bas-
ketball), Ross (’74, wrestling) and Jill
(’79, tennis) – were also athletes at
WHS.

Also passing suddenly was Tina
Chabrier (’09), a student at St. Joseph’s
University and a co-captain of the 2008
WHS gymnastics team. Tina was a
county champion in floor exercise.

DEVILS OF THE MONTH
Senior flanker Pete Ondi and the

gymnastics team.
With his three receptions in Snow

Bowl II on Saturday, Ondi now has 60
career catches, breaking the school
record of 59, held by Chris Sheehan
(’09). Meanwhile, Abby Cook, Lind-
say Ripperger and the girls gymnas-
tics team avenged two losses to
Cranford by capturing a sixth straight
Union County championship, by the
slim .1 of a point over the Cougars.
Ripperger, a junior, won the balance
beam, while sophomore Cook was
second in all-around, bars and floor
ex. Seniors Hannah Goldring and Sa-
rah Shields, juniors Jenna Rizkalla
and Kelly Vassel, and freshman Mae
Devin completed the squad.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday every month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, Whs4evr!

Devils of the Month
Pete Ondi – Football

Gymnastics Team

David B. Corbin (October 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING AWAY WITH IT…Blue Devil Jeff Perrella ran away with the Union
County individual title with a time of 15:59 on the muddy track at Warinanco
Park in Roselle on his birthday on October 26, 2005.

Lady Blue Devils Nip
Soccer Cougars, 1-0

The No. 17 Westfield High School
girls soccer team got a goal from tri-
captain Mercedes Smith in the sec-
ond overtime to overcome the
Cranford Cougars, 1-0, in Westfield
on October 26. Blue Devil goalkeeper
Sophia Devita made one save, while
Cougar keeper Leah Quinn was quite
busy stopping 14 shots on goal.
Cranford 0 0 0 0 0
Westfield 0 0 0 1 1

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009 • NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE   Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169
© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield…New 2002 spacious Colonial at end of cul-de-sac. 5 bedroom, 4
full, 2 half baths with a great, flowing floor plan. Entry opens to beautiful 2 story
living room with triple height windows, French doors to family room w/fireplace,
beautiful large kitchen with stainless steel appliances, granite counters and eating
area with sliders to private deck. Formal dining room with embellished moldings,
sunroom/bedroom with full bath with sliders to patio and recirculation Koi pond.
Hardwood floors, custom moldings on first floor, high ceilings, Master suite
with beautiful full bath and large walk-in closet, 3 additional bedroom and 2
bath.  Large finished basement, 3 ZN HT/CAC, 2 car garage and close to all
schools and Tamaques Park.       $1,140,000.

Westfield…Expanded 8 room 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath center hall colonial in the
Stonehenge section of Westfield.  This home offers, a bright, open floor plan with
a striking contemporary feel to its character. Lustrous washed oak floors, 2 fireplaces,
neutral decor, recent master bedroom expansion w/ vaulted ceiling, his/ her custom
walk-in closets and luxurious bath, sun-filled kitchen with granite counters, center
island breakfast bar and large dining area w/ sliders to private patio and yard. The
gracious foyer opens to the formal dining room w/ hand-stenciled floor and tastefully
appointed living room. The large family room is punctuated with a wall of brick w/
arch topped fireplace flanked by tall windows .CAC, 100x149, patio, move-in
condition. Close to all schools and park.     $965,000.

Westfield...Pristine 9 room, 4 bedroom, 2 bath home near Tamaques
Park and school. Unique open floor plan offers new Master bedroom
addition with tray ceiling, luxurious bath with double sink vanities,
oversized shower and deluxe walk-in closet. Newer kitchen with stainless
steel appliances and breakfast bar opens to large family room addition
with vaulted ceiling, raised brick hearth fireplace and sliders to paver
patio and fenced yard. Living room with bay window, dining area, play
room.  HWD Flrs, large walk-up attic for storage CAC, new Heat, roof
and paver driveway. Ready to just move in!      $645,000.

Updated power points list at
gridironnewjersey.com
1. Hunterdon Central 141, 2.
Elizabeth 136, 3. Bayonne 113,
4. Franklin 109, 5. East Orange
107 and Westfield 107, 7. Union
106, 8. Phillipsburg 98, 9.
Piscataway 82 – numbers are
unofficial.
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FLETCHER, REIMERS, RENFREE LED LADY RAIDERS

Raider V’ballers Squeeze By
N. Prov. Pioneers in 3 Games

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Preparation with intensity and de-
termination was needed if the visit-
ing Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls volleyball team wanted
to prevail over the New Providence
Pioneers on October 26.

The 9-15 Raiders provided plenty
of sparks by bouncing the 7-15 Pio-
neers, 25-9, in Game 1. New Provi-
dence regrouped and won the second
game, 25-23, however the Raiders
came back in Game 3 to chill the
Pioneers, 28-26.

Outstanding performances offen-
sively and defensively were plentiful
on both sides of the net. The Raiders
relied on senior tri-captain and middle
hitter Katherine Fletcher, who fin-
ished with two service points and
delivered nine kills, one assist and
one dig. Senior tri-captain Delaney
Reimers came up with six service
points, one service ace and 23 assists.
Tri-captain junior Samantha Renfree
had two aces, three service points,

four kills, one block and one dig.
Raider junior middle hitter Tara

Sweeney garnered seven kills and
one block, and junior outside hitter
Christine Charles notched three kills,
nine service points and two aces.

“That is the team that I know I
have. That’s the team that should
show up each and every time. When
that team does, we win. The sad part
is; that team has not shown up as
much as they should have. They are
able to dictate the tempo of the game,
the strength, all with how they play,”
Raider Head Coach Adrienne Stack
said.

The Raiders impressed by taking a
commanding, 12-1 lead in the first
game and never looked back.
Sweeney was on fire with four kills.
Renfree and Fletcher each had a
strong game as well, as they com-
bined with three kills and two digs,
and Reimers contributed all of the
assists. The team held the lead for
good as Reimers later added the ex-
clamation point with a kill to notch

the 25-9 victory.
“As to Game 1, they were respon-

sive, they were open, trusted each
other and they played their game. It
was a cohesive unit,” Coach Stack
said.

In the second game, the Pioneers
took the early lead. Under pressure,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood regrouped
midway in the game and edged their
way back. Late in the game, New
Providence demonstrated they were
there to play and rolled off three
straight points to strike the Raiders
down, 25-23.

“Game 2, simply said, it was all
about ‘passion.’ If you don’t have
passion you are not going to win.
Once you start looking past a team,
they’re going to clobber you. New
Providence got fueled up, they wanted
to prove you wrong and they did that.
You cannot take that away from them,
they deserved it,” Coach Stack said.

Game 3, the Raiders had all their
pieces secured and surprised the Pio-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
Blue Devils Ice Tigers in Snow Bowl, 12-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

fourth quarter. On the Blue Devils’
first three series, O’Rourke actually
was minus 17 yards on seven carries,
until the offensive line found right the
push and he added 39 yards on nine
carries in their final series of the first
half, which resulted in a touchdown
(TD) when quarterback Nate Mitchell
found tight end David Kane for a
four-yard reception.

“This is a once in a lifetime, espe-
cially in October to play in snow like
this. Nobody could get their footing.
We knew it would be a tough game. I
am glad we came out on top,”
O’Rourke said.

“This is great! This is actually
crazy! I didn’t think it would get this
bad. You never really trust this time of
year. We had to get real conserva-
tive,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jim
DeSarno said.

Mitchell also realized the futility
of an all-running game in the first
three series and chose to fire a few
short passes to loosen the Tigers’ de-
fensive pinch. In the first half, he
completed five of eight attempts for
37 yards, and his most reliable re-
ceiver was Pete Ondi, who had three
grabs for 30 yards. Dylan Elliot added
a 15-yard reception from Jon Gribbin
on a fake punt, and tight end John

Lanzano had a three-yard reception.
Mitchell added a three-yard comple-
tion to David Kane early in the sec-
ond half.

Tiger star running back Ruhann
Peete was literally stopped in his
tracks. Three times he was thrown for
losses when he attempted to sweep
around the corners, and he finished
with one total yard on seven carries.
Running back Jahaad Smith had a
little more success with 11 carries for
49 yards. In the end, the Tigers fin-
ished with 57 yards on the ground
and zero in the air.

“We knew they had a lot of speed,
but they got neutralized a little bit. I
think teams underestimate our speed.
Our defense always plays fast, plays
hard and we were just on the ball
today. We are a strong team. We are
conditioned. We worked hard all sum-
mer. It is starting to pay off right
now,” O’Rourke said.

“Defensively, we did a good job.
We moved laterally well. We did a
good job on Peete,” Coach DeSarno
said.

The skidding by both teams and
the slipperiness of the ball caused

much concern, but the Blue Devil
offense managed to adjust to the cli-
matic conditions in time. Early in the
second quarter, Blue Devil defensive
end Mike LaFace forced a fumble,
which Westfield recovered.

Later in the quarter, after linebacker
Pat Johnson recorded a 10-yard sack
to force a Tiger punt, Mitchell engi-
neered a 12-play, 46-yard scoring
drive when he hit Elliott in the end
zone with 35 seconds remaining in
the half. The slippery conditions
caused the point after kick to skid into
the snow. O’Rourke carried nine times
on that series for 39 yards.

“We couldn’t block the way we
normally block. Once the kids started,
we had a great push,” Coach DeSarno
said.

“Whenever I ran the ball, I put two
hands on the ball. We preached that at
the beginning of the game. It was all
about ball security. We knew if we
could get one score, our defense was
going to hold up,” O’Rourke said.
“Secure the ball! Run the ball! Get
this game over with!”

The defense, indeed, held up.
Early in the third quarter, Johnson
recovered a Tiger fumble at the Lin-
den 36. Mike LaFace, linebackerProbitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REALLY LENDING A HELPING HAND…Raider tri-captain Delaney Reimers came up with six service points, one service
ace and 23 assists in the victory over the New Providence Pioneers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO POUNCE ON A TIGER…Blue Devil defensive end Mike LaFace, No. 72 center, prepares to pounce on a Tiger
to help out a teammate in the Snow Bowl at Linden.

Virginia Garcia
Sales Associate

Cell: (201) 259-8291
Direct: (908)-301-2030

E-Mail: garciavirg7@yahoo.com
Web: www.virginiagarcia.net

507 South Euclid Ave, Westfield

$1,399,000

To Be Built

660 Foothill Road, Bridgewater

$775,000 Sold 9/30/09

SOLD

1914 Grandview Ave Westfield

$600,000 Sold 8/12/10

SOLD

38 Moss Ave, Westfield

$1,199,000

To Be Built

774 Westfield Ave, Westfield

$1,099,000

To Be Built

106 Arlington Rd, Cranford

$799,000 Sold 8/15/11

SOLD

46 Faulkner Dr, Westfield

$1,199,000

Under Construction

601 Norwood Drive, Westfield

$1,049,000

Under Construction

252 Hyslip Ave, Westfield

$840,000 Sold 9/11/09

SOLD

117 Hardwick Ave, Westfield

$811,000 Sold 3/16/11

SOLD

637 Downer St, Westfield

$790,000 Sold 11/24/11

SOLD

80 Tamaques Way, Westfield

$1,089,000

For Sale
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Lady Blue Devils Place Second in UC X-C
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

followed by Danielle Grimes at 21:14.
Alana Basil placed 23rd at 21:23.

Elisabeth Neylan finished 32nd at
21:38, Erica Fischer crossed 42nd at
22:18, and Charlie O’Brien placed
51st at 22:40.

“Johanna is really one of the nice
stories about this season. She is tal-
ented. She’s spirited, and she’s fo-
cused. She is somebody, who we are
going to be looking to for the next
three years,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Thom Hornish said. “She compli-
ments Gabby Stravach, who has been
our number 1 all year. One of the nice
things about our varsity team this
year is five of the seven runners are
underclassmen. We are about a year
away from making a major resur-
gence in our program.”

The Blue Devil freshman squad
won on the 3,380-meter course, and
Jacqueline Napolitano was the first
Blue Devil to cross, finishing fourth
at 15:27. Caroline Stocking at 15:42
and Jennifer Bagger at 15:45 finished
7-8, while Rachel Hayden at 15:46
and Natalie Marcotullio at 16:25 fin-
ished 10-11.

The Blue Devil JV squad ran in a
pack (seventh through 12th) behind
Summit to place second. Hannah
McRoberts crossed seventh at 21:57,
followed by Kathleen McCutcheon
at 22:15, Katherine Seery at 22:17,
Leigh Heinbokel at 22:20, Belle
Hutchins at 22:31 and Jeanette
Cuisana at 22:39.

“What was great about the fresh-
man team was they went one through
seven. That’s the future. We were
second with our JV, which is also

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO BLAST OFF…The Blue Devil girls wait for the blast of the starter’s gun to start the Union County cross-
country race at Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 26.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

Blue Devils Tame
Tiger Gridders

Raider Volleyballers Defeat
Lady Pioneers in 3 Games

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

neers with more aggressiveness to
take a 4-0 lead. The Pioneers woke
up, passed just a little better and made
some good plays. The Raiders battled
back, showed togetherness, compo-
sure and covered the ball better. Later
in the game, and with the score even
at 26-26, Fletcher hammered home
the go-ahead point with a kill. The
game ended on a Pioneer timeout
technical violation and the Raiders
won, 28-26.

“Game 3, you cannot play reac-
tively in this sport. You have to play a
pro-active game and play your of-
fense and not rely on another team to
make mistakes. I told them this has to
be a life lesson because you have to
be able to pick yourself up. There are
five other girls on the court that need
you. Someone has to be a catalyst

every rally point, everything has to
come from you,” said Coach Stack.

“Personally, I feel that we did not
want the third game. We got lucky.
That game was a gift for us. If I were
the other team, I would be upset.
They beat us on that call at the end.
We do this all the time to ourselves.
We kill a team, second guess our-
selves and tell ourselves we’re not
that good and fall apart and cannot
pull ourselves out of that rut,” said
Fletcher.

“That winning point, as a coach
and for them too as players, that’s not
how you want to win. You want to
earn every point you get, so I did not
like how we won,” added coach Stack.

Joe Rinaldi and O’Rourke combined
on a 12-yard sack, but the real nail
in the coffin occurred early in the
fourth quarter when O’Rourke in-
tercepted a pass at midfield and
returned it down the right sideline
to the Linden one. From there, he
plowed one yard for the TD with
10:35 remaining. A two-point con-
version attempt failed.

“The receiver slipped, and he [quar-
terback] threw it up. I wanted to make
sure I caught it. I got a great block,
and I just ran down the sideline,”
O’Rourke said.

The Blue Devils will have an op-
portunity to improve their playoff
seeding when No. 9, 8-0 Immaculata
struts into Gary Kehler Stadium on
November 5 to do battle at 2 p.m.

“We knew if we won here, we were
automatically in the playoffs. We want
to get as high a seed as we can. We
want to get a home playoff game, so
we just have to get ready for
Immaculata,” O’Rourke said.
Westfield 0 6 0 6 12
Linden 0 0 0 0 0

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST GOAL, WINNING GOAL...Mary Randazzo and the Westfield sideline
are all smiles after the Blue Devil sophomore scored midway through the first half
in an NJSIAA opening-round soccer match against Hillsborough at Kehler
Stadium on Halloween. Westfield won, 4-0. See girls soccer photo on page 22.

something we were looking for, and
our varsity, in a very tight race with
GL, we came in second, and that also
was what we were looking for in
terms of performance. We are laying
the foundation for 2012,” Coach
Hornish said.

Cranford Cougar Megan Byrnes
got a jumpstart on all the girls and
came over the hill at the .6-mile mark
ahead of the pack. Her strategy earned
her an 11th-place finish at 20:46.

“Megan went out too conservatively
last week, so she knew she had to get
after it this week. She went out strong.
She faded a little bit at the end, but we
said, ‘that’s OK!’ At least she went
after it. That’s what you got to do. You
can’t win if you are not in the race, so
we are proud of how she did,” Cougar
Head Coach John Schiano said.

Katia Oltmann crossed 16th at
21:03. Megan Schetelich finished
45th at 22:26, Julie Byrne took 53rd
at 22:50 and Keara Railly finished
55th at 22:55.

“Katia had a very, very solid race.
She’s been having a great season.
Megan Schetelich, a converted
sprinter, did great for us. Our two
freshmen, Keara Reilly and Julie
Byrne, worked together, and they ran
fantastic for the first time together. It
was a great day today, a great day to
run,” Coach Schiano said.

Grace Kelly was the first Raider to
cross the finish line, taking 15th with
a time of 21:00. Isabel Crystal placed
34th at 21:45, and Carly Redfield
crossed 58th at 23:29.

Lady Blue Devils Rip Hillsborough, 4-0
The first round of the North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 tournament

became an easy warm-up and a real treat for the No. 17 ranked Westfield
High School girls soccer team when it leveled 2-12-1 Hillsborough, 4-0, at
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on Halloween, October 31.

Mary Randazzo ripped in a pair of goals and added an assist, while Kayla
Krasnoo and Vicki Gagliano each netted a goal for the 14-2-1 Blue Devils.
Caroline Greenspan and Jenna Helfand each added an assist.
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Patricia

O’Connor

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 11/6 12-4PM

SCOTCH PLAINS. Custom 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Ranch on over 1.3 Acres serene
tree-lined property. Featuring an entertainment sized Family Room with wood
burning fireplace, Eat In Kitchen with abundant cabinets, Living Room/Dining
Room and first floor Laundry Room. Plus a full unfinished basement, 2 car built-
in oversized garage and a circular driveway. Enjoy the rare rural tranquility of this
custom home yet just moments from schools, parks, golf, town and transportation.
Directions: Cooper between Ashbrook and Rahway #1141. $595,000.

Nancy

Kronheimer

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Stunning 6 yr old CHC home features a wrap around front
porch, 2-story entrance foyer. LR, FDR, gourmet EIK that opens to a FR with
fireplace and a rear bonus sunroom with sliders that lead out to patio & fenced
in yd. The 2nd floor boasts a MBR Suite with sitting area, 2 walk-in closets
& Master Bath. There are 3 large Bedrooms & 2 Baths. A beautifully fin
basement is divided into 3 open rooms offering a rec room, media room & play
area. Finally, the walkup attic offers lots of storage space. $939,000.

Patricia

O’Connor

WESTFIELD. Gracious Wychwood Gem on Echo Lake CC 15th fairway
with an unobstructed view of the golf course. Original wide plank oak
floors, LR with WBF, FDR, FR with built in cabinets, an EIK and a full
bath. Plus an enclosed breeze way with access to the 2 garages. The 2nd level
has a Master en-suite with an adjoining office and three spacious closets. An
additional 3 Bedrooms and 2 full Baths complete the second level. Rec
room, powder room, Laundry and utility room in basement. $1,499,000.

Associate of the Month

Niki

Fry

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 11/6 12-4PM

MOUNTAINSIDE.This Contemporary Center Hall Colonial has hardwood
floors flowing throughout the main rooms and set off a dramatic double hearth
fireplace. A fully updated Eat In Kitchen features new Stainless Steel appliances,
granite countertops and custom glazed cabinetry. Five generous sized bedrooms and
three full bathrooms, including a master suite with walk-in closet. There is an in-
law suite with kitchen and full bath with direct no stairs entry from the built-in 3
car garage. Directions: Summit Rd. to Sunny Slope to Belair #1049. $895,000.

COLONIAL

Nancy

Kronheimer

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Stunning 4 Bedroom Center Hall Colonial. Gourmet,
state of the art customized kitchen, Gorgeous renovated baths and customized
closet organizing system in MBR. Additional highlights include custom
millwork, distributed six zone audio system with built-in speakers, stereo
surround sound system in FR and enhanced alarm system. Fully finished
basement with wet bar, custom finished garage and professionally landscaped
property offers a private backyard and tiered paver patio. $1,295,000.

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Holly Cohen is pleased to introduce this 9 room, 4-5
Bedroom captivating Colonial beautifully articulates the best of 1920`s
architectural design with notable custom amenities for today`s lifestyle.
Set in a picturesque tranquil location unsurpassed for it`s proximity to
Westfield`s award winning downtown premier shops, NY transportation,
Mindowaskin Park, top rated schools & Westfield Memorial Library, to
name a few... www.seetheproperty.com/85593. $695,000.

