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VOTE NOVEMBER 8th FOR TIM VAN EPP 
FOR 1st WARD TOWN COUNCILMAN

Paid for by the:  Westfield Democratic Committee, 527 Shackamaxon Drive, Westfield, NJ

Tim Van Epp
for Westfield Town Council

    ***Please see our full-page ad in this issue of the Leader***

www.TimVanEpp4TownCouncil.com

Election Campaign 2011
Town of Westfield

Council Election (no mayor’s race)
Four-Year Terms (Pick one, Wards 1-4)

Ward One: Frank Arena
GOP, Incumbent, Candidate’s Bio

GAME ON…The Westfield Democratic Committee hosted a fund-raising reception on June 24 in support of its candidates
for Westfield Town Council, Tim Van Epp (Ward 1), Matt Sontz (Ward 3) and Greg Romer (Ward 4). Special guest State
Assembly Majority Leader Joseph Cryan kicked off the well attended event. Assemblyman Cryan urged the candidates to
work hard and meet as many residents as possible during their campaign. Other notable attendees included Westfield Town
Councilman Dave Haas and County Freeholder BJ Kowalski. The evening affair was hosted by Jim and Dana Baker at their
Lincoln Road home. Pictured, right to left, are: Councilman Dave Haas, Westfield Democratic Committee Vice-Chair Janice
Siegel, WDC Treasurer Ross Katz, Matt Sontz, Tim Van Epp, Greg Romer, Assemblyman Joseph Cryan and County
Freeholder BJ Kowalski.

July 14, 2011

Frank Arena was elected as coun-
cilman for the First Ward of Westfield
on November 6, 2007. Mr. Arena has
lived in Westfield with his wife, Lori,
for over 17 years. They have two
children, Christopher and Carli, who
both attend Westfield High School.
His four-year term started January 8,
2008, when he was sworn in to office
by Superior Court Judge Douglas
Fasciale.

Frank’s responsibilities on the town
council include serving as the chair-
man of the Public Works Committee
and the vice-chair of Code Review
and Town Property Committee; he
has served as the mayor’s designee to
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) and as a member of the
Public Safety, Transportation & Park-
ing Committee. He is currently the
mayor’s designee to the Westfield
Recreation Commission.

First and foremost, Frank believes
it has been an honor and privilege to
serve the people of Westfield. He
believes that he is an elected official
who the people of Westfield trust
with openness and honesty second to
none.

During his time on the council, he
has worked closely with the mayor
and council, passing budgets that have
year in and year out lowered operat-
ing expenses. As a member of the
DWC, he has the lead voice in keep-
ing their budget flat for five years,
and as the chair of the Public Works

committee, he spearheaded efforts to
bring further efficiencies to our snow-
plowing efforts. Additionally, as the
Public Works chair, Frank has worked
with the town professionals and Pub-
lic Works Committee, which has led
to implementation of a capital project
to pave and repair seven miles of
streets in our town.

If re-elected, he will continue to
develop public/private partnerships
to maintain and improve town parks,
playing fields and other public prop-
erty while continuing to downsize
government and streamline munici-
pal staff to do more with less. He will
also, leverage grants from the county,
state, etc.

Frank believes that one of the key
issue outside of finances facing the
town is pedestrian safety. He believes
we can improve pedestrian safety by,
among other things, educating driv-
ers about driving more slowly through
neighborhoods and sharing the road
with bicyclists and joggers. And no
texting while driving – Please!

Lastly, as your Councilman, Frank
will continue to work closely with
DPW (through Public Works Com-
mittee), the DWC and WPD (police
department) to ensure that downtown
remains an attractive and safe desti-
nation for diners and shoppers. This
will help keep Westfield one of the
best family-friendly towns in New
Jersey as well as one of the best
places to live in the country.

Ward One: Tim Van Epp
DEM, Challenger, Candidate’s Bio

Tim is a small-business owner and
professional planner with 30-plus years
of experience in 20 states and 30 coun-
tries. He has a Bachelor of Science
degree from Duke and Master of Re-
gional Planning degree from Penn; is
certified by the American Institute of
Certified Planners; and is a former of-
ficer of the American Planning Assoc.

Tim has been a member of the
Westfield Green Team advising on
energy efficiency and renewable en-
ergy, and obtaining Sustainable Jer-
sey certification. He was a member of
citizen committees for planning, zon-
ing and environmental issues in
Reston, Va. Tim has been applying
these capabilities in consulting to lo-
cal communities across New Jersey,
regularly bringing him into contact
with municipal governments.

