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Election Campaign 2011
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Paid for by the Westfield Democratic Committee
527 Shackamaxon Drive, Westfield, NJ

(Please see our full-page ad in this issue of the Leader)
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Town of Westfield

Ward Three: Mark LoGrippo
GOP, Incumbent, Candidate’s Bio

Our town now faces extraordinary
challenges that are the result of years
of mismanagement and a failure to
recognize our most important needs.

Our town’s fire rating has been low-
ered by ISO; our capital reserve ac-
count nearly exhausted; our police
force and fire department are at their
lowest levels of staffing; our fire
department’s ladder truck sits dormant
in its garage; crossing guards on Cen-
tral Avenue have been removed; pot
holes go un-repaired; roads go un-
paved while deteriorating; roads go
unplowed; a pedestrian crossing light
was placed in the middle of a residen-

tial block instead of at the intersec-
tion; full-time pensions are being given
to part-time employees; our 9-1-1 sys-
tem is on the brink of obsolescence
with a race against time to replace it;
our town’s bond rating has been low-
ered by Moody’s, and it goes on and
on.

Somewhere along the line, our town
council lost its way. It forgot that it
exists to serve us, the residents. My
candidacy is about changing the way
the town council does business, re-
storing fiscal responsibility, restoring
basic services and making our town
council more responsive.

I have lived in Westfield for 38
years and believe Westfield is a won-
derful community in which to live
and raise a family. Westfield’s supe-
rior school system and its vibrant
downtown are just two of the many
reasons my wife, Lynda, and I chose
Westfield as our home, following in
the footsteps of my parents.

I believe that all elected and ap-
pointed officials should be held ac-
countable for their actions and that
truth and transparency are paramount
to maintain the trust of the voters.
Truth and transparency are goals that
I strived to achieve as a Westfield
police officer, a rewarding career from
which I retired in good standing, in
2007.

I do not run against either the Re-
publicans or the Democrats. I am
running for the right of a citizen to
ask a question and get an answer. It
may not be the answer he or she
wants, but it will be factual and re-
spectful. I am running for the right of
a citizen to ask a question, and if I
don’t know the answer, I will seek it
out and give the results at the next
public meeting.

I do not wish to be a candidate
against anyone. I want to be a candi-
date who will listen to facts from any
source and act on those facts and
report the results.

I think every citizen has the right to
ask why, and get a truthful answer
without regard to party affiliation.

I don’t believe, at the municipal
level, that party affiliation is crucial
to serving the needs of the citizens of
Westfield. I do believe that every
citizen is an integral part of town
government, and their opinions and
ideas should encompass the decisions
of our elected officials.

I will not simply “go along to get
along.” As an Independent candidate,
I will not align myself with the poli-
tics of one particular party but with
the ideology of both parties that best
serve the residents of Westfield.

I have chosen to run as an Indepen-
dent in November’s town council
election, and if elected, I will repre-
sent all citizens of Westfield, more
specifically those who reside in the
Third Ward, regardless of party affili-
ation. I am running for Westfield Town
Council as a citizen and not a career
politician.

With the voters support, I look for-
ward to serving the citizens of
Westfield once again, and giving back
to a community that has given so
much to my family and me.

*Education: 1983 graduate of
Westfield High School; 1987 gradu-
ate of Susquehanna University, B.A.
in Communications

*Employment: 1987-1989 Safety
Counselor, Woodbridge (N.J.) Board
of Education; 1989-2007 Police Of-
ficer (Retired), Westfield, NJ; 2007-
present Certified Municipal Inspec-
tor

Since being elected to council, Jim
Foerst has worked hard to promote
and protect the interests of his con-
stituents and Westfield as a whole. As
example, in 2005, he supported the
conversion of Sid Fey and Houlihan
fields to field turf, paid for through
user fees, which nearly every child in
Westfield has been able to enjoy. In
2008, he succeeded in completing
and ultimately passing land-use leg-
islation that will preserve the charac-
ter of Westfield for decades to come.
In 2009, he implemented the train
whistle quiet zone on Rahway Av-
enue at Westfield’s border with Clark.
Most recently, he stopped the con-
struction of a cell tower at the
Westfield Armory that would have
dramatically affected the quality of
life in the Fourth Ward.

His initial goals of preserving the
character of Westfield, holding the
line on taxes while prudently invest-
ing in our future and focusing on
traffic safety at our schools and parks
continue to be the core principles of
his tenure on council. “This term, I
renew my commitment to represent
your interests on the council, and
continue to work to keep Westfield
the wonderful place that we call
home,” Jim said.

The Fourth Ward incumbent gradu-
ated from Seton Hall University, con-
centrating his studies in government
and law. He received his law degree
with honors from Seton Hall Univer-
sity School of Law. Jim is the princi-
pal attorney of a successful law prac-
tice working on a broad spectrum of
legal issues.