Holly

Cohen
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WITWICK, J.P. TD RUNS; GREEN TO WILLIAMSON TD

Hilltoppers, No Huddle Stop
Cranford Footballers, 52-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No huddle, no time for opposing
defenses to adjust in time! That strat-
egy was executed with near perfec-
tion as the Summit Hilltoppers topped
the Cranford Cougars, 52-21, in a
battle of unbeaten football teams wit-
nessed by nearly a jammed house of

fans at Memorial Field in Cranford
on October 28.

Both teams marched into the show-
down with very versatile offensive
punches, and both teams were will-
ing to put them to good use; however,
the 8-0 Hilltoppers’ defense managed
to capitalize on several Cranford mis-
takes, while the 7-1 Cougars shot

themselves in the foot with several
needless penalties.

“They are a good football team.
There is no doubt about it. They came
out and executed better than we did
tonight. We made some mistakes that
gave them the ball back on offense
when I thought that we should have

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING DOWN THE LEFT SIDELINE…Cranford Cougar Adham McGuire, No. 23, heads down the left sideline for
a big gain in the showdown of unbeatens against the Summit Hilltoppers at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 28.
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Westfield…Outstanding new 2006  11 room, 5/6 bedrooms, 4 ½ bath colonial with distinctive craftsmanship and high-end quality. Designer inspired interior offers open floor plan, high
ceilings, hardwood floors throughout, sun filled 8 over 8 windows, extensive millwork, accent ceiling and 2 fireplaces. Gracious foyer opens to living room which gracefully flows into the
family room with boxed beam ceiling and fireplace. Adjoining the family room is the chef’s kitchen with first class appliances, Schrock cabinets, center isle with prep sink, bar area with
wine cooler and rack and separate dining area. Formal dining room, library and guest bedroom and bath complete the 1st floor. Master bedroom retreat features fireplace, deluxe bath and
California custom walk-in closet.  3 additional bedrooms, 2 baths and laundry complete the 2nd floor. Walk up attic, full basement, 2 ZN HT/CAC, private yard/patio and front porch
sitting area. Close to all schools, NYC transportation and downtown.     $1,875,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 6th 1-4PM •  615 Elm Street
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HALSEY URBAN NETS LONE GOAL FOR BLUE DEVILS

P-burg Nips Lady Blue Devils
In NJSIAA Field Hockey, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Momentum waves dictated the
NJSIAA North Jersey, Group 4, Sec-
tion 2 first round playoff game be-
tween the Westfield High School field
hockey team and the Phillipsburg
Stateliners at Gary Kehler Stadium
on Halloween afternoon October 31.

There was nothing spooky, how-
ever, the 10-10 Stateliners scored a
goal midway through the first half
and added a second goal midway
through the second half to head west
with a 2-1 victory over the 11-7-1
Blue Devils.

“The top-eight teams in our sec-
tion are all equally as good as us. So
we knew this was going to be a tough
game. Hands up! They beat us to-
day,” Blue Devil Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald said.

Statistically, both teams were rela-
tively even. The Blue Devils totaled
eight meaningful shots at goal and
totaled four penalty corners in each
half. P-burg totaled seven shots at
goal and had seven penalty corners.
Blue Devil goalkeeper Deanna Cohen
made five stops, and P-burg keeper
made four stops.

Neither team gained any momen-
tum for the first 10 minutes, but P-
burg seized the momentum in the
second 10 minutes, and Molly Zgoda
finally slipped a goal past the Blue
Devils’ line to make the score, 1-0,

with 14:11 left in the first half. Dur-
ing that 10-minute time period, P-
burg had three penalty corners.

The Blue Devils controlled the
tempo in the final 10 minutes of the
half and had several opportunities
when they had all four of their pen-
alty corners and three shots at goal.

“We didn’t capitalize. We didn’t

finish. That has been our problem for
a couple of games now. We have been
struggling to put the ball in the goal.
Finish the play. Today, it came back
to bite us. It’s nobody’s fault. It’s a
team effort. We just got outplayed
today,” Coach MacDonald said.

The Blue Devils got the jump early
in the second half and put pressure on
Lavin with a prolonged skirmish in-
side the circle. Finally, junior Links
Halsey Urban scored off a penalty
corner from center midfielder Alina
Spera with 19:30 remaining.

The momentum shifted once again,
and Stateliner Lauren Nunes, on an
assist from Kathy Decker, slipped a
shot past a defender to make the
score, 2-1.

“There were times when we got
out-hustled, and other times we got
outsmarted. We really didn’t play our
best game. That being said, nothing
can take away that we had a great
year, especially coming off the year
we had last year and the year before,
from three wins to eight wins to 11
wins. We are heading in the right

direction,” said Coach MacDonald,
who added, “The seniors should defi-
nitely be proud of the season that
they put together, and the underclass-
men need to realize what is possible
and maybe next year come back a
little more hungry.”
Phillipsburg 1 1 2
Westfield 0 1 1

Courtesy of Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ELUDING A COUGAR…Westfield C-Team White PAL football running back
Adam McDaniel, No. 48, eludes a Cranford defender on his way to a big gain.
Westfield won 13-6 on October 23.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFENDING AGAINST A P-BURG ATTACK…Blue Devils McKenna Wilson, No. 26, Kelly Gray, No. 10, and goalkeeper
Deanna Cohen prepare themselves as a Phillipsburg attacker takes a shot on goal during the NJSIAA playoff game.
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77 Tillotson Road, Fanwood $499,999
This inviting, beautifully maintained Classic Colonial offers comfortably sized rooms for all of
your living and entertaining needs.  A covered front porch leads you to an entry foyer.  The
first floor boasts: a formal LR with built-in's; a FDR; an EIK which opens to a large FR with
beamed ceiling, built-in's, and electric brick fireplace framed by built-in bookshelves and
cabinetry.  Upstairs, you'll find a MBR with walk-in closet and private bath; three additional
BR's each with nice closet space & recessed lighting and a main bath.  Situated on a tranquil,
tree-lined street, just minutes from NYC transportation and downtown Fanwood, this home
offers convenient living at its finest. Directions: Midway to Tillotson Rd.

772 Prospect Street, Westfield $1,279,000
Gorgeous NEW 9 Room, 4 Bedroom, 4 full & one half-Bath custom designed Center Hall
Colonial with covered front porch under construction by Elegant Homes.  Enter this beautiful
home, offering lovely hardwood flooring, through the gracious 2-story foyer and enjoy a
formal Living Room; Grand Formal Dining Room; and Center Island Eat-In-Kitchen w/
breakfast nook open to Family Room w/fireplace. The second floor boasts the Master Bedroom
Suite with private spa bath & walk-in closet; 3 additional Bedrooms and 2 full baths, not to
mention convenient 2nd floor laundry. Not to be missed is the finished basement w/full
bath and 2 car rear entrance garage.

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH  1-4 PM OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH  1-4 PM

522 Elm Street, Westfield $799,000
THE HISTORIC ADDAMS FAMILY HOME! This Circa 1900's 9 room, 6 BR, 2-1/2 bath historically
registered property is the former residence of well-known, Charles Addams.   It was in this very house
that the mastermind idea behind the pop culture show, The Addams Family first culminated.  This
show went on to become a hit TV series, a successful movie and a huge broadway  sensation.  The
house has been lovingly preserved and features a Formal Living Rm. w/fplc;  a Formal Dining Rm. w/
butler's pantry; EIK  w/granite countertops and slider to deck.  The yard is beautifully landscaped and
has a 2 car detached garage w/potting shed, ideal for the  garden enthusiast.   Don't miss this exceptional
opportunity to own this landmark home.  Call for details! Directions: Dudley to Elm Street.
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Hilltoppers Stop Cougar Gridders, 52-21
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Frank D. Isoldi

WSJ Names Frank D. Isoldi Among
Top U.S. Real Estate Professionals

WESTFIELD – Frank D. Isoldi, a
sales associate in the Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage Westfield East
office, has been ranked by the Wall
Street Journal/REAL Trends report
as being among America’s Top 1,000
residential real estate agents and
teams based on annual 2010 sales
volume and transaction sides. Mr.
Isoldi ranked No. 198 on The Wall
Street Journal/Real Trends’ top 1000
list of sales professionals by transac-
tion volume, closing nearly $40 mil-
lion in sales in 2010.

Mr. Isoldi currently is ranked by
the New Jersey Association of RE-
ALTORS® as the number one real
estate agent in Union County based
on sales performance.

“Frank is known for his dedicated
service to his clients through every
step of their transactions and we ap-
plaud his achievements,” said Hal
Maxwell, president of Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage in New
Jersey and Rockland County, N.Y.
“This honor reflects how exceptional
he is on both a local and national
level.”

The Thousand Top Real Estate Pro-
fessionals rankings feature four sepa-
rate categories honoring the Top 250

residential sales agents and agent
teams for excellence in:

. Individual Sales Professionals by
Sales volume

. Individual Sales Professionals by
Transaction sides (in each real estate
transaction, there are two sides that
can be represented by a real estate
agent: a buyer’s and a seller’s.)

. Team Professionals by Sales Vol-
ume

. Team Professionals by Transac-
tion sides.

A graduate of Drew University in
Madison, N.J., Mr. Isoldi is a highly
successful associate who has earned
numerous company and industry

awards, including the New Jersey
Association of REALTORS®’ Circle
of Excellence. A lifelong resident
and second-generation native of
Westfield, he is involved with several
community and industry organiza-
tions, such as the United Fund of
Westfield and the Susan G. Komen
North Jersey Affiliate.

Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-
kerage in New Jersey and Rockland
County, N.Y., a leading residential
real estate brokerage company, op-
erates more than 55 offices and has

more than 3,200 sales associates
serving all communities from
Rockland County, N.Y. to
Monmouth County, N.J. Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage in
New Jersey and Rockland County,
N.Y. is part of NRT LLC, the nation’s
largest residential real estate broker-
age company. Visit
www.coldwellbankermoves.com for
more information.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

been able to score. When you keep
giving them the ball back, they are
going to put points on the board. I
don’t think that we played at the pace
that we would have liked to have
played, but they are better than us.
That’s the way it goes. Things like
this happen. You have to take it like a
man. You have to play your best to
beat a good football team like that,”
Cougar Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier
said.

The veteran Cougar defense did
have trouble adjusting to the
Hilltoppers’ no-huddle offense.

“We knew that they would come
out with a no-huddle offense. We
worked on it all week. We don’t

huddle. We have our coaches calling
plays from the sideline. They found a
couple of holes,” Cougar defensive
back Chris Witwick said.

Summit quarterback Ryan
Bringewatt mixed an accurate pass-
ing game well with a strong running
game. Bringewatt completed 10 of
15 passes for 154 yards, including a
48-yard touchdown (TD) strike to
running back Kyre Negron, who also
had 64 rushing yards. AJ Iarussi led

the running game with 14 carries for
99 yards, including respective TD
runs of 15 yards, one yard and 25
yards. Running back Mike Badgley
did plenty of damage with a 59-yard
TD run to virtually dissolve the Cou-
gars’ hopes of a comeback. Addition-
ally, he kicked a 35-yard field goal
and added an interception. Wide re-
ceiver Luke Stephens had five recep-
tions for 66 yards, all in the first half.

“I think that they played with great
execution and such great speed that
they were able to take it to us. It
happened to us tonight. They played
better than us. They coached better
than us. We have no excuses,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Cougar quarterback Reggie Green
(18 carries, 88 yards) was kept in
check of any breakaway runs by the
Summit defense. Once the scoreboard
began to lean heavily in Summit’s
favor, he was forced to take to the air
and finished with 15 completions on
28 attempts for 172 yards, including
an interception and a TD strike to wide
receiver Ryan Williamson for 25 yards.

The Cougars put together a six-
play, 71-yard scoring drive on their

first possession, which concluded
when Witwick hooked 34 yards for
the TD with 9:15 on the clock. Sum-
mit responded with a nine-play, 59-
yard scoring drive, capped by
Bringewatt’s 19-yard TD run with
6:30 left in the first quarter.

In the second quarter, the
Hilltoppers chewed 4:15 off the clock
on a 17-play, 89-yard march which
concluded with Iarussi’s 15-yard TD
run with 3:40 on the clock. With 1:00
left, Badgley booted his 35-yard field
goal to give the Hilltoppers a 17-7
lead at halftime.

Summit took only two minutes off
the clock in the third quarter with a
six-play, 56-yard drive, capped by

Iarussi’s one-yard TD.
The Cougars re-
sponded with a bit of
trickery. Setting up to
punt, the snap instead
went to Cougar run-
ning back JP
Christiano, who
dashed down the left
sideline for a 48-yard
TD with 7:52 on the
clock.

In a span of only 22
seconds, with the
score, 24-14, the
Hilltoppers got good
field position on their
41 then Badgley bolted
down the left sideline
for his 59-yard TD. On
the next Summit se-
ries, Bringewatt engi-
neered a six-play, 58-
yard scoring drive
when Iarussi galloped
25 yards for the TD.

The Cougars re-
sponded with a five-
play, 70-yard scoring
drive when Green hit
Williamson for the 25-

yard TD with 1:11 left in the third
quarter to make the score, 38-21. An
onside kick followed but the
Hilltoppers recovered at midfield. On
the first play of the fourth quarter,
Bringewatt threw a 48-yard scoring
strike to Negron.

Late in the fourth quarter, Summit
running back Colm Dougherty added
a three-yard TD run.

The Cougars will have another chal-
lenge when they host undefeated
Delaware Valley this Friday, Novem-
ber 4, at 7 p.m.

“Next week, we are going to pre-
pare and work hard and go after Del
Val,” Witwick said.

“That’s the way it goes! I think that
we are a high character football team.
We are going to have to prove it this
week by getting back, getting back,
getting after it,” Coach Rosenmeier
said.
Summit   7 10 21 14 52
Cranford   7   0 14   0 21

For Sale 

 

2 Second Floor Condominium Units 
Clark Condominium 

304 Clark Street 
Westfield, New Jersey 

Each Unit contains: 

3 Bedrooms     Formal Dining Room 
2 Baths     Central Heat and Air Conditioning 
Eat in Kitchen    Approx 1,600 square feet 
Living Room with Fireplace Detached Garage with Additional Parking Space 
Laundry Room with Washer/Dryer Separate Storage Space 
 

Unit 3 is offered at $455,000 

Unit 4 is offered at $530,000 and has been totally renovated 

 

Shown by Appointment only.  Contact Doug Schwarz - 908-967-1410 
10 Regional Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey

Westfield Office: 436 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ  908.654.6666
www.prominentproperties.comEQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUN I T Y

LARGE BI-LEVEL            $419,000
Features 4BRs, 2.5 baths, large LR with gas fireplace, Eat In Kitchen
leads to deck, Formal Dining Room, Family Room with doors to patio 
2 car oversized attached garage. All on quiet street.

SCOTCH PLAINS

ELEGANT CLASSIC $1,100,000
Spacious 4BR 3.5 bath home features LR w/fpl, den with built in book-
cases, MEIK, Dining Rm, screen porch, MBR feats 2 closets, 1 walk in,
full unfinished basement, 2 car attached gar, patio and 2 tier garden.

WONDERFUL OFFERED AT $1,100,000
Beautiful Arts & Crafts style home with charm at every turn. Wonderful
stone fpl in living rm, gleaming hdwd flrs, spacious eat in kit, full fin
basement & many more amenties. A two tier deck overlooks sprawling
rear yard. Terrific location within blocks of town, transp & schools.

WESTFIELD

825 HARDING STREET $625,000
Recently renov Colonial abounds with charming architectural details.
Located walk dist of dwntwn shops, schls & NYC trans. Bright Open flr
plan, custom built-ins, 2 fpls, c/a, Viking ss appliances, deep backyard.

LLooccaall TToouucchh……GGlloobbaall RReeaacchh

Marketing New Jersey
Real Estate at the

Highest Level ©

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD
OPEN HOUSE SUN 11/6 1-4PM

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RISING TO THE OCCASION…Westfield soccer defenders, from left to right, Tess Lukowiak, Sarah Freer, Mary
Randazzo and Emily McBain leap in the way of a direct kick by Elizabeth, while Blue Devils goalie Sophia Devita stands
ready. Westfield won 3-0 at Elizabeth on October 24 in a tune-up for a NJSIAA tournament match against Hillsborough.

WF Aquaducks to Hold
Synchronized Swim Show

The Westfield Area Y Aquaducks’
Synchronized Swimming Show annual
fundraising exhibition will be held on
Saturday, November 19, at 1 p.m. and
7 p.m. and Sunday, November 20, at 1
p.m. at the Westfield Area Y.

Twenty-six girls comprise the team,
which combines athletic swimming
and dance skills synchronized to mu-
sic. Many of the team members and
their small routines regularly qualify
annually to participate in the Age
Group Nationals meet, which invites
only the top age group athletes to the
largest synchronized swim meet in the
world. This summer the 16-17 age
group placed ninth at the Nationals
competition held in Seattle.

Last year the girls swam in loca-
tions as far as Haverhill, Mass. and
Seattle, Wash. This year the Nation-
als competition is in Cleveland, Ohio.
The annual show raises funds to help
defray the cost of the team’s travel.
Tickets are $7 for adults and $4 for
children under 12 and all proceeds go
to support the team.

Tickets are available at the Wel-
come Center of the Westfield Area Y
or through team members. The shows
often sell out early, so please pur-
chase tickets in advance to ensure
you do not miss out. For more infor-
mation about the show or the team,
contact Coach Kate Johnson at
aquaducks@westfieldynj.org.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HUGE GAINS ON SPECIAL TEAMS…Cranford Cougar Eric Garguilo, No. 32, had several long
kickoff returns against the Summit Hilltoppers at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 28. The
Hilltoppers defeated the Cougars, 52-21.

See More Cranford
Summit Football

www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Probitas Verus Honos

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE FOR
NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS

Public notice is hereby given that the undersigned, The Collector of Taxes of the Town
of Westfield, Union County, New Jersey, will sell at public auction on the 2nd day of
December, 2011 in the Tax Collector’s office in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at nine o’clock in the morning, the following described
lands:

The said lands will be sold to make the amount of Municipal liens chargeable against
that same on the 2nd day of December, 2011, together with interest and cost of sale,
exclusive however, of the lien for taxes for the year 2011.

The said lands will be sold in fee to such persons as will purchase the same, subject
to redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no case in excess of eighteen percent
(18%) per annum. Payments for the sale shall be made by cash or certified check before
conclusion of the sale or the property will be resold.

Any parcel of real property for which there shall be no other purchaser will be struck off
and sold to the Municipality in fee for redemption at eighteen percent  (18%) per annum
and the Municipality shall have the right to bar or foreclose the right of redemption.

The sale will be made and conducted in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of
Chapter 5 of Title 54, Revised Statutes of New Jersey, 1937, and amendments thereto.