Mr. Van Epp has lived on Glen Av-
enue in Westfield for seven years with
his wife, Barbara Wong, and two
daughters, Marissa and Sirena. Sirena
recently graduated from Westfield
High School, where she was active in
track and soccer, and is now attending
Occidental in California. Marissa, a
Columbia graduate, recently com-
pleted her Masters degree at Oxford,
and has enrolled at London School of
Economics. Barbara grew up in
Livingston, is a Princeton graduate
and professional hydrogeologist.

Tim enjoys bicycling, tennis and
bird watching. He has come to know
Westfield through his Glen Avenue
neighbors, Sirena’s school activities
and his involvement in Westfield bi-

cycling groups.
Tim’s unique experience and skills

as a Westfield professional planner
and small-business owner will bring
public outreach, forward thinking,
positive energy and proactive leader-
ship to Westfield town government.
Tim will take a vigilant and proactive
approach to addressing the challenges
and opportunities our community
faces. Westfield has tremendous as-
sets and quality of life, but these can
be lost. Rather than using the poor
economic times as an excuse for cut-
ting vital services, we need to tackle
problems – and pursue opportunities
– to continually improve our commu-
nity. Tim will not shy away from mak-
ing the tough decisions.

Despite our high property taxes, our
money is being wasted, and Westfield’s
safety is being seriously compromised
– too few firefighters to man the ladder
truck, crossing guards being laid off –
because too much of town council busi-
ness is conducted behind closed doors.
As a professional planner, making
safety and financial decisions in the
open while considering their broader
and longer-term implications are sec-
ond nature. Tim will ensure that the
community is informed and included
by proactively taking full advantage of
the diversity of views, talents and vol-
unteer spirit offered by Westfield’s resi-
dents, thus creating synergies among
residents and businesses and empow-
ering the whole community to get in-
volved in envisioning and building a
sustainable future.

Ward Two: JoAnn Neylan
GOP, Incumbent, Unopposed, Candidate’s Bio

JoAnn Neylan was elected as a
representative to the town council
from the Second Ward in 2003 and
then re-elected in 2007. She is pres-
ently the acting mayor, chairperson
of the Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee and a mem-
ber of the Finance Committee.

JoAnn has also served as chairper-
son of the Public Works Committee,
has been a member of the Town Code
Committee and is also the town’s
liaison to the Municipal Alliance,
Chamber of Commerce and the liai-
son to the Board of Education.

During her time on town council,
JoAnn has worked hard advocating
for the residents of the Second Ward
as well as the town as a whole. While
chair of Public Works, she worked to
improve the Department of Public
Works, streamlining the permit ap-
plication process, helping communi-
cations within the department and
with the residents, all while reducing
manpower through attrition.

While on the Finance Committee,
JoAnn has been able to bring her
passion for being fiscally conserva-
tive into play. Along with the other
members of the Finance Committee,
JoAnn has worked diligently to
present a budget within the 2-percent
mandated cap and continue to pro-
vide the citizens of Westfield with the
same level of services they expect.
JoAnn understands the value of man-
aging a budget in these challenging
economic times.

During her time on council, JoAnn
has helped improve traffic safety
around Wilson and Washington El-
ementary Schools. She has responded
to constituents’ requests for street

repairs and improvements through-
out the Second Ward as well as in
other neighborhoods.

JoAnn is passionate about being
accessible to her constituents. She is
always available to the residents of
the town, hoping to provide the assis-
tance they need. Helping people with
the issues that affect the quality of
their life is the primary reason she has
served on council and continues to
seek to hold office.

JoAnn has often said that it is her
privilege to serve the residents of
Westfield and that she will continue
to work hard to earn the respect and
trust of the people who elect her.

As resident of Westfield for the last
20 years, JoAnn has stayed at home
full-time to raise her family with her
husband, Kevin. They have three chil-
dren, Kevin, Christopher and
Elisabeth. Her two sons are in col-
lege, while Elisabeth is a sophomore
at Westfield High School. JoAnn is
an attorney; she was an Assistant
District Attorney in Brooklyn before
having children. She recently became
a member of the New Jersey Bar and
is now practicing law part-time.

JoAnn is on the board of the Youth
and Family Counseling Services, has
been a CASA volunteer and food
pantry volunteer at Holy Trinity
Catholic Church.

JoAnn is running for re-election
unopposed but is working very hard
to earn your vote. She is committed
to Westfield, its future and its resi-
dents. She would love to hear from
you; if you have any suggestions,
ideas or comments, please do not
hesitate to contact her by email at
joann@neylan2011.com.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON CAMERA…Westfield council candidates (GOP) speak with assignment
editor Paul Peyton during a video interview last Friday. See www.goleader.com.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Mr. Peyton and candidates Frank Arena (W1),
JoAnn Neylan (W2), Mark LoGrippo (W3) and Jim Foerst (W4).

Ward 1: Frank Arena and Tim Van Epp; Ward 2: JoAnn Neylan
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