As a businessman, Jim has built a

successful law practice and said,
“Based on my experience running
my law practice as a business, I know
the importance of being fiscally re-
sponsible.” Jim said that thoughtful
budgeting and prudent spending, the
keys to running a successful busi-
ness, are essential in local govern-
ment as well. He assured his constitu-
ents, “I will continue to work hard to
limit spending without sacrificing the
high standard of services Westfielders
expect. I am committed to using our
tax dollars wisely and to maintaining
our beautiful parks, improve our fa-
cilities and continually investing in
our future.” Jim will continue to im-
prove Westfield’s streets and side-
walks, so that our families may travel
safely about town.

Jim is a member of the Westfield
Jaycees, a group dedicated to com-
munity service focusing on Westfield
youth. In conjunction with the ARC
of New Jersey, Jim also serves on the
NJ Camp Jaycee Board of Directors.
New Jersey Camp Jaycee is a camp
for individuals with special needs. It
is a collaborative effort between the
New Jersey Jaycees and The Arc of
New Jersey, with a mission of provid-
ing quality camping experiences to
persons with developmental disabili-
ties.

Jim is married to Cara H. Foerst,
whom he met while they attended
law school. Cara is also an attorney
admitted to practice in both New York
and New Jersey. She is the Dean of
Students at Seton Hall University
School of Law. Cara and Jim are the
proud parents of two boys, Jamie (4)
and Collin (2).

Ward Four: Greg Romer
DEM, Challenger, Candidate’s Bio

Mark LoGrippo was sworn into
office as Third Ward Councilman in
July 2011, replacing the vacated seat
held by Mark Ciarrocca. He and his
wife, Maria, reside on Tudor Oval
along with their two children,
Francesco and Gemma.

Mark grew up in Lynbrook, Long
Island, and began his interest in civic
duty at an early age. He is an avid
sports fan and played both high school
varsity baseball and soccer. His inter-
est in politics also started during his
upbringing in Long Island, where he
assisted in local campaigns and
fundraising activities.

He graduated from St. John’s Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Business Marketing in 1990.
He joined NYNEX (now Verizon
Communications) upon graduation
as a customer service representative
and spent the next 21 years building
business acumen in the telecommu-
nications and network services in-
dustry.

He received his MBA in Interna-
tional Business from Adelphi Uni-
versity and currently holds the posi-
tion of a Business Development Man-
ager in the FiOS division of Verizon
Communications. Maria, a registered
nurse and Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation New Jersey Nurse
Scholar, is currently pursuing a doc-
toral degree from Seton Hall Univer-
sity.

Mark’s commitment to his com-
munity and civic duty is evident in
his charitable work and volunteer

service. Since 2005, Mark has been
actively involved in mentoring and
fundraising for the Big Brothers/Big
Sisters of New York City. Since 2006,
he has personally raised over $30,000
for the New York Chapter of Big
Brothers/Big Sisters. In 2009, he be-
came a member of the Westfield Y
International Committee and also
served as the Mayor’s designee for
the Town of Westfield’s Planning
Board. Mark and Maria are active
members of Holy Trinity Parish,
Westfield Y and Westfield Republi-
can Party. Mark participates in a ca-
reer coaching/mentoring program for
St. John’s Alumni and is currently a
Big Brother to a young teenager in
Brooklyn.

In an effort to meet residents of the
Third Ward, Mark has been walking
the streets and neighborhoods dis-
cussing pertinent issues with fellow
residents. Fiscal challenges, the eco-
nomic downturn and public safety
are among the top issues voiced by
homeowners and voters. Mark gra-
ciously accepted this responsibility
to serve, and looks forward to the
opportunity to continue his service as
the Third Ward councilman. As “the
voice” for the Third Ward, Mark seeks
to address real issues and offer com-
mon-sense ideas. Involvement in the
community is important to Mark and
his family; it is his desire to serve his
fellow residents and promote honest
government, making him the right
choice for representing Westfield’s
Third Ward.

Westfield is a great town in which
to live and raise a family. I believe we
can make it even better. Whether it is
traffic problems near the high school,
lack of personnel for the fire depart-
ment or even maintenance of our
roads, these are just some of the is-
sues that I would want to see ad-
dressed as your representative on the
town council.

My candidacy is about changing
the way the town council does busi-
ness. I will listen to the public, pro-
vide leadership, restore fiscal respon-
sibility and make the town council
more transparent and responsive. Em-
powering my neighbors in the fourth
ward as their voice on the town coun-

cil is my primary goal.
I’m a graduate of Seton Hall Uni-

versity (B.S. Computer Science) and
Polytechnic Institute of New York
University (M.S. Computer Science),
and I have two daughters, Meredith,
a student at the New York Institute of
Technology, and Deirdre, a sopho-
more at Westfield High School.

I’m currently the Senior Director
of Emerging Technology for McGraw
Hill. Previously, I was employed by
UBS/PaineWebber and the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York.
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