At any time before the sale the undersigned will receive payment of the amount due on
the property, with interest and costs incurred up to the time of payments, by certified check
or cash.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A 58:10A-1 et seq.)
and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the municipality
is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser who is or may
be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

The said lands so subject to sale, described in accordance with the tax duplicate,
including the name of the owner as shown on the last duplicate and the total amount due
thereon respectively on the 2nd day of December, 2011, exclusive of the lien for the year
2011 are as listed below:

Susan Noon
Collector of Taxes

Westfield,  New Jersey

Location of Block Amount Due
Property Address Owner &  Lot Dec. 2, 2011

1. 1053 Lawrence Ave Lawrence Avenue, LLC 304/11 $31,355.01
2. 705 Lenape Trail Lenape Trail Assoc, LLC 603/14 $12,793.58
3. 760 Prospect St Rapuano, Samuel & Jo Ann 603/43 $  3,799.72
4. 367 Brightwood Ave Pringle, Edward 701/8 $  8,759.29
5. 619 Kimball Ave Khedr, Christine-Gadzera, Irene 1206/23 $12,804.38
6. 208 Sunset Ave Wilkins, Elise D. 1901/3 $19,787.21
7. 10 Wychview Dr O’Brien, Michael & Christine 2004/20 $12,068.79
8. 644 Cumberland Liebrich, Bernadine 2705/23 $10,716.99
9. 624 Downer St Clavijo, Victor & Maria 2710/16 $  4,854.47
10. 214 Scotch Plains Ave Morse, Norman & Nancy 2816/2 $13,674.35
11. 531 Pierson St Smith,FM-Smith,MA-Smith, C 2911/28 $  5,447.48
12. 412 Elmer St S Mormile, Antonio & MaryAnn 3207/6 $  6,146.05
13. 330 Benson Pl Potamousis, Ioannis & Sally Narkis 3408/4 $16,868.97
14. 52 Michael Dr Materek, Ruth 3902/16 $13,522.29
15. 118 Cacciola Pl Colonel, Lottie c/o N. Pringle 4001/4 $     869.10
16. 114 Livingston Str Furnari, Nancy J. 4001/16 $  3,518.26
17. 727 Central Ave Patel, Hasmukh S-Patel, Mahendra C 4001/98 $  8,502.23
18. 202-220 Cacciola Pl BLM Realty Co 4002/1 $11,259.92
19. 625 Ripley Pl Caldora, Frank & Gloria 4003/22 $     564.75
20. 714 Central Ave Nardone, Ida 4103/4 $  3,026.56
21. 1017 Lamberts Mill Rd McDaniel, Frederic & Neils 4505/17 $  6,769.89
22. 948 Willow Grove Rd Rotchford, JoAnn Est Of 4506/8 $  9,367.87
23. 152 Harrow Rd DelMonico, Gerald & Joanne 4911/16 $  9,967.24
24. 1305 Frances Terr Barnes, Robert 5008/9 $  4,833.73

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

4 T - 11/03, 11/10, 11/17 & 11/24/11, The Leader Fee: $440.64
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WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will feature “Super-
stitions, Magic and Witchcraft in
Colonial America” this Sunday, No-
vember 6, from 2 to 4 p.m. Fran
Gold will be the presenter. The mu-
seum is located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

While most people today regard
practices such as avoiding black cats
and walking around a ladder, rather
than under it, as harmless rituals, not
taken seriously, the lives of colonial
Americans were ruled by firm be-
liefs in magic spells, evil forces and
mysterious omens.

Sunday’s program also will include
tours of the museum, a restored farm-
house built in 1740. Members of the
cooking committee will demonstrate
the skills used in 18th-century open-
hearth cooking, using authentic reci-
pes and seasonal foods. The gift shop,
which carries a variety of colonial toys,
crafts, books and educational materi-
als, will be open. Admission will be $3
for adults and $1 for students; children
under 4 will be admitted for free.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “The Art of Pierced
Paper” on November 13; “Thanks-
giving Dinner Demonstration and
Table Customs and Manners” on
November 20; “Gingerbread Sunday”
on December 4 (reservations re-
quired) and “Polish Christmas Cus-
toms” on December 11.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is now on Facebook, where informa-
tion on programs and more is avail-
able. Interested persons also may call

the museum office weekday morn-
ings at (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. The
museum website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Loconsolos Welcome
Lena Josephine

John and Janine Loconsolo of
North Caldwell have announced the
birth of their daughter, Lena Josephine
Loconsolo, on Monday, October 10,
2011, at 4:23 p.m. at Saint Barnabas
Medical Center in Livingston.

Lena weighed 7 pounds and 7
ounces and measured 18½ inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Robert and Phyllis Hess of Cedar
Grove. John and Pamela Loconsolo
of Westfield are her paternal grand-
parents.

Lena’s maternal great-grandmother
is Dorothy Sheehy of New York City.

PLAY FOR PINK…The Westfield High School Varsity Volleyball Team is pictured
after their “Play for Pink” Volleyball Night October 14. The evening consisted of
three volleyball matches (freshmen, JV and Varsity), Westfield versus Cranford,
with Westfield triumphing. There was a silent auction, serving contest, food from
local businesses, T-shirt sales, freshmen game and JV game, culminating with the
Varsity Volleyball game. Afterwards, the players formed a bridge and honored
breast cancer survivors with flowers. The Westfield teams raised close to $19,000 for
Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure. This is the third year this event has been held;
it started as a tribute to Coach Bev Torok, a breast cancer survivor who is remission.

And the debit card is free too!*

2.15%
APY 1

MAKE 10 SIGNATURE-BASED PURCHASES WITH
YOUR FREE PROVIDENT VISA® DEBIT CARD 3

HAVE ONE DIRECT DEPOSIT OR AUTO DEBIT 3

GET eSTATEMENTS VIA ONLINE BANKING

This account is so smart, it rewards all balances, no matter how small. 
It’s easy to qualify and earn ATM fee refunds2 and a great $mart 
rate each statement period when you:

Member FDIC 1-800-448-PROV ProvidentSmartChecking.com

NO MINIMUM ACCOUNT BALANCE

ATM FEE REFUNDS 2

EARN

1Non-promotional 2.15% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on daily balances up to $25,000 (0.30% APY paid on that portion of your daily account balance above $25,000), each
statement period that the qualification requirements are met. If you do not meet the qualification requirements for a statement period, your account will still function as a free checking
account earning 0.05% APY; however, it will not receive ATM fee refunds for that statement period. APYs in effect as of 10/1/11. APY is variable and may change at any time after the
account is opened. No minimum account balance required, however, you must deposit a minimum of $50 to open this account. Withdrawal/transfer restrictions apply; ask for or see
account disclosure for details. Available to consumer/personal account holders only. No monthly service charges. 2 All nationwide ATM fees will be refunded provided qualification 
requirements are met. 3 All qualifying transactions must post and clear your account within one (1) statement period. *Provident Smart Checking comes with a free Provident Visa
debit card and no activity fee.

SM

Home Video to Welcome
All to Open House Event

Join us November 9, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

WESTFIELD – Please join us and
help us celebrate our Grand Opening
with an Open House.

Home Video Studio, 943 Carleton
Road, Westfield, N.J. is having an
Open House – Wednesday, Novem-
ber 9, from 4 to 8 p.m.

Share some Wonderful Wine,
Mouthwatering Appetizers, Great
Giveaways, Action-Packed Ribbon-
Cutting Event, Special Gift Basket
and much more...

Meet Robert Hanley, Founder and
CEO of Home Video Studio.

Receive 18 percent off on all or-

ders placed at the open house.
Home Video Studio specializes in

Videotape to DVD Transfers, Home
Movie Transfers, Photo and Slide
Transfers, Video Editing and Pro-
duction, and many more video ser-
vices.

Have fun, win a door prize, net-
work with folks from the area and
enjoy yourself. I hope you stop in and
say hello, Wednesday, November 9,
from 4 to 8 p.m.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Ceremonies on Tap
For Veterans Day

SCOTCH PLAINS – Two local vet-
erans’ organizations, American Legion
Post No. 209 and Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post No. 10122, will conduct
ceremonies on Friday, November 11,
in observance of Veterans Day.

Services will begin at 11 a.m. with
the laying of wreaths at the Veterans
Monument at Park Avenue and Front
Street in Scotch Plains. At noon there
will be a presentation of wreaths at the
Fanwood Memorial Library, located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

Members of the community are in-
vited to attend these programs to rec-
ognize the contributions and sacri-
fices made by all former members of
the armed forces of the United States.

Mr. Ungar to Present
‘Hollywood Musicals’
FANWOOD – Local resident and

musical historian Skip Ungar will
be at the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary on Monday, November 14, at
7 p.m., performing his one-man
show entitled “Hollywood Musi-
cals: From Jolson to Judy.”

The community is invited to hear
the stories of some of America’s
most beloved movie musicals in
both lecture and song. The “Golden
Age of Hollywood Musicals” spans
The Jazz Singer and the advent of
the talkies to the death of the old
studio system in the 1960s. Among
favorite songs from this era are
“Over the Rainbow,” “Singing in
the Rain” and “Meet Me in St.
Louis.”

Mr. Ungar will bring his perspec-
tive and his encyclopedic knowl-
edge of the time through words and
music. The Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library, which recently
celebrated 25 years of supporting
the library and its programming,
will present this event.

The Fanwood Memorial Library
is located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road. For registration and
other information, call the library
at (908) 322-6400.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
Colonial ‘Superstitions’

GRAND REOPENING SALE
-TRUCKLOAD EVENT-

18th Century, Mission, Metropolitan & More!

10 DAYS ONLY- Ends Nov. 14th!
HALF PRICE SAVINGS

Dining Room, Bedroom, Fine Upholstery, 
& Occasional Pieces!!

ST
IC

K
LE

Y. EXPIRES NOVEMBER 07, 2011

$100 OFF*
Receive an additional $100 off on any Stickley

Bookcase, Entertainment Center, Fine Upholstery 
Sofa, Dining Table or Recliner purchase.

*Previous purchase excluded. 

Valley Furniture Shop

Stickley * Henkel Harris * Shifman * Kindel * E.J.Victor * Southwood * Harden * French Heritage * Hancock & Moore

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069
(908) 756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30, Thursday til’ 7, Sunday 1-5:30

Library Friends Celebrate
25 Years of Volunteering

FANWOOD – “We Couldn’t Have
Done It Without You” was the theme
for the October 26 Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library’s cel-
ebration of 25 years of volunteer ser-
vice and advocacy.

Friends President Carol Campell,
host and organizer of the event, noted
that both Fanwood and Scotch Plains
residents started the group in 1986.
The Friends now boast more than 200
members, 50 of whom attended the
reception. In addition to membership
fees, the group raises critical funds
through its annual fall book sale to
supplement the library’s budget. This
year, the sale raised nearly $9,000.

With high-school senior Mariel
Mital’s Clarinet Chorus playing in
the background, attendees sampled
refreshments on the library’s main
floor. Ms. Campell also invited guests
to view the recently renovated
Children’s Department, which had
suffered from four floods this year.

Several Friends members were
singled out for special mention. They
included Carol Kraus, Jamie Clemo,

David Richard, Katherine Balch,
Thena Rosahl, Nancy Eisenbarth, Ann
and Leslie Minski, Lori Katz and
Annette Madarasz. Additionally, Di-
rector Dan Weiss, Nancy Kipping,
Susan Staub and other library staff
were recognized for their support and
partnership over the years.

Fanwood Borough Council mem-
bers Russ Huegel and Katherine
Mitchell, along with Mayor Colleen
Mahr, also attended. The mayor ex-
pressed her personal enjoyment of
literature and her commitment to help
the library meet its current challenges.

Half a dozen attendees received
library-themed door prizes donated
by Fanwood merchants: Young Paint
Co., Norman’s Hallmark, Fanwood
Bagel and Deli, The Town Book Store,
Tom the Green Grocer, Trader Joe’s
and Enchantments.

In closing, Mr. Weiss, a professional
musician, performed The O’Kanes’
song “Will You Travel Down This
Road With Me?” as a thank you to the
Friends for their support and friend-
ship throughout his 14-year tenure.

The Friends holds an annual mem-
bership drive every spring, but wel-
comes new members anytime. Inter-
ested persons may fill out a form at
the library circulation desk, call Carol
Campell at (908) 322-9179 or access
fanwoodlibrary.org.
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PRETTY PARASOLS…Mountainside Girl Scout Junior Troops No. 40468 and
40389 recently slept over at the Liberty Hall Museum in Union. The girls earned
the Art to Wear Junior Patch, The Life of a Victorian Lady and Pumpkin Patch
(last two are Liberty Hall Museum patches). They painted parasols, toured the
Liberty Hall House and grounds, learned about quilting and napkin folding, had
pizza, created a Halloween Bear, visited the Museum Store and watched the
American Girl Felicity movie. Lorraine Bartone of the Liberty Hall Museum
organized this event.

POLICE BLOTTER

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

 

Anne M. Hale Speaker Series 
Made possible by a grant from  

The Thomas Glasser Foundation  
and The Anne and Lee Hale Fund 

Hosted by the Friends  
of the Westfield Memorial Library 

 

 

Open to the public. Register on the Library’s website at 
www.wmlnj.org and click Online Calendar,                

or call 908.789.4090 x 4140. 

 
 

   

  

 

  

Bob Wischusen
Radio Voice of the New York Jets

And ESPN play-by-play commentator

“Living the Dream”
Tuesday, November 8th, 7 p.m.

Assembly Hall, Westfield Presbyterian Church

140 Mountain Ave., Westfield (enter from parking lot)

What is life like for a local resident

who is making his name in sports broadcasting?

Sports fans do not want to miss this talk!

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

226 North Avenue, West   Westfield, New Jersey

908-233-8811

Prime Roast Rib
(Ist cut, aged to protection)

Fresh Turkey, Geese, Capons, Duck 
(grand champion, no additives)

Prime Filet Mignon (de-fatted)

Smoked Hams 
(skinless, shankless, low salt, no fat)

Homemade Kielbasa
Free Range Organic Poultry 
(delivered daily)

Beef, Lamb, Veal, Pork 
(western fed)

Elegant Crown Roast (Pork or Lamb)

Fresh Ground Beef 
(cut & ground on premises)

100% Grass Fed Beef
Homemade Dinners & Soups 
(individually prepared)

WE specialize in TURDUKIN

All of Our Meat is Shipped Daily 
& Cut Fresh On Premises

New Jersey Family Business of the Year 

USDA Prime Meat

Our 72nd Year
YOU WILL BE TREATED LIKE FAMILY

John’s
    MEAT MARKET

NEW JERSEY’S 
BEST BUTCHER
2 YEARS IN A ROW!  

AS VOTED BY 

Serving Satisfied Customers Since 1939 
389 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains 

908-322-7126      johnsmarket.com

Ask about our delivery service

Library Accepting Books
For Youngsters In Need

WESTFIELD – Now through Sun-
day, December 11, the Westfield Me-
morial Library will collect new, un-
wrapped books for children and
young adults as part of the New
Jersey Library Association’s
Children’s Services campaign. The
library is located at 550 East Broad
Street.

Every year, thousands of books
are collected through New Jersey
libraries and distributed to under-
privileged children throughout the
state during the holidays.

“We welcome children’s and teens’
books, in particular those featuring
minority characters,” said Kathy
Muhm, the library’s coordinator of
Youth Services. “We also invite lo-
cal groups, such as scout troops,
community service organizations
and sports teams, to collect books

and bring them to the Youth Services
desk at the library.”

Donated books will be sent to
needy children in Union County.
Books will be accepted anytime dur-
ing hours that the library is open:
Monday through Thursday, 9:30 a.m.
to 9 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, 1 to 5
p.m. The library will be closed on
Friday, November 11, for Veterans
Day. It will close at 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, November 23, and be
closed on Thursday, November 24,
for Thanksgiving.

For more information, call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and sign up for the
monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

AARP to Meet on Monday;
Plans Trip to ‘Irish Wake’

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons
(AARP) will meet on Monday, No-
vember 7, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at the intersec-
tion of Plainfield Avenue and Jerusa-
lem Road in Scotch Plains.

The program will feature JoAnne
Lemenille, a Clark resident and presi-
dent of the board of directors of the
Westfield Community Players. She will
discuss her background and widespread
involvement in the Players and in the
theater, in general, beginning at the age
of 15. A short business meeting and
refreshments will follow the program.

Additionally, Chapter 4137 will of-
fer a day trip on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 16, to LiGreci’s Staaten on Staten
Island for a performance of the musi-
cal comedy “The Irish Wake Show.”

Mike Byrne and his Green Derby
Show Band, plus bagpiper Fran

Raftery, will entertain. The $72 cost
will cover the bus, gratuity and lun-
cheon. The luncheon menu will fea-
ture a one-hour open bar, garden salad,
caterer’s choice of pasta, soup or fruit
cup, an entrée choice of salmon, roast
chicken or corned beef and cabbage,
along with dessert, beverage and wine
and soda during dinner.

The bus will depart at 10 a.m. from
the Scotch Hills Country Club park-
ing lot. For further information and
for reservations and payment, call
(908) 232-1362 as soon as possible.

The chapter luncheon set for Mon-
day, December 5, will be held at
Giovanna’s Restaurant in Plainfield.
The menu is similar to last year’s and
the cost will again be $30. To make
reservations, call (908) 232-1362.
Payment may be made at the Novem-
ber meeting. More details will be
provided at this meeting as well.

Library Friends Post
Opera ‘Standby’ List
WESTFIELD – The Friends of

the Westfield Memorial Library
sponsor a Wednesday evening sub-
scription series to the Metropolitan
Opera. Transportation is provided
by charter bus from Westfield to
Lincoln Center and back.

A “standby list” of people who
have an interest in buying tickets for
individual performances is available.
If interested in participating as a
“standby,” contact Ulf at
uhdoll@aol.com or (908) 654-5737.

Caregivers to Meet
Monday Evening

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
Meetings begin at 8 p.m. in the parish
center of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church, located on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.

The next meeting will take place
on November 7. These are informa-
tion and sharing sessions. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1214.

Ceremonies on Tap
For Veterans Day

WESTFIELD – Martin Wallberg
Post No. 3 of the American Legion
will host ceremonies honoring all
veterans on Friday, November 11, in
honor of Veterans Day.

Veterans are encouraged to meet at
the First United Methodist Church
parking lot in front of the “Y” on
Ferris Place at 10:45 a.m. Participants
will step off at 10:55 a.m. with a
Westfield Police escort and march to
the World War I Memorial. The public
is welcome to attend the ceremonies,
which will start at 11 a.m. at the me-
morial on the island at the intersection
of North Avenue and East Broad Street.

In case of rain, the ceremonies will
be held at Post No. 3, located at 1003
North Avenue in Westfield. Everyone
is invited back to Post No. 3 for refresh-
ments immediately after the ceremo-
nies. Anyone wishing to sponsor a
wreath for Veterans Day is asked to call
Pete Hogaboom at (908) 247-7630.

Westfield
Monday, October 24, an attempted

burglary was reported at a residence
on the 300 block of Woods End Road
while the owner was out. Between
10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m., someone
unknown broke out a small window
adjacent to the front entrance door of
the residence. However, entry into
the residence was not gained, accord-
ing to police. A canvas of the area did
not yield any suspects.

Monday, October 24, Isis
Stabenow, 20, of Westfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant for $114, pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at West South and
Summit Avenues. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released on posted bail.

Tuesday, October 25, Thomas
Wansaw, 50, of Westfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Garwood
warrant for $100, following a motor
vehicle stop at East Grove Street and
Grandview Avenue. He was released
on his own recognizance per Garwood
Municipal Court.

Tuesday, October 25, an adminis-
trator of an educational institution on
the 1500 block of Lamberts Mill Road
reported the theft of a black Dell
Notebook, valued at approximately
$1,200. The item was last seen in a
locked classroom between 10:50 and
11:30 a.m. There were no signs of
forced entry.

Wednesday, October 26, while at
police headquarters on a court ap-
pearance, Jerome Pinckney, 23, of
Edison was arrested on traffic war-
rants from Fanwood and Piscataway,
with bail amounts of $874 and $428,
respectively. He was processed and
held in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, October 26, Patrick
Hodge, 57, of Linden was arrested on
an outstanding Linden criminal war-
rant for $2,500 while at police head-
quarters on a court appearance. He
was processed and held in lieu of
bail.

Wednesday, October 26, a burglary
was reported at a residence on the
800 block of Knollwood Terrace.
According to police, one or more
suspects may have entered through
an unlocked door and proceeded to
the master bedroom, where approxi-
mately $8,000 in jewelry was taken.
There were no signs of forced entry
at the time of the report.

Friday, October 28, William
Holmes, 51, and Barbara Holmes,
52, of Jersey City were arrested on
the 600 block of South Avenue dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop on one crimi-
nal warrant each from Jersey City.
They were transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released af-
ter posting bail. Bail amounts were
$96 for William Holmes and $71 for
Barbara Holmes.

Friday, October 28, Victor F.
Martinez, 46, of Rahway was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop on the 200
block of Springfield Avenue on war-
rants from Mount Olive, for $1,500;
Union, for $227, and Roselle, for $762.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed, released on his
own recognizance by the Mount Olive
Police Department and then turned
over to the Roselle Police Department
because he could not post bail.

Saturday, October 29, during a mo-
tor vehicle accident investigation, John
Badala, 23, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on Central Avenue near Clifton
Street and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). Authorities said
Badala narrowly missed striking a
Westfield police vehicle, with its emer-
gency lights activated, which was posi-
tioned to block vehicular traffic. In
swerving to avoid the police vehicle,
Badala struck a curb and then a pedes-
trian crosswalk sign. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Sunday, October 30, Frank
Machuca, 30, of Clark was arrested
on charges of DWI, resisting arrest,
aggravated assault on a police officer
and possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance (CDS), pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop on Central Av-
enue by Cedar Street. According to
police, Machuca became physically
combative at police headquarters fol-
lowing his arrest, pushing officers.
He was processed and bail was set at
$20,000.

Scotch Plains
Monday, October 24, a resident of

Westfield Road reported that some-
one sent him multiple letters contain-
ing obscenities.

Monday, October 24, a resident of
Terrill Road reported that sometime
during the day, someone poured a
liquid on his motor vehicle, which
was parked in front of his house.

Monday, October 24, a resident of
Parkwood Drive reported that some-
time during the day, someone egged
her motor vehicle, which was parked
in the street in front of her house.

Tuesday, October 25, Curtis Davis,
54, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Bartle Avenue
on an outstanding $140 warrant is-
sued by the Fanwood Court. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Wednesday, October 26, a resident
of Algonquin Drive reported that for
the past several weeks, she has re-
ceived numerous text messages and
phone calls from a former boyfriend.

Thursday, October 27, Mario
Teixeira, 22, of Toms River was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after a

motor vehicle stop, at which time the
officer smelled the strong odor of
alcohol. After he failed multiple field
sobriety tests at the scene, Teixeira
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 25, a resident of

the 200 block of Belvidere Avenue
reported an attempted burglary at his
residence between Monday, October
24, at 10 p.m. and Tuesday, October 25,
at 8 a.m. According to police, someone
attempted to break in by using a pry
tool on the kitchen window screen, but
at this time nothing is missing.

Thursday, October 27, Kurt
Hemminger, 41, of Dunellen was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of North
Plainfield after a motor vehicle stop at
South Avenue and Terrill Road. He was
processed, posted bail and released.

Thursday, October 27, David Boyer,
29, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on the 500
block of North Avenue on an active
warrant out of East Orange. He was
processed, posted bail and released.

Thursday, October 27, Chibuike
Uzoeshi, 32, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with trespassing
and Oguchi Amaechi, 26, of Plainfield
was arrested on charges of trespass-
ing and volunteering false informa-
tion to a police officer, as well as an
active warrant out of Plainfield. They
were arrested after police received a
call regarding two suspicious males
on the NJ Transit railroad tracks near
South and Hetfield Avenues. Uzoeshi
was processed and released pending
a court hearing and Amaechi was
processed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 25, an employee

at a Route 22 agency reported that she
received a suspicious phone call from
an individual claiming to be her 14-
year-old grandson. According to po-
lice, the suspect stated he was in trouble
in Mexico and needed $3,500. The
victim began questioning the caller, at
which time he hung up, police reported.

Tuesday, October 25, a resident of
Birdie Path reported that a tree limb
fell on her motor vehicle, damaging
the windshield.

Wednesday, October 26, a resident
of Woodland Avenue reported that
she received a letter in the mail two
weeks ago stating she won
$325,000,000. According to police,
the victim received a phone call from
an individual congratulating her on
winning and told her he wanted to set
up a time to meet with her to give her
the check and take her on guest ap-
pearances at several local chain stores.
The individual then told the victim he
would need her credit card informa-
tion as well as her bank account in-
formation, at which time the victim
hung up and called police.

Wednesday, October 26, Milton D.
Allen, 50, of Plainfield was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. He was processed and re-
leased at the scene.

Wednesday, October 26, Aamir T.
Dew, 34, of Indiana, Pa. was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. He was processed and re-
leased at the scene.

Sunday, October 30, a resident of
Deer Path reported that on Saturday,
October 29, at 10 p.m. a dark-colored
Subaru drove north on Deer Path past
his house in a manner known as drift-
ing. According to police, the motor
vehicle was rounding the corner in a
controlled skid when it went out of
control, striking a shrub, mounting
and damaging four driveway Bel-
gium Blocks, striking a light post and
coming to rest before striking a util-
ity pole. The vehicle then fled the
area. A neighbor witnessed the event,
police said.

Sunday, October 30, a resident of
Corrine Terrace reported that her
necklace, described as gold with a
blue stone and valued at approxi-
mately $800, was missing. Accord-
ing to police, the victim thinks her
son may have removed the necklace
and the incident is under investiga-
tion by the juvenile detective bureau.

Monday, October 31, Roy D.
Sullivan, 27, of North Plainfield was
arrested for allegedly driving with a
suspended license after a motor ve-
hicle accident on Route 22.
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• Business Health Plans

• Medicare Plans

• Term Life Insurance

benefitsnj.com

732-345-6300
Call for a Quote Today

A.Ammermuller
& Company

HONORING A TRADITION…Fourth-grade students in Congregation Beth
Israel’s Religious School in Scotch Plains bake traditional challah bread October
23 as part of their lesson about the Jewish Sabbath.

 

Day and Evening Appointments 
Denture Lab on Premises • Minutes from Rt. 22 

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

567 Park Ave �����Scotch Plains NJ 

908-322-7800

USE THEM OR LOSE THEM… 

DENTAL BENEFITS DON’T CARRY OVER! 

  

 

For Kids
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 12/31/11 CN 

For Adults
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 Expires 12/31/11 CN 

DDoonn’’tt wwaaiitt uunnttiill DDeecceemmbbeerr ttoo ssttaarrtt 
ttrreeaattmmeenntt..  Call today and avoid the 
year-end rush!  

  

MMaaxxiimmiizzee  yyoouurr  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  wwiitthh  ttwwoo  

yyeeaarrss  wwoorrtthh  ooff  iinnssuurraannccee..    SSttaarrtt  nnooww  

wwiitthh  aannyy  rreemmaaiinniinngg  22001111  ccoovveerraaggee  

aanndd  ccoommpplleettee  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  wwiitthh  22001122  

bbeenneeffiittss..    
 

Most insurance plans accepted 
No insurance? 

Interest free financing available 

Habitat Seeks Applicants
For New Development

AREA – Greater Plainfield Habi-
tat for Humanity currently is seeking
applicants for a new, five-home de-
velopment on West Seventh Street in
Plainfield. Anyone interested in pos-
sible ownership of a three-bedroom,
one-and-a-half-bath home is advised
to attend an orientation session.

The next orientation session will be
held on Sunday, November 13, from 3
to 5 p.m. at the Plainfield YMCA,
located at 518 Watchung Avenue in
Plainfield, across from City Hall. In
order to submit an application, atten-
dance is strongly suggested. Rever-
end Jeremy Montgomery is executive
director for Plainfield Habitat.

A single-family home and two
duplexes will be constructed, hous-
ing five families. Currently an over-
grown, vacant and under-utilized
property in a residential neighbor-
hood, this eight-tenths of an acre
site will be converted into a condo-
minium community.

Each home will be sold at the cost
of construction within a range of
$110,000-150,000 with a 0-percent
mortgage. Each three-bedroom home
requires at least three occupants and
no more than six occupants; the four-
bedroom home requires at least four
occupants and no more than eight.
The minimum total household in-
come to qualify is $40,000.

To be considered, applicants must
have lived in the Greater Plainfield
area for at least one year, as defined

by the municipalities of North
Plainfield, South Plainfield, Dunellen,
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Westfield,
Piscataway and the City of Plainfield.
The organization’s Family Selection
Team evaluates partner families based
on three main criteria: need, ability to
pay and willingness to partner.

All else being equal, Plainfield
Habitat selects the families in the
greatest need for decent, affordable
housing. Through extensive inter-
views and home visits, the Family
Selection Team recommends a short
list of families for approval by the
board of trustees. Habitat partner
families then must be able to demon-
strate that they can pay the 20-year
mortgage they will have on their
homes. Partner families also must be
willing to invest “sweat equity” into
the construction of their home and
other Habitat homes. Additionally,
families must attend a series of
courses in home ownership and fi-
nancial management.

Every partner family contributes
200 hours of “sweat equity” per adult
in their home or other homes, fi-
nanced with 0-interest loans provided
by Habitat.

By using volunteer labor and do-
nations of money and material from
the community, they sell the houses
at the cost of construction with no
profit. Applications are available at
gphabitat.org or by calling the office
at (908) 769-5292.

Toy and Doll Sale to Begin
At Thrift Shop on Tuesday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains,
will begin its annual Toy and Doll
Sale at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 8. The sale will continue until
Saturday, November 12.

The center table in the main room
of the store will be filled with new
and very gently used toys and dolls
for holiday shopping. There also will
be Legos, superhero figurines, re-
mote-control cars and trucks, and
sports-related toys, among other
merchandise. Infant and toddler toys
by Fisher-Price, Playskool, Disney
and other name brands will be avail-
able for sale as well.

Among the featured items will be
porcelain collector dolls, Barbie
dolls, baby dolls, small doll furni-
ture and Polly Pocket dolls. For all
ages, the shop will sell Boyd’s stuffed
bears and animals, artist supplies,
books, puzzles and board games.
The display table will be replen-

ished daily.
Thrift shop volunteers work a two-

and-a-half-hour shift per week and
three Saturdays during the year. Any-
one interested in joining the staff is
asked to call the shop at (908) 322-
5420 during business hours. All prof-
its from this and other sales are do-
nated back into local communities.

The store is open Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free
parking is available behind the store
and on the street. NJ Transit 59 bus
stops in front of the shop. For more
information or directions, call (908)
322-5420.

Teen Group to Focus
On Anger Management

SCOTCH PLAINS – Resolve
Community Counseling Center, a
non-profit mental health care ser-
vice, will offer a free program called
“Anger Management for Teens.” The
group will meet on Monday nights,
November 14 through December 19,
from 7 to 8:15 p.m. at Resolve’s
offices, located at 1830 Front Street
in Scotch Plains. There will be no
meeting on November 21.

Sessions will focus on differenti-
ating between anger and aggres-
sion; expressing one’s anger asser-
tively and directly; coping with peer
and parental conflicts; recognizing
behaviors that trigger anger and
derail communication, and dealing
with other people’s criticism and
anger.

Steve Rakipi and Dashua Hinton
will facilitate the group. While
working at the Jewish Board of Fam-
ily and Children’s Services, Mr.
Rakipi counseled adolescents indi-
vidually and in groups, and he has
been an adjunct professor at New
York University’s graduate school
of social work. Ms. Hinton is a
licensed rehabilitation counselor
who works with teenagers at JFK
Medical Center.

To register, call Resolve at (908)
322-9180. For more information on
programs and services offered by
Resolve, visit resolvenj.com.

Bob Wischusen

Anne Hale Series to Wrap
With Mr. Wischusen Nov. 8
WESTFIELD – The final talk in

this year’s Anne Hale Speaker Series
will take place on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 8, at 7 p.m. in Assembly Hall at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue. Bob
Wischusen, who grew up in Westfield,
will speak on “Living the Dream.”

Mr. Wischusen is the radio voice of
the New York Jets; he also provides
play-by-play action for ESPN.

Now a Cranford resident, Mr.
Wischusen is a graduate of Union
Catholic High School and Boston
College. After a stint from 1993 to

1995 as a talk show host and anchor
for a Miami station, Mr. Wischusen
spent five years with WFAN-AM. He
then joined MSG Network in 2000
and co-hosted “Talk of Our Town”
from 2002 to 2003. He also called
Rangers and Knicks games for MSG
Network.

Mr. Wischusen’s work for ESPN
includes calling college football and
basketball games, as well as Arena
Football League contests.

The talk will be open to the public.
Pre-registration is required, either by
calling the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary at (908) 789-4090, extension
no. 7951, or signing up on the library’s
website, wmlnj.org, and clicking
Online Calendar.

We are proud to offer you the
bed of your dreams and a great
night’s sleep with our exclusive
selection of luxurious Shifman
Mattresses. 

Reward Yourself 
With A Great
Night’s Sleep!

SSAAVVEE
35 -65%

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT  NATURAL MATERIALS   TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES   HANDCRAFTED QUALITY

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite Heirloom Reproductions

Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 - Thursday 10-7 - Sunday 1-5:30
(908) 756-7623 - www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

20 Stirling Road - Watchung, NJ 07069

BANCROFT
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA. PC.320 $112
FULL EA. PC. 480 $229

CRYSTAL
SUGG. 50%

TWIN EA.PC. 480 $240
FULL EA.PC. 650 $325
QUEEN SET 1350 $675
KING SET 2240 $1120

JADE
SUGG. 50%

TWIN EA.PC.650 $325
FULL EA.PC. 820 $410
QUEEN SET 1780 $890
KING SET 2790 $1395

DIAMOND P.T.
SUGG. 50%

TWIN SET 2420 $1210
FULL SET 2960 $1480
QUEEN SET 3240 $1620
KING SET 4570 $2285

SATURN
SUGG. 50%

TWIN EA.PC.1520 $760
FULL EA.PC.1840 $920 
QUEEN SET 4010 $2005
KING SET 5730 $2865

A FREE Comforter with 
ALL Master’s Sets!*

10 Days ONLY!
*See Store for Details.

PLUS...

HURRY IN!
SALE ENDS
NOVEMBER 14TH!

Library to Celebrate
Gaming Day Nov. 12
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library will celebrate National
Gaming Day on Saturday, November
12, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Everyone is
invited to attend and play a game, in-
cluding cards, chess, checkers, Scrabble
and Sudoku, among other choices.

More than 1,000 libraries
throughout the country will show-
case gaming programs and services
that day in support of National Gam-
ing Day 2011.

National Gaming Day is an initia-
tive, now in its fourth year, of the
American Library Association. It is
designed to reconnect communities
through their libraries around the
educational, recreational and social
value of all types of games.

The Fanwood Memorial Library,
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road, will have gaming areas set up
throughout the library. All ages are
invited to participate.

For more information about this ac-
tivity and other programs, call the
Fanwood Memorial Library at (908)
322-6400, visit the library’s circulation
desk or friend the library on Facebook
(Fanwood Memorial Library).
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.comWL 11/03/11

8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

When choosing care at home, 
CHOOSE EXPERIENCE 

 

�� Personal care and homemaking services 
�� Flexible scheduling and affordable rates 
��Medicaid & Veteran’s Benefit accepted 
�� Emotional support for both client and family 
��Access to array of SAGE Eldercare’s programs 
��NEW!  Holistic Living Services (including at-home geriatric 

massage, healing touch, and more!) 
 

Call Stephanie 
908.598.5529 

www.sageeldercare.org 

Certified  
Home Health 

Aides  
Hourly & Live-In 

 

RN Supervised  

Protect your family for less,
build cash value or even get
your premiums back if the
death benefit has not been
paid out at the end of the
level premium period.

Adjustable Premium Level Term Life Insurance policy series 08025 in all states except CA, MT, NY, WI;
08075 in MT, A08025 in NY & WI, and not available in CA.

State Farm Life Insurance Company , Bloomington, IL (Not licensed in MA, NY and WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI) , Bloomington, ILP092015.1

LIFE insurance 

that makes it 

WORTH 

LIVING.

statefarm.com®

Joseph M Lorenzo, Agent
431 Park Avenue

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
Bus: 908-322-4373

www.josephlorenzo.com

Joseph M Lorenzo, Agent
431 Park Avenue

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
Bus: 908-322-4373

www.josephlorenzo.com

David Befeler, MD FACS
Board Certified Surgeon

GENERAL

SURGERY

SPECIALIZING in

DISEASES of the BREAST,

GALLBLADDER and HERNIA

Consultation and Second Opinion

in Gastrointestinal Disease

We Accept Most Major Insurance Plans

Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield
•Aetna •Cigna •Medicare •Amerihealth •Coresource & many others

We Specialize in Personalized Care and take pride in
the Individual Attention we are able to give our patients.

555 WESTFIELD AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ

908-232-6000 • www.westfieldsurgeon.com
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     Early Morning & Evening Appointments Available.
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Dedication of Bricks
To Honor Veterans

MOUNTAINSIDE – Dedication of
the veterans’ memorial bricks will
take place on Friday, November 11,
Veterans Day, at 2 p.m. at the Hetfield
House in Mountainside. These bricks,
plus others, will line the walkway
leading to the historic property, lo-
cated on Constitution Plaza adjacent
to the Mountainside Public Library.

A recent drive netted a dozen new
bricks in memory of those citizens
who served their country in past and
present wars. The bricks will join
hundreds of others along the walk-
way. “We will continue selling vet-
erans bricks as part of our regular
program, to be dedicated each Vet-
erans Day in the future,” said Cindy
West, Mountainside Historic Resto-
ration Committee member.

The tree-lighting ceremony and
cookie sale will take place on Saturday,
December 3, and the Gingerbread Open
House will be held on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11. For more information, visit
mountainsidehistory.org.

Pray and Play Event
Is Set For Saturday

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites fami-
lies with children ages 4 and under to
a Shabbat Pray and Play event this
Saturday, November 5, featuring mu-
sic, maracas, puppets and parachutes.

The monthly, 30-minute interac-
tive service, led by Student Cantor
Vicky Glikin, will begin at 10 a.m.
and will be followed by a free bagel
brunch in the playroom. Older sib-
lings are welcome.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues in Fanwood. Participants will
meet in the chapel around the corner,
off Marian Avenue. Attendees are
asked to enter through the door on
Marian marked Temple Sholom. For
more information, call (908) 889-
4900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org
or visit sholomnj.org.

Church Thrift Shop
Slates Holiday Sale

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church Thrift Shop will hold
its annual Holiday Sale on consecu-
tive Wednesdays, November 9 and
16, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. There will
be many unused items, as well as the
usual slightly used clothing and other
merchandise.

Clothing for all sizes will be avail-
able, as well as household furnishings,
kitchen tools and dishes, decorative
items including pictures and frames, as
well as holiday trimmings for homes
and trees. A large selection of books
and jewelry will be offered as well.

Thrift shop workers are all volun-
teers and proceeds will benefit local
charities. Ample parking is available.
The shop is located in the McDermott
Place church entrance. For further
information, call (908) 889-8891.

Coldwell Banker Event
To Include Food Drive

AREA – Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Brokerage in New Jersey
and Rockland County, N.Y. will host
a special open house event entitled
“Fall in Love with the American
Dream” on Sunday, November 13,
during which attendees will have
an opportunity to learn about the
joys of homeownership.

Hundreds of home sellers will
participate during the weekend open
house extravaganza, which also will
include a food drive to support lo-

cal food pantries. For a list of open
houses taking part in the “Fall in
Love with the American Dream”
event, visit
coldwellbankermoves.com.

Non-perishable food items will
be collected at each of the open
house events and donated to food
pantries in the local community.
“This is an excellent opportunity
for us to help out members of our
community who desperately need
our assistance as the holidays ap-
proach,” said Hal Maxwell, presi-
dent of Coldwell Banker Residen-
tial Brokerage in New Jersey and
Rockland County, N.Y.

“Our philosophy at Coldwell
Banker and our charitable arm,
Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-
kerage Cares, has always been to
support the Cornerstones of Life
every individual needs: food, shel-
ter, health and community,” added
Mr. Maxwell.

UNITED FOR A CAUSE…For the second consecutive year, six women from
Westfield showed that in three days and 60 miles, they could help change the
course of breast cancer forever. From October 14 to 16, they formed the Pink
Links team in support of the Susan G. Komen Foundation’s Philadelphia 3-Day
for the Cure. This year, the team raised over $27,000 for the cause. Pictured, left
to right, are: Laurie Grossman, Miriam Verga, Lauren LaConti, Jonna Berman,
Amy Rollins and Helene Coustan.

Chosen People Rep
Due at Grace Church
WESTFIELD – Jeff Kran, a repre-

sentative of Chosen People Minis-
tries, will speak at the Grace Church
on Sunday, November 13, during the
11 a.m. worship service. He will
present “Understanding Jewish Ob-
jections to the Gospel.”

Chosen People Ministries is on the
forefront of Jewish evangelism. The
ministry began in 1894, when Rabbi
Leopold Cohn came to believe that
Jesus was the Messiah of Israel. Since
that time, hundreds of Chosen People
workers have shared the Gospel mes-
sage of salvation in Jesus with Jewish
people around the world.

The Grace Church is located at
1100 Boulevard in Westfield. A love
offering will be taken.

Church Seeks Vendors
For Upcoming Bazaar
AREA – The Bumble Bee Bazaar

will return to the Church of the As-
sumption on Saturday, December 3,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. It will take
place in the church’s Lower Chiego
Hall, located at 113 Chiego Place in
Roselle Park.

Vendors are needed for this event.
The cost per vendor is $20 a table;
tables and chairs will be provided.
Interested persons are asked to con-
tact Diane Burgos at (201) 522-8022
or via e-mail at nany122@msn.com.
Space is limited.

Hosted by the Women of Assump-
tion Ministry of the Church of the
Assumption, this biannual event is
held as a fundraiser. The next one
will take place in spring 2012.

Girl Scouts to Mark 100th
By Crossing GW Bridge

AREA – The Girl Scout Councils of
New Jersey will hold a ceremonial
“bridging” event on Sunday, Novem-
ber 13, beginning at 9 a.m., with thou-
sands of Girl Scouts walking across
the George Washington Bridge.

The Girl Scouts anticipate as many
as 5,000 members, volunteers and
alumnae will be part of this experi-
ence of “bridging” into the next cen-
tury of Girl Scouting.

Due to increased interest from neigh-
boring states, the Girl Scout Councils
of New Jersey have opened up regis-
tration nationwide, providing this
unique opportunity to all members.

The traditional Girl Scout ceremony,
where girls walk across a bridge to
signify passage from one level of Girl
Scouting to another, is being done on
a very large scale to mark the start of
the 100th anniversary celebration of
Girl Scouting. Girl Scouts and their
accompanying leaders or parents are
encouraged to sign up quickly, since
only a limited number of people can
be accommodated at the bridge.

“Bridging is such a significant part
of Girl Scouting, which is why this
historic bridging event is the perfect
way to kick off our 100th anniversary
celebration,” said Susan Brooks,
Chief Executive Officer of Girl Scouts
Heart of New Jersey Council.

“All four New Jersey councils will

join together to celebrate this mile-
stone as Girl Scouting bridges into the
next century of nurturing and empow-
ering girls of courage, confidence and
character. We are excited to invite
councils from other states to join us in
this historic event,” she added.

Registration is now open to all Girl
Scouts, but space is limited. To regis-
ter, all participants, including adults,
must be registered with the Girl
Scouts. Those interested can register
for the event and/or become a Girl
Scout online at girlscouts100nj.org.

In addition, participants will have
the opportunity to participate in a full
day of fun, crafts and activities. The
$50 per-participant ticket price covers
the cost of the bridging and all on-site
activities, including the A.C. Moore
Craft Zone, Zumbatonic, bounce
houses, rock wall climbing, sports clin-
ics by Sports Authority, souvenir lunch
bags from FLOMO, entertainment and
more. Free parking, a commemora-
tive scarf and patch and a boxed lunch
also are included in the price.

The four Girl Scout councils in
New Jersey have come together to
celebrate Girl Scouting’s 100th anni-
versary, forming the Girl Scout Coun-
cils of New Jersey. To learn more
about the organization, the 100th
anniversary and upcoming events,
visit girlscouts100nj.org.

Y Zumba and Bike Activity
To Benefit LIVESTRONG

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA has
been selected to offer LIVESTRONG,
a free physical activity and wellbeing
initiative that helps cancer survivors
reach their holistic health goals.

In an effort to support this new
initiative, the Y will host a Zumbathon
and Bike-a-Thon event to benefit the
program. It will take place on Sun-
day, November 20, at the Y facility,
located at 1340 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The Zumbathon will be held in
Gym 2 from 5 to 8 p.m. and the Bike-
a-Thon (cycle portion) will be held in
the Cycle Studio, also from 5 to 8
p.m. There will be three Zumba
classes and three cycle classes in a
row from 5 to 8 p.m. simultaneously.
Participants can pick and choose the
classes they want to attend, stay for
all three or come at the hour mark
between 5 and 8 p.m.

Yellow ribbons will be available
for purchase, for $1 each, to com-
memorate a cancer survivor in a
participant’s life. Individuals are in-
vited to tie their ribbons in the front
of the Y. There also will be a basket
raffle.

This event is open to all Y members
and non-members. Pre-registration
is going on now for this event. The
cost is $10 per class when pre-regis-

tering and will be $15 per class at the
door. Proceeds will directly benefit
and help sustain the LIVESTRONG
initiative at the Y. For more informa-
tion or to pre-register for this event,
visit the Member Service Desk at the
Y, call Sheri Cognetti or Donna Peart
at (908) 889-8880, extension no. 104,
or e-mail
LIVESTRONG@fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org.
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DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Style for your windows, savings
for you. With their beautiful colors,
fabrics and designs, Hunter Douglas
window fashions are always a smart
choice for creating inviting, attractive
spaces. And now through December 12,
mail-in rebates let you enjoy select
styles at a savings of $25 to $300 per
unit.* Purchase and install their energy-
ef cient Duette® Architella® Honeycomb
Shades before the end of this year,
and you may qualify for a federal tax
credit of up to $500.** Ask us for details.
Clockwise from  top left: Silhouette® Window Shadings,
Luminette® Privacy Sheers, Duette® Architella® Honeycomb
Shades, Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made 9/13/11 – 12/12/11. Rebate offers may not be combined; there is a limit of one rebate per qualifying unit. For each qualifying unit purchased,
the higher applicable rebate amount will apply. Other limitations and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. **For
tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, ask a salesperson or visit hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. The tax credit for
2011 is subject to a limitation based in part on the amount of Section 25C credits taken in prior years. It is recommended that you consult your tax advisor regarding your individual tax situation
and your ability to claim this tax credit. ©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

25402

PLUS: Paper Chase is offering now
thru 11/30/11 Free LiteRise Cordless
Lift System on each of the following
Hunter Douglas window fashions:

Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
Vignette® TieredTM Modern Roman Shades

Brilliance® pleated shades
Country Woods® wood blinds

EverWood® alternative wood blinds

Store Hours:
M-F: 7am - 6:30pm • Thurs: 7am - 9pm

Sat: 7am - 5pm • Sun: 8am - 1pm

63 WESTFIELD AVENUE, CLARK
(732) 381-8787

A Showcase Hunter Douglas Headquarters
www.paperchaseclark.hdspd.com

email: paperchasedecorating@verizon.net

FISH-N-CHIPS & MUCH MORE!!!

FISH-N-CHIPS · GRILLED FISH & CHICKEN · SALADS

CHOWDER · STEAMED CLAMS & MUSSELS · SPECIALTY

SANDWICHES · DAILY SPECIALS & MORE
(DINE-IN, TAKE-OUT, CATERING)

231 South Ave. East

Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-5533

www.CodAlmightyChippery.com

“FEATURED IN THE NY TIMES & PRAISED
    BY THE STAR-LEDGER’S CHIEF FOOD 
             CRITIC, PETER GENOVESE”

15% OFF
DINE-IN or TAKE-OUT

With This Coupon

Trustees Recognize Friends
For Long Service to Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – The board of

trustees of the Scotch Plains Public
Library recently honored the Friends
of the Library group for donating more
than $100,000 over the past 10 years
to improve collections, programs and
new initiatives at the library.

Several of the newest programs
sponsored by the Friends are loan-
able e-readers (Kindles, NOOKs and
Kobos) and the Museum Pass pro-
gram that provides free admission to
many museums in New York City
and New Jersey.

The Friends also sponsor the sum-
mer reading programs and many of
the adult lectures and concerts held at
the library. Much of their funding
comes from their annual book sale,
held each March, featuring more than
10,000 used books on sale for all
ages. Donations for the 2012 sale
will begin in January.

The Friends currently are holding a
membership drive. Anyone who joins
the Friends of the Scotch Plains Public
Library or renews his or her current
membership by Monday, November

14, will be eligible for the group’s
NOOK Giveaway. Applications for
membership are available at the li-
brary or online at scotlib.org/friends-
of-sppl.

At the November 14 Friends meet-
ing, one membership form will be
selected. That member will receive a
new Barnes & Noble NOOK e-reader,
perfect for use with ListenNJ, a new
service at the library that gives free
access to e-books, audiobooks and
music. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.

FRIENDS INDEED…The Scotch Plains Public Library Board of Trustees
recently honored the Friends of the Library group for its efforts on behalf of the
library over the past decade. Pictured, from left to right, are: Scotch Plains Mayor
Nancy Malool, President of the Library Board Jeffrey Noonan, Past President of
the Friends Lori Klein and current Friends President Joe Quarto. LION LEADERS…At a recent meeting of the Scotch Plains Lions Club, new

officers for 2011-2012 were installed. Pictured, from left to right, are: Ralph Anilo
and Jerry Kirshenbaum, advisory board; Sandy Pompilio, secretary; Barbara
Anilo, president; Don Wussler, treasurer, and Ron Kelly, vice-president. The
service club meets on the second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at Jade Isle
on Terrill Road in Scotch Plains. For more information or to attend a meeting,
call President Barbara Anilo at (908) 322-4472.

Golden Agers Announce
Playhouse-Luncheon

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club will cel-
ebrate the start of the holiday season
at the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse with
a presentation of the musical revue
“A Playhouse Christmas” and a lun-
cheon on Monday, December 5.

Tickets are $75, which includes the
play, luncheon and bus ride from the
Scotch Hills Country Club parking
lot, located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains. The
bus will leave at 10 a.m. on that day.

The menu will feature Yankee Pot
Roast, Stuffed Breast of Chicken, Fried

Shrimp and Scallops, Roast Turkey
with Cranberry Stuffing and Catch of
the Day, with all favored accompani-
ments. A dessert table will follow. All
are welcome to participate. Those in-
terested are asked to respond by Tues-
day, November 15, as this popular trip
usually fills up early.

The Golden Agers Club affords se-
nior citizens a chance to socialize,
share ideas and obtain information.
The club meets weekly at 10 a.m. on
Thursdays, September through June,
at the Scotch Hills Country Club. For
club information, call Jean DeTore at
(908) 889-4121. Trip details are avail-
able by calling Mary De Jesso at
(908) 654-4512.

229 Charles Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908-389-0222 
www.doctormerriman.com 
www.dentalchronicles.com 

Find us on 

Dr. Merriman is accepting new patients.  

SUNITA MERRIMAN, DDS 
Dentistry For Those Who Expect The Best. 

Improving The Lives Of Our Patients. 
 

“I came to Dr. Merriman's practice with hopes of 
improving my smile for a very important day - my 
wedding day!  Dr. Merriman and her staff worked 
with me and my very busy pre-wedding day 
schedule to develop a dental plan that was both 
efficient and affordable. She and her staff were 
knowledgeable, kind and thorough in their work.  
What resulted was a great smile that I could be 
proud to show off on the happiest day of my life!  
Many thanks to Dr. Merriman and her staff!” 

~ Cristin Sedelmaier 

Senior Club to Host
Playhouse Excursion
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Senior

Citizen Club of Mountainside will
host a trip to the Hunterdon Hills
Playhouse on Saturday, November
26, for lunch and a holiday musical
revue. All are welcome.

Attendees will see a performance of
“A Playhouse Christmas 2011,” fea-
turing holiday song-and-dance num-
bers, humorous skits and other enter-
tainment. Luncheon choices will in-
clude Yankee Pot Roast, Fried Shrimp
and Scallops, Breast of Chicken with
Stuffing, Catch of the Day and Roast
Turkey with Cranberry Stuffing.

The bus will depart at 9:45 a.m.
from the Our Lady of Lourdes park-
ing lot, located at 300 Central Avenue
in Mountainside. The cost is $62 for
members and $65 for non-members.
Checks should be made payable to
Mountainside Seniors. For more in-
formation, call Eve Vitale at (908)
789-8568.

ECF Seeks Granters
Of Sick Kids’ Wishes
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Emmanuel Cancer Foundation
(ECF) is seeking help from the com-
munity to fulfill the “Holiday Wish
Lists” of children who suffer from
cancer.

A New Jersey non-profit organi-
zation, ECF was founded in 1983
by Joseph and Susan Vizzoni, who
lost their son, Emmanuel, at the age
of 7 to cancer. The mission of ECF
is to preserve the quality of life for
any New Jersey family whose child
has been diagnosed with cancer.

According to Central Regional
Director Barbara Kopel, “These chil-
dren must face an ongoing daily
battle with this insidious disease and
we want to give them a very special
holiday – a time to forget about
cancer. The wish lists are in, but we
are in need of ‘wish granters.’”

Any individual or company/or-
ganization interested in helping with
this endeavor is asked to call Ms.
Kopel at (908) 322-4323, exten-
sion no. 17.

Craft and Gift Fair
Set For Saturday

WESTFIELD – The Redeemer
Lutheran Church, located at 229
Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield,
will hold its fourth annual Shepherd’s
Hook Craft and Gift Fair this Satur-
day, November 5, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. A variety of items will be fea-
tured. Parking is available on Clark
Street as well as the church and school
parking lot.

“Find what brings you joy and go there” 
 

 
 

Find Nirvana.  Get vacation sleep EVERY night!  Let us build you your perfect 
mattress.  We have over 30 years of mattress building experience, right here in 

your neighborhood. 

YYou order it… we build it… we deliver it!  

 
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ * 908-322-4178 

www.mattressfac.com  
Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5 

  Scan here with your 
smart phone to 
enter our giveaway 
of an Amazon Kindle Made in U.S.A.

Sophisticated. Not Stuffy.

Only Silhouette shadings with the
ignature S-Vane™ create warm and

inviting light like no other window
covering can. Call today!

© 2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and ™ are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

FREE: Measurement
& Installation
In Home Consultation

Additional  $50 OFF each unit.
Manufacturer Mail-in Rebate.

Must be purchased between 9/13 and 12/12/11

844 South Avenue West, Westfield

(908) 654-9555

BlindworksNJ.com

Probitas Verus Honos
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

       ow Offering the New

Willow View Mausoleum,

 A Unique Concept in

Memorial Properties.

   eauty, Dignity & Peace

Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Fairview Cemetery
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 908-232-0781

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

N
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                             Card of Thanks
          The family of Phyllis Germinder wishes to

         extend their heartfelt gratitude to all of those

            who attended the visitation, attended the

       Church service, sent flowers, made memorial

          donations and many other acts of love and

         kindness, both before and after her passing.

Screenings to Address
Stroke, Osteoporosis
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Hills Country Club, located at 820
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains, will
host Life Line Screening on Wednes-
day, November 9. Residents living in
and around the Scotch Plains com-
munity can be screened to reduce
their risk of having a stroke or bone
fracture.

Screenings identify potential car-
diovascular conditions such as
blocked arteries and irregular heart
rhythm, abdominal aortic aneu-
rysms, and hardening of the arteries
in the legs, which is a strong predic-
tor of heart disease. A bone density
screening to assess osteoporosis risk
also will be offered and is appropri-
ate for both men and women.

Packages start at $139. All five
screenings take 60 to 90 minutes to
complete. For more information re-
garding the screenings or to sched-
ule an appointment, call 1-(800) 697-
9721 or visit lifelinescreening.com.
Pre-registration is required.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet Nov. 14

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on
Monday, November 14, at 1:30 p.m.
in the Holy Trinity Interparochial
School gymnasium, located at 336
First Street in Westfield. All are
welcome.

Alex Shipley from the Merchants
and Drover’s Tavern in Rahway will
be the guest speaker. He is director
of the Rahway Public Library, di-
rector of Museum Operations and
city historian for Rahway. Mr.
Shipley has written four books, one
of which is “The Case of the Un-
known Woman.” Copies will be
available for people to purchase and
Mr. Shipley will sign them.

Father Matthew Looney will talk
about the club’s trip to the
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse, sched-
uled for Tuesday, December 20.
Individuals may sign up for the trip
at the upcoming meeting.

Dominic Lisanti will collect
money for the club’s Tuesday, De-
cember 13 Christmas luncheon. The
club has expressed appreciation to
all for continuing to bring non-per-
ishable food products for the food
pantry.

Leo H. Kanerva, 91, WW II Veteran;
NYU Cum Laude Graduate and CPA

Leo H. Kanerva, 91, of Scotch
Plains died on Friday, October 28,
2011, at Center for Hope Hospice
in Scotch Plains.

Born in New York City, he lived
in New Rochelle, N.Y. before mov-
ing to Scotch Plains in 1965.

Mr. Kanerva was a veteran of
World War II and served in the Sig-
nal Corps of the U.S. Army. He
graduated cum laude from New York
University with a degree in account-
ing and was a Certified Public Ac-
countant and a member of AICPA.

He was employed with Airco in
New York, then in Murray Hill, for
over 35 years.

Surviving are his wife of 63 years,
Frances (née Krueger), and his
daughter, Jean Kanerva Farnworth.

A service was held yesterday,
Wednesday, November 2, at the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Interment fol-
lowed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Those who wish may make me-
morial donations to the Alzheimer’s
Association, 400 Morris Avenue,
Suite 251, Denville, N.J. 07834
(www.alz.org/nj). For additional in-
formation or to sign the guestbook,
visit fanwoodmemorial.com.

November 3, 2011
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By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir. Youth & Family Counseling Service

A Look at Overcoming
Stigma of Mental Illness

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

People will often share the unique
stressors of loss of physical wellness
due to a medical condition. We can all
empathize with those suffering with
diabetes, heart disease and cancer.
Friends and family will support and
rally around you. Communities may
even sponsor a special breakfast or
dinner to help provide financial sup-
port to families and help them manage
the financial and emotional stress of
such illnesses. Unfortunately, mental
illness is viewed quite differently. The
stigma of mental illness can range
from subtle assumptions that you could
be violent or unstable, to more harm-
ful effects such as bullying or work
and housing discrimination.

Q: A new college graduate, Joanne,
has been struggling with major de-
pressive disorder for several years
and is concerned about the stigma of
mental illness. Joanne asks, “what if

someone finds out that I take medi-
cation and I am in therapy? Can it
affect my ability to get a job? What
will my friends think?”

A: My response was first, to sup-
port the client’s feelings and allow
her a safe and non-judging place to
share and express. Next, it was im-
portant to work through her own
stigma and her thoughts and beliefs
about mental illness. We began to
work on overcoming her own de-
structive self-judgments. I shared
real facts about mental illness, in-
cluding treatments and many suc-
cess stories. I discouraged identify-
ing herself as her illness; i.e. rather
than saying, “I am depressed,” say
“I have clinical depression.” We
found a local support group and di-
rected her to NAMI, the National
Alliance on Mental Illness, for addi-
tional support and resources.

Mental illness is not a sign of weak-
ness but rather a part of the human
condition that can be brought on by a
combination of factors out of our con-
trol, such as genetics, environmental
stressors, brain damage, trauma and
long-term substance abuse. It is a per-
sonal choice who we share with re-
garding issues of our health. No one
needs to know! Many famous and
accomplished people have had mental
illness, including: Abraham Lincoln,
Ernest Hemingway, Virginia Woolf,
Jane Pauley and Bette Midler. Laws
protect us from discrimination and
breaches of confidentiality. Joanne left
the session feeling more hopeful and
more confident.

“Mental illness is nothing to be
ashamed of, but stigma and bias
shame us all.” – Bill Clinton.

MOM Posts Success
In Aiding Uganda

WESTFIELD – Mothers On a Mis-
sion (MOM), a local non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to improving the
lives of women and children in devel-
oping countries, has revealed the suc-
cess of its recent clothing drive to
benefit those in need in Uganda.

Last spring, the organization held
its second annual Baby Blanket and
Clothing Drive. Westfield Lacrosse
donated hundreds of T-shirts to clothe
orphans at the Children’s Ark Or-
phanage in Uganda. Local schools
donated clothes, baby blankets and
Advil Gel caps for the Alanyi
Healthcare Center. Advil is given to
women during childbirth in lieu of an
epidural and for pain management in
cancer patients.

As a result of MOM’s first annual
fundraiser at Echo Lake Country Club
in Westfield last November, a mater-
nity ward is being built at the Alanyi
Healthcare Center.

This November, MOM will sell
cookbooks to raise money for contin-
ued improvements at Alanyi. For more
information, visit
mothersonamission.vpweb.com.

THANKYOU FROM ALL OF US! …Youngsters at the Children’s Ark Orphan-
age in Uganda enjoy T-shirts donated by Westfield Lacrosse during Mothers On
a Mission’s recent Baby Blanket and Clothing Drive.
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For Your Insurance and 
Savings Needs

05-3035 © 2011 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI (Northwestern Mutual).

Jeff Rembisz CLU®, ChFC®
Westfield
(908) 389-9909
jeffrembisz.com

Union Catholic Celebrates
Success of First 5k Run/Walk

SCOTCH PLAINS – On October
22, Union Catholic High School
(UC) held its first annual 5K Run/
Walk. The event was initiated by
the Athletic Marketing Team and
run by Joan Badala O’Donnell,
Class of 1977, as a way to create
momentum leading up to the 50th

Anniversary in 2013. It was a huge
success with 228 total participants.

Held on a beautiful fall day, the
course took runners through a lovely
Scotch Plains neighborhood, where
they returned from the race to a
breakfast of bagels, fruit, and bev-
erages at UC. The race winners and
course holders were Kevin
Mulligan, Class of 2010, (17:21.0)
and Rosalia Diaz (23:02.0).

Union Catholic’s 50th Anniver-
sary Celebration began in 2009 with
the welcoming of the “Golden
Class,” the Class of 2013. This class,
now juniors, also commenced the
Student Giving Program, where stu-
dents monetarily give back to UC
before they even leave the building
upon graduation. All events for the
Class of 2013 have been “golden”
in some way, such as the additional
activity added to their Freshman
Field Day in 2010—searching for
gold coins. The 5K Race was named
Race to the Gold to continue with
this mindset. Profits from the event
will be going towards Union Catho-
lic Athletics.

SUCCESS…Union Catholic High School held its first annual 5K Run/Walk. Pic-
tured is a group of student runners and volunteers at Union Catholic’s first 5K Race.

Community Credit Union
Welcomes New Members

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nationwide
movement urges customers of big
banks to switch to credit unions. With
thousands of consumers pledging to
move their money to a credit union
by November 5 as part of “Bank
Transfer Day,” United Financial Ser-
vices Federal Credit Union
(www.ufsfcu.org) reports they wel-
come new members and have pre-
pared a “switch kit” to make the
process of transitioning their ac-
counts easier.

“Every day is a good day to join a
credit union,” said Linda Farro
Wood, CEO of United Financial
Services Federal Credit Union.
“Now is the time to become one of
more than 92 million Americans
nationwide who are already enjoy-
ing the advantages of credit union
membership.”

In fact, the Credit Union National
Association (CUNA) estimates that,
over the last year (12 months ending
June ’11), the average credit union
member saved $69 (and $132 per
household) just by doing business at a
credit union. And that’s on average; the
more a consumer does with a credit
union, the more the consumer saves.

Credit unions are not-for-profit fi-
nancial cooperatives, organized solely
to meet the needs of their members,
who govern the institution by electing
from within the membership officers
and directors (who establish the poli-
cies under which the credit union op-
erates). The elected officials typically
employ professional management to
run the credit union day-by-day. Vot-
ing is one person, one vote, meaning
every member has an equal voice re-
gardless of the amount of savings or
loans they have with the credit union.

To join a credit union, a person
must meet eligibility requirements
(called a “field of membership”).
United Financial Services is a com-
munity credit union and membership
is open to anyone who lives, works,
attends school or worships in most
Union County towns.

“We’re currently promoting our
checking account to attract new mem-
bers,” Ms. Farro Wood added. “It’s

simply free checking that’s easy to
manage; no minimum deposit is re-
quired and there are no monthly ser-
vice charges. The member is also
provided with a free VISA check
card; with access to point of sale
merchants and 43,000 surcharge free
ATMs worldwide. Members that di-
rect deposit net pay or other recur-
ring income to the credit union, e.g.
Social Security benefits, are provided
free checks.”

“Make your decision based on your
needs and that of your family,” Ms.
Farro Wood said. “If you like saving
money, and conducting your finan-
cial business at a place that focuses
on your needs, join a credit union.”

United Financial Services Federal
Credit Union is a Scotch Plains based
community credit union that offers a
broad range of products and services,
including free bill pay and online bank-
ing, to meet the needs of its members.
For more information, visit
www.ufsfcu.org or contact Elena
Trentacoste at etrentacoste@ufsfcu.org
or (800) 796-5000, extension no.20.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

www.SwingTraderDow.com

1-732-964-3158 (7p-10p Eves.)

True. Accurate Past Performance Results You Can Bank On

Auto-traded Accounts Available                 Trading Partnerships Available 

Our service averages $1500-$2000 a month per contract…The perfect alternative 
investment to compliment any traditional stock or mutual fund portfolio

ALTERNATIVE DIVERSIFICATION

Financial planners will tell you to diversify 5% to 10% of your overall net worth into 
alternative investments such as gold, real estate and yes, FUTURES – with stocks you are 

trading those stocks against the sentiment of the market.  With index futures you are 
trading the pure essence of the market sentiment; you are able to go long or short at the 

start of the trading day as market sentiment dictates.

AN ANNUITY ALERTNATIVE

Annuities for retirement have their place, but why spend $100,000.00 to $250,000.00
for a limited monthly income subject to a bevy of regulations that don’t have spousal

survival rights.  With a fraction of the investment, invest in futures and realize relatively
safe income generation to meet monthly retirement expenses.

SAVE FOR COLLEGE

College expenses are increasing year after year.  529 College Plans invested in the stock
market are simply not providing the investment cushion that will be needed to fund a 

college education now or down the road:  these plans are limited in the amount you can 
invest in them each year.  A minimum investment in an auto-traded index futures account 

offered by us will generate monthly income to save for the future or meet recurring 
college expenses now.

Generate Monthly Cash Flow           Generate Monthly Income

Generate savings for College              Generate Funny Money

Minimum Investment:  $10,000.00
Auto-Traded Accounts

YOUR FUTURE MIGHT BE IN FUTURES

Edward J. Hobbie
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Named by New Jersey Monthly Magazine

“Super Lawyer in Elder Law”

and

Mark E. Hobbie
ATTORNEY AT LAW

ESTATE PLANNING • ELDER LAW • WILLS AND TRUSTS • REAL ESTATE

908-276-4777
476 SOUTH AVENUE, E., CRANFORD, N.J. 07016

No aspect of this advertisement has been approved by the NJ Supreme Court

NO OTHER BUILDER

HAS MORE

Award

PROJECTS

IN WESTFIELD, NJ

THAN SIMPSONS BUILDERS

“There’s a reason why”

Todd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson Annis

908-232-6380 • www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Winning

F.I.T. Now’s Personal Focus
Offers New Way to Work Out
SCOTCH PLAINS – Longtime

friends, Westfield residents and certi-
fied fitness professionals, Nanette
Loftus and Patty Bromberg, decided
to join forces and start their own
fitness company, called F.I.T. now
(Focused/Intense/Training). F.I.T.
now specializes in small group classes
designed to meet individuals’ spe-
cific needs, without the intimidation
of a large gym, expensive personal
trainers or confusing equipment.

Unlike in large exercise classes,
F.I.T. now offers personal attention,
providing a more productive work-
out leading to better results. Each
class adds variety and an intensity
not found in other traditional exer-
cise formats. Classes consist of inter-

val training, which include: cardio,
plyometrics, stretching, core and
strength training.

Classes currently are being held at
Athletic Edge, conveniently located
at 1718 East 2nd Street in Scotch
Plains, N.J., two blocks off of Park
Avenue. For more information, con-
tact Nanette at (908) 313-7873 or
Patty at (973) 223-0004, e-mail
time2getfitnow@gmail.com and find
on Facebook.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

  

SSt. Bartholomew Academy 
 

The Catholic Academy  
that makes a difference in your child’s life. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving children 
Full day Pre-K                in grades             Fully Integrated    
&  Kindergarten              Pre-K – 8th            Technology 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
 

Call for information or visit:  www.stbacademy.org 

    
                   
     
         
    
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

1 East Broad Street   

Westfield, New Jersey   

908-233-9570  

www.wesleyhall.org  
   

MorninMorning and AfternooAfternoon Sessions  

2 ½ years old through Kindergarten  

LuncLunch and EnrichmenEnrichment ClasseClasses AvailablAvailable  

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN    
   

CallCall MondayMonday - FridayFriday BetweenBetween  9:00 am - 2:00 pmpm  
for Information and Tours  

Registration for 2012-2013:  February 6th, 2012

Edison School to Perform
The Witches by Roald Dahl

WESTFIELD – “Do you believe
in witches? I don’t mean the witches
that wear silly black hats and cloaks,
and ride on broomsticks. But this is
not a fairy tale.” Such begins the
amazing book, “The Witches,” by
Roald Dahl, which will be brought to
the stage by a cast and crew of nearly
one hundred Edison Intermediate
School (EIS) students, November 3
through 5.

In his ninth fall drama at EIS,
Michael Altmann, who is also a drama
and public speaking teacher, directs a
cast of sixth, seventh and eighth grade
students, including Emma Ohlig, Bri
Litchholt, Celine Fitzpatrick, Jake
Lorenzo, Danielle Gabuzda, as they
present a chilling legend promising to
scare you, delight you, and make you
think a little more about the tales you

were told as a child.
Performances are Friday, Novem-

ber 4, at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday,
November 5, at 7:30 p.m. The Thurs-
day matinee is a special presentation
for elementary school students ac-
companied by their parents, and se-
nior citizens, with tickets available at
the door for $5.00.

Purchase reserved seating tickets
for the evening performances in ad-
vance at lunchtime and after school
the week of the show for $5 or for $9
the evening of the performance. Edison
Intermediate School is located at 800
Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Edison Intermediate School cast of The Witches.
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Scotch Plains Campus
November 17

7:30PM
1390 Terrill Road

Scotch Plains
908-322-4652

Westfield Campus
November 3 – 7:30PM

December 13 – 9:00AM
510 Hillcrest Avenue

Westfield
908-233-7447

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on November 14,
2011 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 164 Helen Street, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 101 Lot
9, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Ann Allen.

The applicant requests install hot tub 10
feet from side property which is in violation
of: Section 184-134 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: hot tub ;
Permitted: 15 feet from side yard; Present:
10 feet from side yard; Proposed: 10 feet
from side yard.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Ann Allen

164 Helen Street
Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023

1 T - 11/3/11, The Times Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 6th of Septem-
ber 2011, and that said Ordinance will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 14th day of November 2011 at 7:30
p.m., at which time and place a public
hearing will be held prior to final passage
of said Ordinance and all interested per-
sons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same.  Copies of
said Ordinances can be obtained from the
Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior to
final adoption at no cost to any member of
the general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-15

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
THE REVISED GENERAL OR-
DINANCES OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
TO INCLUDE A NEW CHAP-
TER ENTITLED “PRECIOUS
METALS AND GEMS.”

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/3/11, The Times Fee: $29.07
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WHS Students Score High
On World Language Exams
WESTFIELD - Results are in for

the Advanced Placement World Lan-
guage exams administered in the
spring with 75 percent of the Westfield
High School students tested achiev-
ing high scores of 3, 4 or 5. The
national average was 62 percent. Ad-
vanced Placement exams with scores
of 3 or higher are generally accepted
as college credit.

In AP French, 15 of the 18 students
reached or exceeded that level, with 9
students achieving scores of 4 or 5; In
AP Spanish Literature, all 21 students
scored 3 or higher, with 19 achieving
a 4 or 5; In AP Latin, 3 of the 12
students reached or exceeded a score
of 3; In AP German, 1 of the 2 students
taking the exam reached the top level
of 5.

“We are extremely pleased with the
results of our students on the AP World
Languages (Language) exams,” stated
David Greer, Supervisor of World Lan-
guages in the Westfield Public Schools.
“These scores are a testament to the
hard work and dedication of the lan-
guage students and teachers at
Westfield High School.”

In the National Exams in Spanish,
Italian, German and Latin, also ad-
ministered last spring, Westfield stu-
dents scored exceptionally well.

Westfield High School students tak-
ing the National Spanish exam earned
a total of seven gold, 16 silver and 13
bronze medals along with 28 honor-
able mentions. “Attaining a medal or
honorable mention for any student on
the National Spanish Examinations is
very prestigious,” said Kevin Cessna-
Buscemi, National Director of the Ex-
ams, “because the exams are the larg-
est of their kind in the United States
with 140,373 students participating in
2011.”

In the National Italian Exam, one
WHS student placed second in the
state, two placed third, and 16 re-
ceived Honorable Mention.

The National German Exam re-
sulted in one gold, one silver, one
bronze, and six Achievement levels.
Of the 19 WHS students taking the
exams this year, nine were awarded
certificates.

Westfield High School had 65 stu-
dents take the National Latin Exam,
which has four levels of awards: cum
laude, magna cum laude, maxima cum
laude (silver medal), and summa cum
laude (gold medal). In total, Westfield
had 47 awards for the 65 students
taking the exam: 6 cum laude, 12
magna cum laude, 10 silver medal,
and 18 gold medal.

“The ability to speak and under-
stand a language other than English
enables our students to succeed in a
world that increasingly demands mul-
tilingualism,” noted David Greer. “Our
students are not only able to commu-
nicate with speakers of other languages
in their primary language(s), but they
are also able to understand the intrica-
cies of the cultures of the people,” he
explained.

“We would like to congratulate all
of our language students for their hard
work and dedication to learning an-
other language and we look forward
to offering more opportunities for stu-
dents to showcase their linguistic
proficiencies,” added Mr. Greer.

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-7154-11
FILE NO. 13189-11

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
JEFF SATKIN; MRS. JEFF
SATKIN, WIFE OF JEFF
SATKIN; KENNETH MC
ELWEE IN HIS CAPACITY AS
TRUSTEE OF THE MACRICH
ASSOCIATES, LLC PROFIT
SHARING PLAN; JOHN DOE,
SAID NAME BEING FICTI-
TIOUS; JANE DOE, SAID
NAME BEING FICTITIOUS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, NJ, an Answer to the Com-
plaint filed in a Civil Action, in which ALMAR
is the plaintiff and JEFF SATKIN, ET ALS;
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket No. F-
7154-11 within thirty-five (35) days after
November 3, 2011 exclusive of such date.
If you fail to answer or appear in accor-
dance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by De-
fault may be rendered against you for relief
demanded in the Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex -
CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 09-642, sold
on 12/2/2008, dated 12/10/2008, and was
recorded on 1/29/2009 in Book 12622 at
Page 649, made by MARIA GLAVAN,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to ALMAR and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, ALMAR. This
covers real estate located in PLAINFIELD,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 16 BLOCK 724 as

shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD. and
concerns premises commonly known as
11381140 PARK AVENUE, PLAINFIELD,
New Jersey.

YOU, JEFF SATKIN, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because you are the owner of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.

YOU, MRS. JEFF SATKIN, WIFE OF
JEFF SATKIN, are made party defendant
to the above foreclosure action because
plaintiff has been unable to determine
whether defendant JEFF SATKIN is mar-
ried, and if married, the name of JEFF
SATKIN’s spouse. If JEFF SATKIN is mar-
ried, the plaintiff joins MRS. JEFF SATKIN,
WIFE OF JEFF SATKIN as a defendant for
any possessory or marital rights you may
have.

YOU, KENNETH MC ELWEE IN HIS
CAPACITY AS TRUSTEE OF THE
MACRICH ASSOCIATES, LLC PROFIT
SHARING PLAN, are made party defen-
dant to the above foreclosure action be-
cause on August 10, 2004, American Tax
Funding, LLC, recorded a Tax Sale Certifi-
cate bearing No. 04-337 against Satkin,
Jeff, for a debt of $1,517.75, sold on June
16, 2004 for unpaid taxes/utility charges
for the year(s) 2003 recorded in the UNION
County Clerk’s/Register’s Office in Mort-
gage Book 10797 at page 533, dated June
29, 2004. Said lien is subordinate to the
Tax Sale Certificate being foreclosed here-
with.

On June 26, 2006 the aforesaid Lienor
assigned all its right, title and interest in
and to said Tax Sale Certificate to Kenneth
McElwee in His Capacity AS Trustee of the
Macrich Associates, LLC Profit Sharing
Plan by way of Assignment of that date,
which Assignment was recorded in the
UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s Office
on August 15, 2006 Book 1349 of Assign-
ment of Mortgages at page 748.

YOU, JOHN DOE, SAID NAME BEING
FICTITIOUS and JANE DOE, SAID NAME
BEING FICTITIOUS, tenants, are made
party defendants to the above foreclosure
action for any leasehold, possessory or
other interest they may have in to or against
the subject premises by virtue of their occu-
pancy except to the extent that said interest
is protected by the Anti-Eviction Act.
DATED:  October 27, 2011

Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 11/3/11, The Leader Fee: $104.55

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment  of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Mon-
day, November 14, 2011 in the Council
Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the
following Application for UBS, 109 North
Avenue West, Block 3103, Lot 12, Vari-
ances as follows:

Section 16.04H – permits certain win-
dow signage for non-residential second
and third floor uses in the CBD. The Appli-
cant is proposing a new wall sign (30.5
inches by 69.5 inches) on the buildings
south elevation to be located between the
second and third floor levels.

Section 16.04H – permits certain win-
dow signage for non-residential second
and third floor uses in the CBD. The Appli-
cant proposes to replace and enlarge an
existing sign located on the buildings east
elevation at the third floor level which sign
was permitted by a variance granted by
the Planning Board at its meeting on Janu-
ary 14, 1999. The sign approved by the
Planning Board in 1999 was 4 feet by 8
feet.  Although the sign that the Board
approved in 1999 had the same dimen-
sions of the sign now being proposed, the
sign that was installed after the Board’s
variance grant of 1999 was a smaller sign
with dimensions of 18 inches by 61.5 inches
and the installation of the larger replace-
ment sign would now require a new vari-
ance be granted.

Section 16.04H  - permits certain win-
dow signage for non-residential second
and third floor uses in the CBD. The appli-
cant proposes seven parking signs (four
on the south elevation and three on the
west elevation). Per Section 16.04Q1 of
the Land Use Ordinance, the necessity for
such signs and the number of such signs
shall be decided by The Board of Adjust-
ment or Planning Board, as the case may
be.

Section 16.04H  - permits certain win-
dow signage for non-residential second
and third floor uses in the CBS. The Appli-
cant wishes to retain parking space pave-
ment lettering that conveys information
regarding who is permitted to park in the
spaces.

Anyone interested in this Application
may appear and be heard on November
14, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Council Cham-
bers. Anyone interested in reviewing the
plans and application on file in the office of
the Town Engineer, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, NJ  may review said plans
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

JAMES B. FLYNN
Attorney for Applicant

1 T - 11/3/11, The Leader Fee: $55.59

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Mon-
day, November 14, 2011 at 7:30 PM in the
Town of Westfield Municipal Building,
Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING will be held by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Town of Westfield for
Preliminary & Final Site Plan, Use Vari-
ance and Bulk Variance Approvals (Sec-
tions 11.23.E.1: lot area – 80,000 square
feet required, 49,264 square feet existing
non-conforming condition, 48,178 square
feet proposed after dedication; 11.23.E.2:
lot width - 200 feet required, 133.2 feet
existing non-conforming condition;
17.03.B.4:  location of parking spaces -
permitted in rear yard only, parking in front
and side yards existing non-conforming
condition; 11.23.E.3:  front yard setback -
75 feet required, 70.7 feet existing non-
conforming condition, 224.76 feet pro-
posed; 17.02C.6a:  off-street parking - 81
spaces required; 59 spaces proposed;
17.04.A:  parking stall size - 9 feet x 18 feet
required, 8 feet x18 feet proposed; 11.23.A:
proposed veterinary hospital use not per-
mitted in the O-2 Zone District; 11.23.E.4:
side yard setback - 35 feet required, 8.17
feet proposed; 11.23.E.5:  rear yard set-
back - 50 feet required; 5.5 feet proposed;
11.23.A:  parking (“use”) not permitted in
front and side yards; 12.04.A:  principal
buildings - 1 permitted, 2 proposed during
construction; 16.04.F.3.c:  free-standing
sign area - 10 square feet maximum, 33.5
square feet proposed; 16.04.F.3.e:  free-
standing sign dimensions - 6 feet maxi-
mum, 8 feet proposed; 17.10.E: maximum
allowable height of lighting fixtures – 15
feet maximum, 20 feet proposed; 17.10.C:
illumination level - 0.5 footcandle maxi-
mum, illumination in excess of 0.5 foot-
candles proposed; 17.04.A:  parking stall
dimensions - 18 feet with 2 feet overhang
required, 18 feet with less than 2 feet
overhang proposed) and such other vari-
ances, relief and/or waivers that may be
required upon an analysis of the plans and
testimony at the Public Hearing on the
Application submitted by the Applicant/
Owner, RWM Family LLC for property lo-
cated at 562 Springfield Avenue, Block
1701, Lot 9 on the Tax Map of the Town of
Westfield. The property is located in the O-
2 Zone District. The Applicant is proposing
to demolish all existing structures and build
a new 3-story veterinary hospital with as-
sociated parking, lighting and signage on
the property.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, Monday through Friday from 8:30
AM to 4:30 PM.

JOSEPH A. PAPARO, ESQ.
Hehl & Hehl, P.C.

Attorneys for the Applicant/Owner
1 T - 11/3/11, The Leader Fee: $62.73

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 11/22/11, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Drainage Cleaning, Video and Repair Contract, North-2012;
Various locations in North Region, Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris,

Passaic, Sussex, Union, and Warren- Including and North of Route 57; 100%
State; DP No: 11411

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C 17:27.
The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and Disclosure of
Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and Executive Order No.
117  within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order No: 117 is effective
on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must be registered with
the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, Business Registration, as
of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of valid business registration
within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor
Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), all bidders must be
registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of Wage and Hour
Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of PWCR within
fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ  080021
973-770-5141 856-486-6624

3 T - 11/03/11, 11/10/11 and 11/17/11, The Leader Fee: $205.02

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on No-
vember 14, 2011 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and decide upon applica-
tions for relief from the following require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance.

Janis Arnold, 228 Myrtle Avenue,
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a two car garage contrary Section
13.01G1a of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 5 feet for a detached garage.
Proposed is 3.7 feet.

Mr. William Mezzamo and Theresa
Natalicchio, 503 Colonial Avenue, Appli-
cant is seeking approval to construct a
screened porch contrary to Section 11.06E5
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a street side yard setback of 20
feet. Proposed is 11.93 feet. (pergola) and
13.1 feet (proposed addition to porch)

Michael & Jackie Cash, 251 East
Dudley Avenue, Applicant is seeking ap-
proval to have a studio/apartment on the
second floor above the detached garage
which constitutes a dwelling unit per Sec-
tion 2.07M of the Land Use Ordinance.
Such a dwelling unit is contrary to Section
11.04A1 of the Land Use Ordinance that
permits only a single residential use on the
property and contrary to Section 11.04B6
as the second floor use is not a customarily
subordinate and incidental accessory use.

Paul & Melanie Sawina, 639 Hanford
Place, Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a one car garage contrary to
Sections 12.04F1 and 12.04G1a of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a
maximum coverage by buildings and above

ground structures of 20%. Proposed is
20.45%. Ordinance requires a 5 feet set-
back for accessory structures. Proposed is
2.8 feet from the side property line and 3.2
feet from the rear property line.

UBS, 109 North Avenue, West, Appli-
cant is seeking approval to install a 30.5
inch x 69.5 inch wall sign on the south
elevation between the second and third
floor; to replace an existing sign on the
east elevation at the third floor level with an
enlarged 4 feet x 8 feet sign; to install
seven parking signs, four on the south
elevation, three on the west elevation and
to retain parking space pavement lettering
contrary to Section 16.04H of the Land
Use Ordinance. The ordinance permits
certain window signage for non-residen-
tial second and third floor use in the CBD
zone. Proposed is the following:

1) One 30.5 inch x 69.5 inch wall sign on
the building’s south elevation between the
second and third floors.

2) The installation of a 4 feet x 8 feet sign
on the east elevation at the third floor
replacing an existing 18 inch x 61.5 innch
sign.

3) Seven parking signs, four on the south
elevation and three on the west elevation.
Per Section 16.04Q1 the necessity and
number of such signs shall be decided by
the Board of Adjustment.

4) The retainment of parking space pave-
ment lettering that indicates who is permit-
ted to park in the spaces.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 11/3/11, The Leader Fee: $76.50

PUBLIC NOTICE

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean your
house, leave it to us. You have
better things to do. We’re a reliable
couple with excellent references.

(862) 307-3481

Available to clean houses,
offices and apartments.

5 yrs cleaning experience,
own trans. & equipment.

References available.
(908) 361-0453

FERNANDO’S CLEANING

Rewarding Business Opportunity

Now Is The Time To Take Action!
Financially rewarding business
opportunity with a generous
compensation plan. Supplement
your income through partnering
with one of the leading personal
care and nutritional companies
recognized across the globe. Work
from home at your own pace.
Training provided. Contact
Information: (908) 665-2527
f lecomte.nsedreams.com

WESTFIELD RANCH 339K

Smart priced Westfield brick ranch
with potential to add a 2nd floor
expansion. 3BR, 1 bath with
dinette, full basement and carport.
Each level is approx 1000 sqft.
Property is 70X98 ft. Short walk to
Jefferson School. \ 339K

Email
northcotranch@yahoo.com

or (908) 403-0854

CHILDCARE

Nurturing, caring, and experienced
mom/nj teacher wishes to provide
child care in your home to families
with infants -  school-aged children,
in Westfield area. Call to schedule
me for a day, a week, or on a
regular basis. Last minute calls
welcome! Affordable. Refs Avail.
Please call or text (908) 447-5467.

Wanted Old Lionel Trains
Cash Paid

Local Collector
Michael (719) 314-8259

LIONEL TRAINS WANTED

AUTO FOR SALE

1999 Chrysler Cirrus
Good 1st car, Maintenance up to

date, new tires, reliable
$2,000 OBO

Rob (908) 232-4407
auto@goleader.com

MATH AND PHYSICS TUTOR

Grades 9 to 12
Geometry Algebra

Trigonometry Precalculus
Calculus Physics

Contact: (908) 577-6361

NURSE AIDE OR CNA CLASSES

Starting Dec 6th for morning classes
HOME HEALTH AIDE or CHHA
starting Dec 5th for evenings. CNA
starting Nov 10th for evenings.

Call Humane Concepts at
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW

Weekends Starts Nov 13th
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

CLASSIFIEDS
ESTATE SALE - DEALS!

ESTATE SALE / MOVING SALE
378 ORENDA CIRCLE

WESTFIELD
SATURDAY, NOV 5 8-3

MID-CENTURY FURNITURE
AND ANTIQUES, TOOLS,
CHINA, DISHES, HOUSEHOLD
ACCESSORIES, NEWER KING
MATTRESS SET, DESIGNER
LEATHER SOFA, PR SIDE
CHAIRS, BEDROOM FURNI-
TURE, PATIO FURNITURE AND
MUCH MORE - GREAT DEALS!!!

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Sep-
tember 28, 2011 granted variance relief
from 184-115 and 184-163, having to do
with setback requirements, for property
owned by Donald W. Herbert III at 592
Park Avenue, being Block 9, Lot 9.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Mr. Donald Herbert
592 Park Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 11/3/11, The Times Fee: $15.81

Bloomfield Announces
Dean’s List

BLOOMFIELD – Brian Flood was
recently recognized by Bloomfield
College officials for earning Deans
List high honors for the spring 2011
semester. Bloomfield College stu-
dents are awarded Dean’s List hon-
ors for achieving a minimum grade
point average of 3.5 and high honors
for achieving a minimum grade point
average of 3.8.

Flood, a June 2009 graduate of
Scotch Plains Fanwood High School,
is currently a junior at Bloomfield
College majoring in animation and
video.

WHS Class of 1991
Announces Twenty

Year Reunion
WESTFIELD – The

Westfield High School Class
of 1991 20-Year Reunion will
be held on Saturday, Novem-
ber 26, at the Madison Hotel,
in Morristown from 8 p.m. – 12
midnight. Tickets are $124 per
person and include a four-hour
open bar and dinner buffet, DJ
and dancing. Tickets can be
purchased by contacting Re-
unions-Unlimited at
info@reunions-unlimited.com.

There will also be an infor-
mal gathering at the Office Bar
and Grill (formerly the Jolly
Trolley) on North Avenue in
Westfield, on Friday, Novem-
ber 25, in the evening for people
who can not attend the reunion,
but would still like to recon-
nect with old friends from
Westfield.

www.goleader.com

goleader.com
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ARTISTS GALLERY OF GIFTS

An Invitation to a Unique Shopping Experience
~ Offering a new selection of vendors ~

Women’s Knitwear and Fleece, Coats, Vest, Tunics, Capes and Sportswear

Holiday Gifts and Decorations - Mexican Pottery and Glass - Designer

Inspired Sterling Silver Jewelry - Stationery - Vintage Holiday Accessories

and Stoneware - Pastels and Photographic Art - Purses and Totes

PREVIEW – THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2011 – 4pm-9pm
Hor d’oeuvres will be served at 6pm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2011 – 10am-5pm

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2011 – 10am-5pm

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2011 – 11am-5pm

Pam Newell, Hostess, 908-654-3614
603 Clark Street, Westfield, NJ

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

SPF High School Repertory Theatre Stages
Anything Goes - Coming In March

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

SCOTCH PLAINS – A stowaway,
a Wall Street banker, a wanted gang-
ster, a missionary, a wealthy debu-
tante, an English lord and an evan-
gelist-turned-nightclub singer walk
on to a ship’s deck – no, it is not the
start of a joke, but part of a passen-
ger list that sets sail in Anything
Goes, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Repertory Theatre’s Spring
Production.

Currently enjoying a smash revival
on Broadway with Tony Award-win-
ner Sutton Foster as Reno Sweeney,
Anything Goes is chock full of Cole
Porter’s greatest hits, including “I Get
A Kick Out of You,” “You’re The
Top,” “It’s DeLovely” and “Friend-
ship.” As Stephen Sondheim wrote,
“Technically, in both music and lyr-
ics, none are better than Cole Porter
and few are his equals.”

Anything Goes is smart, sophisti-
cated, witty, and zany…with fabulous
characters in fabulous clothes.

Director Matthew Capodicasa is
back following last year’s production
of Hairspray. Matt graduated SPFHS
in 2005, having starred in Repertory
Theatre productions for all four years
of his high school career. He gradu-
ated NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts,
Class of 2009 with a BFA in Drama.
“After the ball I had last year, I really
couldn’t resist the temptation to return
to Rep for Anything Goes, said
Capodicasa. “It’s one of my favorite
shows, and I can’t wait to get in there
and get started.”

Jan Allen, Choral Director at the
high school and last year’s Music Di-
rector, adds Producer to her credits
this year. Joanne Sprague, Repertory

Theatre’s Costume Designer for the
past several years returns, as does
veteran Choreographer Gisa
DiIorio. Durand Thomas is once
again the Pit Band Director.

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, March 16, at 8 p.m., Saturday,
March 17, at 8 p.m., Sunday, March
18, at 2 pm, Thursday March 22, at
7 p.m., Friday, March 23, at 8 p.m.
and Saturday, March 24, at 8 p.m.

All take place at the Manya Ungar
Memorial Auditorium at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, 667
Westfield Road, Scotch Plains.
Ticket information will be an-
nounced in January.

“The Last Rites of Joe May”
Requiem for a Lightweight

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Writer-director Joe Maggio’s “The Last
Rites of Joe May” asserts that even insig-
nificant characters aren’t exempt from
very great tragedies. A petty hood most
contented when he has a trunk full of
phony Rolexes to sell, Chicago’s Joe
May nonetheless figures he was destined
for greatness. Gosh knows why the last
sixty years have proved differently.

Portrayed with fine skill and touching
sympathy by Dennis Farina, Joe exits the
county hospital after a long bout with
pneumonia. Although quite unprepared
for the coming winter in his brown leather
gangster jacket, with his shoes polished
their shiniest black and his silver hair
meticulously coiffed, he is perfectly
dressed for the part he has chosen.

Pity is, he didn’t choose a better part. A
Sancho Panza of never fully imagined,
let alone realized, dreams, he has stuck to
it despite every sensible evidence to the
contrary. Farina mines all the nooks and
crannies to be pondered…quite an ac-
complishment when you consider that
that he does it without ever relinquishing
Joe’s ultimately shallow horizons.

Thus it follows that if some great des-
tiny does truly beckon, then he must be
hooked up with a proper Dulcinea. In-
convenient for him but convenient to Mr.
Maggio’s effective but largely uninven-
tive script, she awaits when he returns to
his since rented apartment. In his de-
fense, the landlord, like so many others,
exclaims, “I thought you were dead.”

Some legacy, huh? Maybe Joe can
change that. At least that’s the plot. And
here’s his chance. Her name is Jenny
(Jamie Ann Allman). Yes, she has a
past. And no, she’s not proud of it. But
just to make it worse, Stan (Ian Barford),
her predatory cop-boyfriend, has been
feeding on her vulnerability. When he
isn’t beating her, he’s blackmailing her.

The scum bucket’s key source of
extortion is Jenny’s young daughter,
Angelina, who explains to an
unsurprised Joe that Stan isn’t her real
dad. The last time Jenny stepped out of
line, Children’s Services was at the
door. In much more vulgar terms than
I’ll venture here, at the clichéd pigeon
coop he tends on the roof, Joe tells
Angelina that life is lousy.

Still, now that the old gent has become
a border, an arrangement reached since
Jenny can use the cash and Joe had vowed
to regain his digs anyway, things are
looking up for both sweet urchin and
unlikely father figure. Jenny brings home

discarded food from the hospital where
she works, Chicago looms cold and
uncaringly, and Joe seeks an angle.

But the trouble with Joe goes way back
before he was a tarnished golden ager
with a hacking cough. He’s small time,
and aside from a pal here or there, is seen
as a joke. The snide, second generation
don who holds court at a luncheonette’s
back table makes no attempt to hide that
perception while Joe stands hat in hand
asking for an easy touch.

Make no mistake about it. Self-de-
luded, egocentric and essentially a thief,
his aren’t the characteristics you want in
a friend. Yet, we ultimately grow to care
for him nonetheless, which actually says
more about our species than about Joe
himself. In our finer moments, we grant
grace, tolerance and mercy… an attribute
at the heart of all civilized cultures.

Watching him primp and polish, at-
tempting to foster the sharpie image of
himself that didn’t fool anyone even in
his salad days, we bemoan the miserably
narcissistic values that are his ethos. Yet,
in practically the same thought, we cheer
the effort, the never-say-die hope for
glory and fulfillment, no matter how self-
ish or preposterous.

We feel less charitable toward the story
structure that supports Mr. Farina’s ef-
forts. Although well acted, if you sepa-
rate it from the protagonist’s plight, Jenny
and Angelina’s tale is but a prop, a famil-
iar theme sans any nuance or variation to
give it a life of its own. Without a good
corroborative story line, we can hardly
pine for a subplot.

Given his own chance for glory, ironi-
cally paralleling the film’s metaphor, Mr.
Farina, heretofore Cop or Mafioso 3 for
most of his career, takes the ball and runs
it a respectable distance. Check out Joe’s
leg of lamb fiasco for true pathos. But it
would take five or six more moments
with that kind of inspiration to earn the
film full redemption.

Mr. Maggio directs more carefully than
creatively, choosing to piece the
storyboards together instead of ventur-
ing the sort of stylistic flourish that could
either distinguish or destroy his movie.
Perhaps a fitting tribute to the bargain
basement hood portrayed, “The Last Rites
of Joe May” will best be enjoyed on the
cheap, when it comes to video.

…
“The Last Rites of Joe May,” unrated

at press time, is a Tribeca Films release
directed by Joe Maggio and stars Dennis
Farina, Jamie Anne Allman and Meredith
Droeger. Running time: 103 minutes

Art For Home and Body at
Fine Arts and Crafts Show

WESTFIELD - Art for the Home
and Body, a theme of Rose Squared
Production, Inc. shows is highly evi-
dent at this fall’s Fine Art and Crafts
at the Westfield Armory show on
November 12-13. Fine artists Katie
Balas of Wooster, Ohio, Mary
Johnston of Carmel, Ind., Reif
Snyder of Naples, N.Y. and Roch-
elle Weber of New York City, N.Y.
are just four of the many talented
fine artists attending this year’s event
creating outstanding art for the home.

Working from her home studio,
where she can be a mom, wife and
artist, Katie Balas draws from her
experience in graphic design to give
balance and consistency to her con-
temporary painting style. She is
known for the impressions she makes
in her paintings by meticulously
‘carving’ her visions into the paint.
This technique, which is of her own
creation, gives her paintings an or-
ganic, fossilized look that is very
distinct and is the signature style for
which she has become recognized.

Born and raised in Duluth, Minn.,
the landscape around Lake Superior
gave Mary Johnston a beautiful pal-
ette of water, sky and forest to in-
spire her work. She has lived in a
number of places in the US over the
years but the scenes from the Great
Lakes region continue to be the main
focus of Johnston’s creativity.

Reif Snyder used soft pastel for
the first years of his career and fo-
cused on the figure and interiors and
on French urban and country scenes.

The work was exhibited at many
solo shows at the Hahn Gallery,
Philadelphia, Pa and in group shows
at the Nan Miller Gallery, Roches-
ter, N.Y., J. Barrett Galleries, To-
ledo, Ohio and the Memorial Art
Gallery, Rochester, NY. Currently,
he is concentrating on the landscape
and portraiture.

Born and bred New Yorker Roch-
elle Weber takes her artistic inspira-
tions from her roots. The richness
and diversity of New York City life
is reflected in her jewel-like lumi-
nous paintings of famous subway
stops.

Her innovative technique allows
her paintings to take on the luster of
ceramic tile. The depiction of the-
ater posters and advertisements in
her paintings evokes nostalgia and
celebrates the rhythms of contem-
porary New York. Less interested in
making exact replicas, Weber ex-
presses her artistic sensibility
through her use of color, shape and
the humorous juxtapositions of sta-
tion names and ads.

Come and meet the artists and
appreciate their varying styles and
influences.

Fall Fine Art and Crafts at the
Westfield Armory Show, 500
Rahway Ave. in Westfield, takes
place on November 12-13, from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday and from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

Go to www.rosesquared.com for
discount coupons, show details and
directions.

Collage Workshop at Kuran
Cultural Arts Center

FANWOOD - The Scotch Plains
and Fanwood Arts Association meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, Novem-
ber 17, from 7 – 9 p.m. at the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center, Watson
Road, Fanwood. A brief business meet-
ing will be followed by a cut paper
collage workshop by Kat Block.

Local artist Kat Block has a B.A.
from Kean University and pursued fur-
ther education at the Visual Art Center
of New Jersey, where she is presently
teaching art. She has also studied tex-
tile design at the duCret School of Art,
where she currently teaches classes in
design. She also teaches privately, in
her home studio and on location.

Kat works in many different media,
but lately has favored collage. She draws
her inspiration from organic things—
flowers, trees, landscapes and animals.
She also enjoys portraying seasonal
changes. She revisits many of her sub-
jects again and again so has a series of
a number of her themes. Kat prefers to
sketch her designs before she starts to
work. She often spends time out in
nature, taking pictures to use for refer-
ences, and will spend time planning,
organizing, and collecting papers in
different sizes, shapes and colors that

she knows will work in creating the
patterns she uses in her designs. She
also paints watercolors and cuts them
apart to incorporate into her paintings.

Kat shows her award-winning work
extensively in the tri-state area and is
available to do commissions upon re-
quest. Many of her pieces are in private
collections and one of her jazz series
pieces has traveled all the way to a
home in the Wenchou Province, China.
Kat will be demonstrating how she
creates her work and will have materi-
als available for everyone to create
their own small collage art.

All meetings, demonstrations, and
workshops are free and open to the
public. For more information, contact
Paula Pearl at (908) 346-0575.

NJWA Concert Band to Play
at Temple Emanu-El

WESTFIELD - On Sunday, No-
vember 13, at 3 p.m., the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Concert Band under the direction
of conductor Howard Toplansky
will perform a Fall concert at
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

This is the second of a five con-
cert series for the 2011-2012 con-
cert season. The event is open to the
public and admission is $10 per
person.

“We are delighted to be invited
back to play at Temple Emanu-El.
Our musical selections are geared
to please a variety of musical tastes
and range from Renaissance to Rag-
time favorites,” stated Toplansky.
“Light Cavalry” Overture by Franz
von Suppe, Selections from “Kurt
Weill” by Paul Yoder and “Prelude
and Fugue in f minor” by J. S. Bach
will be featured on this program.

The concert will also offer “Crazy

Bones Rag” by Charles L. Johnson
and “Reverie” by Claude Debussy.
Several fine marches will also be
performed on this program, which
include “Keeping Step with the
Union” by John Philip Sousa,
“Trombone King” by Karl King and
“Men of Ohio” by Henry Fillmore.

Rounding out this concert will be
“Light My Fire” by Robby Krieger,
made famous by the Doors, “Those
Were the Days by Gene Raskin and
“Ballet Song” by John Cacavas.

As an intermission feature, the
NJWA Rockin’ Jazz Band, under
the direction of Ted Schlosberg,
will perform popular swing and rock
selections. Mr. Schlosberg is the
founder and executive director of the
New Jersey Workshop for the arts.

For further information about the
concert or to learn how to become a
member of the NJWA Concert Band,
call 908-789-9696 or e-mail at
njwaband@att.net.

Kean University Presents
Sweet Honey In The Rock

HILLSIDE - Gene and Shelley
Enlow Recital Hall at Kean Univer-
sity presents American Grammy
Award-winning and internationally
renowned African-American vocal
ensemble, Sweet Honey In The Rock
on Sunday, November 6, at 3 p.m.
This all-woman troupe captures a
wide range of musical genres includ-
ing blues, spirituals, traditional gos-
pel hymns, rap, raggae, African
chants, Hip Hop, ancient lullabies
and jazz improvisation.

Sweet Honey In The Rock is one of
the most celebrated international
ambassadors of a cappella music. The
troupe expresses their history as
women of color through song, while
entertaining their audience, offering
added interpretation through the use
of American Sign Language. They
have together worked from four
women to the difficult five-part har-
mony with a sixth member translat-
ing the sign language. Although the
members have changed over three
decades, they continue to sing and
have helped to produce several
children’s records as well as those
intended for adults.

Tickets to Sweet Honey In The

Rock at Enlow Hall are $35 and can
be purchased by calling Kean Stage
Box Office at (908) 737-SHOW
(7469), online at enlowhall.kean.edu
, or in person at Kean University’s
Wilkins Theater Box Office located
at 1000 Morris Avenue, Union..
Enlow Recital Hall is located on Kean
University’s East Campus at 215
North Avenue, Hillside, N.J. 07205.

WQXR is a media sponsor of Gene
and Shelley Enlow Recital Hall. For
complete Enlow Hall 2011-12 Sea-
son information, please visit the
website or contact Ms. Cory Ran-
som, Director, Operations (908) 737-
5932, ransomco@kean.edu.

Sweet Honey In The Rock

Youth Poetry and
Short Story

Contest
WESTFIELD - The Woman’s

Club of Westfield invites all aspir-
ing student poets and authors from
kindergarten through high school
to enter The New Jersey State Fed-
eration of Women’s Clubs’
(NJSFWC) Youth Poetry and Short
Story 2012 Contest . Poetry entries
may be any style with a minimum
length of eight lines and a maxi-
mum of 30 lines. Short Stories are
limited to 2,000 words. Entries must
be typewritten, double spaced, with
a minimum of one-inch margins, on
one side of 8 and a half by 11 inch
paper.

A student may enter one short
Story and /or poem for the local club
contest. The author’s name, address,
telephone number, title of poem or
short story, the category entered and
name of sponsoring club must be in
the top right hand corner of each
page. All entries are judged on con-
tent, organization and form. Deci-
sion of the judges is final.

Material is to be submitted in
duplicate to the Woman’s Club of
Westfield, 314 Orenda Circle,
Westfield, N.J. 07090, postmarked
before January 6, 2012 and must be
the original unpublished work of
the author, written during the con-
test year.

Authors must be amateurs with
earnings from writing not to ex-
ceed $500 annually. Writers are
asked to keep a copy of their work
as entries cannot be returned.

The categories in both Poetry
and Short Story are: Category One
- Grades K-2; Category Two  -
Grades 3-5; Category Three -
Grades 6-8; Category Four - Grades
9-12.

First place winners in our local
contest will be sent on for judging
at the New Jersey State Federation
of Women’s Clubs level. First place
NJSFWC winners will then go on
to be judged by the General Fed-
eration of Women’s Clubs, which is
the national level.

WCP to Present
Children’s Show

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Community Players are pleased
to announce a children’s show as
a new addition to this season’s
schedule. The Three Prince
Charmings, a comedy with fool-
ish dueling princes, witches,
Cinderella, Rapunzel and other
fairy tale characters is sure to
delight audiences from ages five
to 95.

Two performances will be held
on Saturday, December 10, at 11
a.m. and 2 p.m. at the theater,
1000 North Avenue in Westfield.
Tickets are $10 each and can be
reserved by calling the box office
at (908) 232-1221. Start off the
holiday season by making your
reservations now.

The Three Prince Charmings
is generously sponsored by Eileen
Ward-Conway, broker of Elegant
Homes Realty featuring the Sa-
vannah in downtown Westfield,
the James Ward Mansion, and
Ward and O’Donnell Property
Management Company.

Smelkinson Featured in
Once Upon a Mattress
SUMMIT – Isabelle Smelkinson

of Westfield is featured as Winifred
the Woebegone in the Pebble Players
production of Once Upon a Mattress
on Thursday, November 3, and Fri-
day, November 4, at 7 p.m. and Sun-
day, November 6, at 2 p.m. at the
Oakes Center in Summit. For ticket
information, call (908) 277-1732.

Fotos of Fanwood
Contest Winners

FANWOOD - Many of the fantas-
tic photographs submitted to the Fotos
of Fanwood contest during Fanny
Wood Day October 2 are now on
display at the Unity Bank branch at
South and Hetfield Avenues in Scotch
Plains. Unity Bank was the main spon-
sor of the contest.

The winners included: Best photo
of Fanwood place — “Fanwood
Icon,” by Greg Cummings; Best photo
of Fanwood people — “Fanwood’s
Finest On Patrol,” by Brian Cook;
and Best photo of Fanwood thing —
“Monarch Gold,” by Lynn Hyde.

Each winner received a $25 gift
certificate, a blue ribbon and the ad-
miration of their peers. The photo-
graphs will remain on display at Unity
Bank until November 11 and will
appear in an upcoming edition of The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

Water Color Club to
Present Demonstration

LIVINGSTON - The Essex Water
Color Club, now in our 80th year, is
privileged to present a watercolor por-
trait painting demonstration by the
international noted artist, Roberta
Carter Clark. The demonstration will
take place on Sunday,

November 13, 2011 from 2-4 p.m.
at the Livingston Community Senior
Center, 204 Hillside Avenue,
Livingston. The demonstration is open
to the public and is free to members,
$5 for guests and non-members. Re-
freshments will be served.

For more information, contact (973)
994-1597 or visit www.ewcclub.com.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

No huddle, no time for oppos-
ing defenses to adjust in time!
That strategy was executed with
near perfection as the Summit
Hilltoppers topped the Cranford
Cougars, 52-21, in a battle of
unbeaten football teams wit-
nessed by nearly a jammed house
of fans at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 28.

Both teams marched into the
showdown with very versatile
offensive punches, and both
teams were willing to put them
to good use; however, the 8-0
Hilltoppers’ defense managed to
capitalize on several Cranford
mistakes, while the 7-1 Cougars
shot themselves in the foot with
several needless penalties.

“They are a good football team.
There is no doubt about it. They
came out and executed better
than we did tonight. We made
some mistakes that gave them
the ball back on offense when I
thought that we should have been
able to score. When you keep
giving them the ball back, they
are going to put points on the
board. I don’t think that we played
at the pace that we would have
liked to have played, but they
are better than us. That’s the
way it goes. Things like this hap-
pen. You have to take it like a
man. You have to play your best
to beat a good football team like
that,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.

The veteran Cougar defense

did have trouble adjusting to the
Hilltoppers’ no-huddle offense.

“We knew that they would come
out with a no-huddle offense. We
worked on it all week. We don’t
huddle. We have our coaches
calling plays from the sideline.
They found a couple of holes,”
Cougar defensive back Chris
Witwick said.

Summit quarterback Ryan
Bringewatt mixed an accurate
passing game well with a strong
running game. Bringewatt com-
pleted 10 of 15 passes for 154

yards, including a 48-yard touch-
down (TD) strike to running back
Kyre Negron, who also had 64
rushing yards. AJ Iarussi led the
running game with 14 carries for
99 yards, including respective
TD runs of 15 yards, one yard
and 25 yards. Running back Mike
Badgley did plenty of damage
with a 59-yard TD run to virtually

dissolve the Cougars’ hopes of a
comeback. Additionally, he
kicked a 35-yard field goal and
added an interception. Wide re-
ceiver Luke Stephens had five
receptions for 66 yards, all in the
first half.

“I think that they played with
great execution and such great
speed that they were able to take

it to us. It happened to us to-
night. They played better than
us. They coached better than us.
We have no excuses,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Cougar quarterback Reggie
Green (18 carries, 88 yards) was
kept in check of any breakaway
runs by the Summit defense.
Once the scoreboard began to

lean heavily in Summit’s
favor, he was forced to
take to the air and fin-
ished with 15 comple-
tions on 28 attempts for
172 yards, including an
interception and a TD
strike to wide receiver
Ryan Williamson for 25
yards.

The Cougars put to-
gether a six-play, 71-
yard scoring drive on
their first possession,
which concluded when
Witwick hooked 34 yards
for the TD with 9:15 on
the clock. Summit re-
sponded with a nine-play,
59-yard scoring drive,
capped by Bringewatt’s
19-yard TD run with 6:30
left in the first quarter.

In the second quarter,
the Hilltoppers chewed
4:15 off the clock on a
17-play, 89-yard march
which concluded with
Iarussi’s 15-yard TD run
with 3:40 on the clock.

With 1:00 left, Badgley booted
his 35-yard field goal to give the
Hilltoppers a 17-7 lead at half-
time.

Summit took only two minutes
off the clock in the third quarter
with a six-play, 56-yard drive,
capped by Iarussi’s one-yard TD.
The Cougars responded with a
bit of trickery. Setting up to punt,
the snap instead went to Cougar
running back JP Christiano, who
dashed down the left sideline for

a 48-yard TD with 7:52 on the
clock.

In a span of only 22 seconds,
with the score, 24-14, the
Hilltoppers got good field posi-
tion on their 41 then Badgley
bolted down the left sideline for
his 59-yard TD. On the next Sum-
mit series, Bringewatt engineered
a six-play, 58-yard scoring drive
when Iarussi galloped 25 yards
for the TD.

The Cougars responded with a
five-play, 70-yard scoring drive
when Green hit Williamson for
the 25-yard TD with 1:11 left in
the third quarter to make the
score, 38-21. An onside kick fol-
lowed but the Hilltoppers recov-
ered at midfield. On the first play
of the fourth quarter, Bringewatt
threw a 48-yard scoring strike to
Negron.

Late in the fourth quarter, Sum-
mit running back Colm Dougherty
added a three-yard TD run.

The Cougars will have another
challenge when they host unde-
feated Delaware Valley this Fri-
day, November 4, at 7 p.m.

“Next week, we are going to
prepare and work hard and go
after Del Val,” Witwick said.

“That’s the way it goes! I think
that we are a high character
football team. We are going to
have to prove it this week by
getting back, getting back, get-
ting after it,” Coach Rosenmeier
said.

Summit   7 10 21 14 52
Cranford   7   0 14   0 21

WITWICK, J. P. CHRISTIANO GET TD RUNS; GREEN COMPLETES TO WILLIAMSON FOR TD

Hilltoppers, No Huddle Stop Cranford Footballers, 52-21

See Cranford/Summit
Story

In
The Westfield Leader
Newspaper – Page 21

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING DOWN THE RIGHT SIDELINE…Cranford Cougar Chris Witwick, No. 22,
hooked down the right sideline for a 34-yard touchdown against Summit on October 28.
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Wave after wave of blue uni-
forms rolled over the hill first
after the .6-mile mark, and that
wave of blue stayed pretty much
the same as six of the seven
Blue Devils finished in the top
nine to earn the Westfield High
School boys their third straight
Union County Cross-Country
championship on the 3.19-mile
course at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 26.

The Blue Devils finished with a
total of 20, and with their very
tight pack, averaged 16:24 to
shatter the course record of
16:34.4 that they set last year.
The Cranford Cougars also ran
with a pack mentality and fin-
ished second with a total of
118, followed by Summit at 131,
Union Catholic at 132 and Ora-
tory at 134. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood finished 11th at 300.

Blue Devils Jack Leahy and
John Kirna in the first pack, and
Dave Carville, Kevin Ingram,
Kevin Smith and Evan Tarlow,
in the second pack were among
the front runners at the .6-mile
mark, and kept ahead of the
entire field for the entire race,
with the exception of Everett
Price of New Providence and
Allen Eke of Union Catholic. In
the end, Leahy easily crossed
the finish line first with a time of
15:50, nine seconds ahead of
Price, who crossed second at
15:59. Kirna crossed third at
16:14, followed by Carville at
16:35 and Tarlow at 16:38.
Smith at 16:50, Ingram at 16:57
and Tom Edwards at 17:30 fin-
ished 7-9-23, respectively.

“I am definitely excited right
now. John [Kirna] and I always
work off each other. I am at a
loss for words right now. I am
so happy that I won this. I
needed to win a meet this year,”
Leahy said.

Although he claimed he was
tired, Leahy looked good as he
came down the home stretch
with really smooth form. His
time placed him third all-time

in course history behind
Cranford’s Tim Styler (15:42 in
1998) and Blue Devil Jeff
Perrella (15:43 in 2006 at the
conference meet). Exactly six
years ago to the day, October
26, on his birthday, Perrella won

the county title with another
great time of 15:59.

“My coach was saying, ‘do you
want to get that course record?’
I said, ‘*#!! Yea!’ And I am

going to finish. I heard 15:27 at
the start of the kick, so I said I
was, at least, going to push
myself. I am happy that I did
that today,” Leahy said.

Eli Howard was the first Cou-
gar to cross the finish line, plac-

ing 15th with a time of 17:16.
Mike Zanfardino crossed the line
17th at 17:22. From there, the
remaining five Cougars crossed
within 11 seconds of each other.

Connor McMahon finished 27th
at 17:41, followed by Paul
Cassaro (28th) at 17:42, Tom
Feeney (29th) at 17:44 and
Brendan Donovan (30th) at
17:45. Tom Philip finished 32nd
at 17:52.

“They had a little bit of an off
race. They went out a little too
conservatively, but they came
on strong at the end. Our pack
really brought it together for us.
We are really proud of these
guys today. Eli was by himself
out there. Mike Zanfardino came
on really strong as our second
runner. Tom Feeney had a little
bit of an off week. He had a
problem with a stitch, so our
other guys stepped it up and
pulled it together. Connor
McMahon, Paul Cassaro and all
took charge. Brendan Donovan,
first time varsity, was solid, and
Tom Philip as well,” Cougar Head
Coach John Schiano said.

Raider Jon Kirby finished 18th
with a time of 17:24, and team-
mate Joe Dzuback finished 54th
at 18:53.

The Blue Devil JV team painted
the course blue and took first
with a 15 total. Matt Luppino
crossed first with a time of 16:47.
In all, the Blue Devils took 19 of
the top-22 places. The Blue Devil
freshmen also took first on the
3,380-meter course with a total
of 26 ahead of Summit with 32.
Matt Russo at 12:13 and Will
Chandler at 12:32 placed 1-2,
respectively.

COUGAR HOWARD CROSSES 15TH, ZANFARDINO FINISHES 17TH, McMAHON GETS 27TH

Cougar Boys Finish 2nd in Union County X-C Meet

Probitas Verus Honos

See Cross-Country
Story

In
The Westfield Leader
Newspaper – Page 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING UP A STRONG PACE…Cranford Cougars Mike Zanfardino, left, and Tom Feeney run side-by-side at the
.6-mile mark at the Union County boys cross-country meet at Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 26.
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Gold uniforms from Summit
High School was expected to
saturate the top-10 placements
at the Union County girls cross-
country meet on the 3.19-mile
course at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 26.

As expected, the Summit
Hilltoppers filled five of the 10-
top spots to run away with the
title with a total of 25 and to win
their third straight championship.
But the real question was, who
was going to be next? The answer
was Westfield with a 94 total,
followed closely by Governor
Livingston (GL) at 100. New Provi-
dence took fourth at 143, and the
Cranford Cougar girls finished fifth
at 169. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
placed 10th at 270.

Hilltopper Gilliam McIlroy took
top honors, crossing first with a
time of 19:28, flowed by team-
mate Devin Lawler at 19:53.
Isabella Yozzi crossed sixth at
20:27.

What really helped put the Lady
Blue Devils over the top against
the GL Highlanders was the per-
formance of freshman Johanna
Mermer, who crossed seventh
with a time of 20:31. Mermer,
the first Blue Devil to cross the
finish line, had set her sights on
the gold uniforms of the Summit
Hilltoppers.

“I just ran better, and I beat my
time by a lot. My [best] time
before was 20:59. Summit is the
team. They got first today. They
are the team we want to beat. I
was trying to beat the Summit
girls. I beat some of them, but
every time there was a Summit
girl in front of me, I tried to catch
them,” Mermer explained.

Blue Devil Gabby Stravach, who

placed first at the conference
meet on October 18, finished
20th at 21:13, followed by
Danielle Grimes at 21:14. Alana
Basil placed 23rd at 21:23.
Elisabeth Neylan finished 32nd
at 21:38, Erica Fischer crossed
42nd at 22:18, and Charlie

O’Brien placed 51st at 22:40.
“Johanna is really one of the

nice stories about this season.
She is talented. She’s spirited,
and she’s focused. She is some-
body, who we are going to be

looking to for the next three
years,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Thom Hornish said. “She compli-
ments Gabby Stravach, who has
been our number 1 all year. One
of the nice things about our var-
sity team this year is five of the
seven runners are underclass-

men. We are about a year away
from making a major resurgence
in our program.”

The Blue Devil freshman squad
won on the 3,380-meter course,
and Jacqueline Napolitano was

the first Blue Devil to cross, fin-
ishing fourth at 15:27. Caroline
Stocking at 15:42 and Jennifer
Bagger at 15:45 finished 7-8,
while Rachel Hayden at 15:46
and Natalie Marcotullio at 16:25
finished 10-11.

The Blue Devil JV squad ran in

a pack (seventh through 12th)
behind Summit to place second.
Hannah McRoberts crossed sev-
enth at 21:57, followed by
Kathleen McCutcheon at 22:15,
Katherine Seery at 22:17, Leigh

Heinbokel at 22:20, Belle
Hutchins at 22:31 and Jeanette
Cuisana at 22:39.

“What was great about the
freshman team was they went
one through seven. That’s the
future. We were second with our
JV, which is also something we
were looking for, and our varsity,
in a very tight race with GL, we
came in second, and that also
was what we were looking for in
terms of performance. We are
laying the foundation for 2012,”
Coach Hornish said.

Cranford Cougar Megan Byrnes
got a jumpstart on all the girls
and came over the hill at the .6-
mile mark ahead of the pack. Her
strategy earned her an 11th-
place finish at 20:46.

“Megan went out too conserva-
tively last week, so she knew she
had to get after it this week. She
went out strong. She faded a
little bit at the end, but we said,
‘that’s OK!’ At least she went
after it. That’s what you got to
do. You can’t win if you are not in
the race, so we are proud of how
she did,” Cougar Head Coach
John Schiano said.

Katia Oltmann crossed 16th at
21:03. Megan Schetelich finished
45th at 22:26, Julie Byrne took
53rd at 22:50 and Keara Railly
finished 55th at 22:55.

“Katia had a very, very solid
race. She’s been having a great
season. Megan Schetelich, a con-
verted sprinter, did great for us.
Our two freshmen, Keara Reilly
and Julie Byrne, worked together,
and they ran fantastic for the
first time together. It was a great
day today, a great day to run,”
Coach Schiano said.

Grace Kelly was the first Raider
to cross the finish line, taking
15th with a time of 21:00. Isabel
Crystal placed 34th at 21:45,
and Carly Redfield crossed 58th
at 23:29.

COUGAR MEGAN BYRNES FINISHES 11TH, OLTMANN 16TH, WF’s MERMER PLACES 7TH

Lady Cougars Finish Fifth at U.C. Cross-Country Meet

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING AT THE HEAD OF THE PACK…Cranford Cougar Megan Byrnes, left, run side-by-side at the .6-mile mark
with two Summit runners at the Union County girls cross-country meet at Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 26.

Story also in The Westfield Leader newspaper

BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo
New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-7  Thursday, November 3, 2011

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Giants/Miami Game – October 30 – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com

http://www.goleader.com/ballyhoo